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PKEFACE

A d e ta iled  account o f the tr ip  o f Charles Maurice T alley­

rand de Perigord to  America never has been to ld . Some o f  h is  

biographers e n tir e ly  ignore the two years he spent in  the United 

States., w hile others merely r e fe r  to a few sca ttered  in c id en ts  

concerning the v i s i t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  determine T alleyrand's 

im pressions, h is  s o c ia l con tacts , the chronology o f  h is  tr a v e ls , 

and h is  f in a n c ia l in te r e s ts  in  America. For example, a few  

authors say he was p overty -str ick en  when he was here, others 

mention th a t he amassed a fortune; and s t i l l  many w rite  th a t he 

desired  to  return to Europe as soon as p o ss ib le  and consequently  

played no a ctiv e  r o le  w hile here.

P a rticu la r ly  m isleading i s  the assumption th a t T alley­

rand in v ested  h ea v ily  in  American lands and in  so d o in g amassed 

a fortu n e. For almost two hundred years many w riters have main­

ta in ed  th at Talleyrand bought large  tr a c ts  o f  land in  the United 

S ta tes and then proceeded to r e s e l l  them when he returned to  

Europe. This study w i l l  prove the contrary.

Another common p ra c tic e  i s  to  describe Talleyrand as a 

human chameleon, who would reso r t to  anything in  order to r e ta in  

power and to  obtain a f in a n c ia l reward. Since h is  death h is
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name has been synonymous with d escrip tion s l ik e  " tr ick ster , " 

'■thief, " and "sneak." Too often  h is  name i s  a ssoc ia ted  w ith  

those lack in g  good fa ith . For example, in  an a r t ic le  appearing 

in  Foreign A ffa irs  (January, 1955), Lindsay Rogers w rites that 

Andrei Vishinsky explained to the f i r s t  General Assembly o f the 

United Nations in  London in  1946, when some o f h is  remarks had 

been questioned, "One should not keep on p lacing every question  

o f  p r in c ip le  or every p r a c tic a l question in  the l ig h t  o f su s­

p ic io n . I t  reminds me o f  a story  o f  the days o f  the Congress 

o f Vienna. I t  i s  sa id  th at when Talleyrand's death was

announced, a diplomat who had heard about i t  asked, 'But what
*1

were T alleyrand's rea l in ten tion s? '"  This study w i l l  not 

attempt to  add more names to  those already associa ted  w ith  

Talleyrand; on the contrary, i t  w i l l  show Talleyrand to have 

been co n s is ten t in  h is  goa ls , in t e l l ig e n t  in  h is  observations, 

and very in f lu e n t ia l  in  h is  contacts. Talleyrand w i l l  be seen  

a t the peak o f  h is  m aturity and w ith absolute command o f h is  

in t e l le c tu a l  powers. Furthermore, i t  w i l l  be s tressed  that 

Talleyrand was not simply "another foreigner" in  America but 

rather a man who made a d e f in ite  impact upon the minds o f  promi­

nent Americans. He was a person who was consulted for  advice

Tall eyrand a c tu a lly  died in  1838, twenty-three years 
a fte r  the conclusion  o f  the Congress o f  Vienna.
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and respected  by the leaders of American so c ie ty .

I  am deeply indebted to Dr. James E. Swain o f  Muhlenberg 

C ollege who recommended th is  subject and guided me through i t s  

form ative s ta g es. His knowledge o f Talleyrand perm itted fresh  

in s ig h ts  to be achieved ju s t  when a dead end appeared imminent.

I  a lso  appreciate the help and countless suggestions I  obtained  

from Miss E ls ie  Murray, Athens, Pennsylvania. Her personal in ­

te r e s t  in  th is  study has been extremely h e lp fu l. Also, I  am in ­

debted to Dr. Prances S. Childs and Dr. Caroline Robbins who 

p a tien tly  answered my questions and gave rewarding leads. 

Attorneys Jerome Tf. Burkepile, J r .,  and Frank M. Skrapits o f  

Northampton, Pennsylvania, deserve sp ec ia l mention for th e ir  

valued opinions on the numerous land deeds and fin a n c ia l agree­

ments. Both Lehigh U niversity  and Muhlenberg C ollege, w ithout 

whose fin a n c ia l a id  th is  study would have been im possible to  

undertake, share my gratitu d e. My thanks a lso  must go to  the 

en tire  s t a f f  o f the Muhlenberg Library; th e ir  help perm itted me 

to u t i l i z e  my time to the utmost. A sp ec ia l note o f thanks to  

Dr. Katherine S. Van Eerde, Muhlenberg C ollege, who c r i t ic a l ly  

read the en tire  manuscript and whose advice and opinion I  found 

extremely f r u it fu l .

F in a lly , a note o f  indebtedness to the s ta f f s  o f  the 

Pennsylvania H isto r ica l Society , the Library o f Congress, Lehigh
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U n iversity  Library, American F ilo so p h ic a l S ociety , Massachu­

s e t t s  H is to r ica l Society , New York Public Library, and the 

o f f ic e s  o f  the Recorder o f  Deeds in  M ifflin , Northampton, and 

Northumberland Counties.

A lso sp ec ia l gratitu de i s  extended to P rofessor A lbert L. 

Demaree, Dartmouth C ollege, who f i r s t  kindled w ith in  me an in ­

te r e s t  in  h is to r ic a l  knowledge and research. And, o f  course, my 

deep appreciation  goes to my fam ily, who encouraged me to under­

take th is  p ro jec t and then were ob liged  to l iv e  w ith i t ,  and me, 

during the years that went in to  i t .  Their fa ith fu ln e ss  can 

never be repaid.

Edwin R, B aldrige, Jr. 
Muhlenberg C ollege  
Allentown, Pennsylvania 
May, 1963.
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TALLEYRAND IN THE UNITED STATES, 1794 TO 1796

ABSTRACT

Charles Haurice Talleyrand de Perigord was one o f  ten 

thousand French refugees who sought asylum in  the United States 

during the French R evolution. But Talleyrand was not a ty p ica l 

emigre. He had been a leader in  the C onstituent Assembly and a 

recognized authority  on government fin a n ces . His fame had pre­

ceded him to  America and h is  acquaintance was eagerly sought by 

leaders both o f America’ s business world and o f  French refugee 

groups.

Talleyrand was not the type o f person who p a ssiv e ly  sa t  

awaiting news which would permit him to  return to Europe 5 in ­

stead, he plunged in to  economic a c t iv i t i e s  in  the New World 

which he hoped would bring fin a n c ia l rewards. The United States  

was ju s t  emerging as a nation  and, consequently, i t s  l im it le s s  

opportunities lured  in v esto r s . Talleyrand, appraising the s i tu ­

a tio n  c r i t i c a l ly ,  decided that land specu lation  offered  the b est  

p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  Not only was the land market booming but i t  was 

an enterprise he could engage in  even should circumstances a r ise  

which would permit h is  return to  Europe. Talleyrand’s
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biographers have developed a m isconception about h is  land specu­

la t io n  in  the New World. They have c o n s is ten tly  •written th at he 

acquired large hold ings which he eventually  reso ld  to European 

buyers. A ctually  Talleyrand f a i le d  to purchase any land during 

h is  sojourn in  America.

With land specu lation  h is  ob ject, he undertook an ex­

p loratory  tr ip  in to  the in te r io r  o f the United S ta te s . This ex­

cursion enabled him not only to  discover the b est opportunities  

a v a ila b le  but a lso  to in v e s t ig a te  the country, i t s  people, and 

th e ir  in s t i tu t io n s . He wrote le t t e r s  and memoirs on what he 

encountered. These observations r e f le c t  a keen in s ig h t  in to  the 

economic l i f e  o f  the United S ta tes as i t  e x is ted  in  the l a s t  

decade o f the eighteenth  century.

The f i r s t  part o f h is  tr ip  took him to  New England.

There he explored the economic p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o ffered  by Maine, 

Connecticut, M assachusetts, and New York. His d esire  to obtain  

land in  these s ta te s  was, however, thwarted by s ta te  laws pro­

h ib it in g  fore ign  ownership. He therefore turned r e lu c ta n tly  to  

other p o te n tia l areas.

Most o f h is  time in  the United S ta tes  was spent in  

P hiladelph ia . Not only were la rg e  numbers o f  French refugees  

l iv in g  there but i t  was a lso  the c a p ita l o f  the country. There 

he could keep abreast o f  new developments throughout the country.
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For example, he learned in  P h iladelph ia  about the planned con­

stru ctio n  o f  a Federal C ity along the banks of the Potomac and 

immediately he r ea lize d  the economic p o t e n t ia l i t ie s  o f such a 

p ro jec t. He v is i t e d  the proposed s i t e  and in v estig a ted  the 

p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f a purchase. He rejec ted  the o ffe r s , however, 

on the b a sis  th at the market was already overpriced and the time 

fo r  a purchase had passed.

Pennsylvania was the only s ta te  th at perm itted a lie n  

ownership o f  property. I t  a lso  was the cen ter fo r  French refu ­

gees in  the United S tates w ith  large numbers s e t t l in g  in  P h ila ­

delphia and another s iza b le  contingent lo ca ted  a t Asylum, in  the 

upper reaches o f the Susquehanna River. Talleyrand v is i t e d  the 

la t t e r  area and decided to purchase land owned by Robert Morris 

adjacent to  the settlem en t a t  Asylum.

At th is  time Robert Morris was in  d ire f in a n c ia l s t r a i t s ,  

h is  f in a n c ia l empire on the brink o f  bankruptcy. The one hun­

dred thousand acres th at Talleyrand proposed to buy represented  

to  Morris the d ifferen ce  between m aintaining h is  solvency and 

experiencing economic d isa s te r . Morris th erefore w il l in g ly  con­

sented to  generous tern s. In fa c t ,  Talleyrand did not have to  

make any down payment and had f i f t e e n  months in  which to pay the 

s a le  p r ice  o f  $142,500. Talleyrand planned to return to Europe 

and r e s e l l  the land a t a p r o f it  e ith e r  to  European speculators
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or to  emigrants bound for  the United S ta te s . In  the meantime 

Morris hoped to  s a t i s f y  h is  numerous cred ito rs  by showing them 

the agreement he had made w ith  Talleyrand. They, in  turn, would 

grant Morris a temporary rep rieve, being content to  w ait and per­

m it Talleyrand to  f u l f i l l  h is  p art o f the agreement before c o l­

le c t in g  from Morris.

Unfortunately, the land market boom co llap sed . Buyers 

were hard to  f in d  a t any p r ic e  and Talleyrand was forced  to  per­

m it the agreement to  lap se w ithout making any payment. Besides, 

Talleyrand had become involved  in  European p o l i t ic s  and tempo­

r a r i ly  lo s t  in te r e s t  in  American land. Fame and fortune awaited 

him in  Europe, not America. His fa ilu r e  to  purchase Morris' 

land sea led  the fa te  o f  the great Revolutionary f in a n c ier  and 

Morris continued in e v ita b ly  down the path to debtor's prison .

Talleyrand's in t e l l ig e n t  appraisals o f the American 

scene show the astu te  powers he possessed . His quick grasp o f  

the economic s itu a tio n  in  th is  new country throws a penetrating  

l ig h t  upon l i f e  in  the United S ta tes  and serves as an e x ce lle n t  

mirror in  obtaining a v iv id  r e f le c t io n  o f the business world at 

th a t time. Furthermore, h is  acknowledgment o f  the great p o s s i­

b i l i t i e s  th a t la y  ahead fo r  the United S tates k indled w ith in  him 

an in te r e s t  which p e r io d ic a lly  appeared throughout h is  l i f e .

That he never gave up the id ea  o f  making money in  America i s

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



5

a tte s te d  by h is  encouragement to the du Pont fam ily to s e t t le  in  

America and h is  f in a n c ia l help to them.
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CHAPTER I  

THE EUROPEAN BEGINNING

During the re ig n  of Louis XV, France gave the i l lu s io n  

o f being a formidable power. She s t i l l  possessed  great p restig e  

in  European c ir c le s ,  owned Canada, and was apparently f ig h tin g  

the B r itish  East India Company to a stalem ate in  India . A ll  

th is ,  however, was decep tive. France was a c tu a lly  d eclin ing; 

the la s t  h a lf  o f  the eighteenth  century represented the tw ilig h t  

period o f  the French monarchy. France, desperately  try ing  to  

maintain the p o s it io n  o f  a major power, r e a liz e d  th a t she was 

T a ilin g . A s h i f t  in  European power and leadership  was occurring 

which she appeared h e lp le ss  to stop . F ra n tica lly , she attempted 

to  c lin g  to the remnants o f her former greatness, but to  no 

a v a il.

Hi th in  France, so c ie ty  was in  a period o f trams i t i  on.

The old  order o f  s o c ia l  caste  and the ru le  o f  the dominant minor­

i t y  were being challenged by the r is in g  s p ir i t  o f  eq u a lity  and 

rep resen tative  government. Stimulated by the w r itin gs o f  the 

philosophes and by the freedom recen tly  achieved by the American 

c o lo n is ts , the French were on the move. The atmosphere was
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tense and ex c ited . Sporadic r io t s  seemed to  be the o u t le t  to  

r e lie v e  popular d is s a t is fa c t io n .

D espite the seriou sn ess o f  these p ressures, a carefree  

atmosphere p reva iled  at V e rsa ille s  and w ith in  the upper c ir c le s  

o f French s o c ie ty . A mood o f complacency appeared to have per­

meated the n o b ility , and court b a lls  never had been gayer and 

more b r i l l ia n t .  L ife  seemed b a s ic a lly  p eacefu l, and in  r e c o l le c ­

t io n  one who had been present expressed the p rev a ilin g  mood:

"No one who was not a liv e  before 1789 had experienced the sweet­

ness o f  l i f e ." ^

Into such an atmosphere Charles Maurice Talleyrand de 

Perigord was bom  in  Paris on February 2, 1754. He came from an 

old  and i l lu s t r io u s  fam ily , p a r tic u la r ly  renowned for th e ir  m il i ­

tary lea d ers . His fa th er, D aniel de Talleyrand, a t s ix te en  had 

married the tw enty-tw o-year-old M ile, de Damas d’Antigny. They 

had f iv e  ch ild ren , four sons and a daughter. The fa th er  was an 

o f f ic e r  in  the army o f Louis XV and held a p o s it io n  a t court. 

Although the fam ily was not wealthy, the court p o s it io n  per­

m itted the fath er  to  guarantee o f f ic e s  for  h is  sons.

Charles Maurice was the second son. Since h is  older 

brother, Alexandre Francois Jacques, d ied  a t  the age o f  f iv e ,

% argaret Goldsmith, Madame de S ta e l (London, 1938),
p . 42.
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Charles Maurice became the h e ir . U nfortunately, Talleyrand's 

parents, fo llow ing  the predominant fash ion  o f the day, sen t him 

to  a nurse fo r  upbringing. This nurse allowed the baby to
o

tumble from a dresser and h is  r ig h t fo o t  was d is lo ca ted .

Talleyrand was lame for  the r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e .  Being a crip p le ,

he was u n fit  for  a m ilita ry  career, so h is  parents took away h is

r ig h t o f primogeniture and gave i t  to  h is  younger brother,
3

Archambaud Joseph.

Abandoned by h is  parents, he was sent to  h is  great­

grandmother, the Princess de C halais. She supervised h is  educa­

t io n  u n t i l  the age o f e ig h t, when he entered the College d'Har- 

court in  Parisj f iv e  years la t e r  he moved to the seminary at  

S ain t-S u lp ice .^  As a cr ip p le , he was now destined  fo r  serv ice  

w ith in  the church. His own aversion to such a career was 

ignored by h is  fam ily and he became a relu ctan t p r ie s t  a t the 

age o f  tw en ty-five .

The time spent in  school was cer ta in ly  not wasted by 

Talleyrand sin ce  he discovered two sources o f  d is tra c tio n , both 

o f which were to in flu en ce  him throughout h is  la te r  l i f e .  The

^G. Lacour-Gayet, Talleyrand (P aris, 1947), I ,  15.
Q
Auguste F e lix  Charles Sain t-A ulaire, Talleyrand, trans. 

G. J . Lees and F. J . Stephens (New York, 1937), p . 3.

^Duff Cooper, Talleyrand (New York and London, 1932),
pp. 4 -5 .
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f i r s t  was the value of books. Since he was unable to p a r t ic i­

pate in  such a r is to c r a tic  pu rsu its as fencing or dancing,, he 

turned to books. He hungrily devoured everything ava ilab le  but 

e sp e c ia lly  the works o f h is to r ia n s  and the biographies o f s ta te s ­

men. The other d is tra c tio n  was a growing awareness o f the oppo­

s i t e  sex . At seminary he experienced h is  f i r s t  love a f fa ir  w ith  

a young lady  who had been pushed by her fam ily in to  becoming an 

a ctress , ju s t  as he had been pushed in to  becoming a p r ie s t .  The 

courtship la s te d  two years, during which time Talleyrand found 

i t  necessary to  s l ip  away from the school and se c r e tly  meet h is  

m istress .

At the schools he attended, Talleyrand's name was never 

l i s t e d  among the honor stud en ts. That does not mean th at he 

fa i le d  to  rece iv e  a good education or was not a good p u p il. On 

the contrary, Talleyrand was p a r tic u la r ly  strong in  the c la s s ic s  

and in  French. Furthermore, the tra in in g  he received  in  th eo l­

ogy taught him how to  think c le a r ly  and speak p r e c ise ly . Educa­

tio n  developed w ith in  him p atien ce , a sense o f  timing, and an 

awareness o f the weaknesses o f o th ers. A ll these were important 

in gred ien ts fo r  a future diplom atic career.

Resigning h im self to  h is  fa te  in  the church, Talleyrand  

plunged in to  h is  enforced p ro fession  and decided to  use i t  as a 

means to recover supremacy in  h is  fam ily  by h is  own m erit. He
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wished to  become a card inal and then, l ik e  R ichelieu  and Kazarin, 

Prime H in ister  o f  France. He attempted to straddle the l in e  be­

tween church and s ta te j  th erefore, he maintained an in te r e s t  in  

both. Never a very devout p r ie s t , he continued h is  secu lar  pur­

su its  and enjoyments w h ile  he served the church. His very  

p leasin g  and a r is to c r a tic  manner made him a ttr a c tiv e  to  the oppo­

s i t e  sex , and d esp ite  the fa c t  th at he was a p r ie s t  h is  presence 

a t salons was h igh ly  p rized .

Following h is  ordination (1779), Talleyrand received  

from the King the valuable appointment as head o f the Abbey o f  

Saint-D enis a t Reims. This insured him o f  a good income and per­

m itted  him to  lead  an a c t iv e  and w orldly l i f e .  His a b i l i t y  was 

apparent because the c lerg y  of h is  own d iocese soon e lec te d  him
g

a member o f the ru lin g  body o f the c lerg y . He worked hard in  

th at o f f ic e  d esp ite  the fa c t  th a t he continued h is  gay secular  

l i f e  when the day's work was fin ish ed . He was very much con­

cerned about the problems o f  the church, p a r ticu la r ly  i t s  f i ­

nances. He n o ticed  th at as the a sse ts  o f  the church increased, 

those o f the s ta te  d eclin ed . Talleyrand proposed various plans 

to  end th is  trend and to d is tr ib u te  the revenue equally  between 

the two in s t i t u t io n s .  This keen in te r e s t  in  fin ances continued

^William f la z l i t t ,  The L ife  o f  Napoleon (London, 1828-30), 
pp. 229-30.
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throughout h is  l i f e .

In  1788 Louis XVI, v io la t in g  h is  scrup les and y ie ld in g  

to the demands o f T alleyrand's dying fa th er , appointed the young 

abb4 Bishop o f  Autun. This was a sm all b ishop ric, providing  

only a modest income, but i t  had a famous h is to r y . Talleyrand 

was consecrated on January 16, 1789, and a fte r  a month's v i s i t a ­

tio n  a t the b ishopric he l e f t  i t ,  never to return.

At one time Talleyrand was a lso  ser io u s ly  considered fo r  

an appointment to the C ollege o f C ardinals. One of h is  fr ien d s , 

the Comtesse de Brionne, attempted to  push h is  candidacy fo r  

that o f f ic e .  She e n lis te d  the aid  o f her fr ien d , Gustave I I I ,  

King o f  Sweden, a Lutheran prince, but one who was, n ev erth e less , 

on e x ce lle n t terms w ith  Pope Pius VI. The Pope ser io u sly  con­

sidered  the appointment but then refused . Talleyrand had unfor­

tunately  incurred the d isp leasure o f  Harie A ntoinette, Queen o f  

France, by a sso c ia tin g  openly w ith her c r i t i c s  and she th erefore  

exerted pressure d irected  through the court in  Vienna aga in st 

Talleyrand's nomination.

Talleyrand, upon the eve o f the French R evolution, had 

atta in ed  n a tion a l prominence. He was recognized by others as 

p ossessin g  great in te l l ig e n c e , an a r is to c r a t ic  b irth , keen w it , 

unquestionable a b i l i ty ,  and high am bitions. D e fin ite ly , th is

Sain t-A u laire, op. c i t . ,  p . 45.
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man was regarded by h is  contemporaries w ith resp ect.

Unfortunately, circumstances over which Talleyrand had 

no con tro l were to delay, tem porarily, h is  otherwise rapid r is e  

to power. In 1789 France faced  bankruptcy. Louis XVI and h is  

advisers had tr ie d  various ways to so lv e  the f in a n c ia l dilemma 

but to no a v a il. F in a lly , Louis decided th at the ancient p a r lia ­

mentary body o f  France, the E states General, should be summoned 

w ith the hope th at i t s  members might f in d  the so lu tio n  to th is  

c r i t i c a l  f i s c a l  problem.

The E states General represented three orders, the Clergy, 

the N o b ility , and the Commons, and each order e lec te d  i t s  own 

rep resen ta tiv es. Talleyrand was e lec ted  a delegate  by the 

clergy  and immediately l e f t  fo r  V ersa ille s  in  May, 1789.

During the ea r ly  stages o f the assembly the main ques­

tio n  confronting i t  was whether the three orders should s i t  and 

vote as a s in g le  u n it or as separate bodies. I f  they voted to ­

gether, the Third E state , w ith twice as many delegates as the 

other two, would dominate the m eeting. I f  they each voted sepa­

r a te ly , then the Third E state would have but one vote and i t  

would be con tin u ally  outvoted by the other two e s ta te s .

The stalem ate over th is  problem plagued the delegates  

fo r  weeks, w ith the King showing no leadership  whatsoever. 

F in a lly , the Clergy decided to  un ite w ith  the Third Estate and
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th e ir  example was follow ed by the N o b ility . The E states General 

was fin ish ed ; the C onstituent Assembly, dominated by the Third 

E state , took i t s  p lace .

Talleyrand took no part in  th is  controversy. He 

appeared relu ctan t to give the Third Estate too much power and 

did not immediately jo in  that body when the m ajority o f the 

c lerg y  did. In fa c t , he made no move in  th a t d irectio n  u n t il  

the trend became obvious. F in a lly  on June 26 he jo in ed  the domi­

nant group, ju s t  one day ahead o f the K ing's order for  the 

E states to  s i t  as one body. Talleyrand had acted ju s t  in  time 

to avoid being lab eled  a mere fo llow er .

Talleyrand had chosen to u n ite  w ith the r e v o lu tio n is ts  

rather than to  fo llow  the other r o y a lis ts  in to  e x i le .  He had 

always c la s s i f ie d  h im self a l ib e r a l ,  although not a ra d ica l one. 

Since the reforms he had advocated had not been enacted, he de­

cided to  remain in  France, l i v e  w ith the Revolution, and attempt 

to  guide i t  in  a course o f  moderation.

At once h is  ta len ts  were recognized and he became an 

early  leader o f  the assembly. He proposed a b i l l  to secu la r ize  

church property and to s tr ip  the church o f i t s  va st w ealth . He 

wanted the church to become merely a sp ir itu a l power, w ith  the 

s ta te  paying the p r ie s ts  and adm inistering the c h a r it ie s .

7
Guglielmo Ferrero, The Reconstruction o f Europe (New 

York, 1941), p. 17.
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Talleyrand a lso  brought forward a m agnificent scheme fo r  n a tio n a l 

education which i s  described as "having a t one end the communal 

school and a t the other the I n s t itu te , [a  system] . . . which
Q

e x is t s  w ith  but s l ig h t  a lte r a tio n s  today." F in a lly , in  Febru­

ary o f 1790 he was e lec ted  p resid en t o f  the C onstituent Assembly.

But h is  p o s it io n  and th at o f  the Catholic Church were 

c le a r ly  incom patible. Wien the Assembly passed the C iv il Con­

s t i tu t io n  o f  the Clergy and required the c lergy to swear a l l e ­

giance to the new co n stitu tio n , Talleyrand resigned  h is  church 

o f f ic e  and b o ld ly  took the prescribed oath. Only two other  

bishops follow ed h is  example. The Pope form ally excommunicated 

him, but Talleyrand viewed th is  action  w ith  an a ir  o f  in d if ­

feren ce . As he wrote to h is  fr ien d  the Duke de Biron, "You have 

heard the news—excommunication. Come console me and sup w ith  

me. Everybody w i l l  be refu sin g  me f i r e  and water, so th at th is
Q

evening there w i l l  only be frozen meats and red w in e ."

In add ition  to these accomplishments as a r e v o lu tio n is t ,  

Talleyrand, as a member o f the C onstituent Assembly, proposed a 

new system o f  weights and measures, a fo r e r u n n e r  o f the m etric  

system. Furthermore, he fought aga in st in f la t io n  and the is s u ­

ance o f the paper a ss ig n a ts . He warned o f the tem ptation to

8H a z litt , op. c i t . ,  pp. 232-38.
Q

Cooper, op. c i t . ,  p . 31.
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flo o d  the market w ith them and accu rately  pred icted  th e ir  even­

tu a l u se le ssn e ss .

Meanwhile, he had jo in ed  the moderate party o f  the revo­

lu t io n is t s ,  the F e u illa n ts . This club had been organized to  

counterbalance the more ra d ica l Jacobins. I t  had succeeded in  

passin g  the C onstitu tion  o f  1791 and in  e sta b lish in g  a lim ite d  

monarchy. Unfortunately fo r  Talleyrand, according to  the p rov i­

s io n s o f  th is  new c o n stitu tio n , former members o f  the C onstitu ­

ent Assembly were not perm itted to  belong to  the new L e g is la t iv e  

Assembly or to hold any o f f i c i a l  government p ost. Consequently, 

Talleyrand found h im self tem porarily unemployed.

As the French R evolution proceeded in  the d ir e c tio n  of 

v io le n c e , bloodshed, and confusion , Talleyrand began to have 

reservation s concerning i t s  v a l id ity .  He was one o f  the f i r s t  

to  oppose fresh  disturbances and to d esire  th at a more moderate 

course be pursued. He wanted the King to show some r e s is ta n c e , 

but unfortunately  His Majesty was immovable. Talleyrand hoped 

th at a compromise might be reached between the p artisans o f  the 

R evolution and the r o y a lis t s .  He wanted to e s ta b lish  a c o n stitu ­

tio n a l monarchy in  France patterned a fter  th at in  England. Un­

fo rtu n a te ly , the stubbornness o f  the King and h is  attenq>t to  

f l e e  proved that reform through the monarchy was im p ossib le. 

Talleyrand, d isgusted  by the developments w ith in  France and
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fe a r fu l o f  an outbreak o f a general European war, wanted to  go

to England and attempt to secure an Anglo-French a llia n c e .

Talleyrand had always favored an a llia n c e  w ith England,

b e liev in g  th at i t  would be the keystone for  a general European 
10peace. These two goals o f  Talleyrand—an Anglo-French a l l i ­

ance and a s in cere  d esire  for  peace—remained co n sisten t through­

out h is  long career in  government. Regardless o f what govern­

ment he served, he clung to these p r in c ip les  as h is  basic pro­

gram. He s in c er e ly  b elieved  that f u l f i l l i n g  these aims would 

lea d  to permanent French supremacy on the European continent.

In 1792 Talleyrand impressed upon Yaldec de L essart, 

M inister o f  Foreign A ffa ir s , the n e c ess ity  o f  securing the neu­

t r a l i t y  o f  England and, perhaps, an a llia n c e  w ith  her before 

France got too involved in  con tin en ta l a f f a ir s .  Although pre­

vented by the C onstitu tion  o f 1791 from holding an o f f i c ia l  

p o s itio n , Talleyrand did succeed in  being sen t to  London w ith

government l e t t e r s  which insured him a reception  and a hearing
11by the B r itish  government.

What Talleyrand hoped to  gain from England was a declara­

tio n  o f  absolute n e u tra lity , follow ed by both a defensive and

^Edouard Colmache, Reminiscences o f  Prince Talleyrand 
(London, 1848), I I ,  181.

^ H a z lit t ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 232-33.
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o ffen siv e  a llia n c e  among Prance, England, and the United S ta tes,
12and f in a l ly  a loan o f $ 4 .m illion s te r lin g . He obtained only  

the proclamation o f n eu tra lity ; the r e s t  o f the scheme mis­

carried .

The French Revolution was never popular in  England; i t  

was resented  as being foreign , strange, and bloody. Talleyrand  

discovered that th is  h o s t i l i t y  extended towards h im self. The 

English thought th at Talleyrand had betrayed h is  king and had 

taken the wrong s id e . Consequently, Talleyrand received  very  

co ld  treatment by rep resen tatives o f the B r itish  government.

King George I I I  was abrupt in  th e ir  meeting, the Queen turned 

her back on him, and William P i t t ,  the Prime M inister, was a lo o f  

and noncommittal. They d istru sted  him, many b e liev in g  th at he 

had been sen t by the French as a spy.

While he was attenuating to win the favor o f  the B r itish , 

he was lo s in g  th at o f the French government. Louis XUI had 

f a l le n  and a Jacobin government under Jean Marat was in  power, 

These new leaders were fe a r fu l o f  a counterrevolution and they  

co n tin u a lly  took precautionary step s to prevent such a movement. 

In the course o f  th e ir  a c t iv i t i e s  they searched the T u iler ies , 

the palace o f the former King, attempting to d iscover evidence 

which would show them who was a lo y a l r e v o lu tio n is t  and who was

12Saint-A ulaire, op* c i t . j  pp* 72-73.
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n ot. Those th at were found d is lo y a l were sentenced to the g u il­

lo t in e .  While in v e s tig a tin g  the contents found in  a hidden cup­

board (a sort o f  iron  sa fe ) a t  the T u ile r ie s , these revo lu tion ­

i s t s  discovered certa in  documents which to  them proved th at 

Talleyrand had had se c r e t  correspondence w ith  Louis XVI. The 

l e t t e r s  showed th a t Talleyrand b e lieved  in  the monarchy and was 

re lu cta n t to  ab o lish  i t .  Presented w ith  th is  inform ation, the 

L eg is la t iv e  Assembly con fisca ted  Talleyrand's papers and de­

clared  him an o u t c a s t .^

Unable to  complete h is m ission  to London and resigned to  

h is  fa te , Talleyrand re lu c ta n tly  jo in ed  the growing number o f  

French refugees in  Eagland. He decided to  pursue a period o f  

watchful w aitin g  w ith the hope th at an eventual change in  the 

course o f  the French Revolution would enable him to  return to  

France and resume h is  career in  p o l i t i c s .  He was unable to  ac­

cep t the republican p r in c ip les  o f  such leaders as Georges- 

Jacques Dan ton, Jean Marat, and Maximilian Robespierre, but he 

hoped that lead ers who were w ill in g  to  support a lim ited  mon­

archy would even tu ally  come in to  power and would c a l l  him back 

in to  public o f f ic e .  Meanwhile he dared not return to  France and 

had to remain in  e x i le  in  Great B rita in  or the United S ta tes  

u n t i l  the Dantons and Robespierres had fa l le n  and leaders w ith

13°Bemard Lacombe, Talleyrand the Man (London, 1911),
p . 40.
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more moderate p r in c ip le s  had ar isen . He had no way o f knowing 

how long th is  period o f w aitin g  would la s t ,  but he hoped th at he 

would be able to return to  France even tually  rather than to  l iv e  

in  e x i le  fo r  the r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e .
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CHAPTER II  

A RELUCTANT EXILE

The f in a n c ia l condition  o f Europe was undergoing an

extraordinary change in  the la s t  h a lf  o f the eighteenth  century.

I t  was being attacked by both conservative and lib e r a l  fo rces  and

consequently was caught in  a v ic e  th at, i f  c losed , would mean

u tte r  chaos to the economy o f Europe. On the one sid e was the

in s t a b i l i t y  created by the French R evolution. That upheaval had

caused the d isruption  o f markets, the curbing o f  trade, and the

elim in ation  o f sources o f raw m ateria l. On the other s id e  was a

group o f fin a n c iers  who envisioned a c lo ser  interchange o f  goods

between countries and the elim ination  of m ercantilism . These

businessmen belonged to what i s  sometimes c a lle d  the ’’S ixth  Great 
*1

Power o f Europe.” This e l i t e  group o f fin a n c iers , representing  

every major s ta te  in  Europe, had banded together in  complete d is ­

regard fo r  n ation al borders to form a v i t a l  economic bloc that 

could e f f e c t iv e ly  control Europe. One author described i t :

"hlans Huth and Wilma J. Pugh (e d s .) ,  Talleyrand in  
America as a F inancial Promoter, 1794-96, Vol. I I  o f The finnusl 
Report oP the American H isto r ica l A ssociation  fo r  the Year 1941 
(Washington, 1942), p. v.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



21

I t  was somewhat l ik e  H ellas, in  th at i t s  s o c ia l  bonds 
were common id e a ls  and mores rather than anything in  the 
nature o f le g is la t io n  or p rescr ip tio n . I t  was somewhat 
l ik e  the medieval church, in  that w ithout p h y sica l force  
o f i t s  own i t  was able on occasion to  summon and to re­
s tr a in  the p h y sica l force  of the s ta te s . . . .  I t  oper­
ated in  areas and over subjects th at la y  beyond the range 
o f . . . e ighteenth  century s ta te s . . . .  I t  was tru ly  
in tern a tio n a l. 2

This "Sixth Power" was i t s e l f  handicapped by the French 

Revolution and the war that follow ed. An unhealthy f in a n c ia l  

s itu a t io n  had been created because the major European powers had 

become too deeply involved in  power p o l i t ic s  and n ation a l sur­

v iv a l. D istraught c a p ita l is t s  sought in  vain  to d iscover safe  

p laces for  investm ents. H opefully, they turned to  the New World. 

Here they found an in fa n t rep ublic, the United S ta tes, ju s t  

emerging as an independent country under a new, and y e t  unproven, 

c o n stitu tio n . They saw a nation whose leaders were try ing to  

e sta b lish  a firm foundation, p a r ticu la r ly  on a sound fin a n c ia l 

b a s is . European speculators r ea lise d  the p o t e n t ia l i t ie s  o f a 

nation  that was bound to expand and grow in to  a major power 

w ith in  a few years, a nation  whose resources were ju s t  begging 

to  be developed, a nation whose lo ca tio n  made i t  advantageous to  

secure the e a s ily  a ccess ib le  West Indies trade. G reatly re­

lie v e d  and very much in terested , these in tern a tio n a l c a p ita l is t s  

began to  explore the economic p o s s ib i l i t i e s  in  the United S tates.

2
I b id ., pp. v -v i.
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Talleyrand was a member of th is  in tern ation a l group. He 

had a sso c ia ted  w ith one o f i t s  lead ers, Panchaud, the Swiss
•  Ofin a n c ia l th e o r is t , whose economic views in fluenced  him. But 

Talleyrand, as in d icated  above, had always been in ter e sted  in  

economic q u estion s. As Agent-General o f the French clergy  he 

had taken a keen in te r e s t  in  church fin ances and tr ie d  to im­

prove the e f f ic ie n c y  o f th e ir  handling.^ Here he earned the 

reputation  o f being an experienced fin a n c ier . In 1787 he was 

in v ite d  as an expert in  fin ances to serve on an advisory commit-
c

tee  o f the Council o f  N otables. Later, as a member o f the 

F ir s t  E state in  the E states General, he offered  numerous propos­

a ls  to promote f in a n c ia l s t a b i l i t y  w ith in  France. He argued for  

the establishm ent o f a cen tra lized  bank and for  a monetary 

sinking fund which would gradually elim inate the public  debt.

In order to promote freer  in tern a tio n a l economic r e la t io n s , he

favored an a llia n c e  between England and France, as prev iously
£

mentioned. He u ltim ate ly  became q u ite  celebrated as a 

^Ibid. , p . 4.

% a z lit t ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 229-30; Cooper, op. c i t . ,  pp.
15-16.

^Duc de B roglie ( e d .) , Memoirs o f  the Prince de T alley­
rand (London, 1895), I ,  75. Hereafter c ite d  as Talleyrand’s 
Memoirs.

e
Lindsay Rogers, "The TTonders o f Diplomacy," Foreign 

A ffa irs , XXXIII (Jan ., 1955), 318; Goldsmith, op. c i t . ,  p. 91.
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fin a n c ier  and was looked up to  as an authority  on f i s c a l  sub­

j e c t s .

His contemporaries o ften  c r i t ic a l ly  remarked about 

Talleyrand's love o f money. Gouvemeur Morris commented, "His
r j

Passion fo r  Play [gambling] has become extreme . . ." ; Mirabeau

sa id  o f  him, "For money he has so ld  h is  honor and h is  fr ien d s .
8 » •He would s e l l  h is  very sou l fo r  money . . Madame de S ta e l's

appraisal was, "He so ld  everything and w i l l  not cease to  s e l l

u n t i l  h is  l a s t  day everything he can s e l l  and even everything he 
a

cannot." His biographers have described him as "a born specu- 

10l a t o r ," and have s ta te d  that "his great d efec t was a boundless

love o f  money or rather a complete absence o f scruples as to  the

means o f obtaining i t .  F in a lly , i t  has been sa id , "The root

o f  the matter o f course was th at he wanted money, needed i t ,  or

thought he did, to  g r a t ify  one o f the most expensive s e ts  o f
12ta s te s  w ith which man was ever endowed."

<7
Gouverneur Morris, A Diary o f the French Revolution  

(Boston, 1939), I I ,  101.
Q
Durand Echeverria, Mirage in  the Tfest (Princeton, 1957),

p . 196.

^Gamaliel Bradford, S a in ts and Sinners (Boston, 1932),
p. 161.

■^Louis Madelin, Talleyrand (New York, 1948), p. 45. 

^Bradford, op. c i t . ,  p . 160. ^ I b id .
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A ll o f these observations are p a r t ia l ly  correct but they

should never be made w ithout some c la r i f ic a t io n . I t  i s  true

th at Talleyrand did enjoy specu lation  and engaged in  i t  fr e e ly , 

but he never did i t  fo o lis h ly  and n e e d le ss ly . As w i l l  be shown 

la te r , when he engaged in  f in a n c ia l tran saction s, he did so de­

lib e r a te ly , soberly , and w ith a l l  the f in e s se  o f  an astu te  finan­

c ie r . He stud ied  business ventures from every conceivable angle 

and never did he permit emotion to  cloud h is  thinking.

At sometime during h is  m ission  to England in  1792, 

Talleyrand became a man without a country. The exact date i s  

d i f f i c u l t  to  determine as i t  i s  hard to define p r e c ise ly  when he 

ceased being a rep resen tative  of the French government in  Eng­

land and when he became an e x i le .  But from the moment h is  name 

appeared on the emigre l i s t ,  Talleyrand's v i s i t  to England lo s t  

i t s  e f fe c t iv e n e s s . His attempt to n egotia te  an a llia n ce  between 

the two countries had not m ateria lized  and now, cut o f f  by h is  

own government and d istru sted  by London so c ie ty , he discovered  

h im self o stra c ized  by those around him.

F in a lly , he was forced to leave England, being banished

under the provisions o f the A lien  B i l l  o f  1793. He attempted to

defend h is  p o s itio n  but to  no a v a il, and so l e f t  England on 

February 3, 1794, on board an American trading v e sse l, the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



25

13William. Penn, bound for  Philadelph ia. His constant travelin g  

companion, Chevalier Albert de Beaumetz, accompanied him.

The tr ip  took th ir ty -e ig h t  days and the f i r s t  part was 

f i l l e d  w ith stormy weather and impending dangers. A storm 

struck the ship in  the English Channel and forced i t  to  stop fo r  

rep airs a t Falmouth. There Talleyrand stayed a t an inn where 

he discovered an American tra v e ler . Introducing h im self to th is  

American, Talleyrand asked fo r  le t t e r s  o f in troduction  which 

would a id  him in  the New World. In response to  the request the 

stranger rep lied , "I am the so le  American who cannot g ive  you 

le t t e r s  o f in troduction  fo r  h is  country. A ll my r e la t io n s  w ith  

i t  are a t an end. I  must never return t h e r e . T h e  stranger 

turned out to  be General Benedict Arnold!

A fter the William Penn l e f t  Falmouth, an English fr ig a te  

suddenly appeared. I t  was feared that th is  ship would attempt 

to search and se iz e  the American v e sse l. To avoid d etection , 

Talleyrand quickly put on a white cap and apron, and d isgu ised

1 ^xoThere i s  some confusion ar is in g  over the exact date o f  
h is  expulsion . One author w rites  th at i t  occurred in  Jan ., 1793 
(J. Holland Rose, "Protest o f  Talleyrand A gainst His Expulsion  
from England,” English H isto r ica l Review, XXT [A p ril, 1906], 330- 
32). Rose, however, has been com pletely refu ted  and the correct 
date determined as Jan ., 1794 ("Talleyrand and Jaudenes, 1795,” 
American H isto r ica l Review, XXX [Ju ly , 1925], 778, n. 2 ) .

•̂ T alleyrand’s Memoirs, I ,  174; George Barton, Walks and 
Talks About Old Philadelphia (Philadelphia, 1928), pp. 98-99.
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15him self as an apprentice cook. Talleyrand breathed a s ig h  o f  

r e l i e f  when the English ship sa ile d  away.

The la s t  h a lf  o f the crossing  proved uneventful. The

time was consumed by endless conversations w ith Beaumetz. So

smooth did the s a i l in g  become that Talleyrand was re lu cta n t to

leave  the ship when i t  arrived in  P h iladelph ia . In fa c t , he

attempted to obtain  passage on a v e s se l leav in g  fo r  India , whose

r ich es  he had heard about in  England, but i t s  captain r ep lie d  he
1 fihad no space a v a ila b le .

Talleyrand had se le c te d  the United S tates as h is  p lace  

o f refuge not only because the American ship was the next v e s s e l  

to  s a i l  a f te r  he was ordered out o f England but a lso  because he 

had elim inated, fo r  one reason or another, the other p o s s ib i l i ­

t i e s .  Conceivably he could have gone to Russia, Switzerland, or 

Denmark. But fo r  various reasons they were a l l  elim inated. The 

fe e lin g  o f  Russia towards him was uncertain  and there p e r s is te d  

a p o s s ib i l i t y  th at her a ttitu d e  might change for  the worse. 

Switzerland turned down h is  request fo r  asylum and Denmark was

15 Sain t-A u laire, op. c i t . , p . 83. This story  la te r  c ir ­
culated  around the French government when Talleyrand was a t  the 
apex o f  h is  power. I t  was to ld  to b e l i t t l e  him, describ ing how 
the strong and mighty had once been weak and fe a r fu l.

1 6Talleyrand's Memoirs, I ,  175. For a d escrip tion  o f  
Talleyrand’s in te r e s t  in  India , see Paul D. Evans, "Deux Hnigrds 
en Am^rique, Talleyrand and Beaumetz, ” La Revolution Francaise 
Revue, LXXVIII (Jan .-D ec., 1925), 51-61.
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17
too c lo se  to the advances o f France. Consequently, he turned, 

somewhat r e lu c ta n tly , to America.

He was not alone in  th is  venture. During the la s t  dec­

ade o f  the eighteenth  century thousands o f French emigrants in ­

vaded the United S ta tes. Driven from th e ir  country by the Revo­

lu t io n , they sought a place to l iv e  in  peace and enjoy a freedom 

never experienced in  Europe. A ctually , there were two d is t in c t  

groups o f emigrants. The f i r s t ,  which came sh ortly  a fter  the 

f a l l  o f the B a s t i l le ,  con sisted  la r g e ly  o f members o f the p r iv i­

leged  c la s s e s . They were w ealthy r o y a lis t s  f le e in g  France to  

escape the g u il lo t in e . The second influx; were members o f the 

bourgeoisie and n o b ility  who had i n i t i a l l y  favored reform meas­

ures but broke w ith the Revolution when the massacres began. 

Talleyrand belonged to th is  group.

These e x ile s  s e t t le d  prim arily  in  the Middle A tla n tic  

area, e sta b lish in g  large co lon ies in  New York C ity, Baltim ore, 

Wilmington, and P hiladelphia. The la t t e r  had the la r g e s t  concen­

tra tio n  in  America, estim ated between 10,000 and 25,000, making 

approximately one person out o f every ten French. So popular 

did Philadelphia  become w ith the French that they referred  to  i t

17Anna B. Dodd, Talleyrand, The Training o f a Statesman 
(New York and London, 1927), p . 299; Lacombe, op. c i t . ,  p . 58.
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as th e ir  "Noah's Ark"l^®

Many reasons account for the appeal o f  P h iladelphia. In 

the f i r s t  p lace , the emigres gathered there because the c i t y  a l­

ready contained a s iza b le  French population. As early  as 1755 

French e x ile s  had sought a haven there. In that year French

c o lo n is ts  in  Acadia were r u th le ss ly  uprooted and r e s e t t le d  in  
19Philadelphia . There they suffered  horrib ly  from smallpox and 

yellow  fever, but a sm all number survived who eventually  

attracted  others.

Secondly, P hiladelphia was the c a p ita l o f the United  

S ta te s . In th is  resp ect i t  was sim ilar to  P aris , the former 

home o f  most o f th ese  emigres. Furthermore, Philadelphia  was a 

major seaport. Ships arrived and departed almost d a ily . Here 

they could sa fe ly  await news of French developments and at the 

same time c lo se ly  observe the operations of th is  new republic  

and learn how to  a ss im ila te  them selves to  th e ir  new environment.

S t i l l  another reason the French se lec ted  P hiladelphia

1 ftFrances S. Childs, French Refugee L ife  in  the United 
S ta te s , 1790-1800 (Baltim ore,- 1940), p. 103; Kenneth Roberts and 
Anna M. Roberts (eds„), Moreau de S t. Mary's American Journey, 
1793-1798 (Garden C ity, N. Y ., 1947), p . x v i i .  I t  i s  d i f f ic u l t  
to  determine the p recise  number since census figu res are unavail­
able; the census of 1790 preceded the t id e  whereas th at o f 1800 
follow ed the peak.

1 Q¥ ilto n  P. Ledet, "Acadian E xiles in  Pennsylvania," 
Pennsylvania H istory, I I ,  No. 1 (Jan ., 1942), 119.
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was th at i t  was the f in a n c ia l center o f the New World, where 

they could fin d  employment, make business contacts, and receive  

inform ation. In P h iladelph ia  c red it could be secured, loans 

were a v a ila b le , and investm ents could be obtained. Banks, com­

m ercial houses, and the Treasury o f the United S tates were s i t u ­

ated th ere , making a v a ila b le  specu lation  and investm ents. These 

fa c to r s , which a ttracted  many emigrants, would be p a r tic u la r ly  

appealing to Talleyrand.
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CHAPTER I I I  

A NEW BEGINNING

A crowd o f  c u r io s ity  seekers gathered early  a t the Dock 

S tree t wharf to see the man whose reputation  had preceded him 

across the A tla n tic . Fortunately for  Talleyrand, w ith in  the 

crowd stood a fr ien d , Theophile Cazenove, who came to greet th is  

new a rr iv a l and a id  him in  h is  adjustment to the New World.

The two had known each other in  the business world o f Paris and 

now renewed th e ir  acquaintance. Cazenove, c h ie f  agent fo r  the 

Holland Land Conq>any, had liv e d  in  America fo r  a number o f  years  

and had esta b lish ed  e x ce lle n t business connections. Talley­

rand's tra v e ls  and experiences in  America would have been q u ite  

d iffe re n t had i t  not been for th is  eairly meeting w ith Cazenove. 

Time and tim e again Talleyrand used Cazenove to advance h is  own 

in te r e s t s .  As Talleyrand rather c r i t i c a l ly  remarks in  h is  

Memoirs, "Mr. Cazenove was a man o f  a rather enlightened, though 

slow mind and o f a tim id and almost ca re le ss  nature. But h is

George Barton, L it t le  Journeys Around Old Philadelphia. 
(P hiladelphia , 1926), pp. 98-99.
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2
q u a lit ie s  and h is  d efects made him very u se fu l to me."

Talleyrand’s use o f Cazenove was not confined to  the New 

World. Upon the death o f  Cazenove, Paul B usti, h is  successor as 

general agent for  the Holland Land Company, wrote:

Our o ld  friend , M. Thlophilus Cazenove, died sometime 
in  March in  P aris. . . . Grown old , h is  generous heart 
- . . evaporated in  the r ich es  i t  has been repeated ly  
a sserted  th at he amassed in  f in a n c ia l operations w ith h is  
fr ien d  and p rotector, Talleyrand. I  g ive th is  opinion, 
only from reasoning deducted from the knowledge o f  Mr. 
fh eop h ile 's  character, fo r  as to the p a rticu la rs  o f  h is  
l i f e  in  Paris I  know nothing but what I  have been to ld , 
th at he died poor, abandoned by Talleyrand.

Thanks to Cazenove, Talleyrand bypassed the custom fo r ­

m a lit ie s  th at u su a lly  encumbered the a rr iv a l o f  the European emi­

grant. Furthermore, Talleyrand encountered no d i f f ic u l t y  in  

securing lodging, since he was in v ite d  to stay  a t  Cazenove*s 

sm all brick house in  South Philadelphia  for as long as he de­

s ire d . 4

Here Talleyrand spent h is  f i r s t  few weeks acclim ating  

h im self to  h is  new environment and contemplating h is  next move.

2
Talleyrand's Memoirs, I ,  175.

3
Cazenove's la s t  years were spent in  Paris where he 

served Talleyrand as an adviser on matters perta in in g  to  America 
and Holland. Talleyrand s p e c if ic a l ly  used h is  serv ices  when 
n egotia tin g  the sa le  o f Louisiana to the United S ta tes.
Franjois Alexandre Frederic La Rochefoucauld Liancourt, Journal 
de yoyage en Am^rique e t  d'un Sejour a! Philadelph ie (Baltim ore, 
1§40), pp. x - x i i i .

4Barton, L it t le  Journeys . . . , p. 99.
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Here he could o b jec tiv e ly  appraise the f in a n c ia l conditions o f  

the United S ta tes w ithout the n e c e ss ity  o f becoming immediately 

involved in  them. His own fin ances were exhausted when he ar­

rived  in  P hiladelphia, as he had been forced  to s e l l  h is  per-
5

sonal lib ra ry  in  London to pay fo r  h is  passage to America. 

Talleyrand intended to recoup h is  fortune by amassing w ealth in  

the New World. He cer ta in ly  would not be s a t is f ie d  to s i t  id ly  

by, enjoying the h o sp ita lity  o f Cazenove, w hile awaiting develop­

ments in  Europe.

Although desirous of returning to Europe as soon as pos­

s ib le ,  he ca re fu lly  studied  ways to enrich h im self in  the United 

S ta te s . I t  was im perative, he saw, to  enter a business that 

e ith er  offered  quick monetary returns or could be operated prof­

i ta b ly  from the continent. Keeping these r e s tr ic t io n s  in  mind, 

he proceeded to explore the business clim ate in  the United 

S ta tes.

To begin w ith , he sought in troductions to  the prominent 

businessmen o f  Philadelphia . Here was another opportunity o f 

using the friendship  o f  Cazenove. Through him Talleyrand met

'’Most authors agree that he was d e s t itu te  when he ar­
r ived  in  the United S ta tes, but according to one h is  tr ip  was 
paid  by John Church who had known Talleyrand in  Paris and la te r  
befriended him in  England. John S. Minard, "Intimate Friend o f  
Old C e leb r it ies  in  America and Europe," Journal o f American His­
tory, I I  (1908), 52.
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Robert Morris, William Bingham, and Henry Knox, a l l  su ccessfu l 

leaders o f America's in fa n t en terp r ises . They, in  turn, in ­

formed him o f th e ir  a c t iv i t i e s  and consequently, w ith th is  knowl­

edge, he could attempt to v is u a liz e  the b est way o f p red ictin g  

fu ture p o s s ib i l i t i e s .

A fter c lo se  scrutiny  he narrowed the f ie ld s  a v a ila b le  to  

a lie n s  to  three—one was to p lay  the stock  market, e ith e r  in d i­

v id u a lly  or as a rep resen tative  o f a European firm; another was 

to  a c t as an agent fo r  European businessmen; and the th ird  pos­

s i b i l i t y  was to engage in  land sp ecu lation . Through h is  observa­

tio n s  he became qu ite inqaressed by American business methods and 

e sp e c ia lly  by the impact they made on American s o c ie ty . Shortly  

a fte r  arriving he wrote Mine, de S ta e l, "There i s  much money to  

be made here, but i t  i s  only fo r  the people who already have
g

i t . " Obviously he was a t t e s t i n g  to e n l i s t  her a id  and de­

siro u s that she and her a sso c ia te s  would tru st h is  judgments in

th e ir  American investm ents. As i t  turned out, Mme. de S ta e l did
7

purchase land in  the New World but not from Talleyrand.

I n i t ia l ly ,  he showed in te r e s t  in  a l l  three o f the

®Lacombe, op. c i t . ,  p . 70.
7

She acquired a considerable amount in  New York State  
from Gouvemeur Morris and LeRoy de Chaumont. I s  th is  another 
reason fo r  the sudden "coldness" that developed between these  
former lovers?  Richard L. Hawkins, Madame de S ta e l and the 
U nited S ta tes (Cambridge, 1930), pp. 10-14.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



35

above-mentioned areas. He hoped to become an expert on American 

a f fa ir s  and be accepted by European merchants as th e ir  l ia is o n .  

He wrote to the bank o f Bourdieu, Cholet, and Bourdieu in  London 

advice on land sp ecu la tion , the s t a b i l i t y  o f  the American stock
Q

exchange, and requests fo r  th e ir  in s tr u c tio n s . I t  i s  a remark­

able l e t t e r ,  contain ing many s ig n if ic a n t  in s ig h ts  in to  the bu si­

ness world o f America that w i l l  be noted la te r ;  what makes i t  

e sp e c ia lly  amazing i s  that i t  was w ritten  le s s  than two months 

a fte r  he arrived! His keen mind had grasped the s itu a t io n  and 

had already taken advantage o f i t .

To m aintain solvency w hile awaiting aid  from Europe, 

Talleyrand decided to obtain money through h is  knowledge of the 

operations o f foreign  diplomacy. I t  was e s s e n t ia l  th at he do 

th is  sin ce  he had been reduced almost to  the condition  o f a pau­

per. He had moved from Cazenove's to  a sm all a t t ic  apartment in  

the a l le y  between Front and Second S tree ts  and was forced to 

s e l l  h is  watch in  order to buy coal to  heat h is  room and to  cook
Q

h is  food. He, th erefore, approached the Spanish envoy to the

O
Talleyrand to  M essrs. Bourdieu, Cholet, and Bourdieu, 

June 10, 1794, Talleyrand Papers, MSS D iv ., Library of Congress. 
H ereafter Library o f  Congress w i l l  be abbreviated LC. These 
manuscripts were deposited by courtesy o f Hans Huth and ¥ilm a  
Pugh.

^Charles K. McHarg, L ife  o f Prince Talleyrand (New York, 
1857), p. 126.
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United S ta tes, J osef de Jaudenes, and informed him that he 

possessed  B r itish  secrets  which could be purchased for  £3500. 

These sec r e ts  o sten sib ly  pertained to a proposed jo in t  Anglo- 

French attack  on Spanish America in  1790. Talleyrand explained  

that th is  document had m ysteriously  come in to  h is  p ossession  

during h is  residence in  England. Jaudenes informed the foreign  

m in ister o f Spain, F. A. Godoy, who authorized the purchase. 

Talleyrand even tually  received  $8,000 for  the se c r e ts , which 

turned out to be com pletely u se le s s  to the Spanish government."^ 

I t  i s  uncertain  whether a t the time o f the sa le  Talleyrand 

thought th a t the documents were authentic or whether he know­

in g ly  so ld  f a ls e  inform ation to embarrass Spain and obtain money. 

Regardless o f h is  s in c e r ity , the sa le  c er ta in ly  aided T alley­

rand's f in a n c ia l s ta tu s .

Released from personal f in a n c ia l w orries he could now 

enjoy h im self in  P hiladelphia so c ie ty  w hile contemplating h is  

next move. As previously  mentioned, he had met the e l i t e  o f  the 

f in a n c ia l world in  America and had been w e ll  received . He led  a 

gay l i f e  in  P hiladelphia, m ingling fr e e ly  w ith French refugees 

and American businessmen. His evenings were f i l l e d  w ith dinners 

and conversations a t the homes o f  William Bingham, Robert Morris,

■^"Talleyrand and Jaudenes, 1795," American H isto r ica l  
Review, XXX (Ju ly , 1925), 779.
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and Moreau de S t. Mery, the la t t e r  being Talleyrand's fa v o r ite  

h o st. At S t. Mary's they rem inisced about pre- Revolutionary  

days or planned France's fu ture. So enjoyable were these con­

versation s th at Mme. Moreau de St. Miry frequently  in s is te d  on 

T alleyrand's departure so that her husband could open th e ir

bookshop the next morning. But her sometimes rude remarks never
1 1prevented Talleyrand from retu rn in g .’ ’ The bookstore became the

rendezvous fo r  French anigres in  P h iladelph ia . S ituated  at. the

corner o f Front and Walnut S tre e ts , i t  was a lso  frequented by

such d istin gu ish ed  v is ito r s  as La Colombe, Due de La

Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, and the young Due d'Orleans (the future  
1 o

Louis P h ilip p e).

In ad d ition  to h is  making contact w ith American b u sin ess­

men, Talleyrand looked forward to meeting President Washington. 

A ll v is i t o r s  to  P hiladelphia made i t  a p o in t to  see th is  d is t in ­

guished gentleman. They would drink tea , eat breakfast, or 

attend a recep tion  w ith him. A fter a l l ,  he was ranked by many 

as one o f the w orld's great men. But Talleyrand's reason for  

meeting Washington was to  be more them s in g ly  a so c ia l a f fa ir ,  

fo r  he wanted to  ta lk  p o l i t i c s .  One o f h is  o b jectives in  coming

^Moreau, op. c i t . ,  pp. 214-15.
*i n

^ Austin K. Gray, The F ir s t  American Library (P h ilad el­
phia, 1936), pp. 41-42.
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to  America was to complete h is  p o l i t i c a l  education by learn ing  

how the American government functioned. To do th is ,  he had 

attended sess io n s  o f the Supreme Court and the Congress and had 

observed how the check and balance system operated. Now he de­

s ire d  an in terview  w ith the c h ie f  executive.

To insure a p leasant reception , Talleyrand possessed  a

very warm le t t e r  o f in trod u ction  w ritten  by Washington's fr iend , 
13Lord Lansdowne. But Washington refused  to  grant Talleyrand 

e ith e r  a p u b lic  or a p r iv a te  audience. Presumably he declined  

because o f the v io le n t  p ro te s ts  ra ised  by Joseph Fauchet, French 

M inister to  the United S ta te s . Fauchet had rushed to  the Secre­

tary  o f  S ta te , Thomas Jefferso n , and shouted, "If Talleyrand i s  

received  a t the P resid en t's  p a lace, I  w i l l  never s e t  fo o t  in  i t  

again; you must choose between me and an emigre. Washington, 

somewhat re lu c ta n tly , consented to Fauchet's demands. As he ex­

p la in ed  to  Hamilton:

In  answering your note o f  yesterday resp ectin g  M. 
Talleyrand de P&rigord, I  do not h e s ita te  to declare, 
th at I  f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to h i t  upon a l in e  o f conduct 
towards characters, under the d escrip tion  th at Gentleman 
i s .  . . .  I  can p erceive  very c le a r ly , th a t the conse­
quences o f  rece iv in g  th ese characters in to  the public

13Lansdowne to Washington, March 2, 1794, MSS D iv ., 
Pennsylvania H is to r ica l S ociety  (h ereafter  abbreviated Pa. H ist. 
S o c .) , P h iladelphia, Pa.

^Lacombe, op. c i t . ,  p. 66.
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15rooms w i l l  be driving of the French M inisters from them.

And la te r  in  a le t t e r  to  Lord Lansdowne he wrote:

I  have had the pleasure o f rece iv in g  your Lordship's 
le t t e r  introducing me to M. T alleyrand-Pirigord.

I t  i s  a matter o f  no small r eg re t to me that con­
s id era tio n s o f a p u b lic  nature, which you w i l l  e a s i ly  
conjecture, have not h ith erto  perm itted me to m anifest 
towards th a t Gentleman, the sense I  en terta in  o f  h is  
personal character and o f your Lordship's recommenda­
tio n . But I  am informed that the recep tion  he has met 
with in  general, has been such as to  console him, as fa r  
as the s ta te  o f  so c ie ty  here w i l l  admit o f  i t ,  fo r  what 
he has relin q u ish ed  in  leav in g  Europe. Time w i l l  natu­
r a lly  be favorable to  him everywhere and may be expected  
to  r a ise  a man of h is  ta len ts  and m erit above the tempo­
rary disadvantages, which in  revo lu tion s r e s u lt  from 
d ifferen ces  o f  p o l i t i c a l  opinion.-*-®

Fortunately fo r  Talleyrand th is  reb u ff by Washington, as 

in d ica ted , was counterbalanced by actions o f other prominent

^ Joh n  C. F itzp a tr ick  ( e d .) ,  The W ritings o f  George 
Washington, 1745-1799 (Washington, 1940), XXXIII, 352.

1C
Ib id . , pp. 482-83. Most authors agree that Washington 

refused  to  g reet Talleyrand because o f the p o l i t i c a l  overtones 
th at might be in sin u ated . A few, however, c i t e  other reasons 
fo r  the snub. Charles H. S h e r r ill says s o c ia l  reasons prevented  
the m eeting. He in d ic a te s  that Talleyrand's amorous p a st had 
preceded him to America and, th erefore, to have Washington asso­
c ia te  w ith him would ta in t  the P resid en t's  character. Charles H. 
S h e r r ill , French Memories o f Eighteenth Century America (New 
York, 1915), pp. 21-22. Edward E verett in fe r s  that Talleyrand  
never attempted to see  Washington, th at Talleyrand d e lib er a te ly  
avoided involvement in  th is  country's p o l i t i c a l  a f fa ir s  by 
keeping a lo o f o f  any persons!, r e la t io n s  w ith  the P resid ent. He 
concludes th a t, un like other French emigres who threw them selves 
in to  the p o l i t i c s !  problems o f th is  world sind became extrem ely  
p artisan  in  th e ir  a c tio n s , Talleyrand attempted to remain neu­
tr a l .  Edward E verett, The Mount Vernon Papers (New York, 1860), 
p. 358.
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Americans. Alexander Hamilton p a r ticu la r ly  became very fr ien d ly  

w ith th is  e x ile  and the two developed a la s t in g  admiration for  

each other. This was natural s in ce  they had so much in  common— 

th e ir  r e a l i s t i c  approach to  current f i s c a l  problems, th e ir  aware­

ness o f  the r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  o f the fed era l government, and 

th e ir  enjoyment o f f in e  l iv in g —a l l  coincided to form a strong

bond. Talleyrand d e lib era te ly  attended sessio n s o f  Congress and
17the Supreme Court when Hamilton was scheduled to appear. He 

considered Hamilton the w ise s t  and b est informed statesman out­

s id e  o f Europe. In fa c t , he la te r  elim inated that r e s tr ic t io n  

when he sa id , nI  consider Napoleon, Fox and Hamilton as the 

three g rea test men of our period  and, i f  I  had to name the 

g r ea te s t , I  would without h e s ita tio n  p lace Hamilton in  f i r s t  

p la ce .

Both men mention spending many evenings conversing to ­

gether, not only in  Ph iladelph ia  but wherever the p o s s ib i l i ty

arose. Frequently they met in  New York C ity and even a t Hamil-
19to n 's  in -law s, the P h ilip  Schuylers, in  Albany. So c lo se  did

17Samuel Breck, " R eco llection s," MSS D iv ., American 
P hilosoph ica l S ociety , P h iladelphia, P a ., p . 210.

18Lewis Rosenthal, America and France (New York, 1882), 
p . 286, n . 60; Crane Brinton, Lives o f  Talleyrand (New York, 
1936), p. 93.

19Gouvernet H enriette Lucie La Tour du Pin, R eco llec­
tio n s  o f  the Revolution and the Enpire, trans. H alter Greer 
(New York, 1920), pp. 226-27.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



41

th e ir  friendship  become that Talleyrand commissioned an a r t is t  

to  p a in t Hamilton's p ictu re in  order th a t he might carry a por­

t r a i t .  Later he took th is  p ictu re  back to Prance and, according  

to rep orts, when Aaron Burr came to P aris and requested an 

audience, Talleyrand, in  refu sin g  to grant one, in stru cted  h is

secretary  to " t e l l  the gentleman that a m iniature o f Hamilton 
20hangs on my w a l l ."

One d is t in c t  area o f disagreement between Hamilton and 

Talleyrand, however, was th e ir  a tt itu d e  towards a government job . 

When Hamilton resigned h is  cabinet p o s it io n  as Secretary o f  

Treasury w ith  the explanation he could support h is  fam ily b etter  

through the p ra ctice  o f law, th is  shocked Talleyrand. The p o s i­

tio n , according to Talleyrand's view s, was, outside o f the p r e s i­

dency, the most p o ten tia lly  lu cra tiv e  p o s it io n  anyone could ob­

ta in . The p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f making money seemed en d less. The 

very idea  o f leaving such a job to return to private  l i f e  and 

p ra ctice  law was incomprehensible. Talleyrand reportedly re ­

marked upon passing la te  one n igh t the illum inated  window of  

Hamilton's study, "There i s  the eighth  wonder o f  the world: a

man laboring fo r  the support o f  h is  fam ily who made the fortune  

o f a n a t io n ."

Although Talleyrand mingled fr e e ly  in  American so c ie ty

20E verett, op. c i t . ,  p . 359.
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and enjoyed i t s  contacts, he n everth eless remained a t heart a 

European; h is  f i r s t  love was, and always remained, France. He 

stayed in  .America only because i t  provided him temporary refuge. 

His eyes focused anxiously on Europe, awed tin g  the a rr iv a l o f  

the day which would permit him to return. He r e a liz e d  that h is  

p o s itio n  in  America, however, afforded him an e x c e lle n t  oppor­

tu n ity  to study Europe o b jec tiv e ly , not as an a c tiv e  p artic ip an t  

but as a trained  p o l i t ic ia n  removed from the pressures o f every­

day in tr ig u e s . As he la t e r  wrote, "A p o l i t ic ia n , to complete

h is  education, should c e r ta in ly  go to America, as a d ista n t
21p o in t o f  view from which to judge old Europe.” He a c tu a lly

described th is  phase o f h is  l i f e  as na period o f r e s t  and re -  
22l ie f " ;  i t  represented a temporary calm before plunging back 

in to  the v io le n t  events o f Europe.

Besides enjoying American so c ie ty , he a lso  observed i t ;  

he never became so thoroughly involved  in  a c t iv i t i e s  that he 

could not study h a b its , customs, and mannerisms. He n oticed  

th at forem ost in  the minds o f Americans was a lo v e  o f money. He 

apparently f e l t  a t  home when informed that the h igh est tr ib u te  

an American could pay another was to describe him as na c lev er

^D uchess de Dino, Memoirs (New York, 1910), I I ,  247.

22I b id ., I ,  97.
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23fe llo w , damned sharp*" But he n o ticed  interm ingled w ith  th is

passion  for  money a d esire  for  independence. Wherever he

traveled  in  America he uncovered th ese two strong d r iv es . He

saw m aterialism  in  Ohio where in  a crudely constructed lo g  cabin

he found an expensive piano, "adorned with r e a lly  b ea u tifu l

bronzes." He was warned not to play i t  because "the piano-

tuner, who l iv e s  a hundred m iles away, does not come th is  
24y e a r ." And in  Maine he observed both drives in  a man who 

a n tic ip a ted  a tr ip  to P hiladelphia so he could not only see  

George Washington, the champion o f American independence, but
25a lso  meet W illiam Bingham, the epitome o f a wealthy American.

Being an ex-bishop, Talleyrand kept an in tere sted  eye on 

American r e lig io u s  customs. Having come from the more in t o l ­

erant Old World, he was impressed by the r e lig io u s  to le r a tio n  o f  

the New. He f e l t  that such l ib e r ty  o f conscience strengthened  

the bonds o f  union by elim inating s o c ia l  un rest. As he observed:

On the days consecrated to r e l ig io n , the members o f  
the fam ily  went out together, each one sought the m in ister  
o f h is  own form o f worship, and they a l l  returned to share 
the same domestic in te r e s t s . The d iv e r s ity  o f opinion  
caused no d iscord in  th e ir  fe e lin g s  and other h ab its; 
there were no d isp u tes, no question s were even asked on 
the su b jec t. I t  seemed as i f  r e l ig io n  here was looked

23Echeverria, op. c i t . ,  p. 195.
24T alleyrand's Memoirs, I ,  180.

25Ib id .
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upon as a personal secre t which no man thought he had 
any r ig h t to question or penetrate.

When complaining about American food he remarked, "The United
27S tates has thirty-tvro r e lig io n s  and only one d ish ."  He 

learned the n ecess ity  o f having r e lig io u s  to le r a tio n  in  order to 

secure s o c ia l  p a c ifica tio n ; consequently, he was la te r  to  

attempt to achieve th is  for  France when form ulating the pro­

v is io n s  to  be included in  the Concordat o f  1801 concerning re ­

lig io u s  nonconformity.

Although Talleyrand appeared a t times shocking to h is  

American fr ien d s, they neverth eless recognized h is  keen in s ig h t

and p enetratin g  mind in  e le c t in g  him a member o f the American
28P h ilosoph ical Society  in  1796. This perm itted him to  have an 

opportunity to converse fr e e ly  w ith American in t e l le c tu a l  

leaders and to observe th e ir  outlook, appraisal, and estim ate of 

current problems. These ideas he added to those o f Europe and 

th erefore could judge events o b jec tiv e ly  from a l l  angles. He

Charles Maurice Talleyrand, "Memoir Concerning the 
Commercial R elations o f  the United S tates with England," pre­
sented before the N ational I n s t itu te  on the 15th, Germinal an.
V (Boston, 1809), p . 8.

27 / /Frederic L o llie e , Prince Talleyrand and His Times 
(London, 1911), p. 131.

28Joseph G. Rosengarten, "The Early French Members o f  
the American P h ilosoph ica l S ociety ,"  Proceedings o f the American 
P hilosophica l Society , ILVI (Jan.-M ar., 1907), 88.
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la te r  used th is  inform ation in  assembling m aterial concerning 

r e la t io n s  between England and the United S ta tes which he pre-
29sented before the National I n s t itu te  upon h is  return to P aris.

These a sso c ia tio n s enabled Talleyrand to develop and 

t e s t  h is  p o l i t i c a l  and p h ilosop h ica l th eories in  the r e la t iv e  

tr a n q u illity  o f the United States before returning to France to 

put them in to  p ra c tice . His contacts a lso  brought him recogni­

tio n  and s o c ia l  sta tu s among h is  .American fr ien d s. He became, 

to some ex ten t, a member o f th e ir  so c ie ty  and th erein  found some 

s a t is fa c t io n . He, a t  le a s t ,  was received  w hile  countless other 

French emigrants were b it te r ly  a s sa ile d  as murderers and 

tr a ito r s  by th e ir  American h osts and forced to l iv e  a lo n e ly  

ex isten ce  in  e x i l e . ^

As Talleyrand weighed the economic p o s s ib i l i t i e s  in  

America, he appeared to favor more and more the future prospects 

o f the land market. I t  contained certa in  advantages that 

appealed to him—i t  could be operated su ccessfu lly  from Europe, 

and the p r ice  o f  land, s te a d ily  r is in g , was certa in  to continue

upward sin ce  expansion inland was in e v ita b le . As he c lea r ly
31foresaw, "America w i l l  one day be a great n ation ."  Talleyrand

^ I b id . , p. 91.

^®Childs, op. c i t . ,  p. 186.

^Lacambe, op. c i t . ,  p . 82.
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wanted to take advantage o f  th is .  He intended to obtain the 

p r o f it  o f the "unearned increment"—the added value o f the land  

which comes from growth o f population and m aterial w ealth.

But th is  e x ile  c er ta in ly  was not o r ig in a l in  h is  desire;  

the s p ir i t  o f specu lation  had already captured the en tire  popula­

tio n . However, the .American a ttitu d e  towards land d iffered  rad i­

c a lly  from the European concept. Americans wanted to buy land  

in  order to s e l l  i t  a t  a la te r  date for  a p r o f it .  Unlike Euro­

peans, they did not consider landownership as a badge o f w ealth  

or s ta tu s . They ra re ly  attempted to work the land or to improve 

i t  in  order to earn a l iv in g  from i t ;  they were s a t is f ie d  to be

merely speculators who bought and so ld  whenever the market de- 
32manded. Even the n ation a l government had pursued a sim ilar  

p o lic y . I t  considered public  land an a sse t to be cashed as 

quick ly  as p o ss ib le  and i t s  income to  be used to elim inate ex­

is t in g  debts and o b lig a tio n s . Talleyrand entered the specula­

to r 's  arena f u l ly  ind octrinated  by the American a tt itu d e . He 

intended to buy low and s e l l  high whenever the p o s s ib i l i t y  

occurred.

At the time o f h is  a rr iv a l there p e r s is te d  throughout

32Aaron H. Sakolsk i, The Great American Land Bubble (New 
York and London, 1932), pp. 46-47.
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33the United S tates a very o p tim istic  view towards land s a le s .

New s ta te s  had recen tly  been admitted to the union, the C onstitu­

tio n  had su c ce ss fu lly  passed the f i r s t  few c r i t i c a l  years o f  i t s  

ex isten ce , the sound f i s c a l  p o l ic ie s  pursued by the fed era l 

government, and the strong demand fo r  new lands by the rap id ly  

growing population had a l l  stim ulated  the land market. Every­

body, r ich  and poor a lik e , tr ie d  to  buy lands wherever c r e d it  

could be obtained.

I t  was d i f f i c u l t  fo r  Americans to  a ttr a c t  foreign  capi­

t a l  fo r  th e ir  sp ecu la tion s. The English offered  only loans fo r  

commercial purposes, whereas the Dutch were re lu cta n t to  make 

any loans a t a l l  a fter  some unfortunate experiences in  the New
Q y J

World. Talleyrand intended to  bridge the gap. Being a fo r ­

eigner he held  a decided advantage over American specu lators, 

sin ce  he had already esta b lish ed  a reputation  on the continen t.

He thought th at, although European in v esto rs  were re lu cta n t to  

in v e s t  in  America through American merchants, they might con­

s id e r  buying through a fe llo w  European who had American fr ien d s . 

Talleyrand ex p lo ited  th is  advantage. He b it t e r ly  attacked  

American merchants and to ld  Europeans not to  tr u st them. He

go
Paul D. Evans, The Holland Land Company (B uffalo ,

1924), p . x i i .
34Huth and Pugh, op. c i t . ,  p . 10.
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warned them, "Nowhere in  America do I  fin d  anybody who i s n ' t
35ready to s e l l  me h is  dog." He attempted to monopolize the 

business o f  European investm ents in  America, as he wanted to be 

the so le  person through which land might be acquired by European 

specu lators.

In th is  endeavor to control the land market he was 

helped in d ir e c tly , and u n in ten tion a lly , by h is  fo e , M inister  

Fauchet. The m in ister  warned Frenchmen against attem pting any 

specu lation  in  America, regardless o f whether they were dealing  

w ith an American merchant or a fe llo w  Frenchman. Fauchet com­

plained that the land t i t l e s  were untrustworthy, the designated  

area u su a lly  undesirable, the claims fraudulent, and the mer-
qc

chants only desirous o f cheating innocent purchasers. Of 

course, Fauchet1s warnings were aimed a t a l l  specu lators, but 

h is  reports did seem to be more c r i t ic a l  o f the American s a le s ­

man them o f Europeans, a fa c t  which in d ir e c t ly  aided Talleyrand.

Philadelphia  was the center o f  th is  land business.

There, far  from the regions they bought and so ld , Robert Morris, 

John N icholson, James Wilson, William Bingham, and Henry Knox, 

the p r in c ip a l landowners o f  America, transacted th e ir  business;

35Brinton, op. c i t . ,  p . 92.

36William 6. Sumner, The Financier and the Finances o f  
the American Revolution (New York, 1891), I I ,  269.
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consequently, lo c a l agents had to be employed. These represent­

a tiv e s  se le c te d  and surveyed the intended purchase and then fo r ­

warded th e ir  recommendations to P h iladelphia. N aturally , the

system encouraged the p ra ctice  o f  fraud and d ece it  a t every 

37le v e l .  Furthermore, P h iladelphia, being s itu a ted  in  the e a st­

ern part o f the United S ta tes  and being the c a p ita l o f  the 

nation , contained the la r g e s t organized group o f c it iz e n s  op­

posed to  specu lation  in  lands, p a r ticu la r ly  in  western lands. 

These conservatives f e l t  th at the sudden opening o f the F est 

would be detrim ental to the East, as i t  would decrease the 

E ast's  p o l i t ic a l  advantage, tigh ten  the labor market, and en­

courage Indian a tta c k s .38

Talleyrand was aware of the arguments on both s id es  and 

avoided them com pletely. A ll he was in terested  in  was making a 

p r o f it , but the immediate problem was where to buy. He did not 

have agents scanning the country fo r  him; he would have to in v es­

t ig a te  fo r  h im self, evaluate the advantages, and then purchase.

In order to do th is  in t e l l ig e n t ly ,  he decided to embark on a 

tr ip  in to  the in ter io r  o f the United S ta tes.

37Sakolski, op. c i t . ,  p. 32.

38fiaymond F a lter s , J r . ,  A lbert G alla tin  (New York, 1957),
p. 48.
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CHAPTER IY 

MAINE SPECULATION

At f i r s t ,  Talleyrand had no preference as to  where to  

buy land; he was prepared to l e t  p r ice  and conditions govern h is  

choice. But eventually  he elim inated the South from any consid­

eration  and h is  in te r e s t  focused e n t ir e ly  on e ith er  western or 

northern lands. Presumably, in  th is  d ec ision  he was guided by 

Cazenove who pointed out the disadvantage of southern lands. 

Cazenove warned that in  the South land t i t l e s  were uncertain , 

large  tr a c ts  were not a v a ila b le , foreign ers were prohib ited  from 

owning land, and, furthermore, the clim ate and slavery  would be
i

objectionable to Europeans.

Two o f Talleyrand's P hiladelphia fr ien d s , William Bing­

ham and Henry Knox, urged him to consider in v estin g  in  Maine 

lands. E arlier  Bingham and Knox had formed a fr ien d ly  partner­

ship and had proceeded to buy large  tr a c ts  o f land in  Maine.

* I t  i s  indeed fortunate th at Talleyrand could r e ly  on 
the judgment and experience o f Cazenove. Cazenove's conserva­
tism  in  the a cq u is itio n  o f  lands and h is  own great optimism in  
the future o f America perm itted the Holland Land Company to  be­
come the most prosperous land en terp rise  in  America and to long  
o u tliv e  i t s  com petitors. Evans, op. c i t . ,  p. 21.
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Unfortunately, they overextended them selves and were in  need o f
2

cash to meet th e ir  own f in a n c ia l o b lig a tio n s . Both men must 

have breathed a sigh  of r e l i e f  when they discovered Talleyrand 

to  be a w il l in g  and in tere sted  buyer. .After a l l ,  th is  Frenchman 

had the r ig h t European contacts and in  the New World c ircu la ted  

w ith  men who had money.

They contin ually  praised  the advantages o f Maine to 

Talleyrand, mentioning that i t  would be an id e a l lo c a tio n  for  a 

French colony, e sp e c ia lly  since i t  already contained remnants o f  

an e a r lie r  one. Mme. de Leval had migrated there in  1790 with  

plans o f e sta b lish in g  a refuge fo r  French r o y a lis t s .  She had 

purchased land along the east coast which she c a lle d  Fontaine 

Leval. But unfortunately the actual settlem en t was prolonged by 

endless court action  over fa u lty  land t i t l e s .  She became d is ­

couraged, deserted the colony, married M. Van Berckel, and re -  
3

turned to  France. Now Talleyrand could renew the p ro jec t.

Talleyrand agreed to v i s i t  Maine and in sp ect the

2 .Sichard M. Brace, "Talleyrand in  New England," New Eng­
land Quarterly, XVI, No. 3 (S ep t., 1943), 399; Bingham to  Knox, 
Jan. 3, 1793, Knox Papers, MSS D iv ., Massachusetts H isto r ica l 
S ociety , Boston, Mass.

3
A descendant o f th is  sh o r t-liv e d  colony i s  Hr. Frances S. 

Childs, probably the foremost authority  on French refugee l i f e  
in  America. C hilds, op. c i t . ,  pp. 67-68; North Callahan, Henry 
Knox, General Washington’s General (New York and Toronto, 1958), 
pp. 341-42.
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proposed s i t e .  For one thing he was anxious to  get away from

the heat o f  a P hiladelphia summer, which he so accurately

described, "At each in h a lin g  o f a ir , one worries about the next 
4

one." W illin g ly  leav in g  P hiladelphia in  July (1794) he was

accompanied by h is  partner, Beaumetz, and by Jan Huidekoper, a

Dutchman who, l ik e  Cazenove, was a land agent for  Dutch finan- 
5c ie r s . Knox, deligh ted , quickly wrote Talleyrand two le t t e r s

fio f in troduction  and bade him fa rew ell. In New York City,

Thomas Law, a m illio n a ire  Englishman, jo ined the party. He was 

enroute to England from India and eager to see some o f the 

United S tates before h is  return.

Another more personal reason has been given as to why

Talleyrand traveled  to  Maine. This was the rumor that he had

been born there and desired  to  r e v is i t  h is  b irth p lace . The 

story  i s  to ld  th at a t one time a l i t t l e  lame French boy liv e d  on 

Mount Desert Islan d . This c h ild  was the i l le g it im a te  son o f a

%oreau, op. c i t . ,  p. 324.

^Brace, op. c i t . ,  pp. 398-99.
0
Both le t t e r s  r e f le c t  Knox's d esire  to  s e l l  the land to  

anyone. Their contents describe Talleyrand in  su p erla tive  terms; 
y e t, apparently Knox does not know him very w e ll, s in ce  he mis­
s p e lls  Talleyrand's name throughout. Knox to  Whom I t  May Con­
cern, June 24, 1794, and Knox to  Christopher Gore, June 24, 1794, 
Knox Papers, MSS D iv ., Massachusetts H isto r ica l Society , Boston, 
Mass.

7
La Tour du Pin, op. c i t . ,  pp. 194-95.
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French naval o f f ic e r  and the b ea u tifu l s ix teen -y ea r-o ld  daughter 

o f a Maine fisherman. The o f f ic e r  sa ile d  away but even tually  

returned to  discover he was a fa th er . He accepted the resp on si­

b i l i t y  o f  parenthood and went back to France to prepare a p lace  

fo r  h is  newly acquired fam ily . U nfortunately, he died in  France, 

but before dying he to ld  a brother about h is  fam ily in  Maine and 

received  a promise th at they would be cared fo r . Meanwhile the 

mother died and the boy was l e f t  under the care of h is  maternal 

grandparents. During th is  period  the grandmother a cc id en ta lly  

s p i l le d  a k e t t le  o f b o ilin g  water on the boy, permanently laming
Q

him. F in a lly , the uncle arrived, promising the grandparents he 

would adopt the boy, and they re lu cta n tly  perm itted the young­

s te r  to be taken to France, th e ir  sorrow being eased by payment
Q

o f a large  sum o f money.

When s e t t le r s  a t Mount D esert Islan d  noticed  the strange 

g a it  o f  Talleyrand and h is  attenqjt to  tra v e l incogn ito , the o ld- 

tim ers immediately reca lled  the story  o f the lame French boy. 

Their susp icions were rein forced  when the Honorable Edward

Q
There are two versions o f  th is  mishap. One has the 

grandmother responsib le; the other blames the mother. William 0 . 
S a v te lle , "The Island o f Mount D eser t ," Sprague’s Journal o f  
Maine H istory, XI, No. 3 (J u ly -S ep t., 1923), 131; Jane M. Parker, 
"Was Talleyrand Bom a t Mount Desert, Maine?" Bookman, XVI 
(S ep t., 1902), 28.

a
S aw telle , op. c i t .
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Robbins o f  Boston, former Speaker o f  the Massachusetts L eg isla ­

ture, who had met Talleyrand in  Boston, to ld  the s e t t le r s  who 

th e ir  strange guest was. When informed o f  Talleyrand's name and 

fame they immediately concluded th at he was d e f in ite ly  the 

French la d  returning to view the scenes o f  h is  ch ild h o o d .^  

Talleyrand, informed o f the ta le ,  did nothing e ith er  to  v e r ify  

i t  or to  deny i t .

Regardless o f the reasons Talleyrand had, he never re ­

gretted  having gone there. Of a l l  the areas he inspected  in  the  

United S ta tes , he lik ed  th is  one b e st . Perhaps i t  was the sum­

mer weather or s in g ly  the fa c t  that i t  was the f i r s t  land he had

v is i t e d  that made him immediately en th u s ia stic . He wrote a
11glowing le t t e r  on i t s  fu tu re . He d e lib era te ly  mentioned th at  

h is  r e f le c t io n s  pertained only to Maine and not to America in  

general. The inhabitants were described as t a l l  and vigorous, 

on the very threshold o f a long and prosperous l i f e .  The

10C oincidental to  th is  story i s  the r e a liz a tio n  th at 
Talleyrand a c tu a lly  did lo s e  an uncle a t  sea. A lso, could th is  
explain why he was deserted by h is  parents during h is  childhood  
in  France? Perhaps he was not boarded out according to  "the 
fashionable h ea rtlessn ess  o f the day" but merely because he was 
not th e ir  son. F in a lly , i s  th is  the r e a l reason why Talleyrand 
l o s t  the r ig h t o f  primogeniture?

11Charles Maurice Talleyrand, "Letter on the Eastern 
Part o f America," Talleyrand Papers, MSS B iv ., LC, pp. 289-309. 
This i s  a general prospectus, dated Sept. 24, 1794, w ritten  by 
Talleyrand fo r  p o ten tia l buyers.
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c o a s t lin e  favored ex ce lle n t anchorages, the clim ate encouraged 

l iv e s to c k , the r ivers enabled inland transportation  and at the 

same time supplied water power to nearby m ills . Even Maine’s 

prolonged cold  and i t s  s ix  months o f snow received  p ra ise . 

According to  Talleyrand such a clim ate promoted h ealth fu ln ess  

and f e r t i l i t y .  ’’I s n 't  i t  true,"  he wrote, "that from the most 

north erly  countries have come those numerous swarms o f enter­

p r is in g  and vigorous men who, from th eir  harsh clim ate, have 

departed to conquer the people o f more temperate zones? Why not

fo r e se e  the same destiny fo r  the province o f  Maine when you fin d
1 n

under each roof ten or twelve healthy children?" c D e fin ite ly ,

the future o f  the United S ta tes would depend d ir e c t ly  upon the
13rapid development o f Maine.

An in ter e st in g  comment th at Talleyrand made about Maine, 

and la te r  included in  h is  report before the N ational In s t itu te ,

12Ib id . , p. 300; Talleyrand wrote th is  memoir in  warmer 
Boston. P ersonally, Talleyrand despised cold  weather and a t i t s  
f i r s t  s ign  he retreated  to warmer clim ates; Lacombe, op. c i t . ,  
p. 76.

13Although Talleyrand makes a strong recommendation for  
Maine, there appears in  h is  memoir evidence o f c er ta in  miscon­
ceptions about the country. For example, he remarked that very  
few mountains e x is t  in  Maine. He wrote that those that are 
present are located  on the is la n d  o f Mount D esert. Apparently 
he never traveled  in land to  encounter the great P resid en tia l 
chain o f the White Mountains th at extend north in to  Maine. I t s  
h igh est peak, Mount Katahdin (5,268 f t . ) ,  i s  the second h ighest 
p o in t east o f  the M ississip p i River.
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described the various stages o f  c iv i l iz a t io n  v is ib le  in  the coun­

try . He remarked th at, as he traveled  in land , each day brought 

him in  contact w ith a lower le v e l  o f  so c ie ty . He concluded:

Degrees o f c iv i l iz a t io n  and industry s te a d ily  d eclin e  
u n t i l  one arrives a t a form less and rough cabin b u ilt  o f  
the trunks o f  newly cut tr e e s , the debris from which s t i l l  
covers the adjacent ground, which already furn ishes sub­
s is te n c e  to the master. Such a tr ip  i s  a so rt o f  p r a c t i­
ca l and l iv in g  a n a ly sis  o f  the orig in  o f  peoples and 
s ta te s ;  one lea v es  the most complex so c ie ty  to return to  
the sim plest elem ents. Each day one lo s e s  from s ig h t  one 
o f those inventions which the m u ltip lica tio n  o f our needs 
renders necessary.

I t  seems that one tra v e ls  backwards in  the h isto ry  o f  
the progress o f the human s p ir i t .

Almost a hundred years la te r  Frederick Jackson Turner made essen ­

t i a l l y  the same observation when he wrote:

The A tla n tic  fro n tier  was compounded o f fisherman, 
fu r-trad er, miner, c a t t le -r a is e r , and farmer. Excepting 
the fisherman, each type o f  industry was on the march 
toward the ¥ e s t ,  im pelled by an ir r e s i s t ib le  a ttra c tio n .
Each passed in  su ccessive  waves across the contin en t.
Stand a t  Cumberland Gap and watch the procession  o f c i v i ­
l iz a t io n , marching s in g le  f i l e —the bu ffa lo  fo llow in g  the 
t r a i l  to  the s a l t  springs, the Indian, the fu r-trad er and 
hunter, the c a t t le -r a is e r , the pioneer farmer—and.the  
fr o n tier  has passed by.-*-®

14Charles Maurice Talleyrand, "Observations on Specula­
tio n  in  Lands in  the United S ta tes o f  America," Talleyrand  
Papers, MSS D iv ., LC, p. 171. This i s  a general prospectus, 
undated, w ritten  by Talleyrand fo r  p o te n tia l buyers.

15Frederick J. Turner, "The S ign ifican ce o f the Frontier  
in  American H isto ry ," Annual Report o f the American H isto r ica l  
A ssociation  fo r  1893 (1894), p. 208. Turner had been ex p o sed to  
Talleyrand when he ed ited  correspondence o f the French M inisters  
to  the United S ta te s , 1791-1797. These documents contained not
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During th is  tour o f Maine, Talleyrand v is i t e d  the Bing­

ham tra c t o f which the is la n d  o f  Mount D esert was a part. He 

a lso  saw the Knox holdings which included a splendid home s i tu ­

ated in  the w ilds o f Maine. The Due de La Rochefoucauld-

Liancourt, who v is i t e d  there a fter  Talleyrand, described i t  as a
16"very handsome s tr u c tu r e .” Talleyrand observed th at "the

17house would be m agnificent even m  Europe. u Although the 

Knoxes, described as "the b est hosts in  America," were in  P h ila­

delphia when Talleyrand arrived , th e ir  o ld e s t  daughter, Lucy, 

served as h is  h o stess  during h is  overnight sta y  in  th e ir  Maine 

home. 18

Talleyrand concluded h is  long l e t t e r  somewhat p essim is­

t ic a l ly ;  having c ite d  a l l  the advantages o ffered  by Maine, he 

emphasized some of i t s  disadvantages. The g r ea te s t  o f these, he 

sa id , was the lack  o f adequate transportation  f a c i l i t i e s .  In

only referen ces to Talleyrand but a lso  many l e t t e r s  w ritten  
s p e c if ic a l ly  to  him. Did Talleyrand a s s i s t  Turner in  developing 
h is  th esis?

•I A
Francois Alexandre Frederic La Rochefoucauld Liancourt, 

Travels Through the United S ta tes o f North America, trans. H. 
Neuman (London, 1799), pp. 421-22.

17Talleyrand, "Letter on the Eastern Part o f America," 
Talleyrand Papers, p. 290.

18Callahan, op. c i t . ,  p . 356. Knox did  not resign  h is  
p o s it io n  in  Washington's cabinet u n t i l  Dec. 28, 1794; Gales In­
dependent G azetteer (P h ilad elp h ia), Jan. 3, 1795, p. 1.
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the lands he inspected , Talleyrand always checked on the develop­

ment o f  roads and canals. He recognized th at the fu ture o f a 

country depended upon i t s  a c c e s s ib i l i ty ,  not only for  tra v e l but 

in  g e ttin g  products to  market. Secondly, th is  prospective buyer, 

q u a lify in g  h is  e a r lie r  compliments, described the inhabitants o f  

Maine as fo llow s: "Indolent and grasping, poor but without

needs, they s t i l l  resemble too much the n atives o f the country 

whom they have replaced . . . th e ir  so c ie ty  i s  s t i l l  form­

le s s .  . . . "

Talleyrand mentioned that the p r in c ip a l occupations were 

lumbering and fish in g  and proceeded to  attack both. He c r i t i ­

c ized  the lumberman as being in ter e sted  in  nothing: "He has no

memories to  p lace  anywhere; h is  only idea  i s  the number o f blows

o f the ax th at he has to use to cut down the tree . . . .  He de-
19stroys everywhere, so any p lace i s  good fo r  him ." S im ilarly , 

the fisherman i s  denounced as a person whose in te r e s t  and l i f e  

are "at the edge of the so c ie ty  to which he i s  believed  to be­

long. . . . Thus th eir  knowledge i s  only a l i t t l e  . . . and 

th e ir  action , which c o n sists  only in  having an arm to hang over 

the s id e  o f the boat, c lo se ly  resembles id len ess . There i s  no 

place they lo v e , they know the land only by a poor house in

19Talleyrand, "Letter on the Eastern Part o f  America," 
Talleyrand Papers, p. 302.
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which they l iv e ,  i t  i s  the sea which g iv es  them th e ir  food, thus
20a few codfish  more or le s s  determine th e ir  homeland. H

F in a lly , he censured the en tire  province fo r  not prac­

t ic in g  enough d iv e r s ity  in  i t s  economy. He b e liev ed  that Maine 

would be more prosperous i f  i t  had more c a p ita l concentrated in  

a g r icu ltu ra l production. Here the in flu en ce  o f  the French 

physiocrats appeared, and Talleyrand s tressed  th e ir  b e l ie f  that 

fundamentally the wealth o f a country i s  determined by the use, 

and misuse, o f  i t s  land. Maine had not been u t i l i z in g  her land 

properly; consequently, i f  she were to develop com pletely, she 

must correct th is  error.

I t  i s  apparent th a t Talleyrand had spent considerable 

time in  studying not only the land but a lso  i t s  in h ab itan ts. He 

had discovered two t r a it s  ch a ra cter is tic  o f  America that he con­

demned: waste and id le n e s s . Coming from Europe, Talleyrand

knew the meaning o f  conservation, and he was alarmed a t the way 

Americans were greed ily  devouring th e ir  resources. Furthermore, 

he abhorred la z in ess  and con tin u a lly  attempted to avoid i t .  

Maine, according to Talleyrand, should th erefore be reformed and 

then i t  would be a choice spot for  specu lation . D espite the 

sev e r ity  o f  these accusations, Talleyrand never lo s t  h is  enthu­

siasm fo r  Maine. Perhaps he f e l t  he could even tu ally  overcome

20I b id ., pp. 302-303.
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or ignore the problems. The fa c t  remains th a t Talleyrand con­

tinued to b e liev e  in  the future o f  Maine and prepared to n eg o ti­

a te  a purchase w ith Knox and Bingham.

When i t  came time to enumerate the s p e c if ic s  in  th is  

s a le , however, the thorny problem o f land t i t l e s  arose. This 

was p r e c is e ly  what had forced Mme. de Leval to abandon her 

colony, and i t  now s ta lle d  Talleyrand's p lan s. I t  constan tly

c u r ta ile d  specu lation  in  Maine. Knox and Bingham had tr ie d  for
21years to e s ta b lish  c lea r  t i t l e s  to  th e ir  lands. So involved

and time consuming had th is  operation become th at Bingham found

i t  necessary to h ire  David Cobb o f M assachusetts as h is  agent in  

22Maine. Even La Eochefoucauld-Liancourt, who was not in tere sted  

in  purchasing any land, recognized the ex isten ce  o f  th is  touchy 

problem. He mentioned in  h is  Travels Through the United States  

o f North .America th at there were many squatters on the Knox land  

whose presence would lead  to  numerous d isp u tes. He, unlike  

Talleyrand, had reacted  very unfavorably to Maine, describ ing i t  

as being "languid and ch eer less , too much in  the hands o f

W i l l ia m  A llen , "Bingham Land," C o llection s o f  the 
Maine H isto r ic a l Society , VII (1876), 353.

22Bingham to Cobb, March 7, 1795, William Bingham Papers, 
MSS D iv ., Pa. H ist. S o c ., Ph iladelph ia , Pa. Other l e t t e r s  be­
tween Bingham and Cobb contain a d e ta iled  d escr ip tion  o f Bing­
ham's land and describe the advantages and disadvantages o f the 
area.
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specu lators who discouraged settlem en t because o f  the high  

23p r ices  demanded. "

.Another problem was that currently  the S ta te  o f Massa­

ch u setts p roh ib ited  a lie n s  from owning land. In fa c t , th is  was 

true in  most s ta te s . In order fo r  foreigners to purchase prop­

erty , i t  was necessary to d isg u ise  the s a le . This n ecess ita ted  

using American " tru stees” and p lacing the holdings in  th eir

name, a common p ra ctice  and a th in ly  d isgu ised  attempt a t  circum- 
24venting the law.

Although these handicaps could be surmounted, i t  appears 

doubtful whether Talleyrand a c tu a lly  completed the purchase w ith  

Knox. Proof o f the sa le  i s  non existen t, recorded deeds and 

a r t ic le s  o f  agreement are m issing , and n eith er  Talleyrand nor 

Knox mentions the transaction . In h is  Memoirs Ta l l eyrand simply 

s t a t e s :

At Frenchman's Bay, on the border o f the Eastern 
S ta te s , a v io le n t  storm having compelled me to  stop a t  
Machias, I  entered in to  conversation w ith the man a t  
whose house I  was stay in g .

This i s  the only reference he makes to Maine and he never refers

to Knox and Bingham. Talleyrand was o ften  secre tiv e  in  h is

23La Eochefoucauld-Liancourt, Travels Through the United  
States . . . , p . 466.

24Sakolsk i, op. c i t . ,  p . 79.
OC

Talleyrand's Memoirs, I ,  180.
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actions but not Knox, who had no reason to hide the sa le , s in ce

he had w idely advertised  the land and rea d ily  sought prospective

buyers. Furthermore, Knox continued to  o ffer  the land for  sa le

a fter  the agreement w ith  Talleyrand had supposedly taken p lace .

Almost a year la te r  he wrote W illiam Bingham th at he thought he
PRhad a buyer for  h is  Maine lands in  New York C ity.

Nor did Talleyrand a c t l ik e  a man who had ju s t  purchased 

a la rg e  tra c t o f land as a specu lation . He appeared to  be in  no 

hurry to return to Philadelphia  for  the purpose o f s e l l in g  i t .

In fa c t ,  before returning, he continued h is  search by checking 

sp ecu la tive  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  in  Connecticut and exploring the in ­

te r io r  of New York S tate .

There are no deeds recorded c it in g  Talleyrand as grantor 

and thereby r e s e ll in g  th is  area to someone e ls e . Nor did h is  

partner, Beaumetz, show an in te r e s t  in  the area, as he l e f t  

sh o rtly  th erea fter  to s ta r t  a new career in  India . Talleyrand’s 

biographers, Freddric L o llie e , Louis Madelin, and Duff Cooper, 

o ffe r  no ad d ition a l help . Some omit com pletely the v i s i t  to  

Maine w hile others say a purchase took place but c i t e  no

^®Enox to Bingham, June 3, 1795, Knox L etters, MSS B iv ., 
M assachusetts H isto r ica l Society , Boston, Mass. Bingham, in  the 
meantime, l o s t  in te r e s t  in  s e l l in g  land to Talleyrand s in ce  he 
had subsequently found a w illin g  buyer in  the House o f Baring; 
Callahan, op. c i t . ,  pp. 351-53.
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27proof. George Barton m  Walks and Talks About Old P h ilad el­

phia g ives the most d escr ip tiv e  account of the purchase, but 

o ffer s  no documentation:

Talleyrand’s th ir s t  fo r  land specu lation  was f in a l ly  
appeased in  the summer o f 1794 when, jo in t ly  w ith  Beau- 
metz, he bought a settlem en t in  Haine which belonged to  
General Knox, the Secretary o f  War. The tra c t was 
divided in to  lo t s  and plans were made for s e l l in g  them 
to  the French refugees.

The only contemporary account o f the sa le  i s  contained in  the 

reports submitted by Fauchet to  the French government. He 

described the venture as a conspiracy against the French Repub­

l i c  and said:

The operation o f  these shady speculators and a l l  
th e ir  hopes o f success are based upon the m isfortunes o f  
th e ir  own country. They s in c er e ly  tr u s t that the lack  
o f good laws and o f secu r ity  to l i f e  and property under 
the Republic w i l l  urge a large  portion o f the French 
population to  leave France as soon as peace i s  signed.
This i s  the population whose advent they eagerly ex­
p ec t. . . .29

In a la te r  le t t e r  Fauchet wrote that a p o s s ib i l i t y  o f a s a le  to
30Talleyrand by Knox ex isted . None o f h is  rep orts, however,

27 /Cooper, op. c i t . ,  pp. 60-68; L o llie e , op. c i t . ,  p . 128;
Madelin, op. c i t . ,  pp. 41-47.

28Barton, Walks and Talks . . . , p . 105.

29L o lli£ e , op. c i t . ,  p. 128.
30Frederick J. Turner (e d .) ,  Correspondence o f the 

French M inister to  the United S ta tes, 1791-1797, Vol. I I  o f The 
.Annual Report o f  the American H isto r ica l A ssociation  for  the 
Year 1903 (Washington, 1904), pp. 465-67.
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a ctu a lly  says th at the sa le  took p la ce . Apparently these re ­

ports have been m isin terpreted , and the sa le  has been assumed to  

have been completed d esp ite  the lack  o f  concrete proof.

I t  i s  indeed fortunate fo r  Talleyrand that he did not

become an owner o f  these lands, as they f a i le d  to  develop as

qu ick ly  as those o f other s ta te s  and continued to  be a problem

for  Knox and Bingham. Maine, being s itu a ted  on the periphery of

the major routes o f  expansion, was bypassed by the trek westward.

Conceivably, i f  the Indians had been able to  block the path to

the West, Maine probably would have developed fa s te r , but w ith

Anthony Wayne's v ic to ry  over the Indians (August 20, 1794) the
31road was open and Maine lo s t  what s l ig h t  advantage she had.

Talleyrand l e f t  Maine sh ortly  a f te r  the a rr iv a l o f the 

f i r s t  fr o s t , tra v e lin g  th is  time by land. He stopped b r ie f ly  in  

Boston to w r ite  h is  long le t t e r  on Maine and then continued. On 

the tr ip  through Connecticut a humorous in c id en t occurred which 

in d icated  th at Talleyrand, d esp ite  h is  bri l l i ant mind and s e r i ­

ous thoughts, was n everth eless v e r s a t i le  enough to  enjoy the con­

versa tio n  and a c t iv i t i e s  o f the commoner. One n ig h t Talleyrand, 

tra velin g  w ith  Beaumetz and Huidekoper, stopped a t a country inn . 

During the evening they talked to some hunters who were leav in g

Q1
George D. Harmon, S ix ty  Years o f  Indian A ffa irs  (Chapel 

H ill ,  N. C., 1941), p . 36. Perhaps Talleyrand heard o f th is  v ic ­
tory , recognized i t s  consequences, and canceled the agreement.
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the next morning to  track beavers. The hunters planned to be 

gone about three weeks and would spend a l l  th e ir  time in  the 

woods. Talleyrand and h is  companions asked i f  they might jo in  

the party. Their o ffer  was accepted and immediately in stru c­

tio n s  were given on the various techniques employed in  beaver 

hunting—the action s the animals might take to  avoid capture, 

how to make a k i l l ,  and the use o f the equipment. At the end o f  

the evening Talleyrand an tic ip a ted  the hunt e n th u s ia st ic a lly , 

but the next morning r ea lize d  th at h is  in te r e s t  had been a c t i ­

vated by too much a lcoh o l. The e f fe c t s  o f  the liq u id  evaporated,

he r e a liz e d  the fo o lish n ess  o f such a tr ip , a ltered  h is  p lans,
32and continued on the way to New York C ity.

^ T alleyran d 's Memoirs, I ,  180-81, n. 2; Brace, op. c i t . ,  
pp. 404-405TI
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CHAPTER Y 

TWO MORE ATTEMPTS

Discouraged by the outcome in  Maine and s t i l l  in  a 

buying mood, Talleyrand searched fo r  other areas to acquire. 

Cazenove had purchased for  the Holland Land Company large tra c ts  

in  New York S tate; consequently, Talleyrand decided to in v e s t i ­

gate . A lso, he previously  had learned in  Philadelphia about the 

proposed construction  o f  a new fed era l c ity  along the Potomac. 

This s i t e  was certa in  to  prosper as the country expanded; th ere­

fo re , here would be an e x ce lle n t opportunity of buying early , 

and cheaply, then s e l l in g  w ith in a short period a t a handsome 

p r o f it .  Both p laces, Talleyrand decided, warranted a personal 

in sp ection .

Talleyrand's f i r s t  v i s i t  to New York was a combined busi­

ness and pleasure tr ip . He stopped in  New York City cn h is  way 

to Maine and made the acquaintance o f  a large  number o f  French 

refugees l iv in g  there—exchanging views w ith  them on the present 

condition  o f  France and enjoying th e ir  splendid h o s p ita lity . In 

fa c t ,  they took him to  see a parade commemorating America's 

Independence Day; there, w hile viewing the parade, he a lte r n a te ly
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talked about the current f in a n c ia l s ta te  o f the lard  market with  

American bankers nearby and a t the same time exchanged b it te r  

barbs w ith French Revolutionary d ig n ita r ie s  marching in  the pro­

cession.^- He obviously had enjoyed th is  f i r s t  contact w ith New 

York but now* returning from Maine, he avoided g a ie ty  and de­

voted h is  time en tir e ly  to business m atters. He talked to  land­

owners, inquired about p r ic e s , compared these w ith the current 

market, and weighed future p o s s ib i l i t i e s .

The area between the Mohawk River and Hood Creek that 

Colonel W. S. Smith offered  to s e l l  p a r ticu la r ly  appealed to 

Talleyrand. Despite h is  recent a rr iv a l in  New York, he immedi­

a te ly  canceled a l l  appointments and l e f t  the c i t y  to  in sp ect the 

area. Colonel S n ith 's  tra ct took p r io r ity  even over that o f  

T alleyrand's c lo se  fr ien d , Moreau de St. Mery, who was due to  

arrive in  New York w ith in  a week. H astily , Talleyrand wrote 

the la t t e r :

An arrangement proposed by Colonel Smith to  show us 
an establishm ent on the North River in  which we are in ­
terested  prevents us from w aiting fo r  you th is  morning, 
cher Mafftre. We w i l l  see  you in  a month's time in  P h ila - 
delphia. U n til then we are going to be tra v e lin g .
Adieu, h ea lth , and p rosp erity  to you and yours.^

Unfortunately, Colonel Smith's lands were f in a l ly  judged

1
Lacour-Gayet, op. c i t . ,  I ,  189.

2
Moreau, op. c i t . ,  p . 145.
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undesirable; however, in stead  o f returning to  New York C ity, 

Talleyrand decided to continue the journey in land, stopping a t  

Albany and then proceeding westward to Niagara F a lls . The 

la t t e r  was included in  the it in e ra r y  o f alm ost every d is t in -  

guished foreign  tra v e ler  to America. I t s  reputation  fo r  beauty 

and power had penetrated European c ir c le s ,  but Talleyrand did 

not observe i t  as a wonder o f nature; in stea d , he viewed i t  as 

economic power, as y e t  wasted, that o ffered  unlim ited p o s s ib i l i ­

t i e s  fo r  future development.

Talleyrand, a shrewd economic geographer, appraised 

everything th at way, pu ttin g  to  r ig id  t e s t s  whatever he observed. 

He con stan tly  thought in  terms o f such questions as: "Are there

adequate transportation  f a c i l i t i e s  availab le?"  "Are the s e t t le r s  

industrious and energetic?" "Is the clim ate sa tisfactory?"  "Is 

there a market nearby?" "Is the current p r ice  fo r  lands too 

high?"

On an e a r lie r  tr ip  to Albany he had considered th ese and 

sim ilar  q u estion s. There he was surprised to  discover a s iza b le  

French colony and, qu ite n atu ra lly , he became in tere sted  in  the 

lo ca tio n  and inquired about the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  purchases. He 

stud ied  the prospects and then re jec ted  them, w ritin g  a l e t t e r

3
Besides Talleyrand, other prominent v is i t o r s  to the 

F a lls  were C. F. Volney, Isaac Weld, Louis P h ilip p e d1Orleans. 
Parker, op. c i t . ,  p. 746.
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4
which was very c r i t ic a l .  He approved o f the s o i l  and the over­

a l l  p ro d u ctiv ity  o f  the land but* in  other ca teg o r ies , i t  cer­

ta in ly  ranked in fe r io r  to  Maine in  h is  judgment. Rivers were 

few, v a lle y s  narrow, the p r ice  too high, the clim ate unhealthy, 

transportation  inadequate, and, above a l l ,  the people la zy  and 

in d iffe r e n t . Talleyrand discovered:

The American farmers were not p e r s is te n t  or con­
sc ien tio u s  in  th e ir  lab ors. He begins by prodigious 
e f fo r t s ,  . . . but when h is  house i s  b u i l t  and h is  sub­
s is te n c e  assured he stops and f a l l s  in to  indolence. . . .
The only thing in  which he exce ls  i s  the f i l t h in e s s  o f  
h is  house and person, which i s  beyond a l l  d escrip tion .

Reading such a prospectus, in tere sted  buyers would be 

discouraged from obtaining land. Talleyrand, too, avoided making 

any purchases. But h is  d ec ision  wa3 reached not only by personal 

observation (which undoubtedly was the stron gest fa c to r ) but 

a lso  because New York S ta te , l ik e  M assachusetts, had a law pre­

venting a lie n s  from owning property. Cazenove had evaded the 

law through the use o f  American tru stees  but Talleyrand refused  

to  employ that d ev ice. He decided to w ait u n t i l  i t  was

4
Charles Maurice Talleyrand, "Letter on the Northern 

Part o f  New York," Albany, Oct. 30, 1794, Talleyrand Papers, MSS 
D iv ., LC, pp. 310-15. This i s  a general prospectus w ritten  fo r  
p o te n tia l buyers.

5I b id ., p. 315.
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g
repealed. Furthermore, he had been warned by Cazenove not to

in v e s t  in  New York land since the b est areas had already been 
7

purchased.

Although Talleyrand found New York to be undesirable  

econom ically, he did discover i t  to  be rewarding s o c ia l ly .  At 

Albany he encountered an o ld  childhood fr ien d , Marquise de La 

Tour du Pin. She and her husband had f le d  France and were 

l iv in g  on a farm outside Albany. E arlier  Talleyrand had 

searched in  va in  for her in  Boston. Their reunion was not only  

joyous but humorous sin ce  Talleyrand came upon her when she was
Q

armed w ith  a hatchet, b u sily  s l ic in g  a le g  o f mutton.

Mine, du P in 's  opinion o f  Talleyrand wa3 not a very good 

one. She allowed h is  e a r lie r  a c t iv i t i e s  to in flu en ce her 

thinking and as she r e c o lle c t s  th e ir  meeting:

M. de Talleyrand was amiable as he has always been 
to  me, w ithout any v a r ia tio n , w ith  that charm o f  conver­
sa tio n  which no one has ever possessed  to  a greater de­
gree than liim self. He had known me since childhood, and 
therefore assumed a so r t o f paternal and gracious tone 
which was very charming. I  regretted  s in cere ly  to fin d  
so many reasons fo r  not holding him in  esteem, but I

0
At th is  time strong pressure to repeal the law was 

exerted on the New York L egisla tu re. F in a lly  th at body did  
elim in ate  the r e s tr ic t io n  on A pril 2, 1798. Evans, op. c i t . ,  
p . 210; Sakolski, op. c i t . , p . 79.

7
Evans, op. c i t . ,  pp. 203-205.

O
La Tour du Pin, op. c i t . ,  pp. 200-201.
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could not avoid fo rg e ttin g  my disagreeable r ec o lle c t io n s  
when I  had passed an hour l is te n in g  to him. As he had 
no moral value h im self, by singular contrast, he had a 
horror o f  that which was e v i l  in  others. To l i s t e n  to  
him without knowing him, you would have b elieved  that he 
was a worthy man. 9

Despite th is  im pression, Mae. du Pin begged Talleyrand

to remain in  Albany and enjoy the h o sp ita lity  o f i t s  in h ab itan ts.

She proudly introduced him to the leaders o f  Albany so c ie ty , the

Van Rensselaers and the Schuylers. They, in  turn, befriended

him and in s is te d  that he s ta y  longer. During the week that he

spent there they alternated  in  en terta in in g  him, each try ing  to

outdo the other.

I t  was w hile attending such a gala evening a t General

Schuyler’s that news arrived t e l l in g  of the downfall o f Robes-
10p ierre  and the end o f the Reign o f Terror. - This was exactly  

what th ese French e x ile s  had been anxiously awaiting. Now they  

could envision  the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f u ltim ate ly  returning to  France. 

Immediately to a sts  were made to France and the tempo o f the 

party quickened. But the celeb ration  soon ended when Talleyrand, 

reading further in  the dispatch, saw that h is  fa v o r ite

9Ib id . , p . 203. Unfortunately, a fte r  h is  return to  
France, Talleyrand snubbed Mme. La Tour du Pin and she became 
q u ite  b it te r  towards him. Her R ecollection s were w ritten  a fter  
Talleyrand1s refu sa l to  a id  her; consequently, the a ttitu d e  
r e f le c te d  here was probably formed a t a la te r  date.

10I b id ., pp. 200- 201.
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s is te r - in - la w , Mae. Archambaud de Perigord, was l i s t e d  among

those executed the very morning on which Robespierre had been

denounced. Her death hurt Talleyrand deeply, fo r  he had admired

her perseverance in  remaining in  France and attem pting to rear

her three children  w hile  her husband, and others l ik e  him, had 
11deserted.

During th is  week Talleyrand p a r tic u la r ly  enjoyed the com­

pany o f Mrs. Tan R ensselaer. They engaged in  many long conversa-
12tion s and found p leasure in  probing each o th er’ s minds. The 

two had much in  common, as Talleyrand was, o f  course, a crip p le  

and Mrs. Van R ensselaer, a hopeless in v a lid . D espite these d is ­

a b i l i t i e s  both possessed  such a high degree o f in te l l ig e n c e  that 

people com pletely forgot th e ir  p h ysica l handicaps and sought 

th e ir  acquaintance. They shared a mutual in te r e s t  in  France. 

Although she had not l e f t  her home in  years, Mrs. Van Rensselaer 

had a v a st knowledge o f the recen t happenings in  France. She 

devoured every a v a ila b le  newspaper and interview ed atll recent 

a r r iv a ls  from France. Talleyrand continued to  correspond w ith

her a fte r  he l e f t  Albany, seeking advice and informing her of 
13h is  tr a v e ls .

^ I b id . ,  p . 201.
12C hilds, op. c i t . ,  p . 26.
13La Tour du Pin, op. c i t . ,  p. 204.
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Being too la te  to  reap the b en e fits  o f  specu lation  in  

New York S tate , Talleyrand continued h is  search fo r  su ita b le  

land. As prev iously  mentioned, he had heard about the construc­

tio n  o f  a new c a p ita l along the banks o f the Potomac. Here 

would be an e x c e lle n t  opportunity fo r  obtain ing a quick p r o f it .  

Such an area was cer ta in  to expand, prosper, and, consequently, 

in crease  in  value. Before r e la tin g  Talleyrand’s ro le  in  the 

development o f the Federal City, i t  i s  necessary to describe  

b r ie f ly  i t s  e a r lie r  h isto ry .

From the beginning, President Washington had warned Con­

gress to  guard against the type of sp ecu la tion  th at Talleyrand 

contemplated. Washington wanted the fed era l government to s e l l  

lo t s  d ir e c t ly  to  resid en ts  w ithout perm itting speculators to act 

as in term ediaries. He to ld  Congress th at i f  i t  perm itted middle­

men to  buy and s e l l  lo t s  in  Washington, the c i t y ' s  reputation  
14would be ta in ted .

His fears f a i le d  to m a ter ia lize , fo r  no such land boom 

developed. Not only did  sa les  prove disappointing but the 

p rices  they brought were fa r  below the estim ated fig u re . The 

fin ancia l, conditions became so acute th at the government i t s e l f  

became concerned and debated the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  canceling the

^^Wilhelmus B. Bryan, A H istory o f the N ational Capital 
(New York, 1914), I , 146.
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15contract for  the new c ity .

At th is  p o in t, three o f  Talleyrand's Ph iladelph ia

fr ien d s saved the day. Robert M orris, John Nicholson, and Janies

G reenleaf, c a lle d  the "greatest land-grabbing trium virate that
1.6ever operated in  America, " formed the North American Land Com- 

17pany in  1783. These men, although markedly d iffe re n t in  th eir  

p e r so n a lit ie s , were great fin a n c ie r s , spending th e ir  l iv e s  en­

gaging in  one enormous transaction  a fter  another. A ll possessed  

a d esire  to amass ever greater fortu nes. Even when faced with  

bankruptcy they continued to p a r tic ip a te  in  far-ranging specula­

tio n s  th at would stagger the im agination of a nineteenth-century  

Carnegie, Morgan, or Harriman.

Robert Morris as fin a n c ier  o f  the American Revolution  

had become accustomed to  handling large  sums o f money. A fter  he

15During the f i r s t  three days o f public  sa le  only th ir ty -  
f iv e  l o t s  were so ld  fo r  a to t a l  o f  $8,756. One of the reasons 
th at s a le s  dragged was the s t ip u la tio n  that a l l  lo t s  purchased 
must be immediately b u ilt  upon and improved. To many th is  was 
f in a n c ia lly  im possible, e sp e c ia lly  when the regu la tion  further  
stip u la te d  that no cheap or temporary structure would s a t is fy  
the r u le . Sakolski, op. c i t . ,  pp. 150-52.

1 6Ib id . , p . 156.
17 "Plan o f  A ssociation  o f  the North American Land Com­

pany, " Robert Morris Business Papers, MSS D iv ., Pa. H is t. Soc., 
Philadelphia , Pa. These men had asked President TTashington to  
jo in  them in  th is  venture, but he not only refused  but a lso  
urged Morris not to  enter in to  such schemes a t  h is  age. Morris 
answered, "I can never do th ings in  the sm all; I  must be e ith er  
a man or a mouse." Sumner, op. c i t . ,  pp. 268-69.
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returned to private  l i f e ,  he began to specu late w idely, buying

lands in  Georgia, Kentucky, V irgin ia , Pennsylvania, and New

York. His ledger books c i t e  endless purchases which u ltim ate ly
18made him the la r g e s t  landowner in  America. As part o f th is

procedure he intended to secure lo t s  in  Washington.

John Nicholson was the la r g e s t  landowner in  Pennsylvania,

but h is  background was ta in ted  by unsavory f in a n c ia l deals fo r

which he had been impeached w hile Controller-G eneral o f  the

Commonwealth o f Pennsylvania. The jury acqu itted  him, but h is
19reputation  never recovered. He was even tu a lly  to d ie in

debtor’ s prison .

The th ird  member o f the synd icate, James Greenleaf, had

already acquired the dubious t i t l e  "the celebrated  land job b er.”

He a c tu a lly  was the orig inator o f  the synd icate, s in ce  he had

taken the f i r s t  in te r e s t  in  the future prospects o f the Federal
20C ity and had persuaded Nicholson and Morris to  jo in  him. He 

served as the syn d icate’s rep resen tative  in  Washington. Green­

l e a f  was a lso  to experience a term in  debtor's prison  but 

secured h is  re lea se  a fter  only a few months in  j a i l .  He

1 8
Robert Morris, "Ledger Books, 1794-1801," MSS D iv .,

Pa. H is t. Soc., Philadelphia, Pa.
19A llen  C. Clark, Greenleaf and Law in  the Federal C ity  

(Washington, 1901), pp. 39-40. '
20Sakolski, op. c i t . ,  pp. 37-38.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



78

o u tlived  h is  partners and even tually  s e t t le d  in  Allentown,

Pennsylvania, married Ann A llen , daughter o f the c i t y 's  founder,

William A llen , and spent the remainder o f  h is  l i f e  s e l l in g  land
21in  the Allentown area.

These men i n i t i a l l y  purchased 7,235 lo t s  a t  $80 apiece  
22in  the Federal C ity . The terms o f  the contract demanded only  

a sm all down payment w ith the remainder to be paid in  annual in ­

sta llm en ts. The syndicate b elieved  th at the y early  payments 

could be met by s e l l in g  lo t s  to  new resid en ts  or by obtaining a 

foreign  loan, but events soon proved th e ir  optimism wrong.

Buyers were hard to f in d  and although they tr ie d  to obtain a 

loan from Dutch bankers by using the in flu en ce  o f  Talleyrand's

fr ien d , Cazenove, the French invasion  o f Holland made th at impos- 
23s ib le .  They did succeed in  paying the f i r s t  in sta llm en t but 

when i t  came time fo r  the second, in  May, 1795, they were in  

desperate f in a n c ia l s t r a i t s .  The only glimmer o f  hope and en­

couragement came from G reenleaf's recent fr ien d , Thomas Law, the 

same man who had made the tr ip  w ith Talleyrand through New Eng­

land. Law had heard o f  the prospects o f the new n ation a l

21Shaw Livermore, Early American Land Companies (New 
York, 1939), p . 164, n . 66.

22Sakolski, op. c i t . ,  p . 156.
23Bryan, op. c i t . ,  pp. 256-57.
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c a p ita l in  an in terv iew  w ith P resident Washington. He had

amassed a fortune in  India and was in ter e sted  in  in v estin g  i t ,
24but he was not one who would enter any agreement qu ick ly .

G reenleaf used every device he knew to secure Law's pur­

chase. He even tr ie d , u n su ccessfu lly , to  approach him through 

Talleyrand. F in a lly , he v i s i t e d  Law la t e  in  1794 in  New York 

C ity and so ld  him an option on numerous lo t s  in  Washington.

A fter v is i t in g  the c ity , Law decided to change the option in to  a 

purchase and the syndicate succeeded in  completing a transaction

th a t ranks second only to the M orris-Nicholson-Greenleaf pur-
25chase in  Washington. Law agreed to buy over 1,600 lo t s  a t  

$266 per lo t .  These had been purchased by the syndicate a t $80 

ap iece. This appears to be an enormous p r o f it  for  the syndicate  

but i t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to observe th at whereas Morris, N icholson, 

and G reenleaf went bankrupt, Law never did. He held  onto these  

lo t s  and even tually  so ld  them a t a p r o f it .

D espite the purchase by Law, the syndicate continued to  

head fo r  f in a n c ia l d isa ste r . I t  fa i le d  to meet the second in ­

sta llm ent and the commissioners o f the Federal C ity began bank-
26ruptcy proceedings aga in st i t .  Furthermore, the partnership

24Ib id . ,  pp. 244-45.
25Sakolski* op. c i t . 3 pp. 160-61.
26Bryan, op. c i t . ,  pp. 256-57.
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began to wane when a s p l i t  occurred between Greenleaf and the 

other two. Morris and Nicholson lo s t  confidence in  Greenleaf 

and offered  to buy h is  shares. G reenleaf, obviously re liev ed  to

be r id  o f such a burden, so ld  h is  in te r e s t  to  them for
. 27
$1,500,000, payable in  four annual in sta llm en ts.

I t  i s  im possible to b e liev e  th at Morris and Nicholson  

could obtain th is  amount o f money u n less  they had discovered a 

new source o f  revenue. Both o f them were entering a trag ic

period o f th e ir  l iv e s .  Already cred ito rs  were beginning to

apply pressure and, in  a le t t e r  to Morris th at described th e ir  

precarious pecuniary p o s itio n , N icholson wrote:

I  am try ing  to fin d  what sum o f my notes are out— 
to  do th is  I  w ish you to send me what you have o f mine
and I  w i l l  g iv e  you a r e c e ip t  fo r  them. I  w i l l  do the
same by you. And I  cer ta in ly  th ink I  have received  more 
o f  your notes than you have o f  mine. You w i l l  r e c o lle c t  
th at I  paid 25,000 d o lla rs  cash by my shares fo r  th at
sum in  your notes o f  4 December la s t .  8

I t  was Talleyrand who became the new source o f  revenue 

th a t perm itted Morris and Nicholson to  n egotia te  the agreement 

w ith  G reenleaf. At th is  time Morris and Talleyrand were d is ­

cussin g  a large  sca le  transaction  in  Pennsylvania, the d e ta ils  

o f which w i l l  be further explained in  the next chapter.

27Livermore, op. c i t . ,  pp. 168-69.

^®Nicholson to  Morris, Nov. 6, 1795, John Nicholson  
L etter  Books, MSS D iv ., Pa. H ist. Soc., Philadelphia, P a., p. 
199.
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Ju st two days before Morris and Nicholson purchased

G reenleaf's share, Talleyrand completed a te n ta tiv e  agreement to

purchase 106,875 acres in  Pennsylvania for  $142,500 from Morris 
/ 29(see  Appendix A). This con d ition a l purchase by Talleyrand  

enabled Morris to buy out the in te r e s t s  o f  G reenleaf, s in ce  the 

money Morris would obtain  from Talleyrand could be applied to 

the amount due G reenleaf. Unfortunately, Morris, in  h is  attempt 

to remain so lv en t, pledged the money he an tic ip ated  from T alley­

rand a number o f tim es to meet cred ito rs' demands. When T alley­

rand la te r  withdrew from the agreement, Morris was destined  to 

f a l l  in to  bankruptcy, but in  the meantime Talleyrand's condi­

t io n a l promise had allowed Morris to  n ego tia te  w ith  Greenleaf 

and to appear so lven t. I f  Talleyrand had f u l f i l l e d  h is  promise 

and paid Morris, then conceivably M orris' bankruptcy would have 

been e ith e r  delayed or com pletely avoided.

Furthermore, Talleyrand, as prev iou sly  mentioned, was 

in te r e ste d  in  purchasing land in  Washington. But before commit­

tin g  h im self, he v is i t e d  the c i t y  in  A pril o f  1796 and stayed a t
30the home o f  h is  fr ien d , Mr. Law. While there he inspected

29 "A rticles o f  Agreement between Robert Morris and 
Charles Maurice T alleyrand-Perigord," O ffice  o f Recorder o f  
Deeds, Northumberland County, Sunbury, P a ., Deed Book I ,  p . 537.

OA
Thomas Twining, Travels in  America One Hundred Years 

Ago (New York, 1894), pp. 104-105. “
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numerous lo t s  and observed the condition  o f  the land market. He 

f i na l ly  decided not to buy sin ce  he thought Law's purchase had 

ruined the market by making p r ic e s  too high. Once again he had 

an opportunity to  aid  Morris and N icholson in  th e ir  dilemma and 

a t the same time purchase land, but refused  to  do e ith er .

4.V
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CHAPTER YI 

PENNSYLVANIA SPECULATION

■Whenever Talleyrand stayed in  Philadelphia , he c a lle d  on 

two c lo se  fr ien d s, Antoine Omer Talon and Louis Marie Vicomte de 

N o a ille s . He had known these men in  France, having served with  

them in  the C onstituent Assembly. In America, Talleyrand re ­

newed the acquaintance and became q u ite  in ter e sted  in  th e ir  busi­

ness a c t iv i t i e s .

Talon, although a commoner, achieved n o to r ie ty  as le g a l  

adviser to Louis XVI. A fter  the Revolution, he was smuggled out 

o f France in  a wine cask, accompanied by h is  constant companion, 

Bartholomew La P orte.^  N o a ille s , a brother-in -law  o f General 

L afayette, fought in  the American R evolution, was honored by 

Washington, and was chosen to  rece iv e , on b ehalf o f  the French, 

the surrender o f Cornwallis a t  Yorktown. A fter the war, he re ­

turned to  France and served as an o f f ic e r  in  the K ing's dragoons. 

By b ir th  a nobleman, but w ith democratic lean in gs, he was forced  

to f l e e  France when h is  troops revo lted . A rriving in  P h ilad el­

phia, he became a business partner w ith William Bingham and

John A* B ile s , Asylum (Geneva, N. Y ., 1931), p. 41.
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2
la te r  was a sso c ia ted  w ith Talon.

In 1793 Talon and N o a ille s  estab lish ed  a French colony  

a t Asylum, Pennsylvania. As the name im p lies, the purpose was 

to erect a p lace  o f refuge for French e x i le s .  S p e c if ic a lly , i t  

was hoped th a t Louis XYI and Marie A ntoinette could l iv e  there 

w hile aw aiting future developments in  France. In Asylum they 

would be sa fe  from revolutionary Europe, s t i l l  l i v e  among a 

large number o f th e ir  former su b jects , and be s u f f ic ie n t ly  re ­

moved from Americans so that d a ily  contacts could be avoided.

A recent biography of Robert Morris cred its  Talleyrand  

w ith having played a major ro le  in  the establishm ent o f the 

French colony a t Asylum. According to the author, Talleyrand 

arrived in  the United S tates in  1793 and immediately became 

a ctiv e  in  form ulating the i n i t i a l  plans fo r  the colony. With 

great emotion and obvious exaggeration, she w rites:

In M orris’s p arlors, seated on the sa tin  divans and 
Chippend a le ch a irs, a b r i l l ia n t  assemblage o f these 
r o y a lis ts  conversed many an evening. The c lever , 
scheming Talleyrand limped in , a s a t ir ic  sm ile on h is  
l ip s .  Excommunicated, bishop, ex-Revolutionary emigre 
Charles Maurice Talleyrant de Perigord continued his  
machinations even in  America. Here came, too, the 
gracefu l, ta len ted  Yicomte de N o a ille s , who had served 
under L afayette during the American Revolution and had 
a t f i r s t  sympathized w ith the French R evo lu tion ists.
. . . In tr igu es flou rish ed . . . .  In great secrecy, a l­
most in  whispers, a company was formed—the Asylum

O j

Thomas ¥ . Clarke, Dnigres in  the Wilderness (New York, 
1941), pp. 51-52.
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Cong)any—to form a refuge for  the emigres them selves and 
(here th e ir  v o ices  dropped) for  th e ir  M ajesties, Louis XVI 
and Marie A ntoinette. . . .  1 Their M ajesties should be 
d e lig h te d ,' Talleyrand spoke d r ily . 'The lo c a tio n  should  
prove sa fe  enough, so fa r  in land. There the King may 
play farmer and the Queen again rehearse her ro le  as 
dairymaid. Let us hope, however, th at they w i l l  eventu­
a l ly  escape from the Asylum,' he concluded w ith a sar­
donic sm ile . 3

This i s  grea tly  overdone; Talleyrand had nothing to do 

w ith the organization of the Asylum Company as he was in  Europe
4

a t the tim e. Talleyrand did, however, keep abreast o f  Asylum's 

developments and sh o rtly  a fte r  arriving in  the U nited S ta tes  

wrote to Messrs. Bourdieu, C holet, and Bourdieu, London bankers, 

inform ing them in  a very p e ss im ist ic  tone th at he pred icted  u l t i ­

mate fa ilu r e . Talleyrand penetrated the su p e r f ic ia l s h e l l  o f  

success th at covered the e n tire  en terp rise . Here, when he wrote 

in  1794, le s s  than two months a fter  arriv in g  in  Philadelph ia, 

h is  trained mind foresaw the in e v ita b le  f in a n c ia l ru in  that  

faced  buyers o f Asylum stock . He did agree that the coup any was

Q
Eleanor Young, Forgotten P a tr io t, .Robert Morris (New 

York, 1950), pp. 189-90. In a l e t t e r  w ritten  by Eleanor Young 
to  Miss E ls ie  Murray, Miss Young admits her to t a l  disregard for  
h is to r ic a l  accuracy. She im p lies th at the fab ricated  sto ry  was 
in se r ted  upon the in s is te n c e  o f the publisher "for something new, 
something fresh , something th at would s e l l ."  Eleanor Young to 
E ls ie  Murray, in  p ossession  o f  Miss Murray.

4
Asylum Company Minutes, MSS D iv ., LC; Asylum Company 

Minutes, MSS D iv ., Pa. H ist. Soc., P h iladelphia, Pa. They l i s t  
not only the organizers but the stockholders throughout the com­
pany's h isto ry . Talleyrand's name f a i l s  to  appear on e ith er  
l i s t .
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w e ll organized* was growing, and would continue to show a p r o f it  

in  the immediate future; y e t  he continued, "All th ese  things 

have not tempted m e." With the in s ig h t  o f an experienced finan­

c ie r , he observed:

The lack  o f  money and the n e c e ss ity  fo r  s e l l in g  are 
too obvious. When one has a good scheme to  propose i t  i s  
not necessary to  have three or four agents in  England, as 
many in  France, e ig h t in  Holland and sev era l in  American 
ports to  keep watch fo r  a r r iv a ls .

He made th is  p red iction  desp ite the fa c t  that in  1794 the fo r ­

tunes o f the company were s t i l l  r is in g . During the next two 

years Asylum would become the most su ccessfu l French attempt a t  

mass co lo n iza tio n  made in  America; y e t , Talleyrand envisioned i t  

as a fa ilu r e  and th at i s  what happened by 1800.

The organizers o f Asylum had tremendous handicaps, the 

g rea test o f  which was the ever-present image o f the d isastrous  

S cio to  venture. This planned colony, which had been o p tim isti­

c a l ly  painted as a second Garden o f Eden, ended in  complete bank­

ruptcy, leav in g  hundreds o f  h a lf-s ta rv ed  French s e t t le r s  

marooned on the fr o n tier  o f  the United S ta tes. I t  was marked 

w ith  need less m istakes, poor planning, and shocking mismanage­

ment. The u ltim ate co lla p se  came when the p r in c ip a l supporter,

^Talleyrand to Messrs. Bourdieu, Cholet, and Bourdieu, 
June 10, 1794, Talleyrand Papers, IBS D iv ., LC, p. 6.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



8 8

W illiam Duer, -went bankrupt. I t s  fa ilu r e  made French c o lo n is ts  

apprehensive about p a r tic ip a tio n  in  sim ilar schemes. Their fear  

was rein forced  when sm aller French settlem en ts fa i le d  a t Trenton
r r

P oin t, New Jersey (1791), and along the Chenango River (1792).

I t  must be admitted, however, th at the la t t e r  were weak attempts 

a t winning the b a t t le  aga in st the hardships o f  fro n tier  l i f e .

The le sso n s  taught by these unsuccessfu l ventures 

prompted the organizers o f  Asylum to use carefu l judgment in  

th e ir  e f fo r ts  to envision  every p o ss ib le  danger they might en­

counter. The French s e t t le r s  must be taught how to  survive in  

the w ild ern ess. Too many o f them merely tr ie d  to  re-en act th e ir  

former gay l i f e  w ith i t s  cou rtly  manners and V e rsa ille s  fash ion s. 

This they could not do i f  they were to  be su ccessfu l in  estab ­

lish in g  settlem en ts on the American fr o n tier . Furthermore, 

these men decided to operate only in  the h igh est c ir c le  o f  Ameri­

can so c ie ty , a p o licy  la te r  pursued by Talleyrand. They

^William Duer Papers, MSS D iv ., New York H isto r ica l 
S ociety , New York, N. Y. For a h isto ry  o f  the Scioto colony, 
see  A-aron M. Sakolsk i, The Great American Land Bubble (New York 
and London, 1932); Marcus L. Hansen, The A tla n tic  M igration, 
1607-1860 (Cambridge, Mass., 1945); Payson Jackson Treat, The 
N aiionafL and Sjystem, 1785-1820 (New York, 1910); Constantine F. 
Yolney, A View o f  the Soil, and Climate o f the United S ta tes o f  
America (P h ilad elp h ia , 1804); Theodore T. B elo te , The S cio to  
Speculation and the Trench Settlem ent a t G a llip o lis  (C incinnati, 
Ohio, 190?).

7
B ile s , op. c i t . ,  p. 58.
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appealed s o le ly  to the most reputable and trustworthy fin a n c iers . 

Fortunately, they gained the support o f John N icholson and 

Robert Morris, both w idely  acclaimed a t that time as America's
Q

foremost f in a n c iers . K ith these names appearing on the com­

pany's prospectus, fea r  o f  f in a n c ia l d isa ster  was g rea tly  l e s s ­

ened and th e ir  a c tiv e  p a r tic ip a tio n  a t Asylum s a t is f ie d  many 

sk ep tics .

Besides the four orig in a tors o f the plan, other French

refugees who played v i t a l  r o le s  in  developing Asylum were John

Keating, Charles F e lix  Boulogne, Charles Cottineau, Anthony

Lbfevre, Mine. D'Autremort, and Du Petit-Thouars. To th is  l i s t

can be added: the Duke de La Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, the young

Duke o f  Orleans, Talleyrand, and Rousseau, a cousin o f the famed

philosopher. A ll took an in te r e s t  in  the colony, made a poin t
g

to v i s i t  there, and wished i t  w e ll.

The company's two scou ts, Charles F e lix  Boulogne and 

Major Adam Hoops, had stron gly  recommended the land along the 

northern branch o f  the Susquehanna River above W ilkes-Barre, 

Pennsylvania. They reported th at i t  contained r ich  deposits o f

O
Asylum Company Minutes, A pril 20, 1794, MSS D iv ., Pa. 

H ist. Soc., P h iladelphia, Pa.
g
E ls ie  Murray, "French Experiments in  Pioneering in  

Northern Pennsylvania," Pennsylvania Magazine o f  H istory and 
Biography, LX7III, No. 2 (A pril, 1644), 182-83; Clarke, op. c i t . ,  
pp. 69-72.
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a llu v ia l  to p so il and was s u f f ic ie n t ly  is o la te d  so th at French

s e t t le r s  could make a fresh  s ta r t  w ithout in ter feren ce  from in -
10q u is i t iv e  neighbors. Based upon th e ir  rep ort the company de­

cided to  lo c a te  the colony there.

Talleyrand soon exh ib ited  a strong personal in te r e s t  in  

Asylum and a d esire  to v i s i t  i t .  His p a rticu lar  enthusiasm, how­

ever, was reserved  fo r  an area adjacent to  the colony and sim i­

la r  to  i t  in  m ineral d ep o sits , topography, v egeta tion , and c l i ­

mate. Unlike the founders o f Asylum, Talleyrand was not in ­

terested  in  Pennsylvania lands fo r  the purpose o f  e sta b lish in g  a 

colony. He wanted land which could g ive  him a quick monetary 

return by r e s e l l in g  to  s e t t le r s  or other specu lators a t  a p r o f it ,  

or by development o f any r ich  natural resources. He hoped th a t  

one o f th ese  a ltern a tiv e s  could be app lied  to cen tra l Pennsyl­

vania.

The p rec ise  date when Talleyrand v is i t e d  Asylum i s  d i f ­

f i c u l t  to  determine. He does not mention the journey in  h is
11Memoirs and w riters on the subject d isagree. Omer Talon was

10"Paris in  the H ild ern ess ," Pennsylvania Cavalcade 
(P hiladelphia , 1942), p. 264.

11Same say he merely passed through Asylum on h is  return  
to  P h iladelph ia  from h is  excursion in  New York. Clarke, op. 
c i t . ,  p. 76. That would make i t  in  the f a l l  o f  1794. Others 
g ive  the f a l l  o f 1795 as the correct tim e. David Craft, "The 
French Settlem ent a t  Asylum," Proceedings o f the Wyoming H is­
to r ic a l  and G eological S ociety , 7  (1900), 81. The " o ff ic ia l"
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T alleyrand's h ost a t Asylum and generously o ffered  him the hos­

p i t a l i t y  o f h is  f in e  home, the Grand Maison—a v a st lo g  house, 

three s to r ie s  high, o r ig in a lly  b u ilt  to  accommodate the royal 

fam ily  but, w ith  th e ir  unfortunate executions, destin ed  to  house 

only the manager o f the community.

During h is  v i s i t  Talleyrand, as planned, traveled  w idely  

in  the area and thoroughly explored the land he proposed to buy. 

He journeyed as fa r  w est as the small town o f B elle fo n te  where 

he inspected  the s o i l  and stayed overnight a t the home o f

h is to r ia n  o f the settlem en t, ELsie Murray, w rites th at Talley­
rand arrived there a fter  the v i s i t  o f  the Due de La 
Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, who reached Asylum on May 21, 1795, and 
l e f t  on June 2 o f  that year. E ls ie  Murray, A Frontier Trianon 
(Athens, P a ., 1955), p . 16. But, by p iec in g  together numerous 
accounts o f  Talleyrand's tra v e ls  in  America, the conclusion i s  
th a t the v i s i t  must have occurred when Talleyrand returned from 
Albany. He could not have been there in  the f a l l  o f  1795 sin ce  
he was in  New York C ity from Aug. 23, 1795, to  Nov. 14, 1795. 
Moreau, op. c i t . ,  p. 202; Talleyrand (New York, N. Y .) to Jean 
Henry Cazenove Nephew and Co., Aug. 23, 1795, Talleyrand Papers, 
MSS D iv ., LC. There are minor discrepancies between T alley­
rand's correspondence from America and Moreau's Journal which 
are contradictory and m isleading. For example, th ere i s  a 
l e t t e r  Talleyrand wrote from New York on Dec. 14, 1795; y e t  
Moreau has noted the return o f Talleyrand to  Philadelph ia from 
New York on Dec. 5, 1795. Talleyrand (New York, N. Y .) to  Jean 
Henry Cazenove Nephew and Co., Dec. 14, 1795, Talleyrand Papers, 
MSS D iv ., LC; Moreau, op. c i t . ,  p . 209. During most o f  th at 
period, a l l  communication between New York and Ph iladelph ia  was 
proh ib ited  by proclamation o f  Governor Thomas M iff lin  o f  Pennsyl­
vania , n ecess ita ted  by a severe outbreak o f yellow  fever  in  
P h iladelph ia , which d e f in ite ly  a ffec ted  Talleyrand's trave l 
plans and compelled him to  remain in  New York longer than he 
an tic ip a ted . The Pennsylvania Gazette (P h ilad elp h ia ), Sept. 2, 
1795, p. 3. Consequently, i t  was in  the f a l l  o f  1794, not 1795, 
th at Talleyrand v is i t e d  Asylum.
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1 2Captain John Patton. From th is  v i s i t  a lo c a l  legend emerged

th at c re d its  Talleyrand w ith having named the town " B e lle fo n te ."

On being shown the marvelous fountain  loca ted  there, Talleyrand
13supposedly remarked, "Quelle b e l le  fon ta in eJ n The S ta te  o f  

Pennsylvania apparently accepts th is  as authentic and, conse­

quently, r e t e l l s  the in c id en t on h is to r ic a l markers a t  numerous 

entrances to the town.

A few o f the older inhabitants o f the community refuse  

to  b e lie v e  the story , p o in tin g  out that i t  i s  im possible to  

prove that the in c id en t a c tu a lly  occurred. Two lo c a l re s id en ts , 

Thomas M itch ell and Mrs. Carl Iverson, former lib ra r ia n  fo r  the

Centre County H is to r ic a l A ssocia tion , b e lie v e  the s to ry  to  be a
14complete fa b r ica tio n . Mr. M itch ell p o in ts out that the French 

word fon te  means c a st  iron  w hile fon ta ine i s  French fo r  fountain . 

He b e lie v e s  th a t Talleyrand's main in te r e s t  in  the town per­

tained  to  the f e a s ib i l i t y  o f  esta b lish in g  an iron foundry there. 

He f e l t  th at Talleyrand searched fo r  economic values in  the area  

and was l i t t l e  concerned about nature's wonders. This

12E ls ie  Murray, "Early Land Companies and T it le s  o f  
Northumberland County, " The Northumberland County H is to r ica l  
S ociety  Proceedings, XX (19fe4), 3 i .  '

13Ib id . , p. 32.
14J . Thomas M itch ell i s  the author o f  Centre County From 

I t s  E a r lie s t  Settlem ent to  the Year 1915 (B e lie fo n te , P a ., 1916).
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p o s s ib i l i t y  i s  strengthened sin ce  T alleyrand's host a t  B e lle ­

fo n te , Captain John Patton, had recen tly  e sta b lish ed  the f i r s t  

ironworks in  the area and probably boasted to  Talleyrand o f  the 

r ich  natural resources found in  the v ic in it y .  I t  i s  a lso  true 

th at Captain Patton showed h is  guest h is  recen tly  constructed  

charcoal furnaces and the rudimentary beginning o f the area's  

iron  industry.

Talleyrand immediately envisioned the ad d ition a l value  

th is  would add to  the land. He could a scerta in  th at h is  pro­

posed investment now might prove lu c r a tiv e  in  two ways: (1 ) as

providing prospective lo t s  for  future s e t t le r s  and ( 2) as having 

valuable natural resources. This dual p o te n t ia lity  elim inated  

much o f the r isk  involved  in  the i n i t i a l  purchase.

In  add ition  to  these two p o s s ib i l i t i e s ,  Talleyrand soon 

discovered there was s t i l l  a th ird  advantage; the land had a 

p a r tic u la r ly  heavy growth o f sugar maple tr e e s . These could  

provide syrup for  eastern  markets. The en tire  concept was r e la ­

t iv e ly  new but already some businessmen b e liev ed  th at i f  an 

e f f ic ie n t  method o f  extracting  sap could be developed, the indus­

try  could compete su c ce ss fu lly  aga in st the sugar inported from 

the p lan tation s o f the West In d ies . Furthermore, humanitarians 

in  the United S tates envisioned th is  com petition as bringing  

f in a n c ia l ruin to the sugar p la n ta tio n s, whose fa ilu r e , in  turn,
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would cause the overthrow o f  the hated system o f  s lavery , which
15operated so v ic io u s ly  in  the cane f ie ld s .

Talleyrand recognized the value o f  maple sugar and men-
1 6tion ed  i t  as an ad d ition a l source o f  wealth to any area. He 

had learned from Cazenove, however, th at before the industry  

could become p r o fita b le  a more e f f ic ie n t  method o f  extractin g  

the sugar must be developed. Cazenove to ld  Talleyrand about the 

unfortunate r e su lts  experienced by G errit Boon, a former employee 

o f h is .  Boon had attempted to  develop a large  stand o f  sugar 

maples in  New York S ta te  by tapping the tr e es  through a rather  

awkward trough system, whereby each t r e e 's  sap would flow  

through cumbersome troughs in to  a common v a t. Unfortunately, 

the wooden troughs warped and buckled, and he experimented to  no 

a v a il  in  try in g  to fin d  more su ita b le  lumber. Why he did not 

use the common, and much sim pler, bucket arrangement r em ain a a 

mystery; presumably, he was a fra id  o f  labor expenses. The 

fa ilu r e  o f  the p roject c o st  Cazenove about $15,000, a r e s u lt  

th at discouraged others from developing the ind ustry  a t  th is

15Evans* op. c i t .,, p . 14.
1 fiTalleyrand, "Observations on Speculation . . . ,"  

Talleyrand Papers.

17Evans, op. c i t . , p . 63; La Sochefoucauld-Liancourt, 
Travels Through the U nited S ta tes  . . . , pp. 125-26.
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Pennsylvania was the only s ta te  th at perm itted a lie n s  to  

buy and hold properly. Consequently, Talleyrand, Talon,

N o a ille s , and others could purchase land chere without the neces­

s i t y  o f  camouflaging th e ir  ownership. The law stip u la ted :

I t  was law fu l for  a l l  and every foreigner and fo r ­
e ig n ers , a lie n  and a lie n s , not being the subject, or sub­
j e c t s ,  o f  some sovereign s ta te  or power, which i s ,  or
s h a ll  be, a t the time or times o f  such purchase or pur­
chases, a t  war w ith  the United S tates o f  America, to  pur­
chase land s, tenements, hereditaments w ith in  th is  common­
w ealth , and to have and to hold the same to  them, th e ir  
h e ir s  and assign s forever, or f u l ly ,  to  a l l  in ten ts  and 
purposes as any natural bom subject or subjects may or 
can do.-*-®

The Pennsylvania L egisla ture passed the law February 11, 1789, 

and renewed i t  every three years u n t i l  February, 1797, when i t  

was allow ed to  la p se . Therefore, i t  was in  e f f e c t  during the 

en tire  p eriod  o f  Talleyrand's residence in  the United S ta te s  and

i t  became one o f  the main reasons why French refugees, such as

Talleyrand, preferred to speculate in  Pennsylvania lands rather  

than elsew here; t i t l e s  could be recorded openly and ownership 

duly recognized, w ithout resortin g  to any subterfuge.

D esp ite  th is  favorable law, Talleyrand early  decided to  

take s tep s  to improve h is  le g a l s ta tu s  in  the United S ta te s . 

Shortly sifter sirriving, he swore a lleg ia n ce  to the governments 

o f the United S ta tes  and the State o f Pennsylvania, an i n i t i a l

18John Bioren (e d .) ,  Laws o f  the Commonwesilth o f  Pennsyl­
vania (P h ilad elp h ia , 1810), IT, 364.
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procedure required o f  those who wished to secure American, c i t i -
19zeaship. A ctually , however, there was some question con­

cerning the v a lid ity  o f T alleyrand's action . The law s tip u la te d
20that the oath be taken before a s t a .e  or fed era l o f f i c ia l .  

T alleyrand's oath was adm inistered by a c ity  m agistrate, Matthew 

Clarkson, the mayor o f  Philadelph ia.

I t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t Talleyrand follow ed th is  presumably 

in v a lid  procedure d e lib era te ly . I s  th is  an example o f T alley­

rand's du p lic ity?  Knowing th at i t  was i l l e g a l ,  he could, when 

returning to  Prance, d isclaim  any in ten tio n  o f ever becoming an 

American c it iz e n ;  he could s ta te  th a t he had taken the oath  

merely to  f a c i l i t a t e  h is  acceptance by American businessmen, and 

appease h is  newly acquired American fr ien d s , many of whom were 

F ed era lis ts  s t i l l  smarting from the highhanded actions pursued 

by C itizen  Genet. These were a c tu a lly  very probable fa c to rs  in ­

flu en cin g  Talleyrand. Furthermore, the question  o f lo y a lty  to  

the United S ta tes government had recen tly  been ra ised  by the 

Whiskey R ebellion  and i t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t Talleyrand, in  th ese  

tense days, wanted to show h is  new acquaintances p r e c ise ly  where 

he stood.

19Charles Maurice Talleyrand, "Oath o f A lle g ia n c e ," 
Timothy Pickering Papers, MSS D iv ., M assachusetts H is to r ica l  
S ociety , Boston, Mass.

20Bnoren, op. c i t . ,  p . 364.
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During h is  v i s i t  to  the United S ta te s , th is  oath was the 

only step  Talleyrand took towards obtaining American c it iz e n sh ip .  

The remainder o f  the procedure required th a t a person be a r e s i ­

dent for  f iv e  years, p u b lic ly  renounce h is  former a lleg ia n ce , 

take an oath to  support the C onstitu tion , and renounce h is  t i t l e

( i f  he had one). In ad d ition , the applicant must come from a
21country th at was p resen tly  a t  peace w ith the United S ta tes .

Talleyrand never completed any o f  these requirem ents.

Robert Morris owned most o f  the land in  Pennsylvania

th at Talleyrand contemplated buying. Morris had recen tly  so ld

to  Talon and N o a ille s  the s i t e  fo r  the Asylum Company and was
22desirous o f  s e l l in g  more. As p rev iou sly  mentioned, th ese were 

troublesome times fo r  Morris. He had overextended h im self and, 

as a r e s u lt ,  was bombarded by cred itors who gave him no peace. 

Suddenly the land market co llap sed , c re d it  was no longer a v a il­

able, and he faced bankruptcy. Talleyrand was the b est remaining 

prospect who might keep Morris so lv en t.

Morris sen t h is  son, Robert M orris, J r . ,  to Europe (1792) 

hoping to  a ttra c t European specu la tors. He carried  a prospectus

21Ib id . ,  pp. 364-65.
22The exact s iz e  o f  th is  purchase i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  deter­

mine. Some report i t  as large  as one m illio n  acres. Clark, op. 
c i t . ,  p . 58. Other, more conservative estim ates, say 500,000 
acres. M ilkes-Barre Times Leader, Feb. 11, 1932, p . 7 .
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w ritten  by h is  fa th er  that gave a glowing account o f Pennsyl­

vania and summarized the b e n e fits  to  be obtained by purchasing 
23land there. Of course, Talleyrand considered the s itu a t io n  

c a r e fu lly  when he became involved in  1796. The clim ate was 

c a lle d  "as m ild as people could wish" and the prospectus con­

tinued, "Nowhere could b etter  land be found. The area i s  en­

t ir e ly  remote from any danger th at might be incurred by the 

Indians fo r , as you know, the enemy Indians Eire far away in  the 

South N est."  Furthermore, Morris enumerated the a v a ila b le  trans­

p orta tion  f a c i l i t i e s ,  the nearness o f  markets in  P hiladelphia , 

Sunbury, N ilkes-B arre, and Northumberland, plus the numerous 

schools and churches a v a ila b le . In conclusion, he foresaw a 

b righ t fu ture fo r  the en tire  area. Tilth so many advantages, 

Morris warned, "You must buy soon before the value o f the land 

r is e s  to  a h eigh t th at would make investm ent f o o l i s h ." Tfhat he 

now offered  fo r  f i f t y  s h il l in g s  an acre would, he pred icted , be 

s e l l in g  for th ir ty  or fo r ty  pounds w ith in  three or four years.

A fter carefu l consideration , Talleyrand, in  1796,

23Robert Morris to Jean Yves Vauberbin Anrosey, May 29, 
1792, Robert Morris Business Papers, MSS B iv ., Pa. H ist. S o c .,  
Philadelph ia , Pa. U nfortunately fo r  Morris, h is  son mixed too 
much p leasure w ith business and became involved in  an in c id en t  
w ith a young Swiss g ir l  that caused Morris a great deal o f  worry 
and f in a n c ia l embarrassment. Morris to  L. Conder, Geneva, 
Switzerland, June 15, 1795, Robert Morris Business Papers, MSS 
D iv ., Pa. H is t. Soc., P h iladelphia, Pa.
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decided to  buy M orris' land. Terms o f the proposed sa le  were

thoroughly d iscussed and, as f in a l ly  agreed, Talleyrand was to

purchase 106 ,87&g- acres o f  land ly in g  in  M ifflin , Northumberland,

and Northampton Counties, for  the to ta l sum o f $142,500.40. I t

was s tip u la te d  th at Talleyrand had u n t i l  August 9, 1797, to  make

payment, a fte r  which time the sa le  would be declared n u ll  and
24void  (see  Appendix A). Furthermore, according to the agree­

ment, John Davis, com ptroller o f  the Treasury o f the United

S ta tes, representing the government, was designated to hold the
25deeds in  escrow aw aiting payment (see  Appendix C). A Morris 

debt to  the government o f  $93,000 was s t i l l  outstanding and the 

government held  a mortgage for  th is  amount on the lands Morris 

te n ta t iv e ly  so ld  to Talleyrand. Therefore, even when Talleyrand 

should pay fo r  the land, the p r o f it  Morris would make on the 

s a le  would only be a l i t t l e  under $50,000.

I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to  see how Talleyrand analyzed the  

terms o f the s a le . In a l e t t e r  w ritten  sh ortly  before the f in a l  

agreement was reached, he observed:

The A r tic le s  express a promissory agreement o f buying

^ " A r t ic le s  o f  Agreement between Robert Morris and 
Charles Maurice T alleyrand,w O ffice  o f  the Recorder o f Deeds, 
M ifflin  County Court House, Lewistown, F a ., Deed Book D, p. 202.

25Robert Morris to  John Davis, O ffice  o f  the Recorder of 
Deeds, Northampton County Court House, Easton, F a., Deed Book D, 
I I ,  308.
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and s e l l in g ,  and not an actual s a le .  . . . The promissory 
part o f  the agreement w i l l  he very obnoxious i f  Mon. 
Talleyrand wishes to  s e l l  again the property before the  
expiration  o f f i f t e e n  months; fo r  as an evidence o f  h is  
r ig h t he must produce the Agreement from which i t  w i l l  
appear—

1) th at h is  r ig h t  i s  n o t complete. . . .
2) th at Robert Morris might d ispose the lands e ls e ­

where should he d esire ,
3) th at the purchaser had b etter  apply to  Mr. Morris 

and buy from him a t the ra te  o f  1 l / 3  d o lla rs , 
in stead  o f paying an ad d ition a l p r ice  to  M. de 
Talleyrand. ®

Here i t  appears Talleyrand was complaining about the terms o f  

the agreement d esp ite  the fa c t  that th e p r ice  per acre was below 

current market p r ice  and no down payment was necessary.’

I t  i s  apparent that Morris agreed to grant th ese very  

generous terms because o f  h is  own desperate f in a n c ia l condition . 

In order to postpone bankruptcy, he needed a l l  the a v a ila b le  

cred it he could g e t. Even the prospect o f securing money in  the 

future appealed to him. Furthermore, he hoped th at he could use 

th is  arrangement to  gain  time to  meet h is  cred ito rs' demands.

I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  to note that Morris' plan worked.

P rior to  the agreement w ith Talleyrand, he was bombarded r e ­

p eated ly  by cred ito rs . Following the sa le , four or f iv e  months 

passed w ithout any fin a n c ia l demands. I t  was a period  o f  calm­

n ess, marking the la s t  time Morris was so lv en t. His cred itors

^T alleyrand to  Robert Morris, May 15, 1796, Washburn 
C o llection , X, M assachusetts H is to r ic a l Society , Boston, Mass.
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were content to  fo llo w  an a ttitu d e  o f  w atchful w aiting, seeing  

i f  Talleyrand could complete h is  part o f the bargain. But, by 

November, 1796, th e ir  patience expired and a ttack  was renewed. 

This time i t  continued u n t i l  Morris was p laced  in  the Prune 

S tree t j a i l  (1 7 9 8 ).27

Talleyrand1 s p o s it io n  was coup arable to  th at o f  an ord i­

nary land agent. As the recorded agreement mentioned, he was 

about to embark fo r  Europe. He would a tten p t to  r e s e l l  the land  

in  Europe, e ith e r  to  prospective s e t t le r s  or to  European specu­

la to r s .

To help Talleyrand fin d  European markets, Morris immedi­

a te ly  wrote h is  son-in -law , James M arshall, currently  in  London
28on a combined business and honeymoon tr ip . In the le t t e r  o f  

May 24, 1796, Morris wrote:

. . i I  have made a sa le  o f 100,000 acres o f  land in  
th is  s ta te  payable in  f i f t e e n  months. You w i l l  see the  
Purchaser before long but I  do not g ive h is  name as I  
s h a ll  probably w r ite  by him, but i f  not by him, soon 
a fte r  him as he does not y e t  choose to  have h is  name men­
tion ed . These lands are none o f  those mentioned to  you 
but I  s h a ll  engage h is  a ss is ta n ce  to you in  the sa le s  
you have to make which may probably be u se fu l, . . .  I  
am determined th a t your time s h a ll not be thrown away 
and your voyage prove f r u i t le s s .  I  w i l l  send Adam Hoops 
over w ith  the t i t l e s  and papers necessary and arrange

27Eobert Morris Business Papers, MSS D iv ., Pa. H ist. 
S o c ., Ph iladelph ia, Pa.

28E l l i s  P. Oberholtzer, Eobert Morris, P a tr io t and 
Financier (New York, 1903), pp. 321-23.
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m atters so th a t he may go to Holland, Germany, France,
I ta ly ,  or anywhere th a t you think necessary to execute  
or attengjt such things as you s h a ll  think worthy o f  pur­
s u i t .  I  w i l l  however f i r s t  g e t a l l  papers in  complete 
order and then w rite  a l l  th at s h a ll  appear to  me neces­
sary on the su b je c t.29

U nfortunately fo r  Talleyrand, Marshall was more concerned about

h is  honeymoon than about h is  fa th e r -in -la w 's  business and when

Talleyrand reached Europe, no prospective buyers had been

lo ca ted . The land market in  America had co llap sed  and Europe
30was crawling w ith agents desirous o f s e l l in g  th e ir  lands.

Talleyrand, consequently, d iscovered when he arrived in  Europe

th at the land market had evaporated.

Talleyrand disembarked in  Hamburg, Germany, in stead  o f a 
31French p o rt. He d e lib era te ly  took h is  time in  returning to  

France. His name had been erased from the emigre l i s t  in  the 

f e l l  o f  1795; y e t  he had remained in  the United S tates u n t i l  

June o f the fo llow ing y e a r .  He was a fra id  th a t, should he re ­

turn too soon, he might be caught in  another v io le n t  upheaval o f  

the French government.

As he traveled  from Hamburg to P aris , he fam iliar ized  

h im self w ith  the European s itu a t io n . He stopped a t B russels and

29Robert Morris to  James M arshall, May 24, 1796, "Robert 
Morris P rivate  L etter Book," I I ,  MSS D iv ., LC.

30Sakolsk i, op. c i t . ,  pp. 68-69.
31 Talleyrand's Memoirs, I ,  187.
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Amsterdam and did not arrive in  P aris u n t i l  la t e  in  September,

having conferred w ith h is  fr ien d s along the way about the cur- 

32ren t s itu a t io n . Gradually he became more involved  in  European 

p o l i t i c s ,  and consequently le s s  concerned about Robert Morris; 

cer ta in ly  he did not g ive  the impression o f a man travelin g  

around Europe s e l l in g  lands.

Morris grew im patient, desiring  th at some payment be 

made; even evidence th at the prospects looked good might su ff ic e  

to  hold o f f  h is  c red ito rs . But Morris heard nothing from Talley­

rand u n t i l  la t e  in  January o f 1797, when he received  news Talley­

rand had su c c e ss fu lly  landed in  Europe. Morris quickly and im­

p a t ie n tly  wrote to  him:

I  had the p leasure to receive  your favor o f the ninth  
o f August from Hamburg and rejo iced  very, very s in cere ly  
a t your sa fe  a rr iv a l as indeed did a l l  my fam ily and your 
other fr ien d s here. I t  i s  w ith great s a t is fa c t io n  a lso  I  
see  honorable mention made o f your name in  the public  
papers s in ce  your return to Paris where i t  seems you are 
l ik e ly  to  be engaged in  Public Service for which very few 
are so w e ll  q u a lified  as y o u rse lf. I  send herein  a l e t t e r  
which has been a long time in  my custody as I  do not 
choose to send but by a sa fe  hand, which I  have found in  
Mr. D eV illa in , who takes charge o f  th is  packet. I  am in  
hopes o f hearing from you soon r e la t iv e  to the object 
depending between us [ i t a l i c s  mine] and with s in c e r e st  
goo^’wTshesHFoF^'our h ea lth  and happiness I  remain. . . .

32Ib id .

33Robert Morris to  M. Talleyrand-Perigord, P aris, France, 
Jan. 18, 1797, "Robert Morris Private L etter  Book," I I ,  MSS D iv ., 
LC.
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Talleyrand’s payment represented Morris' l a s t  hope o f  avoiding  

bankruptcy; a l l  e a r lie r  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  had disappeared. F ir s t ,  

the Pennsylvania Population Company, in  which Morris invested , 

a t one time owning over 450,000 acres in  northwestern Pennsyl­

vania, lo s t  everything because o f  a lengthy t i t l e  d ispute with
34the Holland Land Company. Second, the Asylum Company fa ile d  

in  i t s  expectations. Third, Morris’ g rea test undertaking, the 

North American Land Company, co llapsed  in  the prev iously  men­

tion ed  f ia sc o  in  the Washington land. A ll th is  was in  ru in s, 

and now Talleyrand appeared to be canceling h is  agreement. How­

ever, Morris attempted to create the im pression o f calmness and 

r e sp e c ta b ility ;  cer ta in ly  he showed no sig n  o f being a h y s te r i­

c a l man, desperately  trying to avoid the co lla p se  o f h is  finan­

c ia l  en tir e . He mentioned the deal only as an afterthought, but 

i t s  mere in se r tio n  was a reminder o f how desperate he was.

On February 8, 1797, Morris made an entry in  h is  "Waste

Book" changing Talleyrand’s account from outstanding to sundry,

reading: "Charles Maurice Talleyrand dr [debtor] to sundry

accounts for  the fo llow in g  tra c ts  o f  land so ld  him co n d itio n a lly

a t ten s h i l l in g s  per acre by a r t ic le s  o f  agreement dated 1796"
35(see  Appendix B). In the next entry, Morris sp e c if ie d  lands

^ S a k o lsk i, op. c i t . ,  pp. 38, 78.
O K

Feb. 8, 1797, entry in  Eobert Morris "Waste Book, 1794- 
1801," MSS D iv ., Pa. H ist. S oc., Ph iladelph ia , Pa.
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o f  the resp ec tiv e  cou n ties, according to various townships, 

quoting the price th at Talleyrand was to pay for each. Following 

th is ,  he cred ited  some as being so ld  to other buyers a t  h a lf  the 

p rice  he expected Talleyrand to pay. For example, he mentioned 

th at Talleyrand was to  pay ten s h il l in g s  per acre fo r  fourteen  

tr a c ts  in  Bald Eagle Township, M ifflin  County, containing 6,001  

acres and 114 perches, but then in  a la t e r  entry cred ited  Wil­

liam  Harrison as having purchased the same area in  M ifflin  County 

fo r  ju s t  f iv e  s h i l l in g s  an acre. There are more examples, one 

in  Northumberland County and another in  Cumberland County, re ­

ferred  to in  the "Waste Book."^®

Morris' bookkeeping l e f t  much to  be d esired . He used  

the s in g le  entry system, which became m isleading and complicated, 

and he never stopped to balance h is  account. Some might in te r ­

p re t th is  to s ig n ify  th at Morris was s e l l in g  the same land tw ice  

because he had to  reso r t to  any measures to  avoid bankruptcy.

This would be castin g  serious aspersions on the reputation  o f a 

great p a tr io t  and i l lu s t r io u s  fin a n c ier . A ctu ally , what he was 

doing was taking part o f the land back from Talleyrand, cred itin g  

him, and then r e s e l l in g  i t  to ready buyers in  America. He needed 

the cash and saw the chances o f  acquiring money from Talleyrand  

disappearing. According to  the i n i t i a l  agreement, Talleyrand

®®See Appendix B.

!lV
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had only f i f t e e n  months in  which to  make settlem en t, and nine  

months had elapsed without even a token payment. I t  was 

apparent to Morris that there was only the rem otest p o s s ib i l i t y  

th at Talleyrand could f u l f i l l  h is  o b lig a tio n . He had, therefore, 

b etter  s e l l  when he had the chance, regard less o f the lo s se s  he 

would incur.

The lik e lih o o d  o f fin d in g  a buyer in  Europe further

dwindled when the Pennsylvania L egisla ture allowed the A lien  Act
37to expire in  February o f 1797. Morris knew th at Talleyrand  

needed European investors in  order to uphold h is  h a lf  o f the bar­

gain , but now only American c it iz e n s  were perm itted to own prop­

erty  in  Pennsylvania. Of course, the fa ilu r e  o f the State to  

renew th is  law did not a f fe c t  Talleyrand’s option to buy the 

land but now p o ten tia l European buyers could not purchase from 

Talleyrand.

For a complete understanding o f the en tr ie s  in  Morris' 

"Waste Book," i t  i s  necessary to  compare them w ith corresponding 

e n tr ie s  made in  h is  "Ledger" in  which the double entry system i s  

used. These further prove that Morris was not g u ilty  o f a crime 

in  h is  land sp ecu lation s. A "Ledger" entry, February 8, 1797, 

c ite d  as outstanding the $142,500.42 which Talleyrand owed (see

37Bioren, op. c i t . ,  p. 364.
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38Appendix D). This fig u re  was placed on the debit s id e  o f the 

"Ledger11; nothing appears on the c red it s id e  under Talleyrand’s 

name. This would coincide w ith  the fa c t  that no payment had y e t  

been made. Furthermore, the lands in  M ifflin  County under op­

tio n  to  Talleyrand had been te n ta tiv e ly  reso ld  to W illiam Harri- 
39son. This agrees with the "Waste Book," but i t  i s  important

to n o tice  th at these deeds contain con d ition a l clauses m e n tio n in g

that someone holds an option on them and has f i r s t  choice, should
40payment be received  by the ninth o f Augus+, 1797.

In March, 1797, Morris decided to make one f in a l  attempt 

to  r e lie v e  pressures and preserve h is  few remaining a sse ts . He 

estab lish ed  the Pennsylvania Land Property Company, to which he 

conveyed a l l  the land he then had in  h is  p ossessio n . He thought 

th at he might be able to s a t is fy  cred itors by giv ing them shares
A *1

o f stock in  th is  company as secu r ity . Furthermore, he guaran­

teed to shareholders a s ix  d o llar  annual dividend per share and 

predicted  "that in  a l l  p rob ab ility  they w i l l  u ltim ate ly  rece iv e

^®Feb. 8,  1797, entry in  Eobert Morris "Waste Book, 1794- 
1801," MSS D iv ., Pa. H ist. Soc., P h iladelphia, Pa.

40 "A rtic les o f  Agreement between Robert Morris and James 
Biddle and W illiam B e ll, " March 18, 1797, Eobert Morris Business 
Papers, MSS D iv ., LC.

41Oberholtzer, op. c i t . ,  pp. 336-37.
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42a la rg e  p r o f it  or addition  to th e ir  c a p i t a l .n

To the company's tru stees , the Honorable James Biddle 

and ¥ il l ia m  B e ll , Morris transm itted the t i t l e s  o f  the property, 

conveying twenty-two d iffe r e n t areas or en terp rises in  Pennsyl­

vania, and quoted the value o f each. Item number seven i s  o f  

p a rticu la r  in te r e s t :

One hundred and s ix  thousand e igh t hundred and 
sev en ty -fiv e  acres and f i f t y  perches o f  land in  d iverse  
tr a c ts  a l l  patented to Eobert Morris ly in g  in  counties  
o f Northanqpton, Northumberland, and M iff lin  su b ject to  a 
contract fo r  con d ition a l s a le  o f  the same a t ten s h i l  ̂
l in g s  per acre L i t a l i c s  m inej. The payment to be made 
in  months from the day o f l a s t  or the lands to
remain the property o f  Eobert Morris. These being gen­
e r a lly  good lands and w e ll s itu a ted  w i l l  l ik e  the others 
in crease  annually in  value but fo r  the present they are 
estim ated a t the p rice  agreed th at i s  ten  s h i l l in g s  per 
acre—$142,498.

These lands are subject to  a mortgage to secure the 
payment o f  $93,000. The balance being $49,498. ^

This i s  the same land th at Morris had p rev iou sly  agreed 

to  s e l l  to  Talleyrand (see  Appendices E and F) . 44 Again Morris 

acknowledged Talleyrand's option on the land, but the mere fa c t

42 "A rticles o f  Agreement between Eobert Morris and James 
Biddle and W illiam B e l l ," March 18, 1797, Eobert Morris Business 
Papers, MSS B iv ., LC.

43 "A Schedule o f Property w ith in  the S tate  o f  Pennsyl­
vania between Eobert Morris and James Biddle and W illiam B e l l ," 
Eobert Morris Business Papers, MSS B iv ., Pa. H ist. S o c ., P h ila ­
delphia, Pa.

^^Eobert Morris to  Charles Maurice Talleyrand, O ffice o f  
the Eecorder o f  Beeds, Northumberland County Court House, Sun- 
bury, P a ., Deed Book K, pp. 3, 5.

te '." . '.
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he was a ssign in g  i t  to  the Pennsylvania Land Property Company 

im plied th at Morris had not rece ived  the money. Time was running 

out on the option  and, according to  the agreement, the t i t l e  to  

the land reverted  to  Morris i f  payment was not made.

This i s  p r e c ise ly  what happened. The period  elapsed  

w ithout Talleyrand's meeting the contract terms, and so Morris 

m aintained p o ssessio n . Talleyrand, th erefore, never com pletely  

acquired any land from Morris, or, fo r  th at m atter, from anybody 

in  America. He in v estig a ted  the land, planned to  buy, but de­

fa u lte d .

Further proof o f th is  i s  obtained by checking the dates 

on which the land deeds between Morris and Talleyrand were r e ­

corded. In Lewistown, Pennsylvania, the date i s  October 21,

1797; in  Sunbury, Pennsylvania, October 28, 1797; and in  Easton, 

Pennsylvania, November 7 , 1797. In  every case they are a fte r  

the designated e v ir a t io n  day, August 9, 1797. Obviously, the 

deeds do not have to  be recorded immediately a fte r  a s a le , but 

i t  i s  important to observe th at in  each instan ce not only are 

the deeds recorded but a lso  the a r t ic le s  o f  agreement are r e g is ­

tered  w ith  them. I t  would be superfluous to  record the condi­

tio n s  o f  sa le  i f  they had been s a t is f ie d ,  but i t  would be n eces­

sary to  record them i f  they were n o t. This in d ica te s  th at the  

deeds were in v a lid  s in ce  the conditions were not executed;
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consequently, the land t i t l e s  would be cleaned for  r e s e l l in g  by 

Morris.^®

Also, the court testim ony given by Eobert Morris a t h is  

bankruptcy t r ia l  in d icated  that Talleyrand balked in  completing 

the transaction . Under oath Morris accounted for  every business  

agreement he p a rtic ip a ted  in  during the 1790's. I t  i s  a sad 

story , f i l l e d  w ith  disappointments which eventually  culminated 

in  h is  f in a n c ia l ru in . He c ite d  various amounts o f business 

d ea ls , some la rg er , some sm aller, than the one n egotia ted  w ith  

Talleyrand, but he never mentioned s e l l in g  any land to  T alley-

Further evidence proving th at Talleyrand withdrew from 

h is  attempt to  specu late in  Pennsylvania lands i s  found in  the 

government's appraisal o f  Eobert Morris' property a fte r  bank­

ruptcy. Yery sy stem a tica lly , each entry in  Morris' "Ledger" i s  

f u l ly  examined, the value o f  the transaction  i s  c ite d , and then

45I f  Talleyrand had a ctu a lly  met the conditions o f sa le , 
i t  would have been necessary to record h is  name as grantor in  
subsequent sa le s  to  other buyers. In a d e ta iled  search o f the 
deed books lo ca ted  in  the court houses o f  Lewistown, Sunbury, 
and Easton, nowhere i s  Talleyrand l i s t e d  as a grantor. A ll  
three p laces merely r e fer  to him as a grantee and Morris the 
grantor; consequently, i f  he had purchased the land, what did he 
do w ith  it?  Obviously, he never reso ld  i t .

"The Testimony o f  Eobert Morris Given Before the Com­
m iss io n e rs ," Eobert Morris Business Papers, MSS D iv ., Pa. H ist. 
S o c ., P h iladelph ia , Pa.
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a n o ta tion  i s  made Indicating what amount o f the deal had been 

couple ted  and the balance that remained. The appraisal shows 

p r e c is e ly  what p rop erties s t i l l  belonged to  Morris and therefore  

could be considered an a sse t  in  evaluating M orris’ e s ta te . Of 

p a rticu la r  in te r e s t  i s  the explanation o f  Account 325 on page 

70:

Charles M. Talleyrand—stands charged $142,500.42  
amount o f Lands so ld  him. But the sa le  being con d ition a l, 
he revoked i t ;  and must be cred ited  to balance. ‘

These three simple words, "he revoked i t , " c la r ify  the en tire

question  and proves th at the sa le  was only a te n ta tiv e  one which

even tu a lly  co llap sed . Talleyrand did not become a last-m inute

sav ior  fo r  Morris nor did he amass a fortune by specu latin g  in

Pennsylvania lan d s.

Various authors have sta ted  th at Talleyrand p artic ip a ted  

in  numerous la n d ‘deals in  America. Most o f  th e ir  remarks are 

nebulous, never c it in g  exactly  where the lands were s itu a ted , 

the s iz e  o f  the purchase, or the dates o f  the transactions.^®  

Furthermore, they never explain  what he did w ith the lands he 

supposedly bought. In fa c t , Talleyrand’s stay  in  the United  

S tates i s  trea ted  s u p e r f ic ia lly . In an early  biography the

* "The Account o f  Eobert M o m s' P roperty," Account 325, 
Ledger C, F o lio  264, Eobert Morris Business Papers, IBS D iv ., LC.

^®Lacombe, op. c i t . ,  pp. 71, 75-87; Dodd, op. c i t . ,  pp.
335-49.
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author admits that she knew l i t t l e ,  i f  anything, about h is  tr ip .  

According to her, "The period o f M. De Talleyrand's l i f e  upon 

which we p ossess the few est documents i s  that o f h is  stay  in  

America. Nothing would be ea s ier  fo r  us, were we w ritin g  a 

romance, than to f i l l  up the h iatus by supposing events o f  which 

h is to r y  lea v es  us ignorant."^®

In most in stan ces biographers have follow ed her advice. 

Even Talleyrand's Memoirs deemphasized the v i s i t .  He a llo t te d  

i t  ten  pages in  h is  five-volum e work! Only two accounts o f  

T alleyrand's tra v e ls  in  America s p e c if ic a l ly  mention the ten ta­

t iv e  purchases made w ith Morris and both reach the wrong conclu­

sion . One says, "In February, 1797, a fter  Talleyrand had re­

turned to  France, Morris rece ived  $142,500.42 from him fo r
i 50106,875^ acres so ld ."  The statem ent i s  supported by c it in g

three sources, namely, Talleyrand1s observations on the proposed

sa le j Morris' in stru c tio n s  to  h is  son-in -law , James Marshall;

and the entry appearing in  Robert Morris' "Waste Book" on

February 8, 1797. The f i r s t  reference i s  ir re le v a n t sin ce

Talleyrand's observations were made p r io r  to the date o f  the

f in a l  agreement and therefore cannot be used to  prove a p o in t

^M. Catherinet de V illem arest, L ife  o f Prince T alley­
rand (London, 1834), I ,  113.

50Hu til and Pugh, op. c i t . ,  p . 22.
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that would have occurred la te r .  These observations merely imply 

that a s a le  i s  being considered; they do not confirm one. The 

other two documents l i s t e d  have already been explained. Both 

have been m isin terpreted  by the authors. Further in v e s tig a tio n , 

p a r tic u la r ly  in  M orris' "Ledger, n would I ave shown th at the con­

templated s a le  was d isso lv ed .

The second statement says simply, "Morris received  from 

Talleyrand $142,500.42 fo r  106 ,875g- acres. But the author

has leaned too h ea v ily  upon the e a r lie r  account and c i t e s  the
52same documents as proof. Her statem ent th erefore i s  lik ew ise  

d isq u a lif ie d .

®%urray, The Northumberland County H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty  
Proceedings, XX, 3TI

52Recent correspondence w ith  Miss Murray shows th a t she 
appears to be v a c il la t in g  on th is  p o in t. She ra ised  the ques­
t io n  as to whether or not the en tire  deal was ever ser io u s ly  in ­
tended to take p lace and suggested i t  was merely a paper trans­
action  to  b o ls te r  M orris' sagging fin an ces. I f  th is  were the 
plan, then a l o t  o f  paper was wasted on i t .  Murray to B aldrige, 
Sept. 30, 1960.

H ' - .
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CHAPTER VII 

A PINAL EFFORT

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  determine Talleyrand's im pressions o f  

the United S ta te s . Talleyrand's own opinions were contradictory, 

con tin u a lly  a ltern a tin g  between good and bad, and p ra isin g  some 

aspects w hile condemning others. His a tt itu d e  apparently de­

pended upon h is  f in a n c ia l s ta tu s a t  the tim e. When he praised  

the United S ta tes  and sa id , "America w i l l  one day be a great 

nation  and i s  today the w ise s t  and happiest on e a r th ," i t  was 

because he had recen tly  transacted a very promising business 

agreement. But i f  h is  luck changed and future prospects dimin­

ish ed , then he com pletely reversed h im self and b i t t e r ly  a ssa ile d  

the United S ta tes and declared th at he despised l i f e  here and 

wished to  return to  Europe. He remarked, "I arrived here f u l l  

of repugnance fo r  the new s ig h ts  which gen era lly  in te r e s t  tr a v e l­

l e r s .  I  f in d  i t  v e iy  d i f f i c u l t  to awaken in  m yself any cu rios-  
2

i t y ,  n or he attacked the government i t s e l f  and sa id , *

i4iacombe, op. c i t . ,  p . 82.
2

Talleyrand's Memoirs, I ,  175; Brinton, op. c i t . ,  pp.
90-91.
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"Representative government in  England tends to be more republi­

can w h ile  the one in  .America appears to fo llow  the l in e s  o f a

Some authors b e liev e  that the reason Talleyrand occa­

s io n a lly  appeared so an tagon istic  towards .America was that he 

d id  not understand i t .  One wrote; "Talleyrand, one o f the most 

in t e l l ig e n t  men o f h is  time, returned to  Europe w ithout having 

in  the l e a s t  understood the New World. . . .  He had found him­

s e l f  dwarfed, out o f h is  element, even somewhat r id icu lo u s, in
4th is  country th at he hoped to dazzle, in s tr u c t, and d ir e c t ."

This statem ent i s  obviously too strong. A man who mingled w ith  

the leaders o f American so c ie ty , who was recognized and received  

by Hamilton, Morris, Knox, Bingham, and other prominent Americans 

c er ta in ly  was not "dwarfed, out o f h is  elem ent." Furthermore, a 

mein who, le s s  than a year a fter  he arrived, predicted  that New 

York C ity would soon e c lip se  both Boston and Philadelphia in  

commerce and o v e r -a ll importance, was not one who "returned to  

Europe without having in  the le a s t  understood the New World." 

N otice how in t e l l ig e n t ly  Talleyrand based the above-mentioned

rand was smarting from Washington's r e fu sa l to see  him. "Talley­
rand in  London and America," The N ation, LII (Jan. 8, 1891), 27.

4Bernard Fay, The Revolutionary S p ir it  in  France and 
America (New York, 1927), p. 398.

Q
monarchy." ( I t a l ic s  m ine.)

Perhaps T alley-
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observation:

The c ity  which appears to  me to be the b est s i t u ­
ated  . . .  i s  New York. I t s  good and convenient harbor, 
which i s  never c lo sed  by ic e ,  i t s  cen tra l p o s it io n  to  
which large r iv e r s  bring the products o f  the whole coun­
try , appear to me to be d e c is iv e  advantages. P h ilad el­
phia i s  too buried in  the land. . . . Boston i s  too much 
a t  the extrem ity o f  the country, does n o t have enough 
flo u r , and has not a large  enough o u t le t  fo r  the com­
m od ities o f  the N est In d ies , except fo r  m olasses, fo r  
which i t  i s  th e most advantageous market. I t  i s  then 
New York which seems to  me to  be the 'true p lace  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f  a correspondence, which could double i t s  
a c t iv i t y  and i t s  u sefu ln ess by undertaking the same 
operations w ith  Prance or w ith  her is la n d s , supposing i t  
reta in ed  any co lo n ies  o f value.

A fter he returned to  France i t  appeared th at Talleyrand  

had forgotten  a l l  about the United S tates and i f  he did turn h is  

a tten tio n  in  th at d irec tio n , i t  was only to  take advantage o f
g

her and to  b e l i t t l e  her. Perhaps he was g e ttin g  revenge for  

the New World's fa ilu r e  to  be f in a n c ia lly  rewarding; perhaps he 

was appealing to French patriotism ; whatever the reason, h is  

o ste n sib le  treatment was one o f d isresp ec t. Underlying th is  out­

ward appearance, however, la y  a deep-seated in te r e s t  in  America's 

development. He continued to keep abreast o f  new opportunities  

and when he discovered p o te n tia l areas o f  investm ent he thor­

oughly in v estig a ted  them.

5Tal.leyrand to M essrs. Bourdieu, C holet, and Bourdieu, 
Jan. 15, 1795, Talleyrand Papers, MSS D iv ., LC, pp. 57-58.

g___
XYZ a f fa ir ,  se izu re  o f  American sh ip s.
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An example o f th is  can be seen in  the concern he shoved

in  the in fa n t du Pont industry. The du Ponts were personal

frien d s o f  Talleyrand, and the e ld er  du Pont had served w ith  him
7

on the advisory board o f  the Council o f  N otables. Although 

there i s  no evidence to in d ica te  th at Talleyrand v is i t e d  the 

o ld est son, V ictor, in  America, he very p o ss ib ly  could have 

e ith e r  in  Baltimore or in  Washington. Talleyrand, on h is  return  

to  Prance, did report concerning V ic to r 's  a c t iv i t i e s  to  the
g

fa th er, P ierre  Samuel du Pont de Nemours.

The du Ponts were ju s t  g e ttin g  th e ir  business s ta r ted  in  

America. They needed ca p ita l to  permit th e ir  munition fa c to r ie s  

to  survive the ea r ly  c r i t i c a l  years. They a lso  envisioned the 

p o s s ib i l i t y  o f enlarging th e ir  American enterprises by land
a

sp ecu la tion . Therefore, Talleyrand's serv ices  might la te r  

prove in valu ab le , for  not only had he amassed a fortune under 

Napoleon as Foreign M inister and f in a n c ia l adviser but he a lso  

had firsth a n d  knowledge o f  land sp ecu la tion  in  America. He

7
T alleyrand's Memoirs, I ,  1 .

O
E. I .  du Pont to  w ife , Sept. 20, 1796, Papers o f  E. I .  

du Pont, The Henry Francis du Pont o f  Winterthur C o llectio n  o f  
Manuscripts, New ELeutherian M ills  H is to r ic a l Library, Wilming­
ton, B el. H ereafter c ite d  as Winterthur C ollection .

a
Saymond F. B etts , "Preliminary Report on the Talleyrand  

Loan o f  1807," Winterthur C ollection , Typed MS (Nov. 20, 1959), 
p . 5j du Pont de Nemours to  Bidermann, Bee. 1 , 1800, Winterthur 
C o llectio n .
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could supply money as w e ll as advice* recommendations* and in tro ­

ductions to .American landowners. Throughout 1805 and 1806 the

e ld er  du Pont corresponded w ith Talleyrand about the p o s s ib i l i -
10t i e s  o f  a monetary loan . Finally* i t  was agreed th at T alley­

rand would grant 200,000 francs, repayable in  annual in s t a l l -
11ments o f  30,000 francs a t the in te r e s t  ra te  o f  9 per cen t.

Unfortunately, plains fo r  th is  i n i t i a l  loan  m iscarried. 

Talleyrand had been in  Sermany and Poland during the time o f  the 

n eg o tia tio n s and when he returned to P aris he was out o f  o f f ic e .  

Du Pont thought that th is  meant the end o f the n eg o tia tion s and 

dropped the id ea . But Talleyrand, d esp ite  h is  p o l i t i c a l  v i c i s ­

s itu d es , was s t i l l  in ter e sted  in  f in a n c ia l operations and so
12se ized  the in i t ia t iv e  and approached du Pont about the loan.

2er fu rther n eg o tia tio n s, another agreement was arranged 

reby Talleyrand le n t  du Pont 200,000 francs a t 5 per cent 

semi annual in te r e s t .  The f i r s t  note was due in  June, 1808, and 

the l a s t  on December 31, 1813. The Swiss banker Bidermann was 

commissioned to  handle the transaction  and Jean V ictor Auguste

10V ictor du Pont to Peter Bauduy, Aug. 31, 1805, Winter­
thur C o llection ; Talleyrand to £ . I .  du Pont, Kay 17, 1806, Long- 
wood C o llec tio n , New ELeutherian M ills  H is to r ic a l Library, Wil­
mington, D el. H ereafter c ite d  as Longwood C o llectio n .

11Talleyrand to  E. I .  du Pont, Oct. 9, 1806, Longwood 
C o llec tio n .

12B etts , op. c i t . ,  p . 6.
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M enestrier was appointed Talleyrand's personal agent in
13America. His job was to c o l le c t  the money on the sp e c if ie d  

dates and see  th at i t  was properly cred ited  to  Talleyrand's 

account.

U nfortunately, the du Ponts had d i f f ic u lt y  repaying the 

loan, and, in  fa c t ,  fa i le d  to meet the in te r e s t  payments. Their 

f in a n c ia l p o s it io n  became very precarious, even to the verge o f  

bankruptcy. The father complained:

Hr. de Menes tr ie r  can put me in  prison  in  a month 
fo r  3000 francs. He has my notes and I  have no money.

He can have me inq>:risoned a t the end o f  every s ix  
months from now t i l l  the end of December, 1813, for  
2,500 francs each time.

. . .  I f  a l l  these good people do not send me to  
p rison , they can order the sa le  o f  my furn iture and my 
books.

Mr. M enestrier can have my fu rn itu re so ld  in  two 
months qu ite  apart from the n otes, because I  have not 
explained to him the im p o ss ib ility  o f arranging a mort­
gage in  the United States to p ro tect h is  money.

I  think I  am sa fe  where M enestrier i s  concerned be­
cause o f the fr iendsh ip  o f h is  protector and mine 
[ Talleyrand]—who i s  not immortal, however, and whose 
death would expose me to probable imprisonment.

Talleyrand continued to  permit them to d efau lt w ithout sta rtin g  

any le g a l  s u i t .  But when the elder du Pont died (1817), T alley­

rand took action . He engaged the New York banking firm  o f

13Talleyrand to E. I .  du Pont, Dec. 25, 1807, Longwood 
C ollection ; Talleyrand to E. I .  du Pont, Dec. 31, 1807, H inter- 
thur C ollection .

14Du Pont de Nemours to  E. I .  du Pont, undated, Winter^ 
thur C o llection .

ifefev,:;'., V ,
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Le Roy, Bayard, and Company to  rep lace M enestrier and authorized  

them to  c o l le c t  the money.

Immediately they wrote to  ELeuth&re Irdn£e du Pont:

We have the honor o f handing you enclosed  a l e t t e r  
addressed to  y o u rse lf and to  your brother by Monseigneur 
Le Prince de Talleyrand who has in stru c ted  us to  rece iv e  
from y c . the value o f 100,000 fran cs, p r in c ip a l, and in ­
te r e s t  due thereon, which he advanced in  1807 to  the la t e  
Mr. du Pont de Nemours, your fa th er . W ill you be so good 
as to inform us what arrangements i t  w i l l  be agreeable to  
you to  make fo r  the adjustment o f  th is  b u sin ess .1®

The brothers pleaded fo r  more tim e. In a rep ly  to  Le Roy, 

Bayard, and Company, Ir£n£e acknowledged the debt as outstanding  

but begged fo r  postponement because o f  present business hard­

sh ip s. As he explained, one o f  the munitions fa c to r ie s  had ex­

perienced a tra g ic  explosion  in  the spring o f  1818, which co st  

the company between th ir ty  and th ir t y - f iv e  thousand d o llars and

the in terru p tion  o f work fo r  s ix  months. He requested th erefore
16th at he be allowed ten years in  which to repay the debt. 

Talleyrand’s answer was d ir e c t and b u sin ess lik e , but contained  

evidence o f  the personal fr ien d sh ip  th at he s t i l l  held  fo r  the 

fam ily:

The term o f ten years seems a long time to  ask for  
the repayment o f the hundred thousand francs I  le n t  to

15Le Roy, Bayard, and Co. to  £ . I .  du Pont, Feb. 26,
1818, Winterthur C o llection .

16E. I .  du Pont to  Le Roy, Bayard, and Co., Feb. 12,
1819, Winterthur C ollection .
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your Father, but my memories o f  the worthy Mr. du Pont 
and the considerations th at I  have and s h a ll  always be 
disposed to  have fo r  h is  fam ily urge me to  accept your 
p rop osition s; I  am therefore w ritin g  to  MM. Le Roy and 
Bayard to arrange w ith you fo r  d e f in ite  dates fo r  the 
y ea rly  payment—both o f  the p art o f  the c a p ita l th at i s  
to  be paid  and fo r  the in t e r e s t  current and in  arrears.
I  am sending those gentlemen my authorization  to  tre a t  
on th a t new b a s is . I  hope you w i l l  r e a l iz e ,  S ir , from 
ny w illin g n e ss  to  do what best, s u it s  you, th at I  f e e l  a 
r e a l in te r e s t  in  you and a d esire  to contribute to the 
success o f your e sta b lish m en t.^

During the 1820's Talleyrand begem to rece ive  payment 

for  the loan. I t  appeared th a t f in a l ly  h is  investm ents in  

America were to  be su ccessfu l. But suddenly the payments ceased  

and the en tire  question o f th e du Pont debt was reopened. 

Talleyrand complained that the brothers had defau lted  on th e ir  

in sta llm en ts . Irdhee, on the other hand, rep lied  th at they had 

been co n scien tiou sly  meeting th e ir  o b lig a tio n  in  f u l l .  As he 

explained!

The debt th at my Father contracted w ith Prince 
Talleyrand was liq u id a ted  by me and s e t t le d  in  1819 w ith  
M essrs. Le Roy, Bayard, and Company, agents fo r  Mr. de 
Talleyrand, for  the sum o f $ 3 4 ,1 1 8 .7 2  i n c l u d in g  in te r e s t .
For th is  sum I  gave Messrs. Le Roy, Bayard, and Company 
e ig h t bonds, . . . , the f i r s t  seven fo r  $4300, payable 
each year from May 1822 u n t i l  1828, and the la s t  fo r  
$4018.72 payable in  1829. The f i r s t  f iv e  o f  these notes  
were paid  when they became due and there s t i l l  remained 
fo r  me to  pay—May, 1827—$4,200, May 1828, $4,300, and 
May, 1829,—$4018.72.18

17Talleyrand to  E. I .  du Pont, June 21, 1819, Winterthur 
C o llectio n .

18E. I .  du Pont to  Mr. Durant de M areuil, Consul General 
o f France, Washington C ity, Jan. 22, 1827, Winterthur C o llection .
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Ir&x^e went on to  imply th a t perhaps Messrs. Le Roy, Bayard, and 

Company were using the payments w ithout cred itin g  them to T alley­

rand's account. He requested an in v e s tig a tio n  o f  the company.

Unfortunately, the en tire  matter was fu rther com plicated  

by the untim ely death o f  V ictor du Pont on January 30, 1827. 

Whether Talleyrand continued n egotia tion s w ith  Ir£n .6e cannot be 

determined. A fter th is  date l e t t e r s  referr in g  to  the loan are 

n on ex isten t. The in te g r ity  o f  Le Hoy, Bayard, and Company was 

never subsequently challenged and the accusation  apparently was 

dropped. There i s  a lso  the p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t Talleyrand merely 

reported the nonpayment in  order th at he might obtain more money. 

This seems u n lik e ly , however, s in ce  i t  i s  obvious that T alley­

rand had a strong admiration for  the fam ily and would go out o f  

h is  way to  accommodate them. A lso, h is  own fin a n c ia l s ta tu s  a t  

the time did not n e c e ss ita te  such action .

The f in a n c ia l returns from America d id  not prove to  be 

p a r tic u la r ly  rewarding to  Talleyrand. He had tr ie d  specu lating  

in  lands in  Maine, New York, the D is tr ic t  o f  Columbia, and Penn­

sy lv a n ia . In each in stan ce  he e ith er  fa i le d  to  come to  terms or 

d efau lted  a fte r  the agreement had been reached. The attempt to  

in v e s t  in  America's fu ture through the du Ponts a lso  proved 

r e la t iv e ly  f r u i t le s s .  Although Talleyrand r ea lize d  the r ich  

p o te n t ia l th at America represented, h is  ad ro it s k i l l  f a i le d  to
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develop any personal returns in  the New World. His fortune and 

fame were to  be made in  Europe. But cer ta in ly  through the c ir ­

cu la tion  o f  h is  keen observations and an a ly sis  o f  .America's 

economy, inform ation was made more w idely ava ilab le  about the 

United S tates in  the la s t  decade o f the eighteenth and the f i r s t  

part o f  the nineteenth  century. Furthermore, the a stu te  in s ig h t  

th at he depicted in  such b r i l l ia n t  and thorough observations as 

"Letter on the Eastern Part o f  America, 55 "Letter on the Northern 

Part o f  New York," "Memoir on Investments in  Land in  America," 

and "Observations on Speculation in  Lands in  the United S ta tes  

o f America" provided a valuab le economic guide not only to  the  

p rosp ective  s e t t le r  but a lso  to  American and European in v esto rs , 

both actual and p o ten tia l. These accounts added p ertin en t in fo r ­

mation necessary fo r  an o v e r -a ll  understanding o f the land s i t u ­

a tion , and, consequently, through th e ir  dissem ination among 

bankers and p o ten tia l in v esto rs , they aided region al development 

throughout the United S ta tes by fo s te r in g  s ta b i l i ty  and economic 

stren gth . They served as a check l i s t  not only for the s p e c if ic  

lands mentioned but a lso  fo r  every area under consideration . 

T alleyrand's in flu en ce  on land development guided the s e t t le r  

and perm itted him to achieve rapid development w ith m In-i truth r is k .

C ertain ly  Talleyrand's contribution  to  America was much 

more p o s it iv e  than that o f  serving as in sp ira tio n  for  the slogan,
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"M illions fo r  defense but not one cent fo r  tr ib u te ."  Aside fram- 

the general inform ative help offered  by h is  land prospectuses, 

Talleyrand1 a a c t iv i t i e s  in  America had d ir e c t r e s u lt s .  For ex­

ample, they perm itted Robert Morris to  postpone bankruptcy fo r  a 

few months, aided the development o f  the du Pont company, and 

served as an exaaple to other refugees on how to adjust to l i f e  

in  th e ir  new environment.

D espite Talleyrand’s fa i lu r e  to purchase land in  the 

United S ta tes  and to  p a r tic ip a te  d ir e c t ly  in  i t s  ex p lo ita tio n , 

h is  presence in  the New World d ir e c t ly  a ffe c te d  th e’l iv e s  o f  

those he met. Such men as W illiam Bingham, Alexander Hamilton, 

and Robert Morris enjoyed the b en e fits  o f h is  p enetratin g  obser­

v a tio n s. In retro sp ect, h is  fa ilu r e  to in vo lve  h im self per­

so n a lly  w ith  any s p e c if ic  area may have broadened h is  in flu en ce  

and e f f e c t ,  s in ce  i t  perm itted more Americans to have contacts  

w ith him and to read h is  keen appraisal o f  th e ir  world. Further­

more, had Talleyrand purchased land and become involved  economi­

c a l ly  in  a s p e c if ic  area o f the United S ta te s , h is  la te r  p o licy  

towards the New World might w e ll have been changed. I t  i s  pos­

s ib le  th a t the concern he showed in  correctin g  the misunder­

standings caused by the unfortunate XYZ a f f a ir  and the fr ien d­

ship he r e f le c te d  in  granting generous terms to  the United  

S ta tes  in  the s a le  o f  Louisiana might have been rep laced by an
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in te r e s t  in  t e r r i t o r ia l  aggrandizement for  h im self and France.

Although in  retro sp ect Talleyrand's ro le  as Foreign  

M inister under the D irectory, adviser to  the Enperor Napoleon, 

and French rep resen tative  a t the Congress o f Vienna overshadows 

the years spent in  the United S ta tes, h is  remarkable ta le n ts , 

high in te l l ig e n c e , and keen in s ig h t  were already evident in  th is  

e a r lie r  period. America served as a te s t in g  area fo r  these  

q u a lit ie s  before Talleyrand faced the more experienced diplomats 

o f Europe.
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F R O M :

R O B E R T  M O R R I S  #

A R T I C L E S  O F  A G R E E M E N T  #

W I T H :  . #

C H A R L E S  M A U R I C E  T A L L E Y R A N D  #
P E R R I G O R D

#

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  R o b e r t  M o r r i s  h a t h  s o l d  t o  t h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  
T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  o n e  h u n d r e d ,  s i x  t h o u s a n d ,  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y -
f i v e  AND F I F T Y  P E R C H E S  OF L A N D ,  S I T U A T E  L Y I N G  AND B E I N G  I N THE S T A T E  OF
P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  i n  c e r t a i n  p a t e n t s  
G R A N T E D  BY T HE  COMMONWEALTH OF P E N N S Y L V A N I A  TO J E R E M I A H  P A R K E R ,  TO W I L L I A M  
C a t h c a r t  a n d  t o  W i l l i a m  Ha r r i s o n ,  a n d  i n  c e r t a i n  D e e d  o f  c o n v e y a n c e  f r o m  
t h e  J e r e m i a h  P a r k e r ,  W i l l i a m  H a r r i s o n ,  a n d  W i l l i a m  C a t h c a r t  t o  t h e  R o b e r t  
Mo r r i s ,  a n d  i n  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  P a t e n t s  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  R o b e r t  Mo r r i s  b y  t h e  
C o m m o n w e a l t h  a n d  c e r t a i n  D e e d s  e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  R o b e r t  Mo r r i s  a n d  Ma r y ,  h i s  
w i f e , t o  t h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  Ma u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  o f  w h i c h  P a t e n t  
C e r t i f i e d  E x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  R o l l s  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d

ALL OF WH I C H  D E E D S  AND C O N V E Y A N C E S  N O T A R I A L  C O P I E S  ARE NOW D E L I V E R E D  TO
t h e - s a i d  C h a r l e s  Ma u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d  a g r e e a b l y  t o  a s c h e d u l e  h e r e t o

ANNE XE D AND ALL THE O R I G I N A L  P A T E N T S  AND D E E D S  B E I N G  NOW D E P O S I T E D  IN THE  
HANDS OF J ’OHN D A V I S ,  E s Q U I R E ,  C O M P T R O L L E R  OF THE T R E A S U R Y  OF THE U N I T E D  
S t a t e s  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d  h a v i n g
P U R C H A S E D  T HE  S A I D  ONE H UNDR E D,  S I X  T H O U S A N D ,  E I G H T  HUNDRED AND S E V E N T Y -  
F I V E  A C R E S ,  F I F T Y  P E R C H E S  OF LAND HATH AGRE ED TO PAY THE S A I D  R O B E R T
M o r r i s  f o r  t h e  s a m e ,  a f t e r  t h e  R a t e  o f  O n e  M e x i c a n  D o l l a r  a n d  o n e - t h i r d  
o f  a  D o l l a r  p e r  a c r e ,  T h e  s a i d  P u r c h a s e  M o n e y  t o  b e  p a i d  b y  t h e  s a i d  
C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d  t o  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,  h i s  E x e c u ­
t o r s ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o r  A s s i g n s  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  o n  o r  b e f o r e  
t h e  n i n t h  d a y  o f  A u g u s t ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  y e a r  o n e  t h o u s a n d  s e v e n  
HUNDRED AND N I N E T Y - S E V E N ,  NOV/ ' ,  T H E R E F O R E  I T  I S  A G R E E D ,  AS F O L L O WS !

F I R S T :  T h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s  a g r e e s  u p o n  t h e  R e c e i p t  o f  t h e
w h o l e  o f  t h e  P u r c h a s e  Mo n e y  a f o r e s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e  P a t e n t s  a n d  D e e d s  o f  
C o n v e y a n c e  a b o v e  r e f e r r e d  t o  f o r  t h e  s a i d  o n e  h u n d r e d  s i x  t h o u s a n d , e i g h t

HUNDRED AND S E V E N T Y - F I V E  A C R E S ,  F I F T Y  P E R C H E S  OF LAND S H AL L  BE D E L I V E R E D
u p  b y  t h e  J o h n  D a v i s  t o  t h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  Ma u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  h i s  
H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s  a n d  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  Mo r r i s ,  a l s o  c o v e n a n t s  a n d  a g r e e s  
TO E X E C U T E  AND ACKNOWLEDGE SUCH F U R T H E R  D E E D  OR D, EEDS OF C O N ' . E Y AN C E  AS 
MAY BE N E C E S S A R Y  OR AS THE S A I D  C H A R L E S  MA U R I C E  T A L L E Y R A N D  P E R I G O R D ,  H I S
H e i r s  o r  A s s i g n s ,  o r  h i s  o r  t h e i r  C o u n s e l  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  L aw s h a l l  o r  m a y

R E A S O N A B L Y  D E V I S E ,  A D V I S E ,  OR R E Q U I R E  FOR THE V E S T I N G  A C OMP L E T E  T I T L E  IN
F e e  S i m p l e ,  o f ,  i n ,  a n d  t o  t h e  s a i d  o n e  h u n d r e d  s i x  t h o u s a n d ,  e i g h t

HUNDRED AND S E V E N T Y - F I V E  A C R E S ,  F I F T Y  P E R C H E S  OF LAND IN T HE  S A I D  C H A R L E S  
Ma u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,

S E C O N D ) :  B u t  i N t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  a n d  u n t i l  P a y m e n t  o f  s a i d
P u r c h a s e  Mo n e y  o f  t h e  s a i d  P a t e n t  a n d  D e e d s  o f  C o n v e y a n c e  s h a l l  b e  d e p o s ­
i t e d  a s  a n  E s c r o w ,  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  s a i d  J o h n  D a v i s ,  E s q .  

a n d  i n  d e f a u l t  o f  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  s a i d  P u r c h a s e  Mo n b y  o n  t h e  s a i d  n i n t h

DAY OF A UGU8 T ONE T HOUS AND S E V E N  HUNDRED AND N I N E T Y - S E V E N ,  T HE  S A I D  "

P a t e n t s  a n d  D e e d s  s h a l l  b e  r e d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,  h i s  
. H e i r s  o r  A s s i g n s  a n d  a n y  D e e d  o r  D e e d s  e x e c u t e d  o r  t o  b e  e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  

|  , 8 a , i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s  t o  T h E  s a i d  C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r T g o r d ,  t o
jh a b c' e  n . C;ii t s  r'.:; :-V ■ >-)
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A R T I C L E S  O F  A G R E E M E N T  _  I N D E N T E D  -  
M a d e  2 4 t h  d a y  o f  M a y ,  1 7 9 6 .

B E T W E E N  C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d
P e r i g o r d ,  n o w  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e i __
P H I A  AND BOUND ON A VOYAGE ON A VOYAGE
t o  E u r o p e ,  o f  t h e  o n e  p a r t  a n d  R o b e r t  
Mo r r i s , o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  E s q

OF T HE  OTHER P A R T ,
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T H I R D :  I t  i s  m u t u a l l y  a g r e e d  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d  b e t w e e n  t h e
P A R T I E S ,  H E R E T O ,  T H A T  T HE  S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S ,  S H A L L  BE AT L I B E R T Y  TO  
P L E D G E  T H E  S A I D  ONE H UN DR ED  S I X  T H O U S A N D ,  E I G H T  HUNDRED AND S E V E N T Y -  
F I V E  A C R E S ,  F I F T Y  P E R C H E S  OF L A N D  OR ANY P A R T  T H E R E O F ,  T O G E T H E R  W I T H
t h e  A r t i c l e s  o f  A g r e e m e n t ,  i n  s e c u r i t y  f o r  a n y  L o a n  o r  L o a n s  o f  Mo n e y  
o r  P r o p e r t y  h e  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e r e i n  a t  a n y  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  
p e r i o d  f i x e d  o n  f o r  P a y m e n t  o f  t h e  P u r c h a s e  Mo n e y  a s  a f o r e s a i d ,

P R O V I D E D ,  I t  b e  d o n e  o n  s u c h  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
D e e d s  a n d  P a t e n t s ,  a l l  e v i d e n c e  o f  T i t l e  t o  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  l a n d  b e  a n d
C O N T I N U E  I N  THE HANDS AND P O S S E S S I O N  OF T HE S A I D  JOHN D a V I S  OR H I S
s u c c e s s o r  i n  O f f i c e  r e a d y  t o  b e  d e l i v e r e d  u p  t o  t h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  Ma u r i c e  
T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  h i s  H e i r s ,  E x e c u t o r s ,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  o r  A s s i g n s

ON P A Y M E N T  BY H I M  OR T H E M  OF T H E  P U R C H A S E  MONEY AT THE T I M E  S T I P U L A T E D  
F O R  T H E  SAME I N  T H I S  A G R E E M E N T  AND J O H N  D A V I S  T H E  D E P O S I T A R Y  OF THE
s a i d  D e e d s  a n d  P a t e n t s  a s  a f o r e s a i d  o r  h i s  S u c c e s s o r  i n  O f f i c e  i s  h e r e b y

A U T H O R I Z E D  AND R E Q U I R E D  ON H i s  P A R T  T O DO WHAT  MAY BE N E C E S S A R Y  T O  C A R R Y
t h i s  A r t i c l e  i n t o  e f f e c t  a g r e e a b l y  t o  i t s  t r u e  i n t e n t  a n d  m e a n i n g  i f

R E Q U I R E D  T H E R E T O  BY T H E  S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S  OR T H E  S A I D  C H A R L E S  M A U R I C E
T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d  a n d  i f  t h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  Ma u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d

S H A L L  O M I T  TO A N N OU NC E  H I S  R E L I N Q U I S H M E N T  OF T H I S  C O N T R A C T  ON T H E  N I N T H  
D AY OF A U G U S T ,  ONE T H O U S A N D  S E V E N  H UN DR ED  AND N I N E T Y - S E V E N ,  I N  SUCH C AS E  
H I S  O M I S S I O N  OR S l L E N C E  SO TO D O ,  S H A L L  R E N D E R  T H I S  C O N T R A C T  E N T I R E L Y  
N U L L  AND V O I D  B E T WE E N  T H E  P A R T I E S

A N D  T h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s  d o t h  c o v e n a n t  a n d  p r o m i s e  t o  a n d
' WI TH T H E  S A I D  C H A R L E S  M A U R I C E  T A L L E Y R A N D  P E R I G O R D  T H A T  HE T H E  S A I D
R o b e r t  Mo r r i s ,  h a t h  n o t  d o n e  n o r  w i l l  n o t  d o  o r  c a u s e  t o  b e  d o m e  a n y  
A c t ,  D e e d ,  Ma t t e r  o r  T h i n g  w h a t e v e r ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  o r  w h i c h  m a y  o r  s h a l l  
I N  ANY m a n n e r ,  d e f e a t ,  d i s a p p o i n t  o r  a v o i d  t h e  t r u e  i n t e n t  a n d  m e a n i n g  
o f  t h e s e  A r t i c l e s .

I N  W I T N E S S ,  W H E R E O F ,  T h e  s a i d  P a r t i e s  t o  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s  h a v e  
i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y  s e t  t h e i r  h a n d s  a n d  s e a l s  a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h e  d a y  a n d  
y e a r  a b o v e  w r i t t e n .

C H A R L E S  M A U R I C E  T A L L E Y R A N D  P E R I G O R D  ( S E A L )  
R O B E R T  M O R R I S  ( S E A L )

S e a l e d  a n d  D e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  P r e s e n c e , o f  u s

P E T E R  L O H R D  
G A R R E T T  C O T T R I N G E R

R e c o r d e d ,  T h e  28 t h  d a y  o f  O c t o b e r ,  17 97 *  

R e c o r d e r :  J .  S i m p s o n ,  R .

...............
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STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

N O R T H U M B E R L A N D  C O U N T Y ,  SS:

i,- L E S T E R  A L B R I G H T .Recorder of Deeds, Etc., in and for

said County and State, do hereby certify th at the foregoing is a true and correct copy

of the record o f. D E E D

F R O M :

R O B E R T  M O R R I S

A R T I C L E S  O F  A G R E E M E N T

WITH:

C H A R L E S  M A U R I C E  T A L L E Y R A N D  P E R I G O R D

so full and entire as the sam e remains of record in the Recorder's O ffice in and for said

P Ai mf./ m wvui $ \ y  if 1. D E E D  B n n k  N n  I v Page.

. .  V*--.

521

31 tt ©rutiuumn HMwrtftif, I have hereunto set my 

hand and official seal a t  Sunbury, Pennsylvania, 

th k 2 1 3T________ day nf  S e p t e mber

Recorder of D ee
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APPENDIX C

Bobert Morris, Esq.) This Indenture made this Twenty-Fourth Day of
To ) May in the year One Thousand Seven Hundred and

John Davis ) Ninety-Six .between Bobert Morris of the City of
Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania of 

the one part and John Davis Comptroller of the Treasury of the United 
States of the other part. '.Vitnesseth in manner following to wit:

Whereas in conformity to a report made by the Commissioners appointed 
for settling accounts depending between the United States under the 
old Confederation and certain individuals sundry balances appear to 
be due from Willing Morris and Company, John Boss and the said Bobert 
Morris, unto the United States amounting to the sura of Ninety-Three 
Thousand Three Hundred and Twelve Dollars Seventy Cents on the Ninth 
Day of February last past, and bearing Interest from that day aft^r the 
rate of six per cent per annum, which said sum of Ninety Three Thousand 
Three Hundred and Twelve Dollars and Seventy Cents and Interest as 
aforesaid the said Bobert Morris has promised and agreed well and truly 
to pay or cause to be paid one half on or before the expiration of 
eighteen months from the said Ninth Day of February in the year now 
current and the remaining half on or before the expiration of three 
years from the said Ninth Day of February, in the said year unto the 
said United States as will fully appear by reference to two bonds of 
the Bobert Morris bearing date with these presents payable to the said 
United States and whereas for further assuring the payment of the said 
sum of money and interest as aforesaid the said Bobert Morris hath agreed 
to charge there with one hundredland six thousand eight hundred and 
seventy five acres and fifty perches of land. Situate in the State of 
Pennsylvania to wit fifty two thousand five hundred and four acres and 
seventy tx%ro perches part thereof and fifty four thousand three hundred 
and seventy acres ninety eight perches the residue thereof more 
particularly described in two several deeds bearing even date with these 
presents by the said Bobert Morris and Mary his wife unto a certain

' Charles Maurice Tally and Perigord as by reference thereunto will more
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at large appear, which deeds have been delivered unto the said John 
Davis as Escrov;s to take effect upon the performance of certain 
conditions contained in certain articles of agreement bearing the same 
date between the said Hobert Norris and the said Charles Maurice 
Tallfiy'and Perigord as by reference to the sane m i l  also fully appear.

Now this indenture witnesseth thet the said Hobert Norris in hand 
paid by the United States aforesaid the receipt whereof he doth hereby 
acknowledge, and for securing unto the said United States the payment 
of the said sum of Ninety-Three Thousand ThreeHundred and Twelve Dollars 
and Seventy Cents the amount of the balances aforesaid with interest 
from the Ninth Day of February in the year One Thoussaid Seven Hundred 
and Ninety Six after the rate of Six per centum per annum, and for and 
in consideration of the covenants herein expressed hath granted, bargained, 
and sold, aliened, released and confirmed, and by these presents doth 
grant, bargain and sell, alien, release and confirm unto the said John 
Davis Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States a foresaid, and 
his successors for the use of the said United States all the said one 
hundi’ed and six thousand eight hundred and seventy five acres and fifty 
perches of land, situate in the sa.ld State of Pennsylvania, with the 
appurtenances.

To have and to hold the said hereby granted premises and the 
appurtenances unto him the said John Davis Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the United States.and his successors in office for the use of the 
said United States with power to sell and convey the same in fee to the 
purchaser or purchasers thereof or of any part thereof.

Provided always that if the said Hobert Morris his heirs, executors 
or administrators, shallpav or cause to be paid to the Treasurer of the 
said United States the said sum of Ninety Three Thousand Three Hundred 
and Twelve Dollars and Seventy Cents one moiety on or before the Ninth 
Day of August in the year One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety Seven, 
and the ether moiety on or before the Ninth Day of February in the year 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety- Nine with interest on the whole 
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sum as aforesaid from the said Ninth Day of February last past then 
this indenture and every part and parcel thereof shall be null and void, 
and moreover the said Ho'oert Korris for himself and his heirs doth 
covenant and agree with the said John Davis Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the said United States and his successors that if the conditions of 
the said several deeds to Charles Maurice Tally and Perigord shall be 
duly performed and in consequence thereof the said deeds shall be delivered 
unto him the said Charles Maurice Tallyman! Perigord by the said John 
Davis, or his successors, it shall be lawinl for the sa^d John Davis 
cr his successors as aforesaid to apply to the use of the United Btates 
aforesaid so much of the money to be paid by the said Charles Maurice 
Tally and Perigord his heirs or assigns as will satisfy and discharge 
one moiety of the said sum of Ninety Three Thousand Three Hundred and 
Twelve Dollars and Seventy Cents and interest thereon as aforesaid, and 
the said John Davis or his successors in office as aforesaid shall pay 
to the said Bobert Korris his executors, or administrators the residue 
of the money received from the said Charles Maurice Tally and Perigord 
or his heirs- Provided the said Bobert Morris his executors or 
administrators, shall give security satisfactory to the Secretary or 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United dtates for the time being for 
the punctual payment of the other moiety then remaining due of the said 
sum of Ninety Three Thousand Three Hundred and Twelve Dollars, °eventy 
Cents and interest as aforesaid.

In witness whereof the parties to these presents have hereunto set 
'their respective hands and seals the day & year first above written.
Signed, sealed & delivered 
in the presence of us
Bufus King Bob. Korris (S.S.)
Tho. Pike Sathv J. N. Davis (S.S. )

On the First Day of June A. D, 1796 before me the subscriber one 
of the Associate Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for the County of 
Philadelphia, came the above named Bobert Morris and in due form of 
law acknowledged the above written Indenture to be his act and deed and 
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desired the same may be recorded as such.
Witness my hand and seal.

K. Reynold Keen (S.R.)

Recorded the 7th of November 1797.
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B t a t e  n i  & 4 « s u l t m n i a  |-  > Ba
(fm intg o f  Sfortijamiiton }

3J,------^: ■ r-̂ ~̂ "— — — Z'z.'t::---------------------------- , Recorder of Deeds, in and

for said County, do hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct Copy of the— —deeded:______ as recorded in

U'- - Cl Book.. _D . . Vol.____2_____ Page____2 2  to fu ll and entire as the same remains of
Record in said Ofpce.

S tt (SpfitimOttg I2if?rPof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Office a t Easton,

this 2 0 t h .____________day 0jr liovcj'nbcr A . D. i p 62

f) /y n )
R t c o r d t r

SEAL

By---------------------------------------
D cpilj
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APPENDIX E

D E E D

R OBERT M O R R I S ,  ET  U X .

To
CHARLES MAURI CE

OF T H E  ONE P A R T ,  
R E S I D I N G  I N T H E

T AL L E Y RA N D  
PER IGORD

JLir

11fr

D A Y
O n e  
S ! X

T H I S  
o f  M a y ,  i n  t h e  
T h o u s a n d  s e v e n

I N D E N T U R E ,  m a d e
Y E A R  OF 
HUNDRED

T H I S  2 4 - t h .  
O u r  L o r d ,
A ND N I N E T Y -

AND
SAID

CHARLES 
C i t y  o f

B ET WE E N,  RC3 ERT  M O R R I S ,  o f  t h e  
ir C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  E s q . ,  a n d  MARY,  h i s  w i f e .  
MAURI CE T A L L E Y R A N D  P E R I G O R D ,  a t  p r e s e n t  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t .

W I T N E S S E T H ,  T h a t  f o r  a n d  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u m  o f  
T w e n t y - s e v e n  T h o u s a n d  O n e  H u n d r e d  a n d  E i g h t y - f i v e  P o u n d s ,  F i v e  S h i l l i n g s  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  C u r r e n c y ,  t o  t h e  R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,  i n  h a n d  p a i d  b y  t h e  s a i d  
C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f ,  o r  b e f o r e  t h e
E X E C U T I O N  OF T H E S E  P R E S E N T S ,  T H E  R E C E I P T  WH E R E O F  I S  H E R E B Y  A C K N O W L E D G E D ,  
T h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s , a n d  Ma r y  h i s  w i f e ,  h a v e  g r a n t e d ,  b a r g a i n e d ,  a n d  
s o l d ,  a l i e n e d , r e l e a s e d , e n f e o f f e d  a n d  c o n f i r m e d , A n d  b y  t h e s e  P r e s e n t s

DO G R A N T ,  B A R G A I N  A ND S E L L ,  A L I E N ,  R E L E A S E ,  E N F E O F F ,  AND C O N F I R M  U N T O  
t h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  Ma u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  h i s  h e i r s  a n d  a s s i g n s .

ALL  THOSE T R A C T S ,  p i e c e s ,  o r  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  f o l l o w i n g ,  
t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  A L L ,  t h o s  f o u r t e e n  t r a c t s ,  p i e c e s  o r  p a r c e l s  OF L A N D  
S I T U A T E ,  L i ' I N G  A ND B E I N G  i l l  B A L D  E a G L E  T O W N S H I P  I N  T H E  C O U N T Y  OF M I F F L I N  
a n d  S t a t e  c f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  S i x  T h o u s a n d  a n d  O n e  A c r e s  a n d  
O n e  H u n d r e d  f o u r t e e n  P e r c h e s  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  b e  t h e  s a m e  m o r e  o r  l e s s ,  
a n d  a l l o w a n c e  o f  S i x  P e r c e n t  f o r  R o a d s ,  E t c .  w h i c h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  P e n n ­
s y l v a n i a  g r a n t e d  t o  W i l l i a m  H a r r i s o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  b y  
f o u r t e e n  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s ,  S e v e n  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  t w e l f t h  
a n d  S e v e n  d a t e d  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  d a y  o f  D e c e m b e r  l a s t ,  a n d  w h i c h  s a i d  
P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s  a r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R o l l s  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  S a i d  S t a t e  
a s  f o l l o w s : i u ,

P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E P. -2 6 , T a g e 7 7 6
P a t e n t B o o k , H u i j b e r 2 6 , P a g e 7 7 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 6 , P a g e 7 7 o
P A T E N T B o o k , N U U B E R 2 6 , P a g e 7 67
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 6 , P a g e 7 7 5
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 2 2 9
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 2 2 7
P A T E N T B o o k , N u m b  e r 2 7 , P a g e 2 2 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 226
P a t e n t R o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 226
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 225
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 2 2 7
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 6 , P a g e 3 7 7
P a t e n t B OOK , N u m b e r 2 6 , P a g e 3 7 7

i d  T r a c t s ,  p  i E C E S  OR p a r c e l s OF L A
I n d e n t u r e  d a t e d  t h e t w e n t y - f o u r t h

U N D E R  H I S  H A N D  A N D  S E A L  D U L Y  E X E C U T E D ,  G R A N T E D  A ND C O N F I R M E D  TO T H E
s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n ., f o r e v e r .

AND ALSO ALL, t h o s e  e i g h t e e n .  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f
L A N D  S I T U A T E ,  L Y I N G  A N D  B E I N G  I N  B A L D  E a G L E  T O W N S H I P ,  I N  T H E  C O U N T Y  OF
M i f f l i n ,  a n d  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  s e v e n  t h o u s a n d ,  f o u r  h u n ­
d r e d  A N D  F ORT Y A C R E S ,  A N D  ONE H U N D R E D  A ND T W E N T Y - S I X  P E R C H E S ,  A N D  A L L O W -  
A N C E  A F O R E S A I D ,  V I H I C H  THE S A I D  S T A T E  OF P E N N S Y L V A N I A ,  BY E I G H T E E N  S E V E R ­
AL P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s  d a t e d  t h f . T h i r t e e n t h  d a y  o f  Ma r c h ,  l a s t ,  G r a n t e d

UNTO THE S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S ,  H I S  H E I R S  AND A S S I G N S ,  F O R E V E R ,  AND WHI CH
s a i d  P a t e n t s  a n d  G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R o l l s  O f f i c e
F OR  THE S A I D  S T A T E  AS  F O L L O W S :
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P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 ^ . P a g e 4 5 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 5 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 5 9
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e ' - 5 5
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e h < <“5 P a g e ' ■5 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 ? ! P a g e 4 5 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 7 P a g e ' - 5 9
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 * P a g e 4 5 3
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 5 5
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 6 1
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 5 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r '“1<r_ { , P a g e 4 5 S
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r on

'  ~ f P a g e 4 5  8
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 0 2
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 ' 7 , P a g e 4  01
P a t e n t B o o k , N u u b e r 2 7 , P a g e ' - 0 2
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 0 0

AND ALSO A L L ,  t h o s e  s i x t e e n  T r a c t s  ,  p i e c e s  o r  p a r c e l s
OF  L A N D ,  S I T U A T E ,  L Y I N G  AND B E I N G  I N N O R T H A M P T O N  C O ' J H T Y ,  I N T H E  S T A T E  
P E N N S Y L V A N I A ;  C O N T A I N I N G  S I X  T H O U S A N D ,  S I X  H U N D R E D  AND N I N E T E E N  A C R E S  
a n d  T h i r t e e n  P e r c h e s ,  a n d  a l l o w a n c e  a s  a f o r e s a i d ,  w h i c h  s a i d  S t a t e  b y  
S i x t e e n  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s ,  t w o  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  S e c o n d  a n d  
F o u r t e e n  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  T h i r d  d a y  o f  J u n e ,  o n e  t h o u s a n d ,  s e v e n  h u m -

o f

D R E D  A N D  N I N E T Y  F I V E ,  G R A N T E D  U N T O  T H E
o r  A s s i g n s  f o r e v e r ,  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  s a i d  
I V E L Y  E N R O L L E D  I N  T H E  R O L L S  O F F I C E  F O R

s a i d  R o b e r t  Mo r r i s . i s  Heirs
P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p e c t -  
t h e  s a i d  S t a t e  a s  f o l l o w s ;  i n

P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 6  , P a g e 4 2 9
P a t e n t B o o k . N U MB E R 2 6 , P a g e ' - 3 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 7 '- 1
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 3 ' - 2
P a t e n t 3 o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 3 3 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 3 4 1
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 0 7 P AGE 3 3 9
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 6  j P a g e 4 2 9
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 6 , P a c e 4 2 8
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 3 3 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a c e 3 3 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 3 4 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 3 4 0
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 3 3 9
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r O ,<C. ' J y P a g e 4 3 0
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 6 , P a g e 4 2 8

AND ALSO A L L ,  T h o s e ,  T e n  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s  o r  p a r c e l s  
o f  l a n d ,  s i t u a t e d  a n d  l y i n g  a n d  b e i n g  i n  N o r t h a m p t o n  C o u n t y  i n  S t a t e  
o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  a f o r e s a i d ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d ,  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  
a n d  e i g h t y - f o u r  A c r e s  a n d  E i g h t y  P e r c h e s  a n d  a l l o w a n c e  a s  a f o r e s a i d
W H I C H  T H E  S A I D  S T A T E  BY T E N  S E V E R A L  P A T E N T S  OR G R A N T S  D A T E D  T H E  F I F T E E N T H
d a y  o f  A p r i l ,  O n e  t h o u s a n d ,  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - f i v e ,  g r a n t e d  u n t o  
t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,  h i s  h e i r s  a n d  a s s i g n s  f o r e v e r ,  a n d  w h i c h  s a i d

P a t e n t s  o r  
S a i d  S t a t e

G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R o l l s  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e

4 1 4
6565

3 5 4  
35* -
4 1 4
413355
4 1 5  
4 5 3

a s  f o l l o w s ; i n t

P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 3 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 5 , P a g e
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 5 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 4 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 4 , P a g e
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 3 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 3 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 4 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 3 , P a g e

P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 4 , P a g e
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AND ALSO A L L ,  T h o s e  n i n e  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s  o r  p a r c e l s  o f
L A N D  S I T U A T E ,  L Y I N G  AND B E I N G  I N  f'.'i I F F L I N C O U N T Y  AMD S T A T E  OF P E N N S Y L ­
V A N I A  A F O R E S A I D ,  C O N T A I N I N G  T H R E E  T H O U S A N D ,  T H R E E  H U N D R E D  AND E I G H T Y -
T H R E E  A c r e s  a n d  f i v e  P e r c h e s  a n d  a l l o w a n c e  a f o r e s a i d ,  w h i c h  t h e  s a i d  
S t a t e  b y  n i n e  S e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  a n d  G r a n t s  f o u r  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  n i n e ­
t e e n t h  A N D  F I V E  OF T H E M  D A T E D  T H E  T W E N T I E T H  D A Y  OF A P R I L  L A S T ,  G R A N T E D  
U N T O  T H E  S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S ,  H I S  H E I R S  A ND A S S I G N S  F O R E V E R  AND W H I C H
s a i d  P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R o l l s  O f f i c e

F O R  T H E  S A I D  S T A T E  AS F O L L O W S :  I N ,

P a t e n t B o o k  , N U M B E R 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 5 ;
P a t e n t B o o k , H u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 4 ;
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 2 ;
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 2 ;
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 3 1  ;
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 4 ;
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 1  ;
P a t e n t B o o k , N UMBER 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 3 ;
P a t e n t B o o k , N U l.i B E R 2 8 , P a g e 1 2 3 ;

AND ALSO A L L  T H O S E ,  S i x t y  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s ,  o r  p a r c e l s  o f
L A N D  S I T U A T E ,  L Y I N G ,  A N D  B E I N G  I N i . l UNCY T O W N S H I P ,  I N T H E  C O U M T Y  OF
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  i n  t h e  s a i d  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a , C o n t a i n i n g  T w o  T h o u ­
s a n d , S e v e n  H u n d r e d  a n d  F o r t y - o n e  A c r e s , a n d  e i g h t y  P e r c h e s , a n d

A L L O W A N C E  AS A F O R E S A I D ,  W H I C H  T H E  S A I D  S T A T E  BY S I X T Y  S E V E R A L  P A T E N T S  
o r  G r a n t s , t w e n t y  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  f o r t y  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  
t h e  T w e n t i e t h  d a y  o f  M a y ,  O n e  t h o u s a n d , s e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - s i x , 
g r a n t e d  u n t o  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,  H i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  f o r e v e r ,
A N D  W H I C H  S A I D  P A T E N T S  OR G R A N T S  A R E  R E S P E C T I V E L Y  E N R O L L E D  I N T H E  R O L L S
O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  s a i d  S t a t e  a s  f o l l o w s :  i n ,

T h e  f i r s t  T E N T Y I N :

P a t e n t B o o k M U M B E R 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 4 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 D  , P a g e 1 7 5 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 5 :
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 n r \  •* ■ 9
P a t e n t B o o k N U U B E R 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 0 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 7 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 7 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N U M B E R 2 3 , P a g e 1 7 8 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 8 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N U M B E R 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 9 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 7 9 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 3 , P a g e 1 S o ;
P A T E N T B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 8 0 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 81 ;
D .  T* r- i, -» rt 1 C.H 1 r> ~ ^  * u  u  u  r>. N u m b e r 2 3 , P a g e 1 S i  ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 2 , P a g e 1 8 2 ;
P A T E N T B o o k N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 8 3 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N umb  e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 8 3 ;
P a t e n t B o o k N u m b e r 2 3 , P a g e 1 8 4 ;

T h e  l a s t  f o r t y  i n ;

P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 8 9
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 8 9
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 0
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 1
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 1
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 2
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 192
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 3
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 3
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 4
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 4
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P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 5
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 5
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r o r . P a g e 1 9 6
P a t e n t B o o k  , N U LI B E R 2 8  ’ P a g e 1 9 6
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b  e  r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 8 , P a g e 1 9 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 7 , P a g e A  7 7  . ✓
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e

a m'cf -  ,■ j
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 7 6
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 n P a g e 4 7 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 7 P a g e 4 7 7
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 t | P a g e 4 ' 7 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 7 , P a g e 4 7 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 7 , P a g e 4 7 0r / /
P a t e n t B o o k  , N u m b e r 2 7 , P a g e 4 7 9
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E K 2 9 , P a g e 2 8
P a t e n t B o o k  , N U M B E R 2 9  , P a g e 2 8
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 9  , P a g e 2 9
P a t e n t B o o k  , N U M B E R 2 °  , P a g e 29
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 9 , P a g e 8 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R - >o*— 4 9 P a g e 8 0
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 9 , P a g e 3 1
P a t e n t B o o k , N U M B E R 2 9 , P a g e 3 1
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 9 , P a g e 3 2
P a t e n t B o o k , N u m b e r 2 9 , P a g e 3 2

T H E  s a i d  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s ,  op.  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  h e r e b y
G R A N T E D ,  C O N T A I N I N G  I N  A W H O L E ,  F I F T Y - F O U R  T H O U S A N D ,  T H R E E  H U N D R E D  
A N D  S E V E N T Y  A C R E S  A N D  E I G H T  P E R C H E S  OR T H E R E A B O U T S ,  B E  T H E  S A M E  M O R E  
OR L E S S  A N D  A L L O W A N C E  A S  A F O R E S A I D ,  T O G E T H E R  W I T H  A L L  A N D  S I N G U L A R  
T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T S ,  W A Y S  , W O O D S , .  U N D E R W O O D S ,  W A T E R ,  W A T E R  C O U R S E S ,  R I G H T S ,
L i b e r t i e s ,  P r i v i l e g e s ,  A d v a n t a g e s ,  E m o l u m e n t s  a n d  a p p u r t e n a n c e s ,  w h a t ­
s o e v e r  T O  T H E  H E R E B Y  G R A N T E D  T R A C T S ,  P I E C E S  OR P A R C E L S  OF  L A N D  A N D  
P R E M I S E S ,  B E L O N G I N G  OR I f , '  A N Y W I S E  A P P E R T A I N I N G  A N D  T H E  R E V E R S I O N S ,  R E ­
M A I N D E R S ,  R E N T S ,  I S S U E S  A N D  P R O F I T S  T H E R E O F .

AND A L S O  A L L ,  t h e  E s t a t e  r i g h t ,  t i t l e ,  i n t e r e s t ,  u s e
P R O P E R T Y ,  C L A I M  A N D  D E M A N D  W H A T S O E V E R  I N  L A W ,  E Q U I T Y  OR O T H E R W I S E  B E ­
T W E E N  T H E M  T H E  S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S  A N D  M A R Y ,  H I S  W I F E ,  T H E R E I N  OR T H E R E ­
T O .

TO H A V E  AND TO HOLD a l l  t h e  s a i d  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s  o r  p a r ­
c e l s  OF  L A N D ,  H E R E D I T A M E N T S  A N D  P R E M I S E S  H E R E B Y  G R A N T E D  W I T H  T H E I R  E A C H  
A N D  E V E R Y  OF  T H E I R  A P P U R T E N A N C E S  U N T O  T H E  S A I D  C H A R L E S  M A U R I C E  T A L L E Y ­
R A N D  P e r i g o r d ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  t o  t h e  o n l y  p r o p e r  u s e  a n d  b e h o o f
O F  T H E  S A I D  C H A R L E S  M A U R I C E  T A L L E Y R A N D  P E R I G O R D ,  H I S  H E I R S  A N D  A S S I G N S
f o r e v e r .  S u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  m a d e  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  P a t e n t s  o r  
G r a n t s  b y  t h e  s a i d  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  t h e  o n e - f i f t h  p a r t  o f  a l l  G o l d  a n d  
S i l v e r  O r e ,  a n d  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s  d o t h  h e r e b y  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  
h e i r s ,  E x e c u t o r s  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  c o v e n a n t  a n d  p r o m i s e  t o  a n d  w i t h  
t h e  s a i d  C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  h i s  h e i r s  a n d  a s s i g n s ,
T h a t  h e  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s  a n d  h i s  h e i r s  a l l  a n d  s i n g u l a r ,  t h e  

^ T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d ,  h e r e d i t a m e n t s  a n d  p r e m i s e s ,  h e r e b y  
g r a n t e d ,  w i t h  t h e i r  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o f  t h e i r  a p p u r t e n a n c e s ,  U N T O  t h e  
s a i d  C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  a g a i n s t

H I M  THE S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S  A N D  H I S  H E I R S  A N D  A G A I N S T  A L L  AND E V E R Y  
O T H E R  P E R S O N  OR P E R S O N S  W H O M S O E V E R  C L A I M I N G  OR TO C L A I M ,  B Y ,  F R O M ,  
T H R O U G H ,  OR U N D E R  H I M ,  T H E M  OR A N Y  OF T H E M S H A L L  AND W I L L  B Y  T H E S E  P R E ­
S E N T S  W A R R A N T  A N D  F O R E V E R  D E F E N D ,
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AND T H A T  HE T H E  S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S  A N D  H I S  H E I R S ,
S H A L L  A N D  W I L L  A T  A N Y T I M E  H E R E A F T E R  U P O N  T H E  R E Q U E S T  OF  T H E  S A I D
C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l f y r a n d  P e r i g o d r ,  h i s  h e i r s  o r  a s s i g n s ,  m a k e ,  d o ,
A N D  E X E C U T E  OR C A U S E  T O  B E  M A D E  OR D O N E  A N D  E X E C U T E D  A L L  S U C H  F U R T H E R  
OR O T H E R  A C T S ,  D E E D S ,  I/i A T T E R S  OR T H I N G S ,  F O R  T H E  B E T T E R  A N D  M O R E  P E R ­
F E C T  G R A N T I N G  A N D  C O N F I R M I N G  T H E  S A I D  T R A C T S ,  P I E C E S  OR P A R C E L S  OF  
L A N D  A N D  P R E M I S E S  T O  H I M  OR T H E M  AS  HE OR T H E Y  OR H I S  OR T H E I R  C O U N S E L  
L E A R N E D  I N  T H E  L A W ,  S H A L L  OR M A Y  R E A S O N A B L Y  D E V I S E ,  A D V I S E  OR R E Q U I R E .

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, t h e  s a i d  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s  
t h e i r  h a n d s  a n d  s e a l s  h a v e  h e r e u n t o  s e t  t h e  d a y  a n d  y e a r  f i r s t  a b o v e  
WRITTEN.

R O B E R T  M O R R I S  ( S E A L )

MARY M O R R I S  ( S E A L )

S E A L E D  a n d  D E L I V E R E D  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  R U F U S  K I N G ,  
a n d  TH O M A S  P I K E  L A T K Y .

R E C E I V E D ,  T H E  D A Y  OF T H E  d a t e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  w r i t t e n  
I n d e n t u r e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  n a m e d  C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,
T H E  F U L L  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  M O N E Y  A B O V E  M E N T I O N E D .

R O B E R T  M O R R I S

W I T N E S S E T H ,  t o  t h e  s i g n i n g ,

R U F U S  K I N G  
T H O S .  P I K E  L A T K Y

O n t h e  2 8 t h .  d a y  o f  M a y  A . D .  1 7 9 O .

B E F O R E  me  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r  o n e  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t e  J u d g e s  
o f  t h e  C o u r t  o f  C o m m o n  P l e a s  f o r  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  n a m e d
T H E  A B O V E  R O B E R T  M O R R I S  A N D  U. ARY H I S  W I F E ,  A N D  I N  D U E  F O R M  OF  L A W  
a C K N O W L E D G E  T H E  A B O V E  W R I T T E N  I N D E N T U R E  T O  B E  T H E I R  A C T  A N D  D E E D  A N D  
D E S I R E D  T H E  S A M E  M A Y  B E  R E C O R D E D  A S  S U C H .  T H E  S A I D  ' . ' A R Y  V O L U N T A R I L Y  
C O N S E N T I N G  T H E R E T O  S H E  B E I N G  OF  F U L L  A G E  S E P A R A T E  A N D  A P A R T  F R O M  H E R  
S A I D  H U S B A N D ,  B Y  ME  T H E R E O N  E X A M I N E D  A N D  T H E  C O N T E N T S  T H E R E O F  M a D E  
K N O W N  U N T O  H E R ,

\'l I T M F Q R F T H / v. xi o  e. n  ■_ <

R E Y N O L D  K E i N . (  S E A L  )

MIFFLIN COUNTY: S. S.
E n t e r e d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  R e c o r d i n g  o f  D e e d s  i n  a n d  f o r  M i f f l i n  
C o u n t y  t h e  2 1 s t .  d a y  o f  O c t o b e r ,  A . D .  1 7 9 7 a n d  R e c o r d e d  i n  B o o k  D. 
P a g e  -  -  -  - .

C E R T I F I E D  u n d e r  m y  h a N d  a n d  s e a l  o f  O f f i c e  a t  t h e  
B o r o u g h  o f  L e v j i s t o w n  i n  a n d  s a i d  C o u n t y .

S A M  E D M I S T O N .  R . C .
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L Y C O M I N G  C O U N T Y :  S S :

E n t e r e d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  R e c o r d i n g  o f  D e e d s  f o r  
L y c o m i n g  C o u n t y  i n  D e e d  B o o k  " B "  P a g e  t h e  2 8 t h .  d a y  o f
O c t o b e r ,  A . D .  1 7 9 7 .

W I T N E S S ,  m y  h a n d  a n d  s e a l  o f  O f f i c e ,  t h e  s a m e  d a y  o f

YEAR
N o t  l e g i b l e .

R E C O R D E D :  t h e  2 8 t h .  d a y  o f  O c t o b e r ,

1 7 9 7 .

R E C O R D E R :  P e r ;  J O H N  S I M P S O N

I
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STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

N O R T H U M B E R L A N D  C O U N T Y ,  SS:

L E ^ t f r  A L B R I G H T .Recorder of Deeds, btc., in and for

said County and State, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy

of the record of________________ r'‘1L-______________________________________________
_____________________________ R O B E R T  L . 0 R R 1 S .  e t u x __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ TO______________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX F

ROBERT MORRIS, ESQ. &
W IFE.

D E E D
T O

CHARLES MAURICE TALLEYRAND 
PERIGORD.

JL
7 r

#
# '

A. 7r

THIS INDENTURE, m a d e  t h i s  2 4 - t h  d a y  
or M a y ,  i n  t h e  y e a r  o f  o u r  L o r d , 1 7 9 6 ,

M o r r i s ,  o r  t h e  C i t y  
i n  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  
ESQUIRE, a n d  MARY

b e t w e e n ,  R o b e r t  
0-  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
or P e n n s y l v a n i a ,
h i s  W i f e ,  o r  t h e  o n e  p a r t ,  a n d

#  CHARLES MAURICE TALLEYRAND PERIGORD
A T  F R E S E N T  R E S I D I N G  I N  T H E  C i T Y  O F  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  ATT: O F  T H E  O T H E R
P A T * .

WITNESSETH: T h a t  f o r  ;

T W E N T Y - S I X  T H O U S A N D ,  T W O  H U N D R E D
; n d  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o

A N D  F I F T Y  P O U N D S ,
P e n n s y l v a n i a  c u r r e n c y ,  t o  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,  

C h a r l e s  M a u r i c e  T a l l e y - r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,  a tt h e  S A I D
F O R E  T H E  E X E C U T I O N  O F  T H E S E  P R E S E N T S  T H E  R E C E I P T  W H E R E O F  
A C K N O W L E D G E D ,  T H E  S A I D  R O B E R T  M O R R I S  A N D  M A R Y  H I S  W I F E ,

T H E  S U K* O F  

F I V E  S H I L L I N G S ,
I N H A N D  P A I D  B Y  

T H E  T I M E  O F  O R  B E ­
S S  H E R E B Y  
H A V E  G R A N T E D

B A R G A I N E D  A N D  S O L D ,  A L I E N E D ,  R E L E A S E D  
B Y  T H E S E  P R E S E N T S ,  D O  G R A N T ,  B A R G A I N  A N D  
F E O F F  A N D  C O N F I R M  U N T O  T H E  S A I D  C H A R L E S
h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,

S E L L
A N D  

ALIEN
C O N F I R M E D  AND

R E L E A S E E N -
M a u r i c e  T a l l e y r a n d  P e r i g o r d ,

ALL t h o s e  T r a c t s , P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h a t

i s  t o  s a y :

ALL T H O S E  F I F T Y  T R A C T S ,  P I E C E S  OR  P A R C E L S  O F  L A N D , S I T U A T E ,  
L Y I N G  A N D  B E I N G  I N  P O T T E R S  T O W N S H I P ,  I N  T H B  C O U N T Y  OF  M l F F L I N  A N D  S T A T E
o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t w e n t y - o n e  t h o u s a n d ,  o n e  h u n d r e d  t w e n t y  
o n e  A c r e s  a n d  T h i r t y - t w o  P e r c h e s  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  b e  t h e  s a m e  m o r e  o r

L E S S  A N D  A L L O W A N C E  O F  S l X  P E R  C E N T  F O R  R O A D S ,  E T C . ,  W H I C H  T H E  S A I D
S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  g r a n t e d  t o  W i l l i a m  C a t h c a r t ,  o f  t h e  s a i d  C i t y  
o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  D R .  o f  P h y s i c ,  i n  a n d  b y  F i f t y  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  o r  
G r a n t s  d a t e d  a s  f o „ . o w s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  T w e n t y - s e v e n  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  
t h e  2 7 t h . ,  T w o  m o r e  t h e  2 9 t h .  a n d  o n e  m o r e  t h e  7 0 t h .  a n d  o n e  m o r e  t h e  
7 1 s t ,  d a y  o f  J u l y  l a s t  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  n i n e t e e n ,  d a t e d  t h e  t h i r d  d a y  
o f  A u g u s t ,  a n d  w h i c h  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  e n ­
r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R o l l s  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  a s  f o l l o w s :

PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 mm — PAGE 74-.
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 PAGE 218
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 mm PAGE 219
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 2 8 -. mm PAGE 222
PATENT BOOK NUMBER26 M — PAGE 222
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 2 6 —- PAGE 214
r\ a nr f— m t  
r t t  I C l ' J  1

n AAl/
D u u r \

n i 11 m — n
i ' j u i . ' i D t n 26 MM PAGE 215PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 mm PAGE 218

PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 _  M PAGE 228
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 2 6 M _ PAGE 216
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 M PAGE 75PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 M _ PAGE 22 7
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 MM PAGE 217PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 MM PAGE 221
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 mm PAGE 220
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 MM PAGE 76
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 MM PAGE 224
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 M M PAGE 226
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 MM PAGE 223
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 M M PAGE 221
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 MM PAGE 76
PATENT B O O K NUMBER 2 7 MM PAGE 7 2
P A T E N T B O O K N U M B E R 26 MM PAGE 225
P A T E N T B O O K N U M B E R 26 MM PAGE 215
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PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 w PAGE 223
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 74
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 80
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 « »  — PAGE 78
PATEN" BOOK [.'UMBER 27 _  _ PAGE 79PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 * PAGE 78
PATENT BOCK NUMBER 27 PAGE 72
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 M  •— PAGE 81
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 PAGE 214
PATENi BOOK NUMBER 27 w - m * PAGE 77PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 _  — PAGE 226
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 PAGE 21 7
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 PAGE 2 19PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 m m PAGE 2 1 6
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 75PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 71PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 _ _ PAGE 79PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 77PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 PAGE 225
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 73PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 —  •-» PAGE 224
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 73PATENT BOOK NUMBER 26 _  a . PAGE 2 2 7
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 «... — PAGE 71
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 27 PAGE 80
PATENT BOOK NUMBER 2 o --- PAGE 2 2 0 .

W H i c h  s a  i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d ,  t h e  s a i d  
W i l l i a m  C a t h c a r t ,  b y - I n d e n t u r e  d a t e d  t h e  t v ; e n t y - f  i r s t  d a y  od  ! ' a y ,
I n s t . ,  u n d e r  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  s e a l s ,  d u l y  e x e c u t e d ,  g r a n t e d  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  
t o  t h e  s a i d  ROBERT MORRIS, h i s  h e i r s  a n d  a s s i g n s  f o r e v e r :

AMD ALSO ALL, t h o s e  t w e n t y - f o u r - T r a c t s , P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  
o f  l a n d ,  s i t u a t e ,  l y i n g  a n d  b e i n g  i n  Wa s h  i n g t o n  T o w n s h i p ,  i n  t h e  
C o u n t y  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  a n d  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  C o n t a i n i n g  L i n e  
T h o u s a n d ,  S e v e n  H u n d r e d  a n d  T w e n t y  A c r e s  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s , b e i n g  t h e
S A M E ,  M O R E  O R  L E S S  A N D  A L L O W A N C E  W H I C H  T H E  S A I D  S T A T E  O F  P E N N S Y L V A N I A ,  
G R A N T E D  T O  J E R E M I A H  P A R K E R  OF  T H E  S A I D  C l T Y  O F  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  M E R C H A N T ,  
I N  A N D  B Y  T W E N T Y - F O U R  S E V E R A L  P A T E N T S  OR  G R A N T S ,  D A T E D  A S  F O L L O W S :

S I X  O F  T H E M  T H E  E L E V E N T H ,  F O U R  O F  T H E M  T H E  1 2 T H ,
TWO OF THEM THE T H I R T E E N T H ,  ONE OF THEM THE F I F T E E N ­
T H ,  N i n e  o f  t h e m  t h e  S i x t e e n t h ,  On e  o f  t h e m  t h e  
S e v e n t e e n t h ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m  t h e  H i n e t e e n t h ^  d a y  
o f  J u n e ,  1 7 9 5 »  a n d  ' w h i c h  s a i d  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  o r  
G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  O f  
R o l l s ,  f o r  t h e  s a i d  S t a t e  a s  f o l l o w s :

PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK. 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK, 
PATENT BOOK,

NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 25 
NUMBER 25 
NUMBER 25 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 25 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 25, 
NUMBER 
NUMBER 
NUMBER

—  PAGE 122
—  PAGE 3 05
—  PAGE 3 7 7
—  PAGE 381
—  PAGE 118
—  PAGE 1 2 1
—  PAGE 128
—  PAGE 364
—  PAGE 120
—  PAGE 119 
PAGE 3 7 9

PAGE 3 7 5  
PAGE 3 7 7  
PAGE 3 7 4

2 5  —  
2 5  —  
25 —
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PATENT 
PATENT 
PATENT 
PAThNI 
PATENT 
PATENT 
PATENT 
PATENT-

BOOK, 
BOOK, 
BOOK, 
BOOK , 
BOOK , 
BOOK , 
BOOK ,

NUMBER ?5 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 26 
NUMB E R  26 
NUMBER 26 
NUMBER 26

—  PAGE 124
—  PAGE 126
—  PAGE 118
—  PAGE 129
—  PAGE 121
—  PAGE 122
—  PAGE 129
—  PAGE 105

WHICH s a i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f  l a n b ;  t h e  s a i d  J e r e m i a h  
P a r k e r  b y  h i s  I n d e n t u r e  d a t e d  t h e  1 3 t h  d a y  o f  A p r i l ,  l a s t ,  u n d e r  h i s  
H a n d s  a n d  S e a l s ,  d u l y  e x e c u t e d ,  g r a n t e d  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  t o  t h e  s a i d  
ROBERT MORRIS, h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  f o r e v e r .

AND ALSO ALL, o f  t h o s  t w e n t y - f i v e  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s  op. P a r c e l s
OF L A N D ,  S I T U A T E ,  L Y I N G  AND B E I N G  IN W H I T E  D E E R  T O V / N S H I P ,  i N THE
C o u n t y  of  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  a n d  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a , c o n t a i n i n g  N i n e  
T h o u s a n d ,  S e v e n  h u n d r e d ,  s e v e n t y - s e v e n  A c r e s  or  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  b e  t h e
S A I D  MORE OR L E S S  AND A L L O WA N C E S  AS A F O R E S A I D  WHI CH THE S A I D  S T A T E  OF
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  s a i d  J e r e m i a h  P a r k e r  i n  a n d  b y  t w e n t y -  
f i v e  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  or  Gr a n t s  d a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

F o u r  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  S i x t e e n t h ,
Two o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h ,
E i g h t e e n  of  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h ,
O n e  of  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  d a y s  of  
J u n e ,  1 7 9 5  a n d  w h i c h  s a i d  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  
o r  G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e
R o l l s d f f  i c e f o r  t h e  s a i d

PATENT BOOK , NUMBER 2 5PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 2 5 mm

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26
PATENT BOOK , NUMBER 2 5PATENT BOOK , NUMBER 2 5PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26
PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 2 5 MM

PATENT BOOK , NUMBER 2 5PATENT BOOK , NUMBER 2 5 mm

PATENT BOOK , NUMBER 26 MM

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26 MM

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26 M M

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26 — M

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 2 5 MM

PATENT B O O K , NUMBER 26 MM

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26 MM

PATENT B O O K , NUMBER 26 MM

PATENT BOOK , NUMBER 26 MM

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 2 5 MM

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26
PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26 M M

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26 MM

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 2 5 MM

PATENT BOOK, NUMBER 26 MM

PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE
PAGE

3 6 1
362  
101 
368
3 6 7
1 0 3
3 7 8
3 6 9
363
1 1 3
1G8
100
103
3 7 0  
101 
128  
107  
1 1 0  
361 
109 
106
1 0 4
368 
12 5 ,

WHICH s a i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  t h e  s a i d  J e r ­
e m i a h  P a r k e r  b y  I n d e n t u r e  d a t e d  t h e  13 t h .  d a y  o f  M a y ,  I n s t . ,  u n d e r  h i s  
H a n d s  a n d  S e a l s  d u l y  e x e c u t e d ,  g r a n t e d  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  t o  t h e  s a i d  R o b e r t  
U o R R . i s ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s  f o r e v e r

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



AND A LSO  A L L ,  t h o s e  t h i r t e e n  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f
L A N D ,  S I T U A T E .  L Y I N G  AMD B E I N G  I N  B A L D  E f t G L E  T O W N S H I P ,  I N  T H E
C o u n t y  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  f i v e

T H O U S A N D  F O U R  H U N D R E D  AND S E V E N T Y  — T WO A C R E S  AND " O N r -  Q U A R T E R  OF  
A N “ A C R E  OR T H E R E A B O U T S ,  B E  T H E  S A M E  MO R E  OR L E S S  AND A L L O W A N C E  
A S  A F O R E S A I D ,  W H I C H  T H E  S A I D  S T A T E  OF P E N N S Y L V A N I A ,  G R A N T E D  T O  
t h e  s a i d  J e r e m i a h  P a r k e r  i n  a n d  b y  t h i r t e e n  s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  o r  
G r a n t s ,  o n e  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o f  A p r i l  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
T W E L V E  D A T E D  T H E  S E C O N D  D A Y  OF  M A Y ,  1 7 9 5  A N D W H I C H  S A I D  S E V E R A L  
P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s  a r e  r e s p r c t i v e l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R o l l s  O f f i c e  
f o r  t h e  s a i d  S t a t e  a s  f o l l o w s ,

P AT E N T BOOK NUMBER 2 5 _ PAGE 1 4 2
PAT E NT BOOK NUMBER 2 4 _ PAGE 4 3 3
PAT E NT BOOK NUMBER 2 5 PAGE 1 4 2
PAT E NT BOOK NUMBER 2 5 _ PAGE 1 4 4
PA TE N T BOOK NUMBER 2 5 _ PAGE 1 4 4
PAT E NT BOOK NUMBER 2 5 PAGE 1 4 2
P A T E N T BOOK NUMBER 2 5 PAGE 1 4 1
P A TE N T BOOK NUMBER 2 5 PAGE 1 4 1
PAT E NT BOOK NUMBER 2 4 PAGE 4 3 4
P A TE N T BOOK NUMBER 2 5 _ PAGE 1 8 1
PAT E NT BOOK NUMBER 2 4 PAGE 4 2 6
P A TE N T BOOK NUMBER 2 5 PAGE 1 4 3
P AT E N T BOOK NUMBER 2 4 - PAGE 4 3 3

W h i c h  s a i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s d r  P a r c e l s D F L A N D T H E
P a r k e r  b y  I n d e n t u r e  
h a n d  a n d  s e a l ,  
R o b e r t  M o r r i s ,

D A T E D  T H E  1 3  T H .  DAY OF A P R I L  
D U L Y  E X E C U T E D ,  G R A N T E D  AND C O N F I R M E D  
H I S  H E I R S  AND A S S I G N S  F O R E V E R .

S A I D  J E R E I I  I AJH 
L A S T ,  U N D E R  H I S  

T O  T H E  S A I D

AND A LSO  A L L ,  t h o s e  n i n e  T r a c t s ,  p i e c e s  o r  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d ,  s i t -
U A T E ,  L Y I N G  AND B E I N G  I N L O Y A L S O C K  T O W N S H  I P  I N T H E  C O U N T Y  OF N O R T H ­
U M B E R L A N D  a n d  S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  a f o r e s a i d ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e

T H O U S A N D ,  S I X  H U N D R E D  AND S I X  A C R E s  OR T H E R E A B O U T S ,  B E  T H E  S A M E
M O R E  OR L E S S
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,

AND A L L O W A N C E  AS  A F O R E S A I D , WHICH THE
g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  s a i d  J e r e m i a h  P a r k e r

s a i d  S t a t e  o f  
i n  a n d  b y  N i n e

s e v e r a l  P a t e n t s  o r  G r a n t s ,  S e v e n  o f  t h e m  d a t e d  t h e  E l e v e n t h  a n d  t w o

N I N E T Y  f i v e ,t h e  F i f t e e n t h  d a y  o f  J u n e ,  O n e  t h o u s a n d  S e v e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  
A N D  W H I C H  S A I D  S E V E R A L  P A T E N T S  OR G R A N T S  A R E  R E S P E C T I V E L Y
t h e  R o l l s  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  s a i d  S t a t e  a s  f o l l o w s :

E N R O L L E D  I N

P AT E N T BOO K, NUMBER 26 P a g e 123
P AT E N T BOOK, NUMBER 26 PAGE 1 19
P A T E N T BOOK, NUMBER 26 PAGE 111
P AT E N T B OOK, NUMBER 26 PAGE 112
PAT E NT BOO K, NUMBER 26 PAGE 112
P AT E N T BO O K, NUMBER 25 PAGE 370
P AT E N T BOO K, NUMBER 25 PAGE 369
P AT E N T BO O K, NUMBER 26 PAGE 120
PAT E NT BO O K. NUMBER 25 - PAGE 376
‘ ■ i —  » '  i «  .

t s ,  P i e c e s  on
I 1 . . 1

: P a r c e l s  iDF L AND ,  T H E
P a r k e r  b y  I n d e n t u r e  d a t e d  t h e  1 3 t h  d a y  o f  A p r i l  l a s t ,  U n d e r  h i s  h a n d s

A N D  S E A L  D U L Y  E X E C U T E D .  G R A N T E D  A ND C O N F I R M E D  T O  T H E  S A I D  ROBERT (.'.ORRIS
h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s  f o r e v e r ;

AND A LSO  A L L ,  t h o s e  S e v e n  T r a c t s  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  s i t u a t e

L Y I N G  A N D  B E I N G  I N  L O Y A L S O C K  T O W N S H I P  I N  T H E  C O U N T Y  OF  N 0 R T H U M B E R L A M D ,
S t a t e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t w e n t y  e  i g h t y h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t  A c r e 's  
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t h e  s a i d  J e r e m i a hWHI CH s a i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f  l a n d .
P a r k e r  b y  I n d e n t u r e  d a t e d  t h e  1 3 t h .  d a y  o f  A? 
a n d  s e a l ,  d u l y  e x e c u t e d ,  g r a n t e d  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  t o t h e  s a i d  ROBERT MORRIS 
h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s  f o r e v e r ,  t h e  s a i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f
L A N D  H E R E B Y  G R A N T F D ,  C O N T A I N I N G  I N  T HE  WH O L E  F I F I Y - T l ' J O ' T H O U S A I 1 D  , F  I VE 
H U N D R E D  A ND F O U R  A C R E S ,  AND S E V E N T Y - T U D  P E R C H E S ,  OR T H E R E A B O U T S ,  BE T H E  

OR L E S S  AND A L L O W A N C E  A S A F O R E S A I D  T O G E T H E R  W I T H  A L L  AND
W A Y S ,  W O O D S ,  U N D E R W O O D S ,  W A T E R S ,  W A T E R  C O U R S E S ,

SAME MORE 
S I M G U L A R , I I M P R O V E ME N T S  .
R I G H T S ,  L I B E R T I E S ,  P R I V I L  
W H A T S O E V E R  TO T H E  H E R E B Y  
A N D  P R E M I S E S  B E L O N G I N G  OR 
R E M A I N D E R S ,  R E N T S ,  I S S U E S

E GE ! A D V A N T A G E S ,
G R A N T E D ,  T R A C T S ,  P I E C E S  OR

E M O L U M E N T S  AND A P P U R T A HC E S
p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d

R I G H T ,  T I T L E , 
EVER, IN LAW,
MORRIS a n d  MARY,

N T E R E S T ,  
E Q U I T Y  OR

I N A N Y W I S E  A P P E R T A I N I N G  
AMD P R O F I T S  T H E R E O F  AND

T r u s t ,  p r o p e r t y ,  c l a i mUSE 
OTHERVJ I SE

H I S  W I F E ,  T H E R E I N
H O WS O E V E R  OF 
OR T H E R E T O ,  ‘

AND T H E  R E V E R S I O N S ,  
A L S O  A L L  T H E  E S T A T E  

AND D E M A N D  WH A T S  0 -
T H E M  T HE  S A I D  ROBERT 
0  H A V E  AMD TO H O L D  T H E

s a i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f  l a n d , h e r e d i t a m e n t s  a n d  p r e m i s e s ,
H E R E B Y  G R A N T E D ,  W I T H  T H E I R  E A C H  A N D  E V E R Y  OF T H E I R  A P P U R T E N A N C E S  U N T O
t h e  s a i d  CHARLES MAU RICE T A L L E Y - R A N D  P A R I G O R D ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s  t o
T H E  O N L Y  P R O P E R  U S E  A N D  B E N E F I T  AMD B E H O O F  OF T H E  S A I D  QUARLES MAURICE
T A L L E Y - R A N D  P E R I G O R D ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  f o r e v e r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r e ­
s e r v a t i o n  m a d e  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  p a t e n t s  t o  t h e  s a i d  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  
O N E - F I F T H  P A R T  OF A L L  G O L D  AND S I L V E R  O R E .

AND THE S A I D ,  ROBERT MORRIS d o t h  h e r e b y  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  H e i r s , E x e c u ­
t o r s  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  C o v e n a n t s  a n d  p r o m i s e  t o  w i t h  t h e  s a i d  CHARLES 
MAU RICE T A L L E Y - R A N D  P E R I G O R D ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  t h a t  h e  t h e  s a i d  
ROBERT MORRIS a n d  h i s  H e i r s  a l l  a n d  s i n g u l a r  t h e  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  a n d  
P a r c e l s  o f  l a n d ,  h e r e d i t a m e n t s  a n d  p r e m i s e s  h e r e b y  g r a n t e d ,  w i t h  t h e i r  
e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o f  t h e i r  A p p u r t e n a n c e s  u n t o  t h e  s a i d  CHARLES MAURICE 
T A L L E Y - R A N D  P E R I G O R D ,  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  a g a i n s t  h i m  t h e  s a i d  
ROBERT MORRIS a n d  h i s  H e i r s  a n d  a l l  a n d  e v e r y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s
W H O S E V E R  C L A I M I N G  OR T O  CL  A i n‘ B Y ,  F R 0 M , T H R O U G H  OR U N D E R  H I M ,  T H E M ,  OR
A N Y  OF T H E M ,  S H A L L  A ND W I L L  BY  T H E S E  P R E S E N T S  W A R R A N T  AND F O R E V E R  D E ­
F E N D  AND T H A T  HE T H E  S A I D  ROBERT M O R R IS ,  H I S  H e I R S ,  S H A L L  AND V.’ l L L  A T  
A N Y T I M E  H E R E A F T E R ,  U P O N  T H E  R E Q U E S T  OF T H E  S A I D  CHARLES MAURICE T A L L E Y ­
R A N D  P E R I G O R D ,  m s  H e i r s  a n d  A s s i g n s ,  m a k e  d o  a n d  e x e c u t e  o r  c a u s e  t o  
B E  M A D E ,  D O N E  AND E X E C U T E D  A L L  S U C H  F U R T H E R  OR O T H E R  A C T S ,  D E E D S ,  
M a t t e r s  o r  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  p e r f e c t  g r a n t e d  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  
t h e  s a i d  T r a c t s ,  P i e c e s  o r  P a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  a n d  P r e m i s e s  t o  h i m  o r  t h e m
A S  HE OR H I S  OR T H E I R  C 0 U N 6 E L  L E A R N E D  I N  T H E  L a VI ,  S H A L L  OR MAY R E A S O N ­
A B L Y  D E V I S E ,  A D V I C E  OR R E Q U I R E .

I N  WIT N ES S  ' . ' /HEREOF, t h e  s a i d  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s ,  t h e i r  h a n d s  a b d

S E A L S  H A V E  H E R E U N T O  S E T  T H E  D A Y  A N D  Y E A R  F I R S T  A B O V E  W R I T T E N .

ROBERT MORRIS ( S E A L )

WARM MORRIS ( S E A L )

S I G N E D  a n d  T E L I V E R E D  IN THE PRESENCE OF RUFUS K I N G .

THOMAS P I K E  L A T H Y S
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RECEIVED OF T H E  D A Y  OF  T H E  D A T E  OF  T H E  A B O V E  W R I T T E N  I N D E N T U R E  
o f  a n d  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  N A M E D  CHARLES MAURICE TALLEY-RAND PERiGORD
T H E  F U L L  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  M O N E Y  A B O V E  M E N T I O N E D .

ROBERT MORRIS (SEAL)
WITNESS TO THE SIGNING:

THOMAS PIKE LATHY
RUFUS KING (SEAL)

(SEA!.)
On t h e  2 8 t h .  d a y  or M a y  A.D. 1 7 9 6 ,  b e f o r e  m e  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r  o f  t h e  
A s s o c i a t e  J u d g e s ,  o f  t h e  C o u r t  o f  C o m m o n  P l e a s ,  f o r  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  c a m e  t h e  w i t h i n  m a m e d  ROBERT MORRIS a n d  MARY, h i s  w i f e
A N D  I N  D U E  F O R M  OF  L A W,  A C K N O W L E D G E D  T H E  W I T H I N  W R I T T E N  I N D E N T U R E  T O  
B E  T H E I R  A C T  A N D  D E E D  A N D  D E S I R E D  T H E  S A M E  M A Y  B E  R E C O R D E D  A S  S U C H  T H E  
S A I D  MARY, V O L U N T A R L Y  C O N S E N T I N G  T H E R E T O .  S H E  B E I N G  OF F U L L  A G E ,  S E P A R A T E  
A N D  A P A R T  F R O M  H E R  S A I D  H U S B A N D ,  B Y  ME T H E R E O N  E X A M I N E D  A N D  T H E  C O N ­
T E N T S  T H E R E O F  F I R S T  M A D E  K N O W N  U N T O  H E R .

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL:
REGNOLD KEEN (SEAL)

RECORDED: OCTOBER 28, 1 797
COMP JON. THOMPSON
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STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

m

N O R T H U M B E R L A N D  C O U N T Y .  SS:

I LESTER ALBRIGHT .Recorder of Deeds, Etc., in and for

said County and State, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy

of the record of____________ DEED - - - -________________________________________
 ROBERT MORRIS, ESQ. &ViiFE_________________  ____

TO
CHARLES MAURICE TALLEY-RAND PERIGORD.

so full and entire as the same remains of record in the Recorder's Office in and for said

County in DEED Book Nln "Kf> , Page_

3 ti uifjelutuntg IBlffrpnf, I have hereunto set m y  

hand and official seal at Sunbury, Pennsylvania, 

this NINTH day nf OCTOBER.
A. D. *95 1960.

C U U ^ /C t
Recorder of Deeds
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VIIA

The a u th o r , Edwin R.  B a ld r ig e ,  J r . ,  i s  th e  so n  o f  M arion  

T r e x le r  and E. R. B a ld r ig e  o f  H o llid a y ^ b u rg , P e n n s y lv a n ia . He 

was born on A u g u st 2 1 , 1S 30, i n  A l t o o n a  P e n n s y lv a n ia , and gradu­

a te d  from  th e  H averford  S ch o o l, H averfc?rd, P e n n s y lv a n ia , i n  1 9 4 8 . 

He o b ta in e d  h i s  A .B . d e g r e e  from Dartmc*uth C o lle g e  in  June, 1 9 5 2 , 

and h i s  M.A. from  L eh igh  U n iv e r s i t y  in  January, 1 9 5 4 . He was 

awarded th e  G rim es P r iz e  f o r  s c h o la s t ic ?  a ch iev em en t a t  D artm outh. 

He was a g r a d u a te  a s s i s t a n t  in  h i s t o r y  a t L eh ig h . From 1955 to  

1 9 5 7  he s e r v e d  a s  an in s t r u c t o r  i n  C hen?icsl, B i o lo g i c a l ,  and 

R a d io lo g ic a l  "Warfare w ith  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Army in  Germany. In  

1957  h e was a p p o in te d  a s  in s t r u c t o r  i n  h i s t o r y  a t  M uhlenberg  

C o lle g e ,  A lle n to w n , P e n n sy lv a n ia . R e c e n t ly  he was prom oted  to  

a” a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r s h ip  in  h i s t o r y  ah M uhlenberg C o l le g e .  He 

i s  m a rr ied  to  th e  form er G eo rg ia  W right and th e y  have two s o n s ,  

Edwin I I I ,  a g e  s i x ,  and Thomas T ., age th r e e .
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