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When Duty Called 

We've laid aside our peaceful tasks, 
We've packed our kits and gone to war, 
We loved those things we left behind, 
But loved our country even more. 
And though we lie in some strange land, 
Forgotten perhaps by all but God, 
We rest in peace because we know 
Transgressor's heels shall never grind 
Our Country's flag into the dust. 
We know because we made it so. 

We love the murmur of the brook 
That flows between the mountain slopes; 
The golden moon that softly smiled 
As if he shared our secret hopes 
We loved the whisper of the rain 
Upon the rooftops overhead; 
The gleam of sun upon the snow. 
We sacrificed these things we loved, 
To keep our flag forever free. 
We know because we made it so. 

One American SERGEANT. 

This poem was printed in "'Stars and Stripes" with the following footnote: 

“"Above poem by American sergeant was found in his personal effects and forwarded to 
us by his commanding officer. A waist gunner with Flying Fortress crew, the sergeant was 
killed on April seventeenth while participating in a bombing raid.’
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Dear Coplayites in the Service: 

I feel honored to be asked to write to you in the 

second issue of "Coplay Echoes." In behalf of the boys, 

the girls, the teachers in our schools, and all the other 

_Coplayites I want to say "Hello" to you. 

You, we know, are busy on the war front; most of 

the folks at home are busy on the home front, trying to 

do their bit to help. Men and women are engaged in scrap 

collections and Red Cross activities. The boys and girls 

are participating in the collection of tin cans and the 

selling of bonds and stamps. 

If we sometimes neglect to write to you, you can 

feel assured it is not a matter of the heart but of the 

head. In many cases the initiative in writing comes from 

you and should come from us. Sooner or later we hope to 

.catch up. Rest assured we are thinking of you and hope to 

bring that assurance to you thru the "Coplay Echoes." 

With the very best wishes from me and all of us, 

I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Wm, Shetlock 



“Echoes From The Front” 
U. S. Naval Radio Station, 
Arlington, Virginia. 
10 September, 1943 

Coplay Echoes 
Coplay, Pa. 
To the Staff: 

Congratulations on your first issue, which | 

received today. It's a wonderful idea, and it 

does the people of the old home town real 

credit. Be sure to keep me on the mailing list 

and rmany thanks. 
Sincerely, 
M. M. George, 

Lieutenant, U .S. Navy. 

Epiror’s Note: Lt. George's letter was the first 

of an avalanche of mis. cxpressing apprecia- 

tion for the community’s efforts. 

Pope Field 

Coplay Echoes: 
The magazine was wonderful and the boys here 

enjoyed it, even if there was nothing in per- 

taining to them. : 

I'm looking forward to your next magazine, 

for no matier how sick and disgusted one feels, 

it brings smiles to your face to know that the 

people of Coplay are on the beam, and trying 

to make the boys happy in the service. 

I'm still waiting for the day to go across, and 

the way things look it won't be long. Keep 

up the good work. 
One of the boys, 

“Al'' Marks. 

Dear Friends and Workers of ''Coplay Echoes'': 

| have received your first issue of ''Coplay 

Echoes,'' as of the I3th of September, 1943. 

I've been receiving letters from the folks back 

home writing me of the success in which you 

people have accomplished. 3 

| don't know how. to express my feelings or 

thoughts towards this "Gift'" as | would call it, 

but | can conscientiously say that it is one of 

the outstanding works ever brought upon us 

service men of Coplay. And | want to thank all 

of you for it. 

An '"'Echoes' Follower, 

Cpl. Franklin Reichl. 

Staff Members of ''Coplay Echoes'': 

Just a few lines to let you know | received 

your first issue of the ''Coplay Echoes' and _how 

well | think of that book, cannot be described 

in words. 

| think it is simply wonderful and | appreciate 

all the time and labor every one of you put 

into it, to make it a success. As far as | am 

concerned, it was a great success. We like to 

know what the rest of the servicemen from our 

town are doing. ; ! 3 

Another very interesting article is ''What's 

Cooking.'" That really was good. | hope you 

can continue to print such an article in every 

issue. All those snapshots sure took me back 

home in spirit again. . 

If all communities in the good old United 

States have half of the morale that our people 

in Coplay have, we can't lose this war; and we 

aren't going to either. 
If in any way | can help to make the "Coplay 

Echoes' more of a success than it already is, 
don't hesitate to call on me as | will be only 
too glad to help. 

| see it is almost time for ''Taps,' so | will 
close, once again thanking all of you, who in 
any way, helped to make the ''Coplay Echoes' 
a success. I'll be waiting anxiously for the next 
issue. 

Respectfully yours, 

Pvt. Freddie Sommers. 

Dear George: 

| read in the local newspaper from home that 
the citizens of the town were going to put out 
a town paper for the boys in the service. That 
did sound just like the thing that would please 
anybody far from home. But what | really want 
to say is, that it did really impress me in more 
ways than one. For one thing, it had more in 
it~than any person or fellow soldiers would think 
there would be in it. Such as news about the 
boys across seas. And too, news about the town. 
And last all the work, that had to be done in 
the spare time of a!l the persons that put the 
time upon, after their usual working hours. | am 
sure that all the other fellow servicemen, feel 
the same way about it. 

| look forward to a lot of things from home 
such as mail and the like, but now it will be a 
pleasure to really see the ''Coplay Echoes' in 
the mail call. 

| showed it to most of the fellows in the bar- 
racks, and they really were impressed, that the 
people back home take us fellows into consid- 
eration. | bet a lot of suggestions like that 
will be going back to the other home towns. 

| guess | could write ¢ dozen pages in appre- 
ciation of the paper, but there are a few odds 
and ends to be done here at the hangar, so with 
really deep gratitude and appreciation | look 
forward to the next issue. A million thanks to 
the staff and co-workers. 

Gratefully, 

Gabriel Kovacs. 

¢ Camp Beale 
Dear Friends: 

| have just finished reading the first issue of 
the new ''Coplay Echoes," which | received just 
a few days ago. Frankly | think it's one of the 
most interesting booklets ever published and to 
back up this statement l've had opinions from 
boys coming from all sections of the country. 
There is no doubt that these men wish they had 
something similar to '"Coplay Echoes' from their 
localities. 

In answer to suggestions in ''A Note From 
Home," | would suggest local sports events 
and standings. I'm sure many of the boys and 
girls would be interested. 

In closing | wish to thank each and every 
citizen who made possible the publication 
""Coplay Echoes,' and by all means continue to 
publish this booklet. 

Respectfully yours, 

PFC Edward J. Hessinger. 

Eprtor’s Note: You'll find some sports news in 
this issue and as we get around to it therve will 
be more as yow boys ask for it. Thanks, Eddie 
for such mice talk about “Echoes.” 
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“DOhat’s Cooking” 
By Helen Taniser 

The pungent odor of burning 
leaves is in the air as we trip briskly 
about the town in search of a col- 
umnful of gossip. 

Rumors are heard as we hit Cherry 
Street that Johnny Sidor is altar- 
bound with a little lady from up 
Egypt-way, Mrs. Shirley Geist tread- 
ing a well worn path to the post of- 
fice, Frankie, keep ’em coming — 
Carl Eby helping to keep ’em rolling 
down at Mack Motors and Stella Toth 
looking chic and charming in her 
blue denim overalls—as we move on 
up Maple Street we see Emory Rep- 
pert busy as usual in his yard and 
Charlie Kidling still in the sink dig- 
ging business, and now up Chestnut 
Street to “Doc” William Fox who’s 
busy oiling his guns and exercising 
his dogs anxiously waiting for the 
first day of hunting season—"“Gusty” 
Hobel working hard at building a 
man-size garage and scales while Earl 
Lynn kibitzes—“Butch” Moyer look- 
ing hale and hearty again after a 
little siege of it in early summer, and 
then we bump into Ray Long busy 
as ever on his job as Business Man- 
ager of “Echoes” and “Sam” Hoanzl 
cleaning up the last vestiges of his 
Victory Garden—while across the 
street we get a cheery hello from 
W alter Morgan with his ever present 
pipe in his mouth—we see Bill and 
Tom Blose and it brings back mem- 
ories of the days they were headliners 
in vaudeville. It is here we get a 
pick-up on the fire truck from Chief 
Kermit Kunkle as he puts it through 
its paces and on down to “Bob” Tan- 
iser’s store where we spend a few 
minutes kidding his cute little trick 
of a daughter Roberta; and Harry 
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Heckman meets us at the door, still 
the same old boy—/ack Kunkle get- 
ting ready for some more blasting 
operations and Howard Peters just 
pulling in from his semi-weekly trip 
to the barber shop—“Dick” Brader 
in his scrap collecting togs, with 
Ronnie his son the mascot of the 
Coplay Scrap Committee — “Dan” 
Yellen THE BURGESS has his usual 
number of complainees on his door- 
step as we go by to watch George 
Silfies give his house a bath from top 
to bottom with his wife “Hattie” and 
councilman “H enny” Battenfield 
making up the cheering section — 
Across the street we meet “Maggie” 
Frantz busier than ever with her new 
job as President of the Coplay Moth- 
ers’ Club of which” were sure you’ll 
hear some more about and now as 
we decline invitations of Amos Peters 
and Elmer Meckes to step inside and 
share a cup of cheer we move on to 
greet Raymond “Ribs” Ribakosky, 
remember after World War I when 
he was pitching ace for Coplay? — 
Jim Watkins goes by now rushing 
some last minute floral deliveries — 
Harvey Reinhard. Jr. and Sr. the lat- 
ter of course still the genial Boro 
secretary discussing Warrant Officer 
Karl Reinhard’s acquisition of a 
horse over Australia way and Basso 
Profundo Kutzler comes along with 
news that Charlie Jr. may wind up at 
Lehigh University in a specialized 
training group—*"“Jake” Ringer get- 
ting ready to retire so he’ll be in 
shape for the Dawn Patrol—“Bill” 
Schaffer who holds the money bag for 
“Echoes” informs us of another con- 
tribution from an organization—and 

(Continued on page twenty) 
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Koplay 
Kemnmentator 

A quick review of happenings that hit 

the news during the last month bears out 
the old saying about "nothing exciting ever 

happens in Coplay." Among the events that 
might cause more than passing comment 

was the election covered elsewhere in this 
issue and then of course the first football 

games. In this connection, although Coplay 

didn't play as yet, Allentown High started 
out with a bang defeating Nesquehoning 

and Scranton Tech. by big scores. Muhlen- 

berg took it on the chin by a surprisingly 
low score of 13 to 6 at Yale and were wal- 

loped by Villanova 35 to 12. Shenendoah 
beat Bethlehem and the Allentown High 

School Jay Vees beat Whitehall. Football 

in the colleges you know is much different 
this year with Navy and Marine trainees 
making up the bulk of the squads. It's noth- 
ing unusual to see Penn's star of last year 
playing for Princeton this season. So much 
for sports now as we go to articles in the 

"Coplay News'' — — — Anna Stumpp, 

R. N. has accepted a position as school 

nurse in the Weisenberg, Upper Macungie 
and Lowhill Schools and John Windish, re- 
cently discharged from the Army has ac- 
cepted a position as coach and physical in- 
structor at Elizabethtown, Lancaster County. 

Roy Stewart has also been discharged from 
the Army as well as Frank Deutsch. Three 

new teachers joined the High School Fac- 
ulty this year, one of them replacing a 
soldier, Harry Hallman, now at Fort Knox, 

Kentucky. John "Jake" Kosits and Edgar 

Raber both underwent similar operations at 

the Allentown Hospital recently. Both were 
for the removal of cysts. As we write this 

the Allentown Fair is in full swing with the 

auto section under the Grandstand taken 
up with an Ordnance Display. We were 

again saddened by news that the Navy 

Department has officially declared Bugle- 
master Ist Class Joseph S. Tapler "killed in 

action" as of August 10, 1943, a year and 

one day after he was '"missing in action” 

after the battle of Savo Island. The com- 

munity was shocked beyond measure when 

a telegram from the War Department an- 

nounced that Cpl. Louis Kovac was killed 
in action in the South Pacific Area.” Our 

only regret is that formality forbids us to 

say Hail and Farewell to them in our book- 

let as they were best known fo us — — — 

"Tommie" and 'Tailor." As we write we 

learn with profound regret of the death of 

Robert "Bobbie" Trankley, father of Pvt. Ed- 
win Trankley and brother of Cpl. Raymond 
Trankley and Lieut. (j.g.) Allen Trankley. 
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Bars and Stripes 

2nd Lt. Charles Rogers 
Engineers (Army) 

Pacifiic Theater 

Son of Mr. Jacob Rogers 
16 South Second Street 

Ensign Elda M. Schreiber 
USESCENS HGE (Navy) 

Daughter of Mrs. Helen Schreiber 
110 South Third Street 

W. O. J. G. Karl R. Reinhard 
Medical Lab. (Army) 

Pacific Theater 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Reinhard 
20 South Front Street 

Chaplain Francis P. Adams 
(Navy) 

St. Peter's Church 
Fifth and Coplay Streets 

Capt. James Weres, M.D. 
Medical Corps 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Weres 
Alpha, New Jersey 

2nd Lt. Frank Toth, Jr. 
Field Artillery (Army.) 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Toth 
134 Cherry Street 

Ist Lt. Daniel A. Schreiber 
Infantry (Army) 

Son of Mrs. Helen Schreiber 
110 South Third Street 

Capt. James D. Heller, M.D. 
Medical Corps (Army) 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Heller 
South Allentown, Pa. 

Lt. (j.g.) Allan Trankley 
(Navy) 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. R. |. Trankley 
33 South Second Street 

Warrant Officer Donald M. Rinker 
Intelligence (Navy) 

Son of Mr. Harry Rinker 
Front Street 

Capt. Charles Johnston, M.D. 
Medical Corps (Army) 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. George Johnston 
Front Street 

2nd Lt. John M. Marth 
(Army) 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Marth 
148 South Fourth Street 

2nd Lt. Frank Klucharich 
Pilot (Army) 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Klucharich 
10 North Front Street 

Watch for a story on Coplay’s 
“oldest” sailor next month—the only 
officer missing from this lineup—Lt. 
(j-g-) Myron M. George. 


