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berg hed warned her about me; I den'$s imeow. But arter 8 while 1 gave up snd siartad
S WY POO |

‘ A8 L camy oul of the coffes shop I mei the East Coast Zl Lawis, & nice
L‘,:Ji;t polite tyve (ea conlraeted to the wranfiical Al Lewis I krsw). tie hsd been
voedoring about the inside fucts vegerding & set of rumors he had heard about some

el the LA group, and wanted my opinion. Be seid he had gotten scue lattaras full of
coloriul tales frow Alex Bratmon, the wanderdng Jew of Leng Bezch ¥andom and part-
ving news-broadcasier, who hed a lot of juiey reminiscences about a lot of peopls, in-
clpding Bjo. Now Al wondered about these enecdotes, so he took these letters to Bjo,
sioyed them to her, sud asked what she thought. Shs had told him her side of ths
suory. out, .msatisfisd, he hed gone next to Bruce Pslz, who denied sny knowledze of
vie pltuation but sent him %o me. So we went up tu my room and he rslated the whole
whing and I gave him as impartial & view as I could. It took about sn hour to covar
wie entire iuvolved situstion of ploy, counter-ploy, and personelitvy-clashies in the
LASFS,; and when we  were through he thanked wa.

I told him I'd done the best I couild,
end looked at my watch. Fourd wa were miseins the Tilms by Ed Emsh, so we declded to
to backe downstaivs and zes if they were worth missing supper for. T+ turned out thay
¥ere. In fact, they were briliiant preseatations. Experimental filns of different
Types,; moptly utilising differsnt verietias of animation; of 'the creation of an sb--
sibact Pollack=typs painting or e cover-illo type gainting y Or of a complately whim-
sical random animation of things ecut out of magasine pictures and ads, pasted to-
gether, superimposed and moved arourd, or the lest £ilm, Dance Chrometiec, which invol-
Vet & live-sction dancer superimposed on a highly abstract peinting whicl was in a con-
stant atate of development — a very hard fiim to deseribe, but a delight to the sye
f0d a thrill to the aesthetic senges shich brought the andience to the feet chesring
&t the cenelusion. .

The pro-editors panel came up next, but we decided that it couldnit

iop tne Emsh films and checked out for anotler try at supper. This tise we caught a
veltress and, over a coupls of sendwiches, I impressed AL with my intimate knowledze
cf the history of the LASFS by giving him the complete story of the club up tec the
time of the Insurgent Rebeliion and the beginning of the Blesk Years. Fortunately, I
nni just finished studying the pezs end a half the ¥ancyelopedia IT devoted to the
fubject. B

I wandered back upstairs, &s Al departed for his boom or eomsplace, end found
pyaelf back in the Shelby room, faced with recks and racks of books. I found a jack-
et-and-mint copy of The Incredible Palnet (first edition, first printins) for $3, and
went into the Crystal Room, where Jemus W Christ, Jr was last seen, boping for an
autograph. I sat down %o hear Dean Mdlaughlin's #alk on the Martian 'canals y &nd &
28w theory rsgawding their coaudge —- voicenoes, wind-drift, and coriolis furecs — which
dounds remarkably possible, though a trifle disappointing. Unfortunately, when hs
turned out . the lights to sbow some slides, I fell aslsep.

_ I woks up 20 mipntes later
when he finished, and joined in the applange. By this timg it was 10:30, end there |

¥as a two-minute break before the next item on the program. I couldn't find Camnbsll,
but Forry was there, go I asked him how miuch a JAM first of Incredible Planet would be | )
worth, autographed. He kpitted a thoughtful pair of brows, and said, "gbout Tive dol-
lars.® My collectowr's spirit did g fast cartwhsel and came down with a gurple of gles,
and I thanied him.

By this time the next item for the program was gtanding in the
winge apd the Critdes Clesh was sbout to begin. In ona corner vearing transparent
shorts was damon knight (who i3 accused of not liking an;rt.hiugf and in the other cor-
ner, wearing a grim smile, was Sky (P Schuyler) Miller (who is accused of liking
sveything). They bad both been handed a challenge by the ConCommittes - damon was

speaking on ‘Good SF' and Sky was to follow him with & statement about "Bad SF'. Dam- i
vn led off, but he rather begged hiz guestion by edapting his topic to "ood 3¥: Where .
8 143" He wead & mimber of" selections from the highest quality fantasy and atf, then '
iaid into the eversge run of the stuff for hie alloted time. His main complaint was
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ELT prog wera hile nicest peapla,. A pmfPled voice from bahind tha curtein yvolled somes
tidne abent beirg ready, mad Judy introdnged fggyond The Ukknown®. |

T
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beggarpodge of hpatsria, and a gellopin: gem Mill of esotericisma. Ors of the edukt.
leas melaiablis lines mey ssrve s an exauple —— Randy Garretis y 41 the costume he wors
o ths cover of theSept 199 a5®, as “John W Scramble, Jr! 3 dn response to a questiocus’
i ebonld T knowdo After all, I'mnot Ghod... But then, who i8%72" - Thera was a long
el -peper roil of cradits &b the end, and rather thar omit hall ol them;, I didol © gl
sny of theme Included In the cast, howevor, were Karsn indorson, SsMoskowitz, Frite
Leiber; Tom Scortia; Ghris Heskowity., Randy Gerrett, Djlna Psine, and Karern inderson.
(feren was on &t the beginning and as something else at the end.) 4nd theye were two
sivouded figures in fyont ol the aigge bent over & ehscker-bosnd who tozzed in o80-
Larie lings belween stenes, who were finelly vevselsd as plavers of & or something

£6 taat — T think they were playine Falxy Clieckers. |

1 e

i

el

hgho— o P | After the play there wes a briasfl
tog=2cn with Baven in her vaupire ocostume, then Harlan was er.mmag from comewhere and |
=8 Lhe gkt strucl him e tvemor sidzed his limbs, his mouth opsned, nis ams raised; -
00 e scarted angther guction. But Fred Prophet _siiffed him bsck in kis coffin for B
= momgent sud sai on' the 1id while ‘the laab husincas was taken cave 1. fred handsd
Sver the oificial gavel to Pirce Archer and thon haudad =@ enveloge [full of the pro-
cesfig from tha Auction Bleeh to Bob Madle %o apply for TAFF., Sims took the gavel baeck
ang officially adjourmed the 174h Antual Worldeon at Tid5 pm.

il

: | But you can't stop some-
thing that hes been guthering womsntim for four or mors dsys with & sinzle blow of the

gavel. fievlan Ellison crawled back to the xcstrim and bsgen auctioning the last of
the peiatings, mamuscriphs, dravings, chairs, lampa, and walregges...and we fled from I|
Che room. | |
' The gang going back o T met anc discusged their plens, and after extensiva

| arguments cecided thet we sounld pocres Dean Greapell. Al Lewis said he would £1y-back |
| to Li and take B jo's fox tervier pupngy with him. Ron asked if He could £y with s dog, I

and Jack polrted out that the dog couldn't fly slone. Dieck Daniels sgiesd to Bake

Angrid Pritsch, Bruse Henstell, Grie Crunther and Mike Hinge, =& he was deiving dir-

actly to Los Angeles; that l=ft nine of us evenly divided bestween a Peugolt and a H111-
|

#on got ore busy aighal Trom Gremmell's, then made contact. He came oud of
the phone booth, his fzce alight with squirvelish glee -~ Deoan had taken & w hols vesk
off to meel Tem paseing through from the con, snd Ron had told him we would srrive the
aent night. As exvangements for this night were being made, I took a seat in the lob-
by and spent, en hour or so cazually t¥inz to seduce the wils of & well-known oo’ who
dogpsgn't want her name bendied sbout \tho El1ik promiged he!d bungy id, bHe hHasn'it:yet).
A{ter her husband woke up mnd took her away, she back back Go apolopize. {fAnd T'1d
See. you next yesrl: | | |

I sat in the lobby and watehed Merion Zimmer fradlsy eat.a neo-
fgn -= it wes a ginger-bread man wiieh had "NE)! lettered on its chesti in whits frost-
ing. ‘John Londng had broupht it all the way fyom Youngzstonw, Ohlo, juast to prove that
HZD -actuelly doen uat necs for breskfast { though it was aduitiedly lete fov bréskfast),

and Bruce Pelz immortsiiszed the mowen: an colew £ilm.

| . n r filtered down ibs
stalrwell to the offect that there WE8 a narty scing .;.Ehgn §h§ ug:ﬂﬂ Room, and Rardy
Garretts fuse hag Beon 1ii. We followed the trail of smoke up to Ghe sedond ficor
and found it o be true. 14 secmed that et . +20:30 he had suddonly stood up with a
dripk in his band and ennounced he was going to make e speech. And with only fen pre-
sent, be did. I wisaed the bazis context along with the first hour of the speech, but
L' nob sure 1t had a thewe or anything similey, bub it wes good and stimulating. Some
pros heard sbout it too,of course, and they started drifting in and listening. 1t be-
caiae more of a wide-opan discussion ard free-for-sll heckling seasion with Rapdy mun- 3
nlng.the whole show, gosticulating wildly, waving his glass (which was alwiys half-full,
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fael bhis megsspe needs Lo b deldvered becauss the Bob Tusker Death Hosx nad g picd
Do s o 3 o B - R T ok 1 o el 2 e O - g
found affact on my subsSeguent 1ife aud offers e vitel meassge Lor othsrd.

/1
Firat of &%, I am no longzer a fan. Theorstie 13v, this should disqusalify me Tromy

-

genning This &rbiciss Dut veally, tiis I8"nct a fan artiele. It ac tuatly is my Swan
dopz. inasmach 2 fandom ig concérned; and ag such, 1L°E begn on my chest & long tames

[ o gled oow of the opportunity to get it offs

I went to desl firsts wita the setual svents lesding up to the now NCUSTIGUS Trckse
Nesth Hoax zngd of ihe lesgons taught me by the tos¥ and ita aftarmath,

e & toen—sge fen T was syes by Hoy Ping Porg, Hobert Wilson Tuckar. He was =
legandary fan and 1 weoted jdentification with such & grest men as ha.” Thus, waen J

&
vas Btationed st Chanuta Air Force Base & short distance lrom Tucker? s Bisomington, 11
inois home in 1945, I got permissi rom § o
L=

sicn from Bob U0 wisit him. At that time, 'sitiins £
his living room, I uafolded %o hi: :
T told bim I wented o perpetrate a HoOEX Gracide on ths vproming veni
for I had névsr perpetrated B hosx and this woula liven up the con. Tucksr listensc Sy
sympathetically. He had sesn many young fen in his 13 Te. He seemed to knaw what
them tiek znd ns ke stared out his fropot: window that watm day in 1949, he gaid io me:
n4r 1l never work sgain. They®ll pever beligye 1t a secont! time.®
He pefarred to the first Tucker Death Hoax, telling me tie csisils. after die— 8
cugsing it For swhile, He summed up his opinion sgain: it would bo & flop if T tried 18
But I told him I ditagreed. My point wes that pobody woull beilevs thal & sacond
Hoax wee a phony, wostly becsuse tne Iirst one wWas. I left i8ldip: him T planmed to
go ahead, and go shegd T @d. I concocted the most fantasiic, nizhly unbelisveable
atory. «siade the flaws 30 cbvious even the mosh paive reeder would gpot them. For sx=
ample, Tucker's plans to stzrt z daily fen newspaper: paiently ridiculous; esplcial Lyl
Trom & guy of hiz Tanviedom. And his writing & love novel—totally out of his field.
The gory details of his death should have immediziely stamped the story apccryphal o
enybody capable of exercising the sligh@st bit of judgment, But, as I now know, there:
is the ¥ill to Believe. '
You see, fandom can be cbserved ap £ highly petulant affeir where really signifies
art thinzs rereily cecur. Fans meke highly insignificant things seem to have vast im- |
portance...fang copntrive svents, feuds, fanzines; to magnily Yastly fandom's scops.
Fens want gtsture. There 13, therxelore, tue poesibility that some fens YANTED o be-
lieve the Tucker story: I+ =2dded some excitement to their lives ind they had &8 chencs
to be thankful it wasa't them-—they were still among the living, still in fandon. |
The people who ssemed aftervards to kick up the bizgest fuss were ihe (ld Baatar )
of Fandom, as I called them then. One group--from California, well-known Zuys -n
sheir forties snd fiftiss—made not-so—vhiled threats to beat the hell cul of me in &
hotel room At Cincinetti. f the time, I wished they would have bhecause I hated tneiny
guts and would have liked to have them thyown in the c¢link: These well-koowe 014 Bes—Ug
tarde of Fendem ars 3till around. Bub I mo longer hate thelr guts, for today 1 yealiz@
they ere pathetic creatures who found th=igelves Incapable of competing in the puteide
world end were forced into a circle of teensgers, young misfits snd others where the
competition was not great. These are the people I referrsd to garlier who tsught me &
great lesson. They were not elevating ue, as a teen~-sagsd neurotic, o their maturiiy
level:; they were regressing or had never grown ot of that emotionsl level. Heating up
tesnsgers, eitner paysicelly o werbally, mede them highly superior belngs. 1
It was shortly efter the Tucker Death Hosx #hat I began to logk at fandom ser- =
lously...and to take i% less s8¢, &5 & result. Please don't get me wrong: 1 do 1ot now
issue o blenket condemnztion of Tandom. I feel fandom serves a hizhly pexdinect end
- heslthy function. For one thing, it serves as an outlel for the pent-iup erotional

.1-'-:-:- "I ‘:..} .;: :- :-I- -l..
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Brask ok ol this gooty Trapy #hioh IS’ eheetnens it s pol gtoply used as sm ephemards
Bgay A5 pil oF The gPowWiis-up PIGCesE. 3
- Phére are Wiy ohber rand §nc 1678 basn woaderful friands, ono pressss Flerling . |
apedities, some af whinp =ye anopeyed in tha fandos ticap and others ol wacm we: cun agy' |
Levoimade an outside worid edjustmsnt. Such people &5 ~4 Kuas, artin Alpey, Lanes g
Harock, Jin 1 tiot, £llio% ana Jim Broderdck; Lhere Bre Howard Devore; Xred Hiophet 2
snd other Michigep fen. I pesall wlso my dnteresting correspondenty and feliow e o
hendle wipdeys: Rick Bnesary, Coswel, Joe Keusedy, Heery Varnar; Ji.; and meny, many
: others, Some of these names ave todny familier fo you only through fan histories;

| obheys are still zetive. All ave psopls with whow ! once had or stdll have quite 2
it dn common.

You ces; I beren to upderstend, starting with bhe variong efterproblems of the
Pucker Dezth Hoax, ebout Pans, They were secretly deliphted with this petulant, im-
matyure ornak. They wno were suppoced to know Tuocxelr intinately wasted their mcusy W
on S58LTRRRRALL8sir 1cases, not on hhemselves, not on their own desive for sensation-
gliam, but on p meurotic 18-year old, like the peotiy residents of & sumell Midwestero
Lmevican town, like latter dsy Mein Strseters. But I was noil setually s csuse; L was
an effett. I wes the effect of fandonm's conditioning. I sought atetwre—and this, De—
lieve me, 18 an sccepted, yes, an adcapted, method cf staturs gzeln in fapdem. Fans sres
Pemous, not becauge of asignificant, solid asccomplisghmantsg--but bseauss of atlention-
compeiling ,outre, sensational events they inspire. To prove ihis to yourseif, slmply
resd PANCYCLOPEDIA I in the licht of my thezis...you may be shocked %o Tlind, consciouss
Ly expressed, whal may beve  lain in tbe back of your mind for & long time.

The pint is, fendom can help you tc grow vp in you use Tandom right; you commit
your hosxes, you roam the ciuniry in a slammobile, viaiting fannish cheracters of all
kinds and shepes and smotional sets, you correspond, you crank out fanzioes by the reamy
you wes: o uniform. And that uncform ¢f conformity, my so-called “non-conformistM
friend, is rouzhly tantemount to the beatnikis unorihoedoy clothing, to his beard, to
ney leobzrds. Yown language; like the teenazera!, is adaplted from Eogligh., You say
far;, fon, fandam...you say BEM, "Goshwovoboy,® “Real Soon Now®. You teke open delight
in your sscret code as the teensger who used to use pig Latin now talks cool so his
carenta ran't participatesand you babble incessantly sbout six in a sly winking way,
althovgh you know far less about sex than your contemporaries in the outside world,
Fer less, since you can't communicate adequately with those contemporaries. You make ||
a fetish out of bhesr as well although you drink no more besr end the reason may be be- |
Gause you'!Te very hupgry to belonz ocutside if you feel they would sceept you—they who
Syink the beer. I am not atbtempting to play God or enalyst, but I have Ffelt these
feelings and I can spesk them now beceusa I'm no longer involved; and althouga many
of you will deny this is true, those who are not far snough gore tp suffer ego whip-
lash will at least sgres to soms of my theses. _

Apngther point 5o consider is this: that s-f feandom is st ledst e atep removed
from a-f...that fendom would continue should s-f be sbolished tomerreow...that a new
®surpose® would come into being, which purpose would rereiy sdrve as the real core fov
fandom thereafter, just a&s s=f is reslly a justificetion rather than 2 purpose...and |}
there ig a diffsrence. You @se, and it's hard to hear thie, there are other fandong

., True, some are composed of less intellizent people and others zve even less msiure.
There &ve the philatelic fandom, the model railroad fandom, the cemerz fendom, thé
| Socientology fandom, the Ssucer fandom, the NAM fandom, the Labor fandom, the Sarislist
©  fandom: and s-f fandom is just one of many socielogical phenomena...the urge to be- |
Jlopg, fulfilledi To fit oneself in someplace where one can gaip a sort of scceptance.
| Once I could never understend how anybody could ever lsave ferndom. Tedsy I do.
There are other weys of 1life, superior ones. More culbtural, more mature, mora sxn:-iti:g_&--
Tocday I kmow...thongh I once could never conceive this possibility..perhsps someday p
you too will know.
Now, my point hee been this: that today I would rever pull off & Tucker Deaih | |
Hobx...because today T've outgrown the necessity of gaining =acceptance through this | ‘

{concluded on page 26)
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A frezment of an old rr:'ﬂr"‘ﬂ 1 canght ont TV showed & man working ou some bPonor,
when hic wils wanted bim to apard more Lime w=ib 1.'1-.=.*- Whei ha aggured ler fhet e
stil1 loved her, she romsrked with detached gisdom, EYes, but youive got ma, end you
hsven!t pobl this other thing.t After one is mavrisd, 1ife goea on, and h: nseds the

game Lrced raunce of interesls as bafore, that scemed perhsnps secondary in imporiance

then.

it abonld also be ¢lesr that in speaking of love i vefer to Eyos and not Azape,
the Crsal word transliated "echarditi™ in soisa versgions of the Bible., I doubit that bro-
therly lovs is the universsl paneces thet mcdern Chriatianity makes i, bul anywey that

iy nol thie predominent theme of Hollywood aod Tin Pan 41ley that 1s now under dis-

st nnm
L e . ¥

Tn Bome cireles, imeluding sciepce-fiction fandom, sex is made o stend for the
sible: getisfactions of 1ife,; azaingt which others zr2 set to show their aberrance.
sertoon in a FAPAsine showins & busty babe ssking a busy zuy Baven'$ you interested
in snvthing but ssience-ficticn?® was lifted with the change of one woxd from a pub
s paticn Gavoted to 2oma other nobby. perhsps photozraphiy. Simlilar Dumer Was ?:313*1_
smon in GT pépers during the war.

>
6

Muglh: popular nubor worke on the theme of conflicts between monsy and sex, 'with
the comsonsense viewpoint sometimes on the side of sex (28 in "Fajoy you -‘-":'?15; it's
leter than you think®) and El:i.rh,t‘t-'r'es on the gide of monesy (&8s with Peter Arno's em-

-

tle.’zm..lng caghier). This ig & switch from the cawalier poets’ dicho
between love and honor, but it ig a dubious improvement. Rarely, the suull ths vinl-
nerag sell hsg been raiged in the games competitive cless.

Reaaons for the oversmphesis on love in miodern dmerica are eazy to find. The

nucksters heve leernet there's money in Wylie's principle, "Sex sells anything . Wiy

there gnould be more money in sexy advertlsing than in
appeals addressed to other urges is perhaps explained
by an oversimplified anslysis of motivation, which re-
duced a1l drives to bunger and Just. With hunger less
of a nroblem; sex remains the greal unszatisiied urge.

Whetever you may think of this saimplification,
it is not a useful guide for most purppsss. There
are many cother tendenciss which, if they sre not
finnl goods in themselves, are at any rate so im-
nertant that they must be satlsfled for their own
esxe. Power, with its subsidiaries and a8scC--
jates, money, knowledge, freedom, ete., is of
thilts type.

It is to scisnce-
fiction's oredit
that it has never
lLeannd excessively
on love as a mot-
ivation. Soms
critics have ta-
kon our suthors
to task for pay-
ing too little
attention to ]
this hyman em- | Tui< FEAT Anip WATER :~"'5”'L"t"
-otion, bub gF Mole erfECTIVE.

bomy, the confliet
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and take a broadexr look &t aclence
Fictionts preasent literary stetus. The

spirions expressed arp entivel; my own, and I'll be glag to argue them with abyone who

E
wizht vish to differ, or maynap agres. HNext ilssue, 1711 review Boucher'sg messive "lTre-
asury of Breat Skience Fictlon" against the bagkdrop of thia article. ——T8)

Science fiction is not now literature. 11 will not become literature in the fors—
= |

sgaable futwrs. And 1% may not pvow end agpand into literature until it bee losi its
sutonomy A8 & genrea.

This ig a diflicult statement to meke, especially at = time when science fiction
has become most concerned with itas relation to other fiction forms, and with its devel-
oping maturity. But an honest sppraisel of the field and ite future cannot yield anothes
answar.

In the Thrst place, it is foolish to sxpect an entire literary genre msgically to
bedome "literature” en mssse, Yei this is exsctly the miracle that countless fens, do-
zens of writers, and apperently even a few editors seem to expect. "When will =il be
recognized as litersturel® they ask in en endless sitream of editorials, letters, and
convention spseches. The answer, of course, is simple: it will be recognissd when 1t
becomes literature. And deapite the fond hopes of the Ackermans, the Diktys, snd even
the Palnmers of yors, atf iz as far from becoming literature &s it sver was.

Articles in recent fmz have been pointing with & great desl of hope towsrds ths
new Amsaing, end its much higher gunality of fietiocn. [Fan critics point to Amezinz'a |
startling tranaformnetion as & clear indicstion that publishera are &t last giving up
their preoccupation with the so-celled juvenile audience and sre recognizing the more
mature testes of adult reeders. This conclusion id entirely true--a&nd it is obvious
that the Amezing "novel” of today is twenly times stronger in literary merit than its |
1555 (or 1946, or 19%) predecessor. But it is equally obvious that the literary me-
it of the "traditionsi" Amezing was roughly equal to thai of a narrated comic strip.
ind, given a scele whers Superman regides st ‘1' and (for example) "Mademe Bovary® at
Ci00", twenty 18 still a wvery low rating.

4nd the complete ludicrousness of the situelion becomes apparent when even the
beat stf magazine, Fentasy and Science fiction, is compared to such msinstream leaders
a6 Atlantic, Herper's, and even the Kenyon Review (which is probsbly analogous o F&SF
in scope end means, if not in circuistion). Altbough in its twelve years FROF has pub-
1ished mmech thet deserves to be recognized ag liferature, there is ro comperison on an
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alexies thet followe esldblished sLT patterns.

.5 science fiction end 1us Family of sub-genres stend koday, pore fantasy offers
sreater opportunity for artistic cgestion than does stf itself. This may be only De-
i | van oo iir.'-?.i?.j?;iﬂﬁgri'_,

=

auage the posaibilit; of an 11logical, impossible environmeni (or evel nt ;
g1ll) oifera e freer canvas for literary wotk than do the forced or contrived worlds

that atf is often compelled WO daal ' work. As 1 see the fleld today, the greata3l bl

remise of true literature exists in fantesy. Soi *ietion is too inherently bound !

Par - true 1itesratlurs., Ao

B By et T 1 - N ¥ wis e
L L )

- it5 own framewovk to sllow the artistic freedom necessavy vy b
tnis pitustion seems o have ramoined static for man) years +4th no chapze in 8igZA0.

0f course, scmetime in the futurs a1l "mainstream! fiction fay sceem by 1te props
to be the sciengs fiction of today. Spaceships and the thousand thousend other mir-
sles we predivt deily will be reslities, just &5 unhe automobiles and sirplanes of
thig eentury wers the "Science fiction® of the 1ast. But by then {unlsas &n entizely

nsu Horizon of imsgination opens up) 8cience fiction per ge will pe decd.

L

In the meantiwe, let us not ask wien scignes fiction will be classified as Jit-

erature.

But how.
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FLNS ARE SLANS DFPARTMENT.....The Man of Tomor—ow Is Herel 3

A prominent locel fan, whoss nsme I do not wish to take in wveia forl am not a
troublemaker, once had a fight with his Wf6. This is ascarcely news, but this Han of
the Future loudly declared his intention to ll himself. "I am golpg to kill my-
a=1if," he gsid like a cornmy movis actor, and went slowiy %o the bathroom so that the
imopingwy cemeras might pan with him. .

He locked the door noisily, Tor he 1is Awars of Sound, ard soon there was the
aoige of weter running in the bathtub. His wife, used to his Grade B melodrama anu-
ies, peld little attention. ifter a time, the water stopped, and she heard himmtter-
ing to himself. After a quarter of an hour she begen to veflect on the gituation. 1t
wes pot 1likely he would kill himeelf, she thought. HNet unless he could manage 1t 80
‘huat ne conld stand off and waltch ner digeover his poor lifeless body end esgeriy
dripk in her reactions aa shs stared &t the still form of THE Man Jho Leved Her SO
Madly That He Scught Peace in the Grave. 34411, she thought, he was so spt %o foul up
the job as he did everything alse thet he might just possibly kill hinself by accid-
ent. DBeaides, her fsminine curlosity began o prod her. sShe went o the door- |
Strangely enough, the bolt was shiot but somehow had not menaged to enter toe slot, 80
J thet it vas not sctusily locked. She pushed the door open and went in.
| Thers, seated in tos bathtub, waa the Man of Tomorrow. Heé was gawing and hacking
|

ot His throat with a safety razor. The skin was abraded snd lacerated by the gerratﬂd
cuard testh of the razor, but pe further damage had been done becsuse the would-be
suinide ned thooghtfully removed the blade before he began to cut his throat.

—— Anonymous (Burbee?)
fpom Spacewsrp #42, Sept '30
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«vsDeing lelters and the lika.,

Last issus, when this column was atill called

"1he Readers Retort® and we were sbout to leunch »
contest for 4 new title, we mentioned that there was
a copy of Shaggy #30 to be had for the person who asube
mitted a title we liked enough to use. Well, the con- !
test was wlthdrawn, but one dossn't juat flaunt a Bup- |
bee-produced fenzine in fandom's face without scme kind o
of result. On 18 July this card cama: 1

—_——

TERRY CARfl: Today I was readinz ths PSI PHI annish at I
lagt--you people who complain of belng be-
Hind in commenting on fimz fracture me--and I note that
you appaerently have e duplicate of Shaggy #30, (ot a
duplicate--a precious only copyl)) Happens that thatisg
one o! the jssues we nsed to complete our collsction of
"Whaddya mean, he's all heart? i, mas, Could we beg, Poiid¥ stesl & copy from vou
L don't iind any at alliw somehow? Would be glad to trade subs to our mags and
would probably sgree Lo howsver many issnes you asked
; Within resson. Like, faunch! that's yhat we're doing. (80 I wrote back and told
‘eryy I dida't went suba but whst sort of rare fmz would he offer in trade. Have yet
%o bear from him, but it's too soon.})
Have I told you I loved Bjo's cover on PSI-PUIT Well, I did. Also Taj's Detent-
ien report; em faunching (that word sgain) for the rest of it.

HiRRY WARNER JR: ..-That takea care of vour letter;, I think, and brings me to Psi-Phi

which I enjoved thoroughly again slthough it ia considerable of a
holt 4o find hectograph-type reproduction beside mimeograph. The one looks pallid end
th# other peems crude when they!re side by side like that. There's nothing wrong with
them vlewed singly, but itig sometning like the bad impression that sciencefiction and
weird fiction reflect on one another when they appear in the same magazine or anthology.
The pext thing that occurs to me is the change that has come over fandom's standards
wiaen you spend one-balf of s page apologizing for the wretched thinness of the annish,
and 1t turns out to pissess 40 pages. There was @ time when Fansines wersa marvals if
they hit 40 pages once in a carsep.

I wes glad to ese the picture page again, after I had praised it so highly to
Bruce. But I'd still like to know who ig the enchanting creature in the foreground of
the Friar Tucker picturs. Mavbe she has & Gresdfnl fave bit whet is visible looks
ebout right. I also got the pleasure of rerognition from many things in Ted's con-
vontion veport; by now I Find myself comparing wy convention memoriss with each new
acirative of ite events, because I've read go much sbout it that I probably remember
it 88 well az anyone who attended. There were qulie & few previously neglected mattera
covered in this sccount, like ths fireworks eplacds and the Willy Ley talk.

Jean's sccount of how badly she has rocks in her head was moet amusing, too. I
wish they had been able to gpsnd more time in Hagevretow: on that trip westwsrd, because
there ars supposed %o be many geological marvels in this vicinity, inecluding the At-
lantic comset of a few millenin ago on a mountainside a dozen miles wast of hers. When
someons finde oystershslls on this mountain,it's always hard to determine if seientists
should bs called because of fossils or police Bhould be called becaunee of littering the
countrysides. |

flog Ebert continues to write very fins reviews. But I woncsr if he doesn't overe
lock the fact thaet writers « for Galaxy are suffering from the same flaws that main-
#iream writers demonstrate; too much preocccupation with Hemingway. RErnest was the fel- :

. dow who started this obsmsesion with a drink on every page and s neur-tie obsession 1n k|
every bero's head, not H.L. Gold.
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HOEE BETDALY : Wish Tegard o uis 8gTious afde of By’ s dizntyibe Bzs1N8T SANSLE LBIL -
“ cluaenifications there 1B quiti 4 bit of truth in that Fhen T came in -
rpsiene one sipgle serisg ol tesi datermined the yest af your career wilth Uncle Jam. °
(] :-q. ..‘.It f!r‘l h -;- E )
v L]

Bew they sre allowiny everyons to roteat, although from what motiven I
ghale tepting idea 18 yidegpresd and the probable reagoning geems o ron &3 T0LLOWSS "

1) Pe want the Dest qualiiied man for the Job.
2) He will divige & test io see whom tha bect qualified wan may ba. o -
3) Sincs we can't afford to contimually test personmel this one teést w
have to bo mads as good s34 pogsible, |
4) Since our Test is the bept test possible iU gives =N goouzate ploiure of
the indiwidusl being teated. | _ | |
§) Therefors, our casulls csn adlweys be uged as &n impartial zuide o job [
nlacesment (or what have you) « |
Moy gince no one test cen adequately ~aveal sll the potentislities of an individusl
aheolute faith in them should not te permitisd. But then where would wa be? Tesls e
goem to be 5 necossery ovil.
Yousr guotes from “0ld" fanzirves don'w quite strike me Lbat way, The guotes ars
Guite a1l zight but they ssem to be too recenk. Try going all &hs way back to the wid- 1
dle end eerly thirties. (LIf you will ﬂupyly?%ith fensines from that pericd T shall '
be extremsly glad to do so.})

-

LEN MOFFATT: Doddl, a treveling giani in his own right, mikes Morocco sourd morve in- y
terpating than the commercial tpavel ads low same. The biz sbouf. women ;
doine the heavy work (and normally welking & few pagsy beliind the husband) seeme 10

be trae of mest Orisntal countriss. I remember in Nsgasalcl zgeing & man walking elong
serrying & small briefcess o foldo, followed by his wife cerrying & HUGE bundle of
housshold items on her back. They wers sn elderiy touple, and she was bept almnst _
double Trom tne woight of her load. 4s they sleppec elong, sonversing auite chesriullyy

I 4vied to esvesdrep bub my koowledze of tha langusge WAS +o0 1itils %o do mors tham
{igure cut that they were indsad men and wife. Children-—wery gmell children, wo—

were used Por hard labor. The "dock workers” who wnloadsd our ceabegs aud gesr Irom our
giiip included meny 1itile tykss who aetusily ran #ith gach load (from dockslide to ware—
hovss) . Apperently the theory wea that the faater they mowed back and Torth the leps )
tims they would have to support sach crate or agabaz. 1 cell them tykes besausse Lhey :

wive guite gmell, sithough they might have been oldaj shan they appearsd to my 1
weidental sye. One thing was certain: despite whal us v i congidsr & stervation
| diel. they were strong. i
] i anorema—the mental pic of an editor usinz blue pencils like dousing rods , -

tonued off by Feng using spectecle stens in a 1ikc manoer, brought zughter to
thess slack old lips. Any chance of getting WA¥ to continue ghig column in your msg?
[Ext'z up to Wall. Wail? Pleszaet})

| 1.8 NIRENBER:: Re a real gourmet and make up soms "esfe con leche® which is Maxicsn
| nffes with milk. Insteed of using hot water in that recipo I gave
vou, uas hot mil? instesd (except when yoh'vre adding the drops of water) . After s

L
[ while you!ll find you can make up a cup of it in about the time it teles %o healt the =
millk, It iz more work than ordinpary caffes bub woith it. Just think of that glorious = |
ziowa e you whip Ube coffee granulea; dessn'i that fair make your mputh water? After iy
| hevine hated coffes for yeara I've {inally bacome en addlet, but I find I'm sddicted S
| only the coffee I meke and I ztill can't stend the crap iher sell in restauranis = K

and even that 'fresh cround! stuff doesn't move me. This 1s becouvee 1 use a special
Hollans eoffes which I order from an importer in Hemilton. Then on top of that I uase

a Dutch coffes avoma (in 1ieu of chicory) which I add to it. The result is delicious. o
((1 like the flavour of coffee, Les, but not in standard form. Sorry!})

~ T'mglsd to see the snappy Bjo coveér and hope you can gel her to do more for you' =
i the future. She's just great! ({Well, could heve had Bjo $1los front and rear this =

. timy bub bed the ATom illo on hend, 80 used Bjo's for two apa.zims-}) = £
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