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ANNUAL REPORT.

— -

The Coal Tonnage over the road and its several branches for
the fiscal year ending 30th November’ last, was 2,080,156
tons, agamst 2,037,1497 tons for the previous year, showing
an aggregate increase of 42,4428 over the last or any previous
year. There was a decrease, however, of coal delivered to the
canal at Mauch Chunk, of 191,376} tons, and an increase of
233,819 tons over our main line, below that point.

The charges for carrying coal, during the year, were twenty
per cent. less than in the previous year. Notwithstanding the
reduction, the increased tonnage and mileage have brought up the
receipts on coal tonnage to within $244,583.48 of the previous
year. The necessity for this reduction did not result from com-
petition in our immediate region, but from the reduced price coal
sold for in New York by the companies in the Wilkesbarre and
Lackawanna regions, who combine the privileges of mining and
carrying coal to New York, and who sold at public auction
large quantities of coal in that market, at prices that obliged
us to offer to our customers very low rates of freight, unless we
had allowed them to be excluded to a great extent from that
the largest market for anthracite coal in the country.

The Board deemed it to be for the permanent interest of this
Company, that every proper exertion should be made to main-
tain the full supply of Lehigh coal in that market, and they
have succeeded, having transported more coal to New York
than in any former season. |

The receipts from Miscellaneous Freights, other than coal,
have increased over last year $113,757.26, and the receipts from
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'I":Lﬁﬂcng{frﬂ and Mails have also inecreased : but showing a loss
i receipts from all sources, as compared with the previous year,
of '.‘:'E:,Ti'-l!il-:}-"i,l.i-ﬂ_

Though the recelpts have diminished, the expenses have
inereased. - Wages and labor remain as high as ever, while
materials JIH{_HI in maintenance of road and ui_hq;r 1‘1_-13;151154, are
without much reduction in price.

We also find, as the volume of trade inereases, that to main-
tain our road, bridges and rolling-stock in good order, requires
increased care and expense.

Our taxes, both State and National, are very heavy : we pay
over $100,000 per annum in taxes on dividends alone, hesides a
State tax on lnrlll.'!j__tl‘i_' and another on IT0OS8 ]'{_‘l:t_‘i]ﬂ'r‘h The
United States levy a tax of two and a half per cent. on the
recelpts from passengers and mails, and a tax on cars and
locomotives, whether bought or built by us, of five per cent.
The receipts from all sources of business, for the

year, were $3,641,136.08

Expenses of eonducting the business, 2.147,208.88

The details of the business, with the sources of supply and
distribution, are fully shown in the report of the Superintendent
and Engineer, which is hereto appended.

The extension of our road from White Haven to Wilkesharre.
which was under construction at the last annual report, has
since that time been completed—distance thirty-one miles—and is
now in full operation. The amount received from the sale of
stock to build that extension, was $1.323.100. The cost of the
road,with its sidings and branches to collieries, was $1,842,643.49,
leaving a balance of over $500,000 to be provided for.

The Lehigh Valley Railroad, now completed and in operation,
extends from Haston to Mount Carmel, 100 miles: from Baston
to Wilkesbarre, 101 miles ;: from Easton to the extension of the
seaver Meadow Branch, T0 miles,—of which more than 60 miles
are double track, with extensive sidings and turnouts, equal in
aggregate length to a third track—making over 300 miles of
single track, including sidings—reaching to the important coal-
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fields of Mahanoy, Wyoming and Beaver Meadow : and, by a
connection with the Hazleton Railroad, we receive large sup-
plies of coal tonnage from that and the Black Creek coal basin.
In addition to the ordinary expenses of the road, we have,
during the year, expended on the rolling-stock, engines and
cars., $255.821.93, to accommodate the inerease of business :
and other expenditures were made, amounting to $249,928.78,
for dwelling houses, engine houses, machine shops, sidings, Xe.,
deemed necessary for the trﬂi-:.‘ii."llﬂ}' and .-!-{'_'.l_'m‘if}-* of the increaser
business of the road.
The capital stock of the Company consists of

214,628 shares, $10,731,400 00
To which will be added, on the 15th Jan-
uary instant, 42,585 shares, 2,129,250 00
Making 257,213 shares, $12.860,650 00
Our floating debt, $919,922 41
Our bonded debt, 1.437.000 00

2,356,022 4]

15,217,572 41

Under the charter to build a railroad from Wilkesbarre to the
New York State line—the controlling interest being owned by
this Company—the work of construction has been vigorously
pursued, and nine miles of it, from the connection with the
Lehigh Valley Road at Wilkesbharre to Pittston, there con-
necting with the Lackawanna and Bloomshurg Road, has been
completed and brought into active and profitable use. At the
northern end of the line about twenty-one miles, from Towanda
to Waverly, is completed, and a connection there made with the
Eric Railroad. Business was commenced on that part of the
road a short time since, and promises not only to be a great
accommodation to the thriving town of Towanda, but profitable
to the Company. On the middle section of the route (about
seventy-three miles) most of the bridges, including ove over the
Lackawanna. near Pittston, are in course of construction, and
some of them nearly completed; and the grading throughout the
whole line is very nearly ready for the rails.
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The amount received from the stockholders of this Company
who subscribed for Lehigh Valley Railroad stock, for the
purpose of being appropriated to this work, amounting to
81,731,120, has been expended. Besides the fifth and last
imstallment of nearly $400,000, payable on the 15th January
mstant, 1t will require, it is estimated, a million and a half more
money to complete the road and procure a full supply of
rolling-stock, depots and shops, to meet the requirements of
the business that will offer as soon as the road is opened.

[t is not proposed by the Board to recommend the issue of
any more Lehigh Valley Railroad stock, but to sell the Seven
per cent. Mortgage Bonds of the Pennsylvania and New York
Canal and Railroad Company that we have taken for our
advances to that Compdny ; and, to give currency and inereased
value to them, the Board has concluded to guaranty said bonds,
so far as received in payment of advances.

The bonds received from that Company thus far, amount to
sixteen hundred and seventy-seven honds, of one thousand
dollars each, with coupons. Fifteen hundred of said bonds
have thirty years to run, and the balance forty years.

In regard to the policy of building 108 miles of railroad,
from a connection with the Lehigh Valley Road, at Wilkesbarre.
to a connection with the Erie Railroad, at Waverly, that work
was undertaken by the Board of M anagers of this Cnmlmny,
not solely on account of its own intrinsic value, but because it

" was deemed of vital importance to the interests of the Lehigh
Valley Railroad.

We have competition in the Mahanoy for the coal-trade of
that region. We have competitors for the coal-trade in the
Wyoming, both south and east; but in regard to the road up
the North Branch, when that road shall be completed, we have
no competitors on that line, and, to develop an extensive and
prolific country, rich in agriculture—as the opening of that road
will do—is an ohject of primary importance to the interests of
our road ; besides, it will open the best routes for the coal in
Wyoming to Central and Western New York and to the lakes,
and will also open railroad communication, north and south, for
the bituminous coal of Bradford county. In passengers and
general freight, this road will develop an extensive country, -
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now without railroad facilities, and by our elose connection and
control, we may reasonably expect a trade, hoth in amount and
profit, that will amply pay the Lehigh Valley Railroad for all
its outlay in that direction in the past and in the future. Inde-
pendent of its great value as an adjunct to the Lehigh Valley,
the Directors have no doubt that the road up the North Branch
will make a return of profits that will he (quite satisfactory.

If it had been safe for the Lehigh Valley Road to remain as
1t was, without looking to ‘the future, the Directors would have
had a far easier task than has fallen to their lot; but they felt
the imperative necessity of ;ui||'1i:‘1i.~+t.u1'irr;;{ the affairs of the Com-
pany, not ouly for the present, but for the tuture. In under-
taking this important extension, the Directors have no douhbt
that it will not only largely add to the business and profits of
the Lehigh Valley Railroad, but give it power to attract business
to 1ts main stem, that it otherwise could not command.

Since the last annual report we have to regret the decease of
our late tellow-member, Josiah O. Stearns,

]}}r order of the Board.

WM. W. LONGSTRETH,
January 8, 1868. President.
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Orrice oF THE Sup't AND Exe’'r L. V. R. Rbp,,
JETHLENEM, PA., Nov. 80th, 186T.

Wwu. W. LoxasTrETH, Esq., Pres. L. V. R. R. Co.,

Dear Sir:—The following report of the business of the
Lehigh Valley Railroad, for the fiseal year ending November
o0th, 1867, 18 lt‘hl:l"{:“l.l”_‘!.?‘ submitted :—

The total amount of coal transported over the main line and
branches, was 2,080,157 tons.

This was derived from the following sources :—

1866, 1507 Increase. | Decrease.
WyOming KegioDueeeeessesssasnsassssaess " 315,448| 274,384|.0eeeneene.| 41,109
II[FE[t[IIt L FEF EEG e ERE RS B EEE Hl;'l:Hl-::! T:!!r:}.::;:llll | 1"1.:;,"11]*{
Upper Lehigh ]-.f‘l"lﬂrt] BR.9BG| 58.9B5|.icensnnesis
Beaver Meadow ** .ccccecssacsivsnnse 622,231| BTT7,678] 55,447 scsssesarsns
Mahanoy Region..iccesissssssncenanans | 822,230] 452,837 130,807 |ceecsccnsss
MIBCeIANBONE sisnsesisusn vvsamarvssiavane L3 DR nioniiiviare]shuneearions l lﬂ,tmt;
1) 1 ) Y g | E,fl.’:]’, 14) 2,080,167 "Hl ﬂ 30 1“7.5[3‘“
And was delivered as follows :—

At Penn Haven June., for canal......] 126, lT“- E’?: ............ J 126,386
At Mauch Chunk, for canal...cceene | 179,5618| 114,626|.. . ‘ 64,992
On line of road above Mauch {_‘huulil 336 16,716 lh 380
At Manch Chunk., Gassabenraenasnnns 047 440/, BT
On line of road below Manuch Chunk 635,785 JE-i,EHﬁi: l” L175]senvassneses
To East Pennsylvania Railroad....... 10,050 8,442 ].c0ues cavans 3,608
To North Pennsylvania Railroad..... 141,841 140.82 7| caesnrnneiss 1,014
To Morris Cantil.ceeencnssernacacsanneaaasy  111,5631 -106,380] 6,222
To Belvidere De 't AWAre hmlm ul 165,016 .—J;bA H8| E:IJ 4 i 9
To Central Railroad of New JLI‘:-L_‘. o DBB2,774| 514,945].... 67,829
To Morris and Essex Railroad......... 63,420( 217,424 lLr-'i 004] +veaenne <
Total by canal.....cieeeeees| B05,002 114,616 191,376

“ ¢ rajlroad..........| 1,731,722| 1,965,5641| 233,819

Grand total........ E‘_T}HT,TH! 2,080,157 dEJIT

= —— o w o e—

— === e —




10

During the same period there were transported 643,125 pas-
sengers, equal to 11,013,473 carried one mile ; being an increase
over the previous year of 82,203, equal to 1,504,506 carried
one mile.

Miscellaneous freight transported amounted to 1,050,442
tons, equal to 23,418,334 tons one mile; being an increase over
the previous year of 196,048 tons, equal to 6,089,472 tons one
mile—made up principally of lumber, iron ore, building-stone,
through stock, Allentown Line and Empire Line freight, and
general merchandise.

Compared with last year, the receipts from coal show a
decrease of $244,573.48, or 8.80 per cent.; from freight an
increase of $113,757.26, or 19.39 per cent.; from passengers
an increase of $60,377, 57 or 17.52 per cent.

Total decrease of receipts, $70,438.65, or 1.90 per cent.

The mileage of trains and earnings per mile run, were as
follows :—

1867, 1866,

EARNINGS EARNINGS

i FPER MILK, MILES RUN. PER MILE.
OBA) s brosnssssesussnsnribense snsssovnat| © TB5{063( B3 45 .| 673,734 $4 614
BTOIPI s i daervesnaroen innosess e A ; 232,819 3 004~ 174,657 3 58
R ANRANTOY o iianssnsiasinanes siinasssrsar| BOD.609 1 5645 231,020 1 6370
Drilling ... o SREER I (1 ) ) ) K | FES ST BL.TO&! Ls ok ¥ierinns
UunstruLtlnu aml M. of Wuj i 82,626 sisvisnseaiiy 11416 ciaveinaisain
Total...coocviniinienniaad| 1,443,070] $2 528 1,231,691 $3 30,3

—— o s e Emoaam e W B Y i _—

The earnings per mile run show a decrease of 78 cents, or
about 23.61 per cent. This is accounted for by the facts that
about the middle of June thirty-one miles additional track were
brought into use, the revenues from which were much less per
mile than for the balance of main line, and that the revenue per

ton, received for transportation of coal, was 20.8 per cent. less .

this year than last.

The number of tons of coal transported one mile this year, is
15.36 per cent. in excess of last year, while the receipts from
that source were diminished 8.8 per cent.

Owing to a protracted strike among the miners in the early
part of the year, the coal transportation was irregular, and,
therefore, more expensive. Up to April 1st we had received
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but 29,000 tons from the Hazleton region, and during the first
five months of the year the monthly average from all sources
was but 106,593 tons. The average per month, for the balance
of the year, was 202,203 tons.

The freight other than coal continues to increase annually—
keeping pace with the growth of the great mining and manufac-
turing interests of the valley. A glance at the amount of
tonnage transported, in connection with the manufacture of
iron and the revenue derived therefrom, will give an idea of the
importance to our road of this branch of industry.

234,306 tons of iron ore...... JssnisaasipanneaenuRal Tasves ApOS L0, G4
BIQA3 13 e OR e vt i s S S APRRTAITE) 7,279 03
RO N O I T e e r e s R e L A T 79,146 76
29,002  *  railroad IrON.cicesccesesnssasioseesseseces 20,923 98

12:.]!-';3 b U]Il -I-rll:'r-l “rﬂtﬂr-liil}ﬂ’ "-h{:l'l *IEl I TREL] ﬁ,?zl 4ﬁ

541,425 tons. Lotaliineiis & P s D iy LT 95

Much of this tonnage is transported but a short distance.
We have, however, the benefit of all trade incidental thereto,
such as the transportation of passengers and the materials con-
sumed by the population employed at the works and mines.

Other products of our valley make no meagre show in the
freight accounts. There was transported, of

ROOBNZ BINTE. i..virisivisnnssiessssinovsvissnssiNanimaneitose. 11,025 tonE)
BEBOBL « ¢ il il e oot e B iR s PR e Lo 849
MAMTECLUred IO i v ieusiiiii torsss ciimstanadnnisassntr 03D L
Oxide and gpelteri.iiiciaiiiiisieeinsesssesisrssnessansens. 3,463 4
MELAIEG DAY iasitievios iwrisriaenss s ineteesrhaykalErrs b oa BB S8
UBINBIL: (issiviasiarinenamnnssbonnhosnrsbosandaredusiobdssnasty. JSH00 M

L'U.I'llhEI' EEEAE N B SR BB EREEE E GERTEE RS ER RN AR e FE NS B 3‘],057 L

Total amount of lumber transported, 97,284 tons. The
Empire Transportation Company brings to us this year, 68,779
tons of freight, principally petroleum.

The passenger business also shows a gratifying increase, and
an examination of the details reveals the fact that more than
two-thirds of the business is local. Of the 643,125 passengers
carried, 461,830 were to and from points on our own road.
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There was charged to Construction (not including Wilkesbarre
extension) as follows :— |

PO NoW TPRACKS. . coivics suvssssssisisssiesssassrsursssnsesipial, 820 64
¢« ¢ ghops and engine HOUSES.cviiiiussiiennennneanse 64,5630 90
00 ek B sl lTRE o5e s viici svsnpansn iimnsanuansssnnsobanssiors, « SEDOL 14
bk 186 O D i T wvennbs cesasisaisarisnsanarsessivinssisnerans L3908 10
¢ t regervoirs and water-s AtioNs. cuiviisiiicicanans 2,607 16
¢¢ New Boston Branch....ccciorseos sraressrsasasancessasse 8,084 84

PO s nenaresonshorsssrssnssssn P2 ey 028 T8

At the date of last annual report we stated that we confi-
dently expected to have the extension into Wyoming Valley
opened in May. Through the skill and energy of our contract-
ors, the road was so far completed as to enable us to run an
excursion train over it from Bridgeport (below White Haven)
to Northampton street, Wilkesbarre, thirty-one miles, on May
29th. Coal, freight and passenger trains commenced running
regularly, June 17th. The work of construction upon this portion
of the line was quite heavy—the average cost per mile for gradu-
ation and masonry being $36,700; total cost, $1,842,643.49.
\This is in excess of the estimates, which were based upon wages
‘at $1.75 per diem, and a hope that they would be lower. The
contrary proved to be the case, however, and wages advanced
to $2.00 per day, and continued at that rate until the grading
was nearly completed. This involved an advance in the con-
tractor’s prices, which, together with a larger portion of the
line being graded for double track than was contemplated, and
additional sidings at Fairview, (top of mountain,) raising the
bridge at Bridgeport, &c., have swelled the amount to the sum
named. The road is of a permanent character, with the exeep-
tion of about 1,200 feet of trestle-work, above White Haven,
which it is designed to fill up in the future. The track is laid
with sixty-pound rail, on broken-stone ballast, and is in good
condition. The alignment and grades are as favorable as the
nature of the country would permit.,

The following is the amount of track laid, and grading for
second track and sidings, on this extension :—

Main track, from Bridgeport to Northampton street,

“rilkesl}ilrrE¢lqjl‘tl.llll!l‘lii!llll! BEdsae mpRdad IFFRESEEE 31'['{} mi.{[ls"
Second track lald...cccieiciiniiceaniciiniissssisassisicncsnn 4,63 ¢
Sidings and branches to collieries laid......coovvives 3,94 U

Total length of track laid............ 39.67
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vess D.62 miles.
B

Grading complete for second track.......cooveieens
L A5 ¢ Bidings ceversece

TERIISEERTI LR B L

—_————= =

Total length of tracks graded ........ 6.48

———————

i

Ground should be purchased at or near Wilkesharre, and
shops for the repairs of locomotives and cars erected thereon.
At present all cars which nced considerable repairs are sent
to Packerton, (fifty-two miles,) and locomotives are sent to
Weatherly, Delano, or South Easton. Frame engine houses
have been erected at Fairview and Sugar Notch, but buildings
of a more permanent character should be provided as soon as
practicable. There is also needed a number of dwellings for
the better accommodation of our employees.

There are now in use, including all divisions of the road,
65.01 miles of double track, and 96.17 miles of single track ;
in addition to which there are 13.87 miles of double track laid,
but used as sidings, and 69.69 miles of sidings—making total
length of track laid, 809.75 miles,—an increase from last year
of 48.26 miles.

There are also on the main line 8.28 miles of grading com-
pleted and ready for track.

The following materials were used for repairs and con-
struction, not including the extension from White Haven to

Wilkesbarre :—
n 2| @ w v M Z | @
e ' 2 A
REPAIRS. oAl 3 @ g o R S -
Box| & = o -~ = = .
= B i o 7
Bastern DiviSioN...eesecesses sesees seeese oo 20 | 88 | 13,833 | 3,351 | 1,743 | 145
Wyoming Divisionu.iweseiesseisssessrensss|sennnefoenaanl 1,009 256 37 10
Beaver Meadow LiviSion...seeeescesseencs|sosnsefesesss| 10,778 | 1,816 908 94
Mahanoy Division .. sssisseeses vonen [sossasfoeneen| T,002 | 913 1,076 | 40
1y P SR SR ) e 20 | 38 | 33,182 | 6,336 | 4,663 | 289

CONSTRUCTION.

Bastern Division...ccecescenssesessssesssess| 26 [ 20 | 4,788 GO0 202 b9
Wyoming DiviSion...ccceeiisssssssoncanas| 1 1 |eeececccncs]|acnussnns]|onsasnnes|unane
Beaver Meadow DivisioD....eeesssnss o (IR T 331 111 86 9
Mahanoy DivisioDu....cceeieenecee.. ceees| 28 | 38 | 10,500 | 1,506 | 1,506 , 150
Totalans s PRy S SO 62 | 76 | 15,619 | 2,307 | 1,794 | 218
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But little has been done toward filling the trestle-work
across the mouth of Hickory run; it is expected, however, to
complete this work during the coming winter, The widening
of the rock-cut, at the west end of the Delaware bridge, has
been completed, and is now ready for track.

The track crossing above the grade of the Catawissa Railroad
has been completed and is in use. It has proved to be of great
advantage to both roads, by avoiding detention to trains and
danger of collision.

A new telegraph line has been built and equipped on the
Wyoming Division, from Bridgeport to Wilkesbarre, and thence,
on the road of the Pennsylvania and New York Canal and
Railroad Company, to Lackawanna and Bloomsburg Railroad
junction, and the wire extended from Bridgeport to Packerton,
8o that this line is nmow continuous from Packerton to Lacka-
wanna and Bloomsburg Railroad junction, with offices at
convenient points.

My opinion of the value of the steel rails remains unchanged.
During the year three of them have been broken—one by a
slide of rock, and the other two from causes not ascertained.
The breaking of two rails out of two hundred tons, after a use
of three years, with a large tonnage passing over them, com-
posed of trains of the very heaviest class, should not condemn
them. A recent examination of the steel track shows every
rail in it, with one single exception, to be perfect and apparently
in as good condition as when first laid, except the natural wear
incident to the service they perform. We know they will wear
out in time, and I do not, as yet, agree with those who claim
that they will outlast fifteen or twenty iron rails; but my
experience leads me to reiterate the opinion, heretofore
expressed, that on our main line, especially on the Wilkesbarre
mountain and Weatherly grade, it will be economy to make the
renewals with steel.

The use of steel tire is still continued with satisfactory
results ; there have been a few failures, but our experience leads
us greatly to prefer them to jron. The homogeneity of the
metal prevents lamination and uneven wear, and no flat spots
occur, as in the‘iron. OQur recent purchases have been mostly
of Krupp’s manufacture; they are somewhat softer than some

X
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other makes of tire, but they are uniform in quality, and none
have yet failed with us.

The difficulty of getting a cast-iron wheel for locomotive
trucks, that will endure the service required, has induced us to
try a cast-iron wheel with steel tire. The first cost of these is
greater than the cast iron, but they will be very much safer,
and will, in the’end, I think, prove most economical. There
are now in use fifty-eight locomotives furnished with steel tire.
(The steel tires of Butcher’s make, on the engine *“Easton,”
noted in previous reports, have now made a total mileage of
86,000 miles, having been turned off twice, about three-
sixteenths of an inch each time.)

All locomotives purchased during the past year have steel
furnace-plates, and we have now in use fourteen fire-boxes of
steel—but one has proved at all defective. The homogeneity of
the metal prevents all possibility of blistering, and the only
danger to be apprehended is the eracking of the plates, which
was the case in the one above noted as defective. The first
steel fire-box put in our locomotives was in January, 1862,
since which time it has been in constant use without any
evidence of failure. The indications are that steel will prove
superior to iron; though I am not prepared to assert this so
positively as is the case of the rails and tire.

Passenger engine, No. 11, has been in constant use eleven
years, and freight engine, No. 21, eight years, without renewal
of fire-hoxes ; both these were Low Moor iron plates.

BRIDGES.

Since last report all the bridges on the extension from White
Haven to Wilkesbarre, five in number, have been built, and
other work done, as follows :—

The double-track iron bridge, of thirty-eight feet span, spoken
of in last report, has been put up at Allentown.

The bridge at Slatington has had an additional truss for a
third track.

The span of trestle-work between the river and canal bridges,
at Mauch Chunk, has been replaced by a double-track span of

iromn.

e Tl T — R — e ot

il
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The bridge across the Lehigh, at Bridgeport, has been raised
to the grade established by the decision of the Court. The
bridges upon the line are in good order, with one or two excep-
tions. The one across Mahoning creek it is proposed to replace
by substituting a stone viaduct, during the coming year.

BUILDINGS.

At Easton a new passenger depot has been commenced, and
is now near completion.

At Bethlehem a new passenger depot, 100 by 44 feet, has
been built, in connection with North Pennsylvania Railroad
Company, at joint expense.

Our equipment is now as follows :—

Buginos, of all Claslol, i vicvninsisrssesnppsssssssspasisssssiusane. . Of
Passenger cars (15 first class, 3 second ¢lass).....cuienaeses . 18
BRECRIGT. | lGiiiisinisstaisstisie shitsassieiassiadiibsns vinanide 8
Express L R i i G AU S DY g O S L B PR T 2
House B et s e e an e wan e R Eraey AU ISR PR RRTH TR O SU SR AN eA 2
PIAtIOFI  *& (iicerneerss sesusvieassssinseonasanvossesussosassves ve -S40
Gravel $0 1 | Khnin s dniiatissanin taiunavayins saassinsisswenswwsavsumn ) HO8
Wreck and t00l-CArs..ccciiciissensernasiacinne snscenssriensinasinenne 4
LATAB-BRYAL isiciihaeasssasannsisbisnoisissboianadusciassnnvorvssvnsaanonns S0
Coal ¢ (rated as 4-wheeled cars)....ccivirnersncaicicnionsenes, 6,980

The number of engines given above includes seven which are
not relied on for general service, two entirely out of service, and
two (Nos. 6 and 24) which have been transferred to the Penn-
sylvania and New York Canal and Railroad Company, and are
now running between Towanda and Waverly. We lost during
the year engine No. 30 by explosion.

We will want, during the year, at least six new ten-wheel
engines to accommodate our increasing trade and increased
length of line now operated : half this number should be ordered
at once. We are also greatly in need of the two drilling-
engines and one passenger engine asked for in last report. We
have now in process of construction, at our shop at South
Easton and Delano, two engines, which will be completed and
in use early in the year; but these will only supply the place
of those sent to the upper line. One engine has been rebuilt at
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Weatherly shops, and is now in the passenger service on Wyoming
Division. She is a very efficient machine, but rather light for
the mountain. |

_Our passenger equipment is limited. The business now doing
requires at least four additional cars, which should be provided
the coming winter, especially so in view of our providing the
rolling-stock for the extension of the railroad up the North
Branch. |

The Plymouth and Wilkesbarre Railroad and Bridge Com-
pany completed and opened their road, two miles in length,
September 19th, connecting our road, at South Wilkesbharre,
with the Lackawanna and Bloomsburg Railroad, at Plymouth ;
sinee which time 14,034 tons of coal have passed over this road
to our line. An arrangement with the Lackawanna and Blooms-
burg Railroad Company enables us to reach all coal on the west
side of the river secking an eastern market; in addition to
which the Plymouth Company have large coal operations of
their own, which, when fully developed, will yield a heavy ton-
nage for us.

The road of the Pennsylvania and New York Canal and Rail-
road Company was completed from the junetion with our road
at Northampton street, Wilkesbarre, a distance of nine and a
half miles, to the junction with the Lackawanna and Blooms-
burg Railroad at Pittston, and was opened for traflic Septem-

ber 23d; since which time passenger and freight trains have.

heen running regularly, onneeting with trains on the Lacka-
wanna and Bloomsburg Railroad for Scranton.

The portion of the line of this road between Towanda, Penn-
sylvania, and Waverly, New York, is ready for business, and
will be opened early in December. The connection with the
Barclay Railroad not having been made, the traffic during this
winter will consist of passengers and freight only. Work on
the remaining portion of the road, viz., between Towanda and
Lackawanna and Bloomsburg Railroad junction, seventy-three
miles, has progressed through the summer as rapidly as circum-
stances would permit.  The heavy embankment and masonry
for crossing the Lackawanna are completed; one span of
bridge is up, and the other framed and ready to put up. The
masonry for crossing canal is ready, and all the materials for

o e e R ——
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the bridge on the ground. The masonry for Buttermilk Falls
bridge is nearly completed, leaving but little to do to put the
line in condition to receive the track to Tunkhannock. From
thence to Wysox, forty-nine miles, the work is in various stages
of progress. The abutments for Meshoppen canal bridge are
completed, and those of the creeck bridge nearly so. The
masonry at Big Tuscarora is finished, and at Little Tusearora
about one-third done. About one-third of the masonry for
abutments and piers at Wyalusing is done. In addition to these,
there are a number of aqueducts over small streams, of from
fifteen to thirty feet span, that we propose crossing upon
trestling. |

In occupying the towing-path with our track, we encounter
thirteen lLift-locks, that will be overcome with grades of from
twenty to forty feet per mile, temporarily, to be reduced after
the road is opened—and the business will justify it—to ten feet
per mile. At most of these considerable filling has already
been done, and some of them are completed.

At Horse-Race dam we will diverge somewhat from the
towing-path, in order to improve the alignment and diminish
expense ; this work is yet to be done. Through the Narrows,
below Meshoppen, where we encounter some pretty heavy rock-
bluffs, more than half the work is completed. Considerable
progress has been made in the work of constructing the new
towing-path. I think full three-quarters of the work has been
done.

From Wysox to the connection with the track at Towanda,
the distance is about four miles, included in which will be the
bridge across the Susquehanna, 1,500 feet long.

After crossing Wysox creek and the canal, the line leaves the
towing-path, and, crossing the Wysox flats, approaches the river,
about one mile below the hridge.

The foundations for the river bridge are all in, and both
‘abutments and one pier nearly done, leaving seven plers yet to
be built.

The importance of this road is made manifest when the vast
annual increase of the coal-trade of the State of New York and
the lakes is contemplated. The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser
gives a table of the amount of coal received on the canals of New
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York, from which I extract the following :—1850, 80,127 tons ;
1860, 400,495 tons; 1866, 1,136,613 tons. This is a prize
worth contending for, and the favorable grades on this line will
enable it to command its full share of the coal tonnage seeking
a northern and western market. During the past winter about
two hundred and fifty feet in length of Horse-Race dam was
carried out by an ice freshet. The continued high water of the
spring prevented the repairs being made, and navigation was not
resumed until about mid-summer. The low price of coal then
made it necessary to reduce tolls, and the result has been
diminished tonnage and receipts. The accounts not having
reached me, I am unable to give the details of the business.

A few boat-loads of Barclay coal were brought to Wilkes-
barre, and thence, by rail, to the iron works on the Lehigh.
All who have used it pronounce it a first-rate coal for rolling-
mills.

The Southern Central Railroad is under contract between
Owego and Auburn, and about three hundred men at work upon
it. The president contemplates its completion early in the
vear 1869, |

Surveys have heen made and a strong disposition manifested
to build a road from our northern terminus, at Waverly, to
Ithica, on Cayuga lake. It is said that the grades going north
will not exceed fifteen feet per mile.

Both the above-named enterprises will depend on the North
Branch Railroad for their coal tonnage.

In view of the large and rapidly increasing northern market,
the ample means being provided for distribution of coal therein,
the necessity for tonnage for our road, and of the manifest
tendency of the active mining and transporting companies
now operating in Wyoming to absorb and control large bodies
of the most available coal. territory, for future use, and the
product of mines now opened to swell their present tonnage,
it becomes a question for very serious consideration, whether
such precautionary measures should not be adopted as will
secure, beyond a doubt, ample tonnage for oqur northern
improvement.




In ‘conclusion, permit me to say, that my several mmtanta
faflte heads of the various departments, and amplnya&a ganaral]y,
have yielded me efficient and hearty aid in conducting the
‘business of the past year.

Very respectfully, yours,

ROB'T H. BAYB.E
Superintendent and Engineer.
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