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OK ACTIVE SERVICE st AMERICAN RED CROSS 
AMERICAR EXPEDITIORARY FORCE 



FROM:  The Chief of Surgica: Team No, 104 

T0: 

SUBJEET: Final Report of Surgical Team No. 104, 

1. Team No. 104 wis formed at Bazoilles on July 19th and sent hurriedly across 

country by automcbile to Crepy Valois. _ On account of this esergency it was sent 

out without either nurses, orderliss or instrumente, and remained as originally con- 

stituted until the armistice was signed, In the haste £ departure no instructions 

wvere received in regard to tije keeping of records, 80 no deteiled sccount of the 

cases operated upon in July and August ie available. The report of the number of 

cases operated upon is approximately correct.  After August a detailed mccount of 

euch operation wes kept and all patients were given ppstals addressed to the Chief 

of the team, in crder to follow if possible their subsequent course. lany of these 

cases have Leen heard from, and interesing deta obtainsd, 

Teaw No.104 has been sasigned to the following hospitalsi= 

Field Hospital No,1 July 20~ 

Evacustion Hospital No.3, July 23-28. 

g A No.7  August 2« 

No.3 August 8 to September 25. 

No.11 September 26-30. 

No.3 October 1-30, 

No.12 RNovember 1-22, 

3. The following nusber of operations h.ve been performed in the varioms hospitdh 

Pield Hoapital No.l 8 cases 8 cases 0 Deatha. 

Evacuation Hospital No.5 - ] ) 

» » No.7 

» $ No.3 
(a) Orezancy 
(b) Toul 
(e} Cunarlv 



Evacuation Hospital No.11 58 Cases 

P ol o, 12 35 

4, Operations by montha:= 
July 43 Cages 
August 51 
September 120 " 
October 10 * 
November . 

o 42 

5.  Classificatior “Am operated u;fn during Septeaber, Octobes , and Novemer. 

It 1o difficult touclabsify these cases as many of them have multiple wounds. Only 

the-important wounds are given, but even so a casevmay be mentioned twice,- a3 per 

ezample, a patient having a coapound fracture of femuf and huseruswls classified 

under bothheadings. Oa the other hand many small jerforsting wounds are not mentioned, 

PERPORADING  PENETRATING  FRACTURES  AMPUTATIONS NERVE VESSEL 

[o=a 
b NECK 

1 
i 

_ THORAX 4 
" LUNGS  (a) Sutured.. 

) Untreated 

Aspiration 

(a) Sutured..... 
(b) Drained(Inf) 

SIGNS:  *sPoaths; ! == Amputation for Gas Cangreme; "= Secondary Asputation, 

6. Analysis of Deaths. Any analysis of deaths in an Evacuation Hospital 

is, of necessity, incomplete for two umain reasons, 1 lMany cases may die after 

ovecuntion to another hospital. 2. Following the transference of s Surgical Tess 
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injured to have much hope. Operati:n- as little done es possible, tramsfused with 

nk improvement. 

Case 8, Numerous perforations of the Small Ingestine, mesentery lacerated 

badly twice, severe heemorrhage. Perforations inverted with double suture, it vas 

difficult, however, to control all of the bleeding., Died probably from Peritomitis. 

Case 9. Two perforations of the Stomach and of the Trensverse Codon, with 

perforation of the Spinal Vertebra causing Transverse lMyelitis, Wounds sutured with 

double inverting suture. Patient suffered however too much from shock and died 

in thirty six hours. 

Case 10, Supra=pubic Brainage for peritonitis from perforating high ex= 

plosive fragaent through sbdomen. Thirty hours after injury, hopeless case at oper= 

stion, it probsbly would heve been better judgement not to have operated. 

Case 11. Multiple Wounds, ohe foreign body invaded thigh causing com- 

plete laceration of the Femoral Artery, and partial laceration of the Femoral Vein, 

Ligation of vessels with debrieduent, no amputation because case had been carried 

f£ifty kilometers .n an ambulance, end arrived in sewers shock, died four hours after 

peration, 

Cage 12, Perforating wound through Deltoid causing lacerstion of the 

Brachial Ortery, had suffered e severe haemorrhage during & long trip of 50 kilome- 

ters in an ambulance.  Omses 11 & 12 probebly not have died if it had not been 

for the #f6t that the rapid advance of the army had increased the distance of the 

foont line from the Evacuation Hospitel to a distance of fifty kilometers, 

Case 13. Through and through wound of upper thigh, operated upon several 

days before at a Ficld Hospital and the wound partislly closed with suture. Wound 

opened and drained- suspicdous of gas but mo general extension. Patient did well 

for eight days until he was moved from one ward %o another, :nd as he claimed rether 

roughly handled; the following day there was a repid extension of gas infection up 

the thigh with acute tozaenia and he died in twelve hours. This case was doing 

reaarksbly well, and it seems plausable that the traums of moving broke up muscle 

plain protection, 
Gas infectiong 

ead caused rapid extension of an existing but completely controlled 
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Case 1, Multiple wounds, the most severe being a compound spiral fracture 

of the Fewr emdding into the knce joint, suspicious of gas, wide debriedaont. 

Pationt in uvereuahook, transfused twice and rallied but on the fourth day developed 

severe infection of the knee joimt. Asputation of the thigh was performed with trans- 

fuston on the tabls, but patient died twelve nours later. It is difficylt to see 

how this could have besn avoided. 

 Thres Possible other deaths occured early in the season before records wers 

‘kept and the details have boen forgotten, (In discussing the matter with umembers of 

the Tean we all feel that two or three cases died before we kept records , but none 

of us remember any details,) 

: Summary of nen}m- R-gienn_ Thorax- 2 cases; Extremities- 6 cases; 

Abdamn- 5 cases (Thore were V4 perforating or penetrating wounds of the abdozen 

ogtrubod upon with 5 dsnth Lumber- | case. 

: Possible ceuses of deathi= Too long o time elopsing between injury 

and operation- 3 ceces; Shock resulting from transportation of 100 great a distance- 

2 cases;  Shook- 2 cases,  Error in Surgical Judgesent~ 3 cases.(1) 

Te 3 Surgic:l ’rn_x was compuud ofi- 
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