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FIRST OF ALL, I want to apologize to everyone for the poor quality of
reproduction of the text in the last issue of this ensmalled publication.
Explanations and excuses do nothing but fill up space, but if blame must be:
assigned, let it go to the printer which produced the hard copy. Even with.
"PD the print quality was not dark enough, which meant the reductions
weren't dark enough and so the end result was also Not Dark Enough and some
of the letters were clipped off. Hopefully this issue will be markedly
improved, but of course at this point I have no way to know for sure.

My switch to a new title this time marks the end of my ongoing dis-
enchantment with HERE THERE BE SAPS, a title I used originally back in my
earlier incarnation in SAPS and which I re-employed this time around only
because I couldn't think of anything better, or remember any of my other
SAPS titles to consider them. I hope no one is too seriously shaken by
this break from "tradition." Hey, at least I carried forward the volume
and issue numbering!

IN THE LAST MAILING, Harry Warner Jr. commented: "Complete, permanent
end to the Cold War would probably set off a worldwide depression compar-
able to the early 1930s. Just think of the ghastly impact on unemployment
and buying power if the United States and the Iron Curtain countries dis-
banded their armed forces, cancelled all war-related contracts and moth-
balled weapons and aircraft." I don't think Harry meant that he was there-
fore opposed to the ending of the Cold War, but somehow I don't think that
such a radical change would necessarily result in the worldwide depression
that Harry anticipates.

According to figures I've seen, the nations of the world as a whole
spend in excess of $500 billion a year maintaining the international mili-
tary establishment. The Unifed States alone is responsible for close to
half of this expenditure. Just imagine how much social and economic change
could be wrought world-wide if these huge sums were diverted to fixing up
mankind instead of preparing to destroy the planet.

Let's talk about this just in relation to the US to keep the discus-
sion at a reasonable level. Now, doubtless there would be some displace-
ment of workers as the civilian "defense industry" ground to a halt. We
can expect to hear a huge hue and cry about this, but displacing workers is
as American as apple pie when it comes to other industries that have gone
down the tubes in recent years due to competition from overseas and in-
creasing automation on the home front. This doesn't mean that all these
highly-skilled workers will be out of a job forever. Many of them have
high-tech skills that will serve the country well when they are placed into
new positions in "peace industries" that will be created as our priorities
shift.

A common complaint these days is how seriously decayed our social "in-
frastructure" has become. By this I mean our roads, public transit systems,
public works such as sewers and the like, and the amenities of both urban
and rural life, such as parks, playgrounds, ete. With over $200 billion
available from eliminating the military, we could make a serious effort to
revitalize this infrastructure and halt this decay.

One major effort could be to create effective mass transit systems not
only in our urban areas but perhaps a national high speed (200 mph at
least) monorail system using our existing right of ways on the interstate
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highway system. Monorails are cheaper than other forms of mass transit
because the structures that need to be put in place are so minimal compared
to laying track. If such a system were created linking us together nation-
ally in much the same way interurban light rail and bus systems now connect
some of our larger urban population centers, it would lighten the demand
for increasingly scarce fuel to power private vehicles to ply our motor-
ways, and perhaps even lessen the demand for more development of air travel
which devours land around cities for ever larger airport facilities. In
other words, 1 envision a national system of transit using the basic inter-
state highway system as its grid, with light rail or busses connecting the
areas not directly served by the monorails. A number of other countries,
admittedly smaller in geographical area than our own, already have their
high-speed interurban rail systems. Why not us? If such a system were
truly an attractive alternative to both air and private passenger vehicle
travel, it could succeed.

Another area where massive infusions of capital would help strengthen
the national infrastructure is that of upgrading the national waste dis-
posal system. By this I don't mean hazardous wastes, though that too is an
area which could be markedly stepped up by freeing up the military funds; I
mean our urban and suburban, and even rural, sewer systems. One reads in
the papers constantly about various of these systems being seriously over-
loaded, with uncontrolled spillage of raw sewage into our rivers, bays, and
estuaries. A national program of expanding these systems to accommodate
current and future needs would not at all be out of 1line. One should not
overlook the very real possibility of processing a large portion of this
sewage waste into fertilizer for use by our nation's farmers to replace the
chemical-based fertilizers many of them now rely on. This sort of conver-
gion is now done on a small scale and there's no reason it couldn't be
significantly expanded.

Then there's the other kind of national garbage: our mountains and
mountains of household and commercial refuse that now largely gets turned
into landfill in almost all regions of the country. The pitiful amount of
recycling that occurs now could be radically expanded if this were to
become a national priority. This would save resources in a large way as
well as creating numerous jobs. In addition to recycling, cogeneration of
power by burning much of this waste is entirely within our current tech-
nology and could also be enlarged upon. (Perhaps Jim Woosley will report
on the pioneering cogeneration plant in downtown Nashville that has been
providing power in the form of heat for a large portion of that downtown
area since the early '7Os. Sure beats nukes!)

One can think of many other things that could benefit from an infusion
of fresh capital: a national day-care subsidy system for working parents,
a serious effort to replace inadequate and/or delapidated housing, improve-
ment in the financial condition of our farming community, and I'm sure you
can all think of your own pet projects. And since we're all stf fans, how
about an increased commitment to developing space travel?

I believe that if all of this was seriously attacked by a shifting of
national priorities away from the military, it would absorb not only the
displaced defense industry workers but the disbanded military as well.
Many of these projects are labor-intensive and would provide more employ-
ment for the dollar than the defense industry does. If the idea of not
having a registered pool of manpower disturbs you, how about a peacetime
employment pool to place youth in programs to implement these new projects,
providing them with valuable job training in an area they could choose from
the various options? Those who were in a serious university training
program already could be exempted, but it would create national job train-
ing for those not so engaged.

A serious outbreak of peace? Bring it on!




A SOLID PAGE OF MAILING COMMENTS:

Mike Gunderloy: Though I found your FACTSHEET FIVE interesting and
entertaining, the whole idea of making a profit from a fanzine rankles.
Maybe it's just that I'm a fan from the '50s, when the whole concept of The
Usual had its birth, but having the making of a profit be a goal in fanzine
publishing seems to me to be missing the point. I publish a twice-yearly
fannish fanzine, 250 copies, which costs around $150 per issue to put out.
Several of my fannish friends here in Glen Ellen help subsidize it partial-
ly, but I prefer to spend the money and have complete control over whom I
send it to, rather than be openly available for money and thus—most like-
ly—have to increase my print run and scutwork accordingly. (I do accept a
one-issue-only sub for folks to sample it.) I view a fanzine as an ongoing
party, not a small business, and I believe most of the members of SAPS
would probably agree. And, therefore, I'm not interested in submitting my
fannish fanzine to you for review.

Doreen Webbert: I never heard of the concept of State Corpses before,
but if Sonoma County is any indication, the State Corpse of California
might be the lowly skunk. In Tennessee, the State Corpse is definitely the
possum. I hope others will relate the state corpses of their regions.

Nancy Rapp: I enjoyed your list of things that didn't exist when SAPS
was formed back in 1947. To it I would add colored margarine. Well do I
remember as a wee tad having the "privilege" of getting to be the one who
squoze the little color dot in white margarine through the margarine, thus
coloring it a light yellow just like...margarine. Our younger members may
not realize the extent to which the dairy lobby controlled the early intro-
duction of margarine which it (rightfully) viewed as a threat to butter.
<> I'm pleased to see that okra is one of your favorite vegetables. Mine,
too, though I've had difficulty getting it to grow out here. The flowering
plants are *gorgeous*. <> loved "The Tattered Dragon Wambles Again'!

Burnett Toskey: Probably everyone will think I'm just as strange as
you, but I too love to sit up close when viewing a movie, especially if
it's a science-fiction or comedy film. As you say, "everyone is larger
than life-size," and I love the feeling of being "inside" the action that
you get when you sit up close. Watching "Blade Runner" that way, I felt
like I was inside a "spinner" cruising around a futuristic Los Angeles. I
do make an exception to sitting close when viewing a more "serious" movie
because in that case I like to have some distance from the action so I can
follow the intricacies of plot better.

G.M. Carr: Disappointing to hear I wasn't in your store after all,
but maybe 1'l11 get to meet you (and other Seattle fans and SAPS members)
someday. <> You're doubtless right that Jesse Helms "would not abandon
his agricultural constituents," but there is lots more grown in his area
than just tobacco. In fact, tobacco is a controlled crop. Farm land in
the South comes with a tobacco allocation, which is a selling point when
such property changes hands. No matter who owns and farms a piece of land,
this allocation limits the amount of tobacco that can be grown, so as to
keep the price up. Additionally, tobacco growing, harvesting, and market-
ing is an 0Old Southron Tradition, a hallowed part of the Good 0ld Boy
network, and that as much as its commercial value keeps it happening. And
what else 1s grown down there in a big way? Well, soybeans and cotton, for
two. <> What do I dislike about the "Star Wars" "defense" system? To be
very brief: it takes terrestrial warmaking into space (a big no-no so far
as I'm concerned); it would not remain purely defensive once in place
(imagine Death Rays From Space aimed at our cities, etc.); and it's dread-
fully expensive.

Finally: Wrai Ballard: Just because you don't want to farm anymore,
why do you insist that your wife not grow a Iittle garden for fresh veggies
if she wants? —Robert Lichtman




