
The Preserve: Lehigh Library Digital Collections

Philadelphia Democrats: 1880-1910.

Citation
QUAY, WILLIAM L. Philadelphia Democrats: 1880-1910. 1969, https://preserve.l
ehigh.edu/lehigh-scholarship/graduate-publications-theses-dissertations
/theses-dissertations/philadelphia-0.

Find more at https://preserve.lehigh.edu/

This document is brought to you for free and open access by Lehigh Preserve. It has been accepted for
inclusion by an authorized administrator of Lehigh Preserve. For more information, please contact

preserve@lehigh.edu.

https://preserve.lehigh.edu/lehigh-scholarship/graduate-publications-theses-dissertations/theses-dissertations/philadelphia-0
https://preserve.lehigh.edu/lehigh-scholarship/graduate-publications-theses-dissertations/theses-dissertations/philadelphia-0
https://preserve.lehigh.edu/lehigh-scholarship/graduate-publications-theses-dissertations/theses-dissertations/philadelphia-0
https://preserve.lehigh.edu/
mailto:preserve@lehigh.edu


This dissertation has been  
microfilmed exactly as received

7 0 -1 0  ,6 1 3

QUAY, W illiam  L.„ 1934-
PHILADELPHIA DEMOCRATS: 1880-1910.

Lehigh U n iv e r s ity , Ph.D. ,  1969 
H isto r y , modern

University Microfilms, Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan

©  W illiam L. Quay 1970

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



PHILADELPHIA DEMOCRATS: 1880 - 1910

by

W illiam  L. Quay

A D i s s e r t a t i o n  

P r e s e n te d  t o  t h e  G rad u a te  F a c u l ty  

o f  L ehigh  U n i v e r s i t y  

in  can d id a c y  f o r  t h e  D egree o f  

D o c to r  o f  P h ilo so p h y  

in  

H is to r y

Lehigh  U n iv e r s i t y  

1969

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



Approved and recommended f o r  a c c e p ta n c e  as  a 

d i s s e r t a t i o n  in  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e ­

m ents  f o r  t h e  d e g re e  o f  D o c to r  o f  P h i lo so p h y .

/(Date/)
L Jl 0.

(E^rofessor in  Charge)^

A ccep ted
/  (Daye)

S p e c i a l  com m ittee 
d i r e c t i n g  t h e  d o c t o r a l  
work o f  Mr. W il l ia m  L. 
Quay:

v *  '"‘̂ Chairman

jf̂  C  ■

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



iii

Ac kn owl edg emen t  s

I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  c i t e  h e r e  th e  many p e o p le  

who have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  t h i s  w ork. 

A g e n e r a l  acknowledgement o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  must 

s u f f i c e  a t  t h i s  t im e .

However, s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t io n  i s  made to  

D r e Joseph  A. Dowling who s u p e rv i s e d  t h i s  s tu d y  and 

t o  Mr. David C. Amidon, J r .  and D r. W il l iam  G. Shade 

who b o th  o f f e r e d  v a lu a b le  a d v ic e  and c r i t i c i s m .  A l l  

t h r e e  men have g iv e n  l i b e r a l l y  o f  t h e i r  t im e  and 

h av e  a l s o  been  a  s o u rc e  o f  c o n s ta n t  i n s p i r a t i o n  

d u r in g  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  work.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



Table of Contents

C h a p te r  Page

I  The Reign o f  R a n d a ll  and
D em ocra tic  Harmony 1

I I  C le v e la n d  and th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a
Democracy 34

I I I  The L e a d e rs h ip  o f  W ill iam  P .
H a r r i t y  and P a r ty  Schism 57

IV The Bryan S torm  96

V 1900: The End o f  D em ocratic
S u c c e ss  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  131

VI The P o l i t i c s  o f  Decadence 148

V II  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  L e a d e rs h ip  195

V I I I  G ra ss -R o o ts  S t r e n g t h  o f  t h e
D em ocra tic  P a r t y ,  1880-1910 255

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



An A b s t r a c t  

o f

A D i s s e r t a t i o n

PHILADELPHIA DEMOCRATS: 1880 -  1910

by

W ill ia m  L. Quay

During t h e  C lev e lan d -B ry an  e ra  th e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  e x p e r ie n c e d  an a lm o st  phenomenal d e c l i n e  in  

b o th  l e a d e r s h i p  s t r e n g t h  and g r a s s  r o o ts  s u p p o r t .  At a 

t im e  when th e  Democrats b u i l t  s t r o n g  and s u c c e s s f u l  o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n s  in  o t h e r  E a s te rn  c i t i e s  l i k e  New York and B o s to n ,  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats re c o rd e d  c o n s ta n t  l o s s e s  which r e ­

s u l t e d  in  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  th e  p a r t y  in  1910. T h is  s tu d y  

t r a c e s  th e  e v e n ts  and a n a ly z e s  t h e  f a c t o r s  w hich c o n t r ib u t e d  

t o  t h i s  p r o d ig io u s  d e c l i n e .

Many new works have ap p e a re d  r e c e n t l y  w hich fo cu s  on 

m u n ic ip a l  p o l i t i c s  and urban  re fo rm  movements b u t  t h e r e  i s  

a  d e a r th  o f  m a t e r i a l  on th e  r o l e  o f  th e  m a jo r  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  in  an u rban  s e t t i n g .  C o nsequen tly  t h i s  s tu d y  concen­

t r a t e s  on a  m a jo r ,  a l b e i t  a  m in o r i t y ,  p a r t y  in  an im p o r ta n t  

E a s te rn  c i t y  and how tha t.,  p a r t y  responded  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

i s s u e s  o f  th e  p e r i o d .

v
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In  t h e  decade  o f  th e  3 0 's  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra ts ,  

as  a u n i t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h r e a t e n e d  th e  R ep u b lican s  who h ad ,  

s i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War, p roduced  s t r o n g  p l u r a l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  

G .O .P . n a t i o n a l  t i c k e t .  The e x t r a o r d i n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  

Congressman Samuel J .  R an d a ll  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  

o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats who e l e c t e d  a  mayor i n  1881.

A y e a r  l a t e r  a  P h i l a d e lp h i a n ,  R o b ert  E. P a t t i s o n ,  won 

e l e c t i o n  as  th e  o n ly  D em ocratic  g o v e rn o r  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

from  t h e  C i v i l  War to  t h e  New D e a l .  Throughout t h e  f i r s t  

y e a r s  o f  th e  C le v e la n d  E ra  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats demon­

s t r a t e d  s o l i d a r i t y  and a id e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  t i c k e t  as  a 

s t r o n g  m in o r i ty  p a r t y .

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  o p t i m i s t i c  d ecade  o f  t h e  8 0 's  t h e  

Dem ocrats  e x p e r ie n c e d  c h a o s ,  c o n fu s io n  and tu rb u le n c e  

d u r in g  t h e  9 0 ' s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  R a n d a ll  d i e d ,  h i s  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  was t o r n  a p a r t  by p a r t y  f i g h t i n g  which 

l e d  t o  c i t y  wide sch ism  by th e  mid 9 0 ' s .  In  1894 a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  in  v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  o c c u r re d  when a l l  t h e  

norm al D em ocra tic  w ard s ,  e x c e p t  o n e ,  went R ep u b lican  in  t h e  

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  th e  Democrats 

s u f f e r e d  a n o th e r  g r e a t  l o s s  when th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y  

d iv id e d  o v e r  B ry an .  - The l o s s  o f  g r a s s  r o o t s  s t r e n g t h  in  

1898  and th e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  most o f  t h e  l e a d in g  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Dem ocrats  in  1896  were t h e  two most im p o r ta n t  e v e n ts  in  t h e  

d e c l i n e  o f  th e  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .
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From 1900 t o  1910 t h i s  ones  v i t a l  m in o r i t y  p a r t y  

s u f f e r e d  d e f e a t  a f t e r  d e f e a t .  In  1900 P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  o n ly  

D em ocra tic  congressm an , W ill iam  McAleer, l o s t  h i s  b i d  f o r  

r e e l e c t i o n .  Though a c o n s e r v a t iv e  r e s u rg e n c e  o c c u r re d  in  

1904 when most o f  t h e  Gold Democrats r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y  

t o  s u p p o r t  P a r k e r ,  t h e  Dem ocrats had a l r e a d y  l o s t  t h e i r  

g r a s s - r o o t s  s u p p o r t  a s  ev id en ced  by P a r k e r ' s  f a i l u r e  to  

m atch t h e  Bryan v o te  o f  25$ . By 1910 th e  p a r t y  c o l l a p s e d  

c o m p le te ly  when i t  c o u ld  o n ly  m u s te r  6$ o f  t h e  v o te  f o r  i t s  

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nom inee.

D ar in g  t h i s  t h i r t y  y e a r  p e r io d  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Demo­

c r a t s  underw ent r a d i c a l  s h i f t s  in  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  D uring 

t h e  8 0 's  some s o c i a l l y  p ro m in en t f a m i l i e s ,  b a n k e r s ,  m id d le -  

c l a s s  b u s in essm en  as  w e l l  a s  I r i s h  and German p o l i t i c i a n s  

were p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r io d  t h e  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y  had  become an I r i s h  c lu b  dom inated  by two p o l i t i c a l  

b o s s e s ,  C h a r l i e  D onne lly  and Tommy Ryan.

The m a jo r  changes in  t h e  e th n ic  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  c i t y  

a l s o  weakened t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  a t  t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  l e v e l .  

In  t h e  8 0 's  t h e  o ld  I r i s h  and German n e ig h b o rh o o d s  were 

s o l i d l y  D em ocra tic  b u t  when t h e  R u ss ian  Jews and I t a l i a n s  

moved i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s  t h e  R e p u b lican s  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e s e  w a rd s .  Hence, b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and e t h n i c  f a c t o r s  con­

t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  s h a rp  d e c l i n e  o f  th e  Democracy d u r in g  th e  

Bryan y e a r s .
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INTRODUCTION

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy d u r in g  t h e  decade  o f  th e  

8 0 ' s  was a  v i g o r o u s , h a rd  w ork ing  m in o r i t y  p a r t y  w hich 

o c c a s i o n a l l y  d e f e a te d  th e  R e p u b l ic a n s  and m a in ta in e d  a 

s t r o n g  c h a l l e n g e  t o  G .O .P . dom inance. By 1910, how ever, 

t h e  D em ocrats  l a y  p r o s t r a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  p o w e rfu l  R ep u b lican  

c i t y  m ach in e .  The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  t r a c e  t h e  

e v e n ts  and a n a ly z e  t h e  cau ses  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  c o l l a p s e  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .

The long  R ep u b lican  d o m in a tio n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  has 

o b s c u re d  t h e  o n e - t im e  power o f  t h e  Democrats as  w e l l  as 

t h e  n a t i o n a l  p rom inence  o f  many o f  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  in  

t h e  c i t y .  Samuel Jakkson  R a n d a l l ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  most 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  D em ocrat, s e rv e d  as  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from 1876 t o  1881 and was on two o c c a s io n s  

c o n s id e r e d  s e r i o u s l y  a s  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom inee. His 

p o l i t i c a l  l i e u t e n a n t ,  W ill ia m  P. H a r r i t y ,  managed C lev e ­

l a n d ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  r e e l e c t i o n  in  1 8 9 2 . R obert  E. P a t t i s o n ,  

a n o t h e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a n ,  was P e n n s y lv a n ia ' s  o n ly  D em ocra tic  

g o v e rn o r  from th e  C i v i l  War t o  th e  New D ea l .  He t o o ,  was 

c o n s id e r e d  p r e s i d e n t i a l  t im b e r  d u r in g  th e  C lev e lan d -B ry an  

e r a .

Prom 1880 t o  1910 th e  n a t i o n a l  democracy e x p e r ie n c e d  a 

r a d i c a l  s h i f t  in  id e o lo g y  t h a t  c o n fu sed  and p e rp le x e d  many

v i i i
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o f  t h e  o ld  J e f f e r s o n i a n  D em ocra ts .  The re sp o n s e  o f  t h e s e  

’’C o n s t i t u t i o n a l "  dem o cra ts  and o t h e r  f a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  

m ust be  examined t o  d e te rm in e  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  

p o l i t i c s .

Though many new works have a p p e a re d  r e c e n t l y  which 

a n a ly z e  u rban  re fo rm  movements, t h e r e  i s  a  d e a r t h  o f  

m a t e r i a l  on t h e  m a jo r  c i t y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  and how i t  re sp o n d ­

ed t o  t h e  b r o a d e r ,  con tem porary  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  C le v e la n d -  

Bryan p e r i o d .

However, s e v e r a l  r e g i o n a l  s t u d i e s  have a p p e a re d  

r e c e n t l y  w hich i n t e r p r e t  t h e  in d ig e n o u s  re sp o n s e s  t o  n a t i o n a l  

p a r t i e s ,  p l a t f o r m s  and c a n d i d a t e s .  G e o f f re y  B lo d g e t t  i n  The 

G e n t le  R e fo rm e rs : M a ss a c h u se t ts  Dem ocrats in  t h e  C lev e lan d

E ra  ( p u b l i s h e d  in  1 9 6 8 ) e x p l a in s  how t h e  Yankee a r i s t o c r a t s  

and B o s to n  I r i s h  re sponded  f a v o ra b ly  t o  C le v e l a n d 's  a d m in is ­

t r a t i o n s .  B lo d g e t t  a n a ly z e s  t h e  im pact o f  Bryan on th e  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  and t r a c e s  t h e  m a jo r  d e f e c t io n s  

i n  t h e  p a r t y  w hich  o c c u r re d  in  1 8 9 6 . H is o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  

B ryan ism  weakened t h e  p a r t y  in  B oston  shows some s t r i k i n g  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w hich  d ev e lo p ed  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

In  h i s  u n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n :  "The Winning

o f  t h e  Mid W est: A S o c i a l  H i s to r y  o f  Mid W estern  E l e c t i o n s :

1 88 8 - 1896" (Y a le ,  19 8 7 ) > R ic h a rd  J .  Jen sen  a n a ly z e s  th e  c u l ­

t u r a l  i n t e r - a c t i o n  o f  e t h n i c  g roups  a s  w e l l  as  economic 

i s s u e s  in  s i x  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  Mid W est. J e n s e n 's  t h e s i s  t h a t  

t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  g ro u p s  (Roman C a th o l i c s  and German L u th e ra n s )
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w ere  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  D em ocratic p a r t y  b e c a u se  t h e  R e p u b l i ­

cans sp o n so red  b i l l s  f a v o ra b le  t o  P r o h i b i t i o n  and t r i e d  t o  

r e g u l a t e  t h e  p a r o c h ia l  s c h o o ls  does n o t ,  how ever, a p p ly  t o  

th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t im e .  But 

J e n s e n 's  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1896  in  C h icago , in  

which t h e  Democrats k e p t  t h e  su p p o r t  o f  th e  I r i s h  b u t  l o s t  

t h e  Germans, shows a s i m i l a r i t y  between P h i l a d e l p h i a  and 

Chicago in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  cam paign.

P rank  B . E v a n s ' P en n sy lv a n ia  P o l i t i c s , 1872-1877 : A

S tu d y  in  P o l i t i c a l  L e a d e rsh ip  (p u b l i s h e d  in  1 9 6 7 ) i s  a u s e ­

f u l  s t a t e  s tu d y  f o r  t h e  p e r io d  p re c e d in g  t h e  C le v e la n d -  

Bryan e r a .  Evans a n a ly z e s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  m achine o f  th e  

Camerons and a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  

Democracy u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  W ill iam  A. W allace  and 

Samuel J .  R a n d a l l .  His e x h a u s t iv e  u se  o f  t h e  R a n d a ll  

p a p e r s  g iv e s  a new p e r s p e c t iv e  t o  R an d a ll  a s  b o th  a  s t a t e  

and n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r .

The u n p u b l ish e d  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  by Lewis W. 

R a th g eb e r  e n t i t l e d :  "The P e n n s y lv a n ia  D em ocratic  P a r ty ,

I 88O -I896" ( U n iv e r s i ty  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1955) i s  a  h e l p f u l  

c h r o n o lo g ic a l  s tu d y .  R a thgeber  n e i t h e r  a n a ly z e s  t h e  s o c i a l  

o r i g i n s  o f  th e  D em ocratic  l e a d e r s  n o r  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  th e  

g r a s s  r o o t s  o r  e th n ic  su p p o r t  o f  th e  p a r t y ,  b u t  h i s  d i s ­

c u s s io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n ts  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  s e r v e s  as  a  

good r e f e r e n c e  work.

Two new works d e a l in g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i th  urban  p o l i t i c s  

w ere p u b l i s h e d  in  1 9 6 8 : Zane L. M i l l e r ' s  Boss C ox 's
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C i n c i n n a t i  and James B. C rooks ' P o l i t i c s  and P r o g r e s s :

The R ise  o f  Urban P ro g re s s iv is m  in  B a l t im o r e , 1895 -1 9 1 1 •

S in c e  b o th  o f  t h e s e  works d e a l  w i th  m u n ic ip a l  i s s u e s ,  th e y  

a r e  o f  l i m i t e d  v a lu e  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  re sp o n se  o f  t h e s e  

c i t i e s  t o  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  t h e s e  works a r e  

u s e f u l  in  d e s c r ib in g  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  C i n c in n a t i  and B a l t im o re  

and in  a n a ly z in g  th e  power and methods o f  th e  m ach in e .

M i l l e r ,  i n  h i s  s tu d y ,  te n d s  t o  d i s c o u n t  e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  

f a c t o r s  in  f a v o r  o f  g e o g ra p h ic  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  in  t h e  d e t e r ­

m in ing  o f  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io r  and Boss C ox 's  r i s e  t o  pow er. 

Geography may have d e te rm in e d  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io r  i n  C in­

c i n n a t i  b u t  i t  c e r t a i n l y  d id  n o t  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w here 

n e ighborhoods  s h i f t e d  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e  a s  new 

e th n ic  g roups  r e p la c e d  th e  o ld  o n e s .

F i n a l l y ,  two im p o r ta n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  works w hich  

a n a ly z e  t h e  i n t e r - a c t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  

in  d e te rm in in g  v o t in g  b e h a v io r ,  nam ely, B e n so n 's  Concept 

o f  J a c k so n ia n  Democracy and Nathan G la z e r  and D a n ie l  P . 

M oyn ihan 's  Beyond th e  M e lt in g  P o t a r e  i n d i s p e n s a b le  in  t h e  

ex a m in a tio n  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s i t u a t i o n ,  B e n s o n 's  n eg a ­

t i v e  r e f e r e n c e  th e o ry  ( e . g .  t h e  I t a l i a n s  were R e p u b l ic a n s  

b e c a u se  th e y  r e a c te d  a g a i n s t  t h e  I r i s h  who were D em ocrats) 

i s  an e x t re m e ly  im p o r ta n t  co n cep t  which h e lp s  t o  e x p la in  

t h e  re a so n s  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a .
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G la z e r  and M oynihan 's  Bea^ond t h e  M e lt in g  P o t ru n s  t h e '  

whole g am it  o f  Imm igrant a t t i t u d e s ,  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

and p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  in  New Y ork C i t y .  Though t h i s  

s tu d y  fo c u se s  on p r e s e n t  t r e n d s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h e  

a u th o r s  have  a n a ly z e d  th e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  e t h n i c  

s u b - c u l t u r e s  in  New Y ork. The c h a p te r s  on t h e  Jews and 

I r i s h  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  germane t o  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e s e  

two g ro u p s  a l s o  had l a r g e  p o p u la t io n s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

Though t h e  fo re g o in g  works do n o t  d e a l  w i th  t h e  su b ­

j e c t  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  th e y  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  s tu d y .

The f i r s t  s i x  c h a p te r s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a r e  d e v o te d  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  c h ro n o lo g y .  An a t te m p t  i s  made h e r e  t o  e x p la in  

and a n a ly z e  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  ev e n ts  w hich acco u n te d  f o r  Demo­

c r a t i c  d e c l i n e  and c o l l a p s e  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a s  B lo d g e t t  has  

done i n  a n a ly z in g  t h e  d e c l in e  o f  t h e  C le v e la n d  Dem ocrats o f  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  In  t h e  l 8 8 0 's  t h e  Dem ocrats had an e f f e c t i v e  

and u n i t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which c o n t i n u a l l y  e l e c t e d  R a n d a l l  t o  

C ongress  and su cceed ed  in  e l e c t i n g  Samuel King as  mayor in  

l 8 8 l .  In  th e  9 0 J s ,  however, t h e  Democrats s u f f e r e d  m a jo r  

l o s s e s  i n  1894 and 1896  when n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  h u r t  l o c a l  

D em ocra tic  c a n d i d a t e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  from 

i n t e r n a l  w ra n g le s ,  f a c t i o n a l i s m  and sc h ism . In  1900 th e  

D em ocrats l o s t  t h e i r  o n ly  c o n g r e s s io n a l  s e a t  when McAleer 

f a i l e d  t o  win r e e l e c t i o n  in  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  r i v e r  w ard .

The f i r s t  decade  o f  t h e  new c e n tu r y  b ro u g h t  o n ly  d e f e a t  and 

d e s p a i r  f o r  t h e  o n c e - v i t a l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



xiii

In  t h e  s e v e n th  and e ig h th  c h a p te r s  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  

t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  and i t s  g r a s s  r o o t s  s t r e n g t h  a r e  

a n a ly z e d .  D uring  t h e  decade  o f  th e  8 0 's  D em ocra tic  l e a d e r s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  b ro a d  and d i v e r s e  segm ents o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

s o c i e t y .  At t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  t h e  p a r t y  depended upon t h e  

s u p p o r t  o f  b o th  th e  I r i s h  and Germans. In  t h e  f i r s t  decade  

o f  t h e  new c e n tu r y ,  how ever, two I r i s h  p o l i t i c a l  b o s se s  

do m in a ted  t h e  p a r t y  which h ad ,  by t h i s  t im e ,  l o s t  m ost o f  

i t s  German s u p p o r t  and much o f  i t s  I r i s h  g r a s s - r o o t s  

s t r e n g t h .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  p a r t y  f a i l e d  t o  a t t r a c t  two new 

im m igran t g ro u p s :  t h e  R u ss ian  Jews and th e  I t a l i a n  C atho ­

l i c s .  The works o f  Benson and G la z e r  and Moynihan a r e  

h e l p f u l  i n  a n a ly z in g  e th n i c  c o n d i t io n s  and how t h e s e  r e l a t e  

t o  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io r .  Much o f  what t h e s e  a u th o r s  have  

s a i d  a b o u t  m in o r i ty  g ro u p s  in  o t h e r  c i t i e s  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .
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CHAPTER I

THE REIGN OF RANDALL AND DEMOCRATIC HARMONY

A. The P r e s i d e n t i a l  Campaign o f  1880

"And now th e  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  comes f o r t h  
w i th  f r e s h  g i f t s  o f  r e p e n ta n c e ."

. 1
John W. F orney

The 8 0 's  became f o r  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats a  

decade o f  hope as  d e m o n s tra te d  by t h e i r  new s t r e n g th *  

v i t a l i t y  and u n i t y .  Though p a r t y  harmony was no f a c i l e  

accom plishm ent* th e  Dem ocrats d id  a c h ie v e  u n i t y  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1880  and th e r e b y  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  a l l -  

p o w erfu l  R e p u b lican  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  th e  c i t y .  As t h e  P h i l a ­

d e lp h i a  Dem ocrats cam paigned v ig o r o u s ly  f o r  g e n e r a l  Hancock 

in  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1880* Samuel J .  R an d a ll  

emerged t h e  m ost dom inant p a r t y  l e a d e r  in  t h e  c i t y .  In  

1880 th e  Democrats c o u ld  a l s o  b o a s t  o f  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  th e  

Democracy o f  p r e - C i v i l  War l e a d e r s  who had d e f e c te d  t o  t h e  

R e p u b l ic a n s  d u r in g  L i n c o l n ’s  p r e s id e n c y .  I t  was a l s o  in  t h i s  

decade  o f  hope t h a t  t h e  Democrats s u c c e s s f u l l y  e l e c t e d  a 

mayor i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1881 and a g o v e rn o r  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

in  1882  by  e f f e c t i n g  a  c o a l i t i o n  w i th  t h e  re fo rm  e lem ent o f  

t h e  R e p u b lic a n  p a r t y .

1F o r n e y ls P ro g re s s*  3 J u ly  1880* p .  7 2 3 .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



2

The Young M en's D em ocratic  A s s o c ia t io n ,  an o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n  o f  s e l e c t  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s ,  met f o r  a  f e s t i v e  g a th e r in g  

on 19 March l 8 8 l ,  t o  honor a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  one who 

b ro u g h t  n a t i o n a l  fame t o  P h i l a d e lp h i a  and one who ranked

as  t h e  l e a d in g  spokesman o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  i f  n o t t h e  u n d i s -
2

p u te d  head  o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Samuel Jackson R a n d a l l  

th an k ed  h i s  f e l lo w  Democrats f o r  t h e i r  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  

a  r e c e p t io n  in  h i s  h o n o r ,  and in  h i s  acknowledgement t o  t h e  

p la n n in g  com m ittee he to u ch ed  upon th e  n a tu r e  and r o l e  o f  

t h e  Democracy. His s im p le  and d i r e c t  s ta te m e n t  c o n ta in e d  

no new pronouncem ent, no new i d e a s ,  no r a d i c a l  t h e o r i e s .  

R a th e r ,  i t  e p i to m iz e d ,  t o  a  l a r g e  d e g re e ,  h i s  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo so p h y  in  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r o p o s i ­

t i o n s  which c o n s t i t u t e d  h i s  governm enta l c re d o .  T h a t  s t a t e ­

ment o f  f a i t h ,  b e l i e v e d  so  f e r v e n t l y  by th e  196 P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  

o f  t h e  Young Men's D em ocra tic  A s s o c ia t io n ,  r e v e a l s  t h e  e th o s  

and m e n t a l i t y  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  m in o r i ty  p a r t y .  The E x-S peaker  

o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  s a id :

The r i g h t s  and th e  s o v e re ig n ty  o f  th e  
S t a t e s  sh o u ld  be guarded  and defended  by a l l  
who b e l i e v e  in  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u rp o se  o f  th e  
f e d e r a l  governm ent, a s  c r e a t e d  h e re  in  our 
own c i t y  by th e  g r e a t  c o n v e n tio n  o v e r  which 
W ashington p r e s id e d .

The e n t i r e  s u b o r d in a t io n  o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  
to  t h e  c i v i l  power o f  th e  c o u n try  i s  a  funda­
m en ta l  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and can­
no t be d e p a r te d  from w ith o u t  en d angering  p o p u la r

2See C h ap te r  V I I ,  .;-p. 200 f o r  a  b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  Samuel J .  R a n d a l l .
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governm en t.  The l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  powers o f  
C ongress  w hich  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o rd a in s  
sh o u ld  be p r e s e r v e d ,  and t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  s h o u ld  be made th e  t e s t  o f  
D em ocra tic  o r th o d o x y . A ttem pted  combina­
t i o n s ,  c h a r t e r e d  o r  o th e r w is e ,  which s e e k  
t o  d e p l e t e  t h e  T re a s u ry  f d r  c o r p o r a t e  o r  
s e c t i o n a l ,  p e r s o n a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t s ,  
r e q u i r e  b o th  v i g i l a n c e  t o  d e t e c t  and 
c o u rag e  t o  p r e v e n t .  L e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  aims 
a t  b e n e f i t s  o r  ad v an tag es  w hich a r e  
s p e c i a l  in  t h e i r  o p e r a t io n  i s  n e i t h e r  w ise  
n o r  p a t r i o t i c .  Such a p o l i c y  c r e a t e s  u n r e s t  
and d i s t r u s t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  mind and p u ts  t o  
r i s k  th e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  b u s in e s s ,  b o th  
i n d u s t r i a l  and f i n a n c i a l .  L e g i s l a t i o n ,  
t o  be s t a b l e  and h e a l t h f u l ,  s h o u ld  be 
g e n e r a l ,  e q u i t a b l e ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and 
p r a c t i c a l ,  and o n ly  in  t h i s  way can i t  
p e rm a n e n t ly  r e c e i v e  p u b l ic  commendation.
The money o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  t h e  o n ly  
money t h e  p e o p le  need , and moneyed c o r p o r a t io n s  
w i l l  f in d  t h e i r  c e r t a i n  s a f e t y  in  r e g a rd in g  
th e m se lv e s  a3 t h e  o b e d ie n t  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  
p o p u la r  w i l l .

I t  i s  b u t  to o  m a n i fe s t  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  
l a t e l y  p ro c la im e d ,  t h a t  th e  F e d e r a l  Congress 
i s  e q u a l  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a ­
m en t,  w i l l ,  i f  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  t h e  t r u e  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n ,  l e a d  t o  th e  most u n f o r tu n a t e  
and p e r i l o u s  c o n seq u en ces .  Our C o n s t i t u t i o n  
i s  a  w r i t t e n  in s t ru m e n t  d e l e g a t i n g  l i m i t e d  
p ow ers; P a r l ia m e n t  i s  th e  u n w r i t t e n  C o n s t i ­
t u t i o n  o f  G re a t  B r i t a i n .  T h e re  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
no j u s t  com parison  between t h e  tw o.

The D em ocratic  p a r t y  i s  now c o n f ro n te d  
w i th  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  I t  i s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  
n e c e s s i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  young men o f  
t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  sh o u ld  c a r e f u l l y  and 
s e r i o u s l y  s tu d y  and t h o u g h t f u l l y  d i s c u s s  
them , f o r  on t h i s  g e n e r a t io n  w i l l  be imposed 
t h e  s a c r e d  d u ty  o f  s u s t a i n i n g  u n im p a ired  
t h a t  sy s tem  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
governm ent which h a s ,  b u t  i t s  fo u n d a t io n  in  
D em ocra tic  p r i n c i p l e s ,  made th e  pow er, 
g lo r y  and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e s e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s . 3

^ " R e c e p t io n  t o  t h e  H onorab le  Samuel J .  R a n d a l l , "  
19 March 1881.
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Even though  Sam R a n d a ll  l o s t  t h e  S p e a k e rsh ip  o f  t h e

House b e c a u se  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n g r e s s io n a l  R ep u b lican

sweep o f  t h e  p re v io u s  November, he and h i s  f r i e n d s  c o u ld ,

n o n e t h e l e s s ,  r e j o i c e  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s .  F o r ,  in

th e  1880  p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam paign, h a rm o n io u s ly  co n d u c te d ,

R a n d a ll  emerged t h e  dom inant l e a d e r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a

D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  P r i o r  t o  1880 th e  s t r u g g l e  betw een

Congressman R a n d a ll  and S e n a to r  W allace  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f

t h e  s t a t e  p a r t y  had a  d i v i s i v e  e f f e c t  upon b o th  t h e  s t a t e

and c i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  S e n a to r  W il l ia m  A. W allace  o f

C l e a r f i e l d ,  t h e  o n ly  P e n n s y lv a n ia  Democrat t o  be e l e c t e d

t o  th e  U. S .  S e n a te  from t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War u n t i l

t h e  New D e a l ,  was R a n d a l l ' s  c h i e f  opponent w i th in  t h e  p a r t y
4

d u r in g  t h e  decade  o f  t h e  7 0 ' s .

D uring  fehe 1870’s R a n d a ll  and W allace  b o th  s t r u g g l e d  
f o r  m a s te ry  o f  th e  D em ocra tic  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W allace  
was e l e c t e d  t o  th e  U .S . S e n a te  in  1875> and in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  
y e a r  R a n d a ll  won e l e c t i o n  a s  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House o f  R epre­
s e n t a t i v e s .  Each t r i e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  o t h e r  from a t t a i n i n g  
a  s u p e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  s t a t e  Demo­
c r a t i c  p a r t y .  T h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  feu d  had l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  
i d e o l o g i c a l  b a s i s .  At t h e  t im e  R a n d a ll  a t t a i n e d  h i s  
g r e a t e s t  n a t i o n a l  p rom inence  a s  S p eak e r  o f  t h e  House ( 1876 -  
l 88 l ) ,  W a llace  dom inated  t h e  s t a t e  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  In  
1880  t h e  s t a t e  went R ep u b lican  th u s  c a u s in g  W allace  t o  
l o s e  h i s  S e n a te  s e a t .  R a n d a l l ,  how ever, r e t a i n e d  h i s  s e a t  
in  t h e  House, even though  t h e  S p e a k e r sh ip  went t o  t h e  
R e p u b l ic a n s .  F o r  a  f u l l  d i s c u s s io n  by a  con tem porary  
o b s e r v e r  o f  t h e  R a n d a l l -W a l la c e  feud  i n  t h e  7 0 ’s  s e e  A. K. 
W cC lu re 's  Old Time N otes  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l.  I I ,  p p .  1 7 -3 0 .  
A lso ,  f o r  a  f u l l  t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h i s  feud  by a  r e c e n t  P e n n s y l­
v a n ia  h i s t o r i a n  s e e  F. B. E v an s ' P e n n s y lv a n ia  P o l i t i c s ,  
1 872-1877 . p p .  23] l 4 8 f f ; 188j 265FF. The s a l i e n t  f a c t  i s  
t h a t  t h e  feu d  waned in  t h e  1880  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n t e s t .
W allace  s t i l l  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  d u r in g  t h e  
Hancock c a n v ass  b u t  R a n d a ll  c o o p e ra te d  w i th  th e  W allace  men 
in  b o th  t h e  c i t y  and s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A f t e r  W a l la c e ’s 
d e f e a t  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  S e n a te  R a n d a ll  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  
c i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s u b s e q u e n t ly  g o t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
p a r t y .
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I n  t h e  coming 1880 p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam paign, b o th  men 

began t o  t a k e  o p p o s i t e  c o rn e rs  a g a in  in  what p o r te n d e d  

a n o t h e r  s t r u g g l e  o v e r  d o m in a tio n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r t y  o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n .  T h is  t im e  th e  c o n f l i c t  fo c u se d  on th e  Hancock v s .  

T i ld e n  m atch , w i th  W allace  a d v o c a t in g  t h e  n o m in a tio n  o f  

t h e  fo rm e r  and R a n d a ll  ad v an c in g  t h e  can d id a c y  o f  t h e  l a t t e r .  

R a n d a l l ,  in  f a c t ,  expended much o f  h i s  t im e  and energy  

in  T i l d e n ' s  b e h a l f  d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  few months o f  1880 as 

h i s  many l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  New Y o rk e r  i n d i c a t e .  Prom Iow a, 

A rk a n sa s ,  C -a l i fo r n ia ,  O hio, M ary land , T e n n e sse e ,  V i r g i n i a  

and o t h e r  s t a t e s  came r e p o r t s  t o  R a n d a l l  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s
5o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s  in  s u p p o r t  o f  T i ld e n .  R a n d a l l ' s

e f f o r t s  i n  P e n n s y lv a n ia  were no l e s s  i n t e n s e .  On 30  A p r i l ,

t h e  day  a f t e r  t h e  S t a t e  D em ocra tic  C o n v en tio n , R a n d a ll  w ro te  
6

t o  T i l d e n  t h a t  t h e r e  were 32 c o u n ty  l e a d e r s  f o r  and 13 

a g a i n s t  hifcm. O p t i m i s t i c a l l y ,  he  f u r t h e r  e s t im a te d  t h a t  

T i ld e n  would g e t  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  45 t o  50 o f  t h e  co u n ty  

l e a d e r s  and t h a t  th e  l e a d in g  Dem ocrats o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  would 

be e v e n ly  d iv id e d  betw een Hancock and  T i ld e n ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t i o n a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democ­

r a c y .  T hus ,  i n  A p r i l  i t  a p p e a re d  t h a t  t h e  R a n d a ll  and 

W allace  f a c t i o n s  were g e t t i n g  re a d y  f o r  a n o th e r  round o f  

f i g h t i n g  b o th  in  th e  s t a t e  and i n  t h e  c i t y .

^S ee  l e t t e r s  from R a n d a ll  t o  T i ld e n  ( in  T i ld e n  P a p e r s ) :
3 M arch, 18 & 19 March, 18 May, 7 June 180O. A lso  d u r in g  
t h e  m onths o f  A p r i l  and May s e v e n te e n  l e t t e r s  r e c e iv e d  by 
R a n d a l l  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  T i ld e n  movement were fo rw arded  
t o  T i l d e n  and a r e  in  t h e  T i ld e n  c o l l e c t i o n .

^ R a n d a l l  t o  T i ld e n ,  30 A p r i l  1880, T i ld e n  C o l l e c t i o n .
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D uring  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1880 and e x te n d in g  up t o  l a t e

A p r i l  when th e  S t a t e  D em ocra tic  C onven tion  m et,  t h e  d i v i s i o n

w i th in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy n o t  o n ly  c r i p p l e d  t h e

p a r t y  b u t  a l s o  c r e a t e d  do u b ts  and a n x i e t i e s  a s  t o  w h e th e r

i t  would even be an e f f e c t i v e  m i n o r i t y  f o r c e  in  t h e  c i t y .

I .  J .  W is t a r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  C ana l C o . ,

p le a d e d  w i th  R an d a ll  i n  December o f  1879 t o  r e s c u e  t h e

p a r t y  from f u r t h e r  d e f e a t .  The Democracy, he  a s s e r t e d ,  had

t o  s ta n d  on p r i n c i p l e  and u n i t e  o r  p a s s  i n t o  o b l i v i o n .

W is ta r  w ro te :

The American p e o p le  a r e  t i r e d  o f  a d r o i t  
d o d g e r s .  They now want a  b o ld  and h o n e s t  
l e a d e r .

The n e g a t iv e  p o l i c y  o f  b eh av in g  l i k e  good 
l i t t l e  b o y s ,  n o t  q u a r r e l i n g  w i th  anybody, 
n o r  k i l l i n g  any n i g g e r s ,  n o r  h av in g  any 
t ro u b le s o m e  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  n o t  o n ly  d e s p ic a b l e  
b u t  p la y e d  o u t . 7

W i s t a r ' s  c r i t i c i s m ,  d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  

o f  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y ,  a l s o  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  e x c e p t  t h a t  one c o u ld  h a r d l y  acc u se  l o c a l  Dem ocrats 

o f  " a c t i n g  l i k e  good l i t t l e  b o y s ,  n o t  q u a r r e l i n g  w i th  a n y ­

b o d y ."  W i s t a r ' s  remedy f o r  p a r t y  d e c l i n e  s im p ly  c a l l e d  f o r  a  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  "sound p r i n c i p l e s "  w h ich  he d e f in e d  a s  a 

r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  h a rd  money. B u t ,  w h i le  W is ta r  adm onished 

h i s  f r i e n d  t o  g iv e  t h e  p a r t y ,  n a t i o n a l l y  and l o c a l l y ,  a  s e t  

o f  w ork ing  p r i n c i p l e s ,  R a n d a ll  was busy  w orking  f o r  T i ld e n

^ I .  J .  W is ta r  t o  S . J .  R a n d a l l ,  12 December 1879*
R ic h a rd  Vaux P a p e r s .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



7

and t r y i n g  t o  s e t t l e  th e  f a c t i o n a l  q u a r r e l s  in  h i s  n a t i v e  

c i t y .

As t h e  S t a t e  D em ocratic  Convention a p p ro ach ed ,  th e  

D em ocra tic  d i s p u t e  g o t more i n t e n s e .  Both  th e  R an d a ll  and 

W allace  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f a c t i o n s  headed by R ich a rd  Vaux and 

George McGowan, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  s e n t  d e l e g a t io n s  t o  H a r r i s b u r g .  

W is ta r  added  t o  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  th e  R a n d a ll  group by 

a g r e e in g  t o  be a P h i l a d e lp h i a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t io n .

F o r tu n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  p a r t y ,  R a n d a ll  and W allace  mended 

p o l i t i c a l  f e n c e s  d u r in g  and a f t e r  t h e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n .

F i r s t ,  i t  was a g re e d  t h a t  th e  u n i t  r u l e  would n o t be 

fo llo w e d  by th e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  d e le g a t io n  in  t h e  coming 

n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n .  T h is  a c t i o n  a v e r t e d  a  c l a s h  ov er  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a te s ;  in  f a c t ,  no p r e s i d e n t i a l  nominee 

was d i s c u s s e d ,  c o n s id e re d  o r  en dorsed  by th e  co n v e n t io n .  

Second, W allace  and R an d a ll  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  harmony 

m e e tin g s  d u r in g  th e  s t a t e  co n v en tio n  and e f f e c t e d  a  com­

p ro m ise  f o r  th e  s e a t in g  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e l e g a t e s  in  

which each  f a c t i o n  g o t an eq u a l  number o f  p l a c e s .  F i n a l l y ,  

when T i ld e n  w ithdrew  as  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a te  on th e  

eve o f  t h e  opening o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  C onven tion , h i s  d e c i s io n
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o b v ia te d  a p o t e n t i a l  s p l i t  i n  t h e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  d e l e g a t i o n .

Hence, u n d e r  harm onious c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign

o f  1880 opened in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

On 1 Sep tem ber t h e  Democrats opened th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a

p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign w i th  a r a l l y  a t  6 th  and L o c u s t  s t r e e t s ,

r i g h t  in  t h e  h e a r t  o f  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .

The e n t h u s i a s t i c  crowd c h ee red  t h e  s p e a k e rs  who a d d re s s e d

them from th e  s t e p s  o f  th e  r e s id e n c e  o f  John W. Forney ,

fo u n d e r  and o n e - t im e  e d i t o r - p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a

P r e s s , a  p r e - C i v i l  War Democrat and p o s tw a r  R e p u b l ic a n .  Judge

James H. O t t e r s o n ,  a n o th e r  fo rm er  Democrat who r e tu r n e d  t o

th e  p a r t y  t o  s u p p o r t  Hancock, in t ro d u c e d  Forney as  t h e  most

abused  man in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  d e s e r t i n g  th e  p a r t y  o f  L in c o ln .

Forney rapped  t h e  R e p u b lican  p a r t y  and went on t o  e x a l t  t h e

v i r t u e s  o f  Hancock, t h e  "man who . . . saved  P h i l a d e l p h i a
• .,9from f i r e  and d e s t r u c t i o n .  He th e n  p ro ceed ed  t o  t h e  t a r i f f

®For a  f u l l  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  W a l la c e -R a n d a l l  f a c t i o n a l  
s t r u g g l e  b e f o r e  and d u r in g  t h e  S t a t e  D em ocratic  C onven tion  o f  
1880, s e e  A lb e r t  V. House, " P o l i t i c a l  C a re e r  o f  Samuel 
Jack so n  R a n d a l l , "  p p .  179-185 . A lso  i t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  
when T i ld e n  p u l l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  r a c e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  b e l a t e d  
boom f o r  R a n d a l l  f o r  p r e s i d e n t .  The New York d e l e g a t i o n  
s u p p o r te d  R a n d a ll  w h i le  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  d e l e g a t i o n ,  u n d e r  
t h e  d o m in a tio n  o f  S e n a to r  W a lla c e ,  su p p o r te d  Hancock by a  
v o te  o f  3 2 -2 5 .  However, P r o f e s s o r  House o b s e rv e s :  "T here  i s
l i t t l e  t o  show t h a t  he ^Randall/ e v e r  s e r i o u s l y  th o u g h t  o f  
h im s e l f  a s  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a t e . "  O p . c i t . ,  p .  188. 
R a n d a l l ' s  su b se q u e n t  e f f o r t s  in  H ancock 's  b e h a l f  would c e r ­
t a i n l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  R a n d a ll  was n o t  undu ly  u p s e t  by th e  
outcome o f  t h e  C in c i n n a t i  C on v en tio n .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R e c o rd . 1 Sep tem ber 1880. N.B. The 
s p e a k e r  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  H ancock 's  s u c c e s s f u l  war r e c o rd  
a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  in  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  2nd Corps a t  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  
G e t ty s b u r g .
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i s s u e  and a t t a c k e d  G a r f i e l d  f o r  b e in g  a  " f r e e  t r a d e r "  and 

condemned "P ig  I ro n "  K e l le y  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  G a r f i e ld  as  t h e  

"ne p lu s  u l t r a  o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s t s . " 10

F orney  r e tu r n e d  t o  th e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  a f t e r  tw en ty

y e a r s  o f  R e p u b lican  a c t i v i t y .  He had p a r t e d  ways w i th  t h e

Dem ocrats i n  i8 6 0  o v e r  t h e  s l a v e r y  i s s u e .  B e fo re  t h e n ,  he

s u f f e r e d  a  h u m i l i a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  d e f e a t  when he  l o s t  h i s

campaign f o r  t h e  U .S . S e n a te  in  1857 t o  Simon Cameron. In

t h e  1857 L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  Democrats had a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h r e e

b u t  t h e  Cameron f o r c e s  c u n n in g ly  and s e c r e t l y  g o t t h r e e

Dem ocrats  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  v o te s  f o r  Cameron in  a  s u r p r i s e  f i r s t

b a l l o t  move w hich  s t a r t l e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y . 11 Forney

founded h i s  in d e p e n d e n t  j o u r n a l ,  P r o g r e s s , which s u p p o r te d

Hancock in  t h e  1880 p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam paign . As a  fo rm er

a c t i v e  R e p u b l ic a n ,  he  d e s e r t e d  t h a t  p a r t y  when i t  f a i l e d  t o

nom ina te  U. S .  G ran t  in  1880 f o r  a  t h i r d  te rm .  Many o f  h i s

e d i t o r i a l s  condemned t h e  p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s ,

y e t  he i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  s u p p o r te d  G ran t  and p r a i s e d  t h e  fo rm er
12C i v i l  War h e ro  f o r  h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  l e a d e r s h i p  I He con­

te n d e d  t h a t  G ra n t  wa3 e x p l o i t e d  by u n d e r l in g s  and p a r t y  

b o s s e s .  Even th o u g h  Forney was a  m a v e r ic k ,  he was, n e v e r ­

t h e l e s s ,  one o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  o u t s t a n d in g  j o u r n a l i s t s
13d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  In  a c i t y  in  which t h e  R ep u b lican s

lO l b i d .

u S ee  A. K. McClure, o p . c l t . ,  V o l .  I ,  pp . 264 -73 .

12S ee  F o r n e y 's  P r o g r e s s ,  10 J u ly  1880, p .  743* and 
17 J u ly  l 8 8 0 , p . 764“

^ M a k e r s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p .  162.
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d om ina ted  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  Forney t o  t h e  Democrats 

and th e  e d i t o r i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  w eekly  j o u r n a l  added 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  D em ocra tic  op tim ism .

D a n ie l  M. D o u g h erty ,  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  P h i l a d e l p h i a n ,  

r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  Dem ocrats i n  1880, and a l s o  cam paigned f o r  

G e n e ra l  Hancock. L ik e  F o rn ey ,  D o u g h te r ty  had l e f t  t h e  

D em ocra tic  P a r ty  a t  t h e  o u tb re a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War t o  become 

a s t r o n g  L in c o ln  man. A la w y e r  by p r o f e s s i o n ,  D ougherty  had 

d e v e lo p e d  r a r e  o r a t o r i c a l  powers w hich he u sed  in  t h e  6 0 ' s  

t o  c o n v in c e  a u d ie n c e s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and B oston  t o  s u p p o r t  

L in c o ln .  In  1862 h e  h e lp e d  found t h e  Union League in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  In  1880 he  r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  D em ocra tic  f o ld  

b e c a u s e  he  c o u ld  no lo n g e r  stom ach t h e  v e n a l i t y  o f  R e p u b l i ­

can c o n t r o l .  In  f a c t ,  a t  t h e  D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n
14he gave  t h e  c h i e f  n o m in a tin g  a d d re s s  f o r  Hancock and

c o n t in u e d  t o  sp e a k  f o r  Hancock th ro u g h o u t  t h e  cam paign .

T h re e  days  a f t e r  t h e  r a l l y  a t  F o r n e y 's  h o u se ,  Sam

R a n d a ll  a d d r e s s e d  a  m e e t in g  a t  th e  Samuel J .  R a n d a ll  Club
15in  t h e  f i f t h  w ard . The o ld  D em ocra tic  s t a l w a r t ,  Ex-Mayor 

D a n ie l  M. Fox p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  r a l l y  m arred  o n ly  

by t h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  an e x p lo d in g  c o a l  o i l  lam p. R a n d a ll  

a d d r e s s e d  h im s e l f  t o  t h e  R e p u b lican  ch a rg e  t h a t  a  D em ocra tic

A. K. McClure s t a t e s  i n  h i s  Old Time N otes t h a t  
D o u g h e r ty 's  s p e e c h  was “as  f a u l t l e s s  a s  i t  was b e a u t i f u l "  
and t h a t  i t  "was r e c e iv e d  w i th  t h e  w i l d e s t  e n th u s ia s m ."  . 
V o l .  I I ,  p .  517.

• ^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 4 Sep tem ber 1880.
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v i c t o r y  would o n ly  l e a d  t o  t h e  d o m in a t io n  o f  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  by t h e  S o u th .  He d is c o u n te d  a s  u t t e r l y  a b s u rd  t h e  

a t t a c k  t h a t  i f  t h e  Democrats won, t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o f f e r s  

would b e  em ptied  t o  pay  S o u th e rn e rs  co m p en sa tio n  f o r  l o s s e s  

i n c u r r e d  by t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  He co n c lu d ed  h i s  

rem arks by c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  e x t r a v a g a n c e s  o f  G a r f i e l d  d u r in g  

h i s  t e n u r e  as  chairm an  o f  t h e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ' Committee o f  

t h e  House and c i t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  u n d e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  

G a r f i e l d ' s  ch a irm a n sh ip  one-hundred  t h i r t e e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  

more w ere expended th a n  d u r in g  t h e  p r e v io u s  f o u r  y e a r s  u n d e r  

t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  a  D em ocrat. To R a n d a l l  t h e  Democracy 

s to o d  f o r  cheap government which he  e q u a te d  w i th  good 

g o v e rn m en t. ^

T h e se  two sp eech  making r a l l i e s  in  e a r l y  Septem ber 

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p r e lu d e  to  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r a d e ,  

an i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  h as  long  s in c e  e x p i r e d .  N e a r ly  a l l  

t h e  m a jo r  cam paigns ( p r e s i d e n t i a l  and som etim es g u b e rn a ­

t o r i a l )  w ere k ic k e d  o f f  by g i g a n t i c  p a ra d e s  t o  d e m o n s t ra te  

t o  t h e  whole c i t y  the  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  Not u n l i k e  

pep r a l l i e s  b e f o r e  a t h l e t i c  e v e n t s ,  t h e s e  p a ra d e s  s e rv e d  to  

whip up t h e  e n th u s ia sm  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  p a r t y  w o rk ers  by 

a  mass d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  p a r t y  s o l i d a r i t y .  V a s t  sums o f

-j /T
xo0 f  t h i s  s p e e c h ,  F o r n e y 's  P r o g re s s  commented: "We

a r e  g la d  t o  s e e  th e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House 
r a l l y i n g  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  G e n e ra l  H ancock,"
11 S ep tem ber  1880. T h is  i s  a n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c o o p e r a t i v e  s p i r i t  w i th in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  P a r t y .
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money w ere  sp e n t  on th e s e  em o tio n a l  e x t r a v a g a n z a s ,  con­

s i d e r e d  t o  be e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e  conduct o f  p o l i t i c a l  cam­

p a i g n s .  The D em ocratic  and R epub lican  p a ra d e s  in  1880, f o r
17exam ple , c o s t  in  ex cess  o f  one h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

On S a tu rd a y  n i g h t ,  18 Sep tem ber,  20 ,000  Democrats 

p a ra d e d  j u b i l a n t l y  down s o u th  Broad s t r e e t .  Thousands o f  

p a r t y  w orkers  and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  l i s t e n e r s  h e a rd  b o th  

Congressman R an d a ll  and S e n a to r  W allace  sp e a k  from th e  same

p l a t f o r m  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  Americus Club h o u se .  Lewis
18 , 

C a s s id y ,  th e  p rom inen t la w y e r ,  c i t y  D em ocratic  l e a d e r  ( in

t h e  W allace  f a c t i o n )  and chairm an o f  t h e  1880 P h i l a d e l p h i a  

cam paign , p r e s id e d  a t  t h e  tu m u ltu o u s  g a t h e r i n g .  He i n t r o ­

duced  R a n d a ll  who, in  t u r n ,  in t ro d u c e d  t h e  c h i e f  s p e a k e r ,  

S e n a to r  W ill iam  A. W allace .  W allace  a d d re s s e d  t h e  crowd and 

r e i t e r a t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  what R an d a ll  s a id  two weeks e a r l i e r :  

t h a t  t h e  D em ocratic  P a r ty  was n o t  a  s e c t i o n a l  p a r t y ;  t h e r e ­

f o r e ,  t h e  S ou th  would r e c e i v e  no s p e c i a l  com pensa tion  f o r

t h e  l o s s  o f  s la v e s  when th e  government r e tu r n e d  t o  th e  hands
19o f  a  D em ocra tic  c h i e f  e x e c u t iv e .  A f t e r  t h e  s e v e r a l  

o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  crowd began t h e i r  p a ra d e  w hich  l a s t e d  u n t i l  

1 a .m . Down Broad s t r e e t  and u l t i m a t e l y  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

ward h e a d q u a r te r s  t h e  Democrats c a r r i e d  b a n n e rs  i n s c r i b e d

- 7P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 24 O c to b er  1880.

1®See C h ap te r  V I I ,  -op. 208 f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  o f  
Lewis C. C a ss id y .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record , 21 Septem ber 1880.
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w i th  th e  q u o ta t io n  from G en e ra l  Hancofek's a c c e p ta n c e  sp eech :  

"The b ay o n e t  i s  n o t  a  f i t  in s t ru m e n t  t o  c o l l e c t  th e  b a l l o t s  

o f  f r e e  men." But w h i le  t h e i r  b a n n e rs  condemned v i o l e n c e ,  

t h e i r  p a r a d in g  o n ly  c r e a t e d  i t .  P a ra d e rs  w ere s to n e d  a t  

Broad and S o u th ,  Broad and C a l lo w h i l l ;  and a t  6 th  and Spruce 

a f r a c a s  o c c u r re d  when s e v e r a l  Negroes a t t a c k e d  th e  demon­

s t r a t o r s  a s  th e y  r e tu r n e d  h o m e .^

The R e p u b lic a n s  began t o  woj’py ab o u t t h e  im pact o f  th e

D em ocra tic  p a ra d e  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  p l a n s  f o r
21

an even b i g g e r  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  35 ,000  men. A week 

a f t e r  t h e  D em ocra tic  s p e c t a c l e ,  t h e  R ep u b lican  mob marched 

a b o u t  t h e  c i t y  i n  much th e  same f a s h i o n .  The g u e s t  s p e a k e r ,  

James G. B l a i n e ,  rapped  th e  Democrats f o r  t h e i r  s ta n d  on th e

t a r i f f  and d e c la r e d  t h a t  " th e  i s s u e  t o n i g h t  betw een G en e ra l
*. '■( >

G a r f i e l d  and G en e ra l  Hancock i s  w h e th e r  th e  i n d u s t r i a l

sy s tem  o f  A m e r ic a n sh a l l  be r e t a i n e d  o r  w h e th e r  i t  s h a l l  be 
22

d e s t r o y e d ."  B la in e  c o n t in u e d  w i th  an em otive  a p p e a l  t o  

t h e  I r i s h  by l i n k i n g  t h e  D em ocra tic  p o s i t i o n  o f  t a r i f f  f o r  

revenue  o n ly  a s  p a r t  o f  a  scheme t o  advance f r e e  t r a d e ,  a  

p o l i c y  w hich would o n ly  b e n e f i t  E n g l i s h  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  

a t  t h e  expense  o f  American i n d u s t r y  and American workmen.

At t h e  end o f  Septem ber t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats met 

a t  v a r io u s  n o m in a tin g  c o n v e n t io n s  t o  choose c o n g r e s s io n a l

20I b i d .

2 1I b i d .

22I b i d . ,  27 Septem ber 1880.
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and m u n ic ip a l  nom inees. In  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t

c o n v e n t io n s ,  r i v a l  c a n d id a te s  fo u g h t  f o r  t h e  n o m in a tio n s  in

t h e  F i r s t  and Second d i s t r i c t s .  In  th e  F i r s t  d i s t r i c t

George Snowden d e f e a te d  D a l la s  S an d e rs  by a  v o te  o f  6 6 -4 6 .

Snowden was a  W allace  man and  S an d e rs  a  R a n d a ll  man, b u t

t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t o  show t h a t  e i t h e r  W allace  o r  R a n d a ll

i n  any way g o t  in v o lv e d  in  t h i s  c o n t e s t .  In  t h e  Second

d i s t r i c t  D a n ie l  Dougherty  d e f e a t e d  W. W. Dundas. R a n d a l l ,

o f  c o u r s e ,  had no o p p o s i t io n  in  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t .  George

B u l l  and John K. F o lw e l l  r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  p a r t y  endorsem ents
23f o r  t h e  F o u r th  and F i f t h  d i s t r i c t s .  In  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e

D em ocra tic  nominees f o r  C ongress  and th e  S t a t e  S e n a te  t h e

Record  sh ru g g ed  i t s  s h o u ld e r s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  c a n d id a te s  f a i r

t o  m ed io c re  and conc luded : "T here  i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  knowing,
..24how ever, t h a t  in  most I n s t a n c e s ,  th e y  m ight have been  w o rse .

The c o n g r e s s io n a l  c o n t e s t s ,  though  l i v e l y ,  were n o t

b i t t e r  and d id  n o t  im p a ir  p a r t y  u n i t y .  However, in  t h e

m u n ic ip a l  nom ina tions  a  f i g h t  ra g e d  o v e r  th e  n o m in a tio n  o f

a  D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y  and c r e a t e d  a  tem pora ry  s p l i t  w h ich , in

e a r l y  O c to b e r ,  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  When th e

d e l e g a t e s  assem bled  t o  nom ina te  a  D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y ,  t h e

Record r e p o r t e r  d e s c r ib e d  a number o f  them "as  b e in g  a n x io u s
25and d is p o s e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  whole a f f a i r  i n t o  a  c a t  c o n c e r t . "

2^ I b l d . , 29 Septem ber 1880.

2^ r b i d .

25I b i d . ,  30 Septem ber 1880.
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The p a t r i c i a n  D em ocrat, John C adw alader,  J r . ,  ^  had h i s

s e a t  c o n t e s t e d  by B i l l y  R ev e l,  " a  n o to r i o u s  man ab o u t 
27to w n .1' A f t e r  t h e  chairm an o f  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  r e fu s e d  to

a c c e p t  bogus c r e d e n t i a l s  by th e  i n s u r g e n t s ,  t h e y  went t o

th e  s o u th  end o f  t h e  h a l l  and p ro c e e d e d  to  nom inate  t h e i r
28own c a n d id a t e  f o r  D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y .  S q u i r e  McMullen,

t h e  s e m i - l i t e r a t e  b u t  a s t u t e  I r i s h  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  w ard ,

and Sam R a n d a l l ’s r ig h t - h a n d  man, co n d u c te d  t h e  rump s e s s io n

w hich  nom ina ted  Furman S heppard  f o r  D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y .  The

r e g u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s to o d  by Henry H a g e r t ,  t h e  incum ben t.

The i n f u r i a t e d  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ec o rd "c a s t i g a t e d  th e  a c t i o n

o f  McMullen in  a  d o u b le  b a r r e l l e d  s h o t  a t  him and h i s

p o l i t i c a l  s u p e r i o r  and s a i d  in  an e d i t o r i a l :  " I f  Mr.

R a n d a l l  would c a l l  o f f  Mr. McMullen, Mr. McMullen would
29

c a l l  o f f  Mr. S h e p p a rd ."  In  an e a r l i e r  e d i t o r i a l  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a ' s  m a jo r  D em ocra tic  j o u r n a l  s im p ly  l i s t e d  th e  names 

o f  t h e  l e a d in g  " R e g u la rs "  and t h e  c h i e f  " B o l t e r s "  a s

S ee  C h a p te r  V I I ,  1 jp . 211  f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  John C adw alader,  J r .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 30 S ep tem b er  1880.

S ee  C h a p te r  V I I ,  p p .  238  f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  S q u i r e  McMullen.

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 4 O c to b e r  1 8 8 0 .
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f o l l o w s :

R e g u la rs  B o l t e r s

John  C adw alader, J r .  S q u i r e  McMullen
Samuel D ickson " B i l l "  G a llu p
S .  D avis Page " Jo e " .T a te m
C o l .  C has. H. Banes "C h ar ley "  Burke
John  H. C am phill  " B i l l y "  Revel
John  B. N i l l  " Jo e"  Burns
C h a r le s  H. Townsend W il l ia m  J .  G a l l a g h e r

"Ned" H a s t in g s

The ahove l i s t  prom pted th e  Record t o  co n c lu d e  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  

s a y in g :  "On t h e  one hand i s  c u l t u r e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  r e f i n e -
OQ

m ent; on t h e  o t h e r  ig n o ra n c e ,  b r u t a l i t y ,  c r im e ."

D u rin g  t h e  n e x t  two weeks t h e  c o n f l i c t  g o t  no b e t t e r  

u n t i l  Sheppard  announced h i s  w ith d ra w a l  from t h e  r a c e .  On 

16 O c to b e r  H agert was named t h e  o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  nominee and 

a  su b -c o m m itte e  was s e t  up t o  i r o n  o u t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  

t h e  b o l t e r s .  The b o l t e r s  a g re e d  t o  c o o p e r a te  w i th  t h i s  

com m ittee  and t h e  f i g h t i n g  s to p p e d  th u s  p e r m i t t i n g  a  u n i t e d  

p a r t y  t o  g e t  on w i th  t h e  cam paign.

I t  i s  c u r io u s  t o  n o te  t h a t  t h i s  f r a c a s  was t h e  o n ly  one 

in  t h e  p a r t y  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  r e l a t i v e  harmony ( 1880 -  

1890 ) i n  w hich  t h e  I r i s h  ward h e e l e r s  o f  t h e  low er l e v e l  o f  

t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  were p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  F u r th e r ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  R a n d a l l ' s  

l i e u t e n a n t ,  S q u i re  McMullen, t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e  in v o lv em en t o f  R a n d a ll  i n  t h i s  s q u a b b le ,  n o tw i th s ta n d in g  

t h e  s a r c a s t i c  s l u r  by t h e  R ecord , a  p a p e r  n e v e r  s y m p a th e t ic

3 ° I b i d . ,  30  Septem ber 1880.
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t o  R a n d a l l .  F i n a l l y ,  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  agreem ent w hich 

b ro u g h t  t h e  I r i s h  I n s u rg e n ts  b ack  t o  su p p o r t  H ag ert  f o r  

D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y  were no t r e v e a le d  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  But th e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b o l t e r s  d id  come back  t o  c o o p e ra te  w i th  th e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and th e r e b y  te r m in a te d  t h e i r  f e u d ,  u n d e rsc o re s  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  c o n f l i c t  a s  b e in g  ephem eral and n o t  deep 

s e a t e d .

The R ep u b lic a n s  s te p p e d  up t h e i r  campaign f o r  G a r f i e ld  

w i th  a  mass m ee tin g  o f  businessm en a t  t h e  Academy o f  Music 

In e a r l y  O c to b e r .  John Welsh, e x - m in i s t e r  t o  England u n d er  

H ayes, denounced t h e  Democrats and a c cu sed  them o f  f i n a n c i a l  

h e r e s y  f o r  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  th e  G reenback p a r t y .  Jo seph  

Wharton h a rp e d  on one o f  th e  m ost h a b i t u a l  R epub lican  them es: 

T h a t  t h e  S o u th  would c o n t r o l  t h e  n a t io n  i f  t h e  Democrats won 

th e  p r e s i d e n c y .  F i n a l l y ,  A lexander  Jones  warned t h a t  th e  

D em ocrats  would r u in  t h e  economy o f  t h e  c o u n try  by tam p erin g  

w i th  t h e  t a r i f f .^ 1

The Democrats a l s o  t r i e d  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  b u s in e s s

community by s p o n s o r in g  a  mass m ee tin g  o f  b u s in e s s  men a t

t h e  Academy. At t h e  R epub lican  g a t h e r i n g ,  t h e  h a l l  was

packed  t o  o v e r f lo w in g  t o  h e a r  t h e  s p e a k e r s .  O u ts id e  th e

h a l l  cam paign ch a irm a n ,  Lewis C. C a s s id y ,  a d d re s se d  a  crowd

o f  10 ,000  w o rk e rs .  S e n a to r  Thomas B ayard  o f  D elaw are , t h e
32

f e a t u r e d  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  ev en in g ,  s t r e s s e d  t h e  good b u s in e s s  

s e n s e  and econom ica l l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  House o f

^1I b l d . , 5 O c to b e r  1880.

32 i b i d . , 11 O c to b e r  1880.
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R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  and l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Sam 

R a n d a l l .  He b roadened  h i s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  a u d ie n c e  by 

e n u n c ia t in g  th e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  economic argum ent t o  a s s e r t  

t h g t  t h e  government ought t o  g e t  out o f  th e  com m ercial 

s p h e re  by a b o l i s h in g  th e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f .  The government- 

had no r i g h t  t o  m a n ip u la te  t h e  economy o f  th e  n a t i o n ;  n o r  

d id  t h e  economic o r  com m ercial i n t e r e s t s  have t h e  r i g h t  

t o  run t h e  governm ent, B ayard  d e c l a r e d .  Hence, he  j u s t i ­

f i e d  t h e  D em ocratic  p l a t f o r m  c a l l i n g  f o r  " t a r i f f  f o r  

revenue  o n ly ."  The Record commended Bayard f o r  h i s  " s t r a i g h t  

and forw ard" t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  r a t i o n a l  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  "unmarked by a p p e a ls  t o  p a s s io n ,  v i t u p e r a t i o n ,  

e t c ." 33

By m id -O ctober  t h e  D em ocra tic  e n th u s ia sm  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

began t o  dampen. No doub t t h e  O c to b er  v i c t o r i e s  o f  G a r f i e l d  

in  Ohio and I n d ia n a  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  p a r t y  

op tim ism  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  The Record observed  on 16 O c to b e r  

t h a t :  "The chances a r e  now f a v o r a b le  to  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f

G en e ra l  G a r f i e ld "  and went on t o  ru e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

R ep u b lican  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  House b e c a u s e ,  un d er  D em ocratic

r u l e :  "C o n se rv a tism  h as  r u l e d ;  expenses  have been red u ced ;
34

good f a i t h  has been e s t a b l i s h e d . "

The D em ocratic  s t r a t e g y  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  1880 campaign 

rem ained d e f e n s iv e  and n e g a t i v e .  P lagued  by th e  R ep u b lican

33rb id .

32* l b i d . ,  16 O ctober  1 8 8 0 .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



19

"Bloody S h i r t "  t a c t i c ,  D em ocratic  s p e a k e rs  c o n s t a n t l y  

a s s u r e d  t h e  v o t e r s  what t h e  p a r t y  would n o t  do i f  s u c c e s s f u l  

a t  t h e  p o l l s .  In  answ er t o  t h e  c h a rg e  t h a t  economic chaos 

would o n ly  r e s u l t  from "D em ocratic  f r e e  t r a d e  t h e o r i e s , "  t h e  

Record  s a i d :  " I t  i s  n o t  p ro p o sed  t o  a c c o m p lish  t h i s

^ A a r i f f  r e v i s i o n ^  a t  a  ju rnp ."-^  A gain , t h e  Democrats 

de fen d ed  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  S ou th  by t r y i n g  t o  r e a s s u r e  

v o te r s  t h a t  no com pensa tion  would be g iv e n  t o  fo rm er  s la v e  

ow ners . The c o n s e r v a t iv e  c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t  m e n t a l i t y  o f  

th e  p a r t y ,  b o th  n a t i o n a l l y  and l o c a l l y ,  a l s o  h e lp s  t o  

e x p la in  t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  I f  one b e l i e v e d  in  s m a l l ,  cheap 

governm ent, downward r e v i s i o n s  in  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f ,  

and l o c a l  en fo rcem en t o f  v o t in g  r i g h t s ,  he  v o te d  Demo­

c r a t i c .  The R ecord , t h e  on ly  r e a l l y  im p o r ta n t  D em ocratic  

p a p e r  in  t h e  c i t y ,  a r t i c u l a t e d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ­

i s t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m in o r i ty  p a r t y .  Two weeks b e f o r e  th e  

e l e c t i o n  t h e  Record r e p r i n t e d  an o ld  c r i t i q u e  by P r e s id e n t  

E l i o t  o f  H arvard  condemning a  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  

governm ent sh o u ld  c o n s t r u c t  a  N a t io n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  in  

W ash ing ton . The c h o ic e  o f  E l i o t ' s  e x c e r p t s  and t h e i r  con­

sp ic u o u s  p l a c e  on th e  f i r s t  page o f  t h e  p a p e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  

p a r t i c u l a r  f e a r  o f  t h e  Record as  w e l l  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  

o f  t h e  Dem ocrats r e g a rd in g  th e  scope  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn ­

m e n t 's  pow er.

P r e s i d e n t  E l i o t  say s  t h a t  ' t h e  f a t a l  f la w  t o
th e  s u b s i d i z i n g  p ro c e s s  i s  t h a t  i t  s a p s  th e

3 5 i b i d . ,  29 Septem ber 1880.
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fo u n d a t io n  o f  p u b l i c  l i b e r t y . . . .  The h a b i t  o f  
b e in g  h e lp e d  by th e  Government even t o  t h i n g s  
good in  th e m se lv e s  i s  a  most i n s i d i o u s  and 
i r r e s i s t i b l e  o f  r e p u b l ic a n is m :  f o r  t h e  v e ry
e s se n c e  o f  r e p u b l ic a n is m  i s  s e l f - r e l i a n c e * .

He shows t h a t  t h e  t r u e  t h e o r y  i s  n o t  'p r o t e c t i o n *  
w h e th e r  th ro u g h  d i r e c t  s u b s i d i e s  o r  in  t h e  g u i s e  
o f  a  t a r i f f ,  b u t ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h a t  'g o v e rn ­
ment i s  t o  do n o th in g  n o t  e x p r e s s ly  a s s ig n e d  
t o  i t ,  t h a t  i t  i s  t o  p e r fo rm  no f u n c t io n  which 
any p r i v a t e  agency  can p e r fo rm  and t h a t  i t  i s  
n o t  t o  do a  p u b l i c  good w hich  any p r i v a t e  
agency  can p e r fo rm  and t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t o  do a  
p u b l i c  good even u n le s s  t h a t  good be  o th e rw is e  
u n a t t a i n a b l e * .  T hese  a r e  go ld en  w o rd s .  36

On t h e  eve o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  S e n a to r  W allace  p r e d i c t e d

D em ocra tic  v i c t o r y  in  t h e  s t a t e  by a  s l im  10 ,000  v o t e s ;

R e p u b lican  S t a t e  Chairman C essna  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  G a r f i e l d

would c a r r y  t h e  commonwealth by 3 2 ,0 0 0 .  The Record u rg ed

a  s t r o n g  D em ocra tic  v o te  b u t  r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e

p o p u la r  and y o u th f u l  R o b e r t  E. P a t t i s o n  in  h i s  b id  f o r

r e e l e c t i o n  as  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  b e c a u se  o f  h i s  a l l e g e d

d i s l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  t i c k e t .  The Record s a i d :  " In  a  h o t

p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign and i n  an im p o r ta n t  l e g i s l a t i v e

c o n t e s t ,  upon which depend many i n t e r e s t s  o f  g r e a t

im p o r ta n c e ,  n o t  a  word h as  come from Mr. P a t t i s o n  e x c e p t

36I b i d . ,  21 S ep tem ber 1880.
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37f o r  h i m s e l f . "  In  u rg in g  a  heavy  v o te  f o r  Hancock t h e  

Record a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s e v e r a l  em ployers  

who . c a l l e d  in  t h e i r  w orkers  t o  "u rg e  t h e i r  men t o  s u p p o r t  

G a r f i e l d ." 38

On 3 November, t h e  day a f t e r  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  r e s u l t

was q u ic k ly  known: t h e  R e p u b lic a n s  c a r r i e d  t h e  c i t y  w i th

c o m fo r ta b le  m a j o r i t i e s  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  c a n d id a te s  e x c e p t
39one: R o b er t  E. P a t t i s o n  won r e e l e c t i o n  a s  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r

by 13*593 v o t e s .  Hancock l o s t  t h e  c i t y  by 21 ,000  v o te s  

p o l l i n g  43$ o f  t h e  t o t a l  p r e s i d e n t i a l  b a l l o t s  c a s t .  Hancock 

g o t  s t r o n g  b a c k in g  from th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  D em ocra tic  r i v e r  

w ards in  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .  Of t h e  

n in e  w ards t h a t  Hancock c a r r i e d ,  s i x  were i n  t h e  T h i rd  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .  He d id  e s p e c i a l l y  w e l l  in  t h e  t h i r d  

and f o u r t h  wards w hich were i n h a b i t e d  by t h e  p o o r e s t  p e o p le  

i n  th e  c i t y ,  most o f  whom were I r i s h  w o rk e rs .  He a l s o

3^ I b i d . ,  1 November 1880. I t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  
Record wa s  a  s ta u n c h  p a r t y  p a p e r .  P a t t i s o n  g a in e d  much o f  
h i s  s u p p o r t  from t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  and re fo rm  R e p u b l ic a n s  and , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  p la y e d  down h i s  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  t a c t i c  b u t  one viewed a s  b e in g  d i s l o y a l  by t h e  
R e c o rd .

S^The Record r e p o r t e d  on 1 November 1880 t h a t  on t h e  
p r e v io u s  S a tu rd a y  employees o f  John A. R i t e r ,  c a r p e n t e r s  
and  b u i l d e r s  (617 C herry  S t . )  w ere  d e t a in e d  from 5 :3 0  t o  
6 :3 0  p .m . a t  w hich t im e  th e y  were l e c t u r e d  on th e  a t t r i ­
b u te s  o f  G a r f i e l d .  S i m i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  w ere  r e p o r t e d  a t  
t h e  Thomas Dolan M i l l s  a t  Oxford & Hancock S t r e e t s  and by 
s e v e r a l  m a n u fa c tu re r s  in  t h e  Manyunk s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .

39 see  C h a p te r  V I I ,  p p . 220 f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  R obert E. P a t t i s o n .
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p e r fo rm e d  v e ry  w e l l  i n  t h e  e l e v e n th  and s i x t e e n t h  wards

w hich  w ere l a r g e l y  p o p u la te d  by I r i s h  and German w o rk e rs .

He r a n  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  b e h in d  R a n d a ll  in  th e  T h ird  c o n g r e s s io n a l

d i s t r i c t  a s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  t a l l y  shows.

l8 8 0  V o te ; T h i r d  C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t

(Ward t a l l i e d  in  n e a r e s t  hundred ; 
t o t a l s  i n  f u l l  am o u n ts .)

P r e s id e n t  Congressmen

Ward Rep. Dem. Dem. Rep,

3 13 22 23 12
4 16 25 27 15
5 21 17 18 20
6 10 13 13 10

11 10 19 19 10
12 16 17 17 15
16 16 21 21 16

1 0 ,140 13,410 1 3 ,639 9 ,912

O u ts id e  R a n d a l l ’s D em ocra tic  s t r o n g h o ld ,  Hancock c a r r i e d  

o n ly  t h r e e  w ards;  t h e  s e c o n d ,  s e v e n te e n th  and n i n e t e e n t h .  

T h ese  w ards w ere a l s o  made up o f  t h e  w orking  c l a s s ,  th o u g h  

t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were n o t  a s  p o o r  a s  t h o s e  i n  R a n d a l l ' s  

r i v e r  w a r d s . The G a r f ie ld -H a n c o c k  v o te  in  t h e s e  w ards was 

( i n  n e a r e s t  h u n d re d ) :

Ward Rep. Pern.

2 24 34
17 14 26
25 35 37

H an c o c k 's  t o t a l  c i t y  v o te  came t o  7 6 ,331  as  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  

G a r f i e l d ' s  97*219. (V o tin g  t a b l e s  w i th  a n a l y s i s  and com­

p a r i s o n s  a r e  found in  C h a p te r  V I I I  on t h e  "G rass  Roots 

S t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a . " )
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Hancock g o t  h i s  s u p p o r t  from t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Demo­

c r a t i c  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  and managed t o  make l i m i t e d  

g a in s  in  o t h e r  s e c t io n s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  

G en e ra l  Hancock p la c e d  second in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  among th e  

D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te s  f o r  th e  p r e s id e n c y  d u r in g  th e  t h i r t y  

y e a r  p e r io d  o f  1880-1910. Only G rover  C le v e la n d  d id  b e t t e r  

th a n  Hancock when in  1888 he p o l l e d  46$ o f  t h e  v o te .

As u s u a l  R an d a ll  won easy  r e e l e c t i o n ,  d e s p i t e  a  t h r e e  

c o rn e re d  r a c e  in  h i s  o ld  R iv e r  ward d i s t r i c t .  Both  Benjamin 

B e r ry ,  t h e  R ep u b lican  c a n d id a te  and DeWitt D av is ,  t h e  P ro ­

h i b i t i o n  c a n d id a te  d i s t r i b u t e d  t r a c t s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  R a n d a ll  

wards a c c u s in g  th e  incum bent o f  b e in g  s o f t  on th e  t a r i f f  

i s s u e  and o f  a d v o c a t in g  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  tow ard  f r e e  t r a d e  by 

e n d o rs in g  t h e  C in c in n a t i  p l a t f o r m  p la n k :  t a r i f f  f o r  revenue

o n ly ."  The h ig h ly  em otive a p p e a l  t o  t h e  I r i s h  t o  v o te  

a g a i n s t  t h e  Democrats b ecau se  th e y  fa v o re d  f r e e  t r a d e ,  a  

d o c t r i n e  w hich e x a l t e d  England and a b a se d  "Old I r e l a n d "  had
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40l i t t l e  i f  any im pact in  R a n d a l l ' s  s a f e  d i s t r i c t .

The p o s t  mortems a f t e r  t h e  D em ocratic  d e f e a t  i n  Novem­

b e r  i n d i c a t e d  n e i t h e r  a p e s s i m i s t i c  n o r  c y n ic a l  s p i r i t ;  in  

f a c t ,  u n d e r ly in g  D em ocratic  com m entaries  w ere s ig n s  o f  con­

t i n u e d  o p tim ism . On 13 November Porney announced, f o r  

exam ple, t h a t  h i s  jo u r n a l  w hich s u p p o r te d  Hancock, would 

now be o f f i c i a l l y  and e d i t o r i a l l y  an In d ep en d en t D em ocra tic

p u b l i c a t i o n .  F u r th e r ,  h e  d e l i g h t e d  in  th e  good showing o f
41t h e  D em ocrats  in  t h e  r e c e n t  c a n v a s s .  A week l a t e r  Porney

40C opies  o f  t h e s e  t r a c t s  can be c o n s u l te d  in  t h e  R a n d a ll  
p a p e r s .  The f i r s t  t r a c t  e n t i t l e d  " I r i s h  V o te r s ,  A t t e n t i o n ! "  
l a b e l e d  t h e  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  th e  F re e  T rad e  P a r ty .  Among 
o t h e r  p o i n t s ,  t h e  nam eless  a u th o r  o f  t h i s  p o le m ic a l  h a n d b i l l  
s t a t e s :  "W hile  t h e  I r i s h  p r o s p e r  in  ev e ry  l a n d ,  a t  home
t h e r e  i s  NOTHING FOR THEM TO DO, and t h e  i d l e n e s s  cau sed  
by B r i t i s h  F re e  T rad e  g iv e s  them o v e r  as  a  p re y  t o  RAPACIOUS 
LANDLORDS." The a u th o r  co n c lu d e s  w i th  th e  fo l lo w in g  p l e a :  
"They / I . e . ,  t h e  D em ocrats^  want a  'T a r i f f  f o r  Revenue O nly ' 
and t o  g e t  r i d  o f  P r o t e c t i o n .  W il l  you l e t  them? L e t 
I r e l a n d  and America j o i n  hands in  r e f u s in g  t o  be a c c o m p lic e s  
i n  t h e  i n i q u i t i e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  by England in  th e  name o f  
F re e  T ra d e .  GOD SAVE OLD IRELAND." In  a  second t r a c t  
Benjam in B e r r y ,  R epub lican  c a n d id a te  f o r  Congress accu sed  
R a n d a ll  o f  s u p p o r t in g  " ' T a r i f f  f o r  Revenue O nly ' which means 
t h e  r e d u c t io n  o f  w ages ."  I n  t h e  t h i r d  t r a c t  DeWitt Davis 
a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  "Workingmen o f  t h e  3 rd  D i s t r i c t "  t o  v o te  f o r  
t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  P a r ty  w hich " b e l i e v e s  in  a  P r o t e c t i v e  T a r i f f  
. . . b u t  w an ts  t h e  t a r i f f  so  r e g u la t e d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  
b o th  Workingmen and M a n u fa c tu re r ."

^ 1"We r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  o v e r  7 6 ,0 0 0  v o te s  were c a s t  f o r  
G e n e ra l  Hancock in  t h e  c i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a lo n e  on th e  
2nd o f  November, and in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  400,000 and in  th e  
c o u n try  a t  l a r g e  ab o u t  f i v e  m i l l i o n  v o t e s ,  t h e r e  ough t t o  
be  read y  and l i b e r a l  r e sp o n se  t o  t h e  scheme o f  an I n d e ­
p e n d e n t  D em ocra tic  w eekly  p a p e r  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  c l a s s  in  
P h i l a d e l p h i a . "  F o rn e y 's  P r o g r e s s ,  13 November i8 6 0 .
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d e c la r e d  t h a t :  "The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats have an even

chance  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  a  f a i r  d e a l  i n  p o l i t i c s  i f  o n ly  th e y

w i l l  be t r u e  t o  th e m se lv e s  . . . t h e  c l e a r  t h i n g  f o r  t h e

Dem ocrats t o  do i s  t o  make a  good t i c k e t ,  t o  s ta n d  by i t ,
ho

t o  l i v e  by i t  o r  t o  d i e  by i t . "

B. K in g fs E l e c t i o n : 1881

The c o m p a ra t iv e  good showing o f  t h e  p a r t y  in  t h e  1880

p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  gave c a u se  f o r  r e s t r a i n e d  optim ism ;

b u t  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  th e  n e x t  two y e a r s  gave th e  Democrats

re a so n  t o  be j u b i l a n t .  In  t h e  m u n ic ip a l  -campaign o f  l 8 8 l

t h e  Dem ocrats s u c c e s s f u l l y  e l e c t e d  t h e i r  c a n d id a te  f o r
43

mayor, Samuel G. K ing , t h e  o n ly  Democrat t o  h o ld  t h a t  

o f f i c e  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  (1 8 8 0 -1 9 1 0 ) .  And in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  

y e a r  R obert E. P a t t i s o n  won t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  and 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h im s e l f  by b e in g  t h e  o n ly  Democrat e l e c t e d  

G overnor o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  from t h e  C i v i l  War t o  t h e  New D e a l .

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  K in g 's  v i c t o r y  in  l 88 l  was t h a t  

The Dem ocrats s k i l l f u l l y  c o o p e ra te d  w i th  in d e p e n d e n t  and

^ 2 I b i d . , 20 November, 1880.

^ S e e  C h a p te r  V I I ,  op. 235 f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  Samuel G. K ing .
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re fo rm  R e p u b l ic a n s  who c o u ld  no lo n g e r  t o l e r a t e  t h e

p r e d a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  S to k e ly  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  K in g 's

e l e c t i o n  a id e d  in  t h e  r e ju v e n a t io n  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y

b u t  i t  d id  n o t  s i g n i f y  any s h i f t  on n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  o r

D em o cra tic  id e o lo g y .  O r i g i n a l l y  John C adw alader, J r .  was

s l a t e d  t o  be D em ocratic  nominee f o r  Mayor and W il l ia m  V.
45

McGrath t h e  c a n d id a te  f o r  R e c e iv e r  o f  T a x e s .  However,

Sam R a n d a l l  saw t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  D em ocra tic  s u c c e s s  i f

an e n t e n t e  co u ld  be  made w i th  t h e  r e f o r m e r s .  He e m p h a t ic a l ly

u rg e d  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  t h e  re fo rm  group  in  a l e t t e r  r e a d  a t
46t h e  n o m in a tin g  c o n v e n t io n s .  T h ree  days a f t e r  t h e  con­

v e n t i o n s ,  John Cadw alader w ithdrew  from t h e  r a c e ,  l e a v in g
47

t h e  f i e l d  open t o  K ing. A week l a t e r  McGrath w ith d re w ,

^^These  re fo rm e rs  w ere a lm o s t  e x c l u s iv e ly  R e p u b l ic a n s  
o f  t h e  u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s .  They c h a n n e le d  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  th ro u g h  th e  Committee o f  100, an o r g a n i z a t i o n  
d om ina ted  by b u s in essm en , most o f  whom w ere members o f  t h e  
Union L eague . T h is  o r g a n iz a t io n  in c lu d e d  m erch an ts  l i k e  
Rudolph B la n k en b u rg ,  John Wanamaker, J u s t u s  S t r a w b r id g e ,  e t . a l .  
A. J .  D re x e l  was th e  most a r i s t o c r a t i c  b us inessm an  who was on 
t h e  Committee o f  100. Henry C h a r le s  L ea , t h e  renowned 
M e d ie v a l i s t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  was t h e  most 
c o n sp ic u o u s  l e a d e r  in  t h i s  re fo rm  o r g a n i z a t i o n  who was n o t  
a  b u s in e ssm a n .  I n  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  re fo rm e rs  
o f  t h e  Committee o f  100 w ere  R e p u b l ic a n s .  T h e i r  c o n c e p t  o f  
re fo rm  was l i m i t e d  s o l e l y  t o  t h e  movement t o  a m e l io r a te  
c o r r u p t  m u n ic ip a l  p r a c t i c e s .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 24 Ja n u a ry  l 8 8 l .

46 I b i d .

^ 7 l b i d . , 27 Jan u a ry  l 88 l .
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t h u s  o p en in g  t h e  way f o r  t h e  n o m in a tio n  o f  John H u n te r ,  an
48in d e p e n d e n t  re fo rm  R e p u b l ic a n ,  f o r  R e c e iv e r  o f  T a x e s .  The 

s u b s e q u e n t  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  t i c k e t  by t h e  Committee 

o f  100, t h e  e n e r g e t i c  work o f  re fo rm  R ep u b lican  bus inessm an  

Rudolph B la n k en b u rg ,  and t h e  j o u r n a l i s t i c  e f f o r t s  o f  F o rn e y 1s 

P r o g re s s  and M cC lure’s Times a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  

s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  t i c k e t .  K in g 's  e l e c t i o n  by 5*500 v o te s  gave 

c a u s e  f o r  c e l e b r a t i o n  by b o th  Democrats and re fo rm  R ep u b lican s  

th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y .  In  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "The B osses
iiq

D eath  K n e l l"  t h e  Times g l o r i e d  in  th e  d e f e a t  o f  c o r r u p t  

b o s s  r u l e  and p r e d i c t e d  t h e  ad v en t  o f  c l e a n  c i t y  governm ent 

u n d e r  K in g . The s u c c e s s f u l  c o a l i t i o n  e f f o r t  in  l 88 l  t o  

e l e c t  King p ro d u ced  added s t r e n g t h  t o  th e  D em ocra ts .  The 

p a r t y  g a in e d  as  a  r e s p e c t e d  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  in  t h e  c i t y  by 

i t s  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  c o o p e r a t in g  w i th  re fo rm  R e p u b lican s  on 

m u n ic ip a l  i s s u e s .  Even though  th e  King e l e c t i o n  had no 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocratic  

p a r t y  was s t r e n g th e n e d  by h i s  e l e c t i o n — in  1 8 8 1 .

C . P a t t i s o n * s  S u c c e s s f u l  Campaign f o r  G o v e rn o r .

The r e fo r m e r s ,  e l a t e d  by Mayor K in g 's  v i c t o r y ,  began 

t o  lo o k  t o  t h e  1882  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign as  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  

t o  th ro w  o u t  t h e  Cameron Machine and e l e c t  a  r e fo rm e r  as

^ I b i d . ,  5 F e b ru a ry  l 88 l .

^^Fhe Times ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  16 F e b ru a ry ,  l 88 l .  N.B. A ll  
s u b s e q u e n t  f o o tn o te s  c i t i n g  t h e  Times r e f e r  t o  t h e  P h i l a d e lp h i a

1 new spaper  u n le s s  o th e r w is e  n o te d .
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G overnor. R a n d a l l ,  who a c t i v e l y  pushed  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  th e

re fo rm e rs  in  t h e  1881  cam paign, c o n t in u e d  t o  work tow ard

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a
50a lo n g  re fo rm  l i n e s .  A gain , he  was an im p o r ta n t  o r g a n iz e r

i n  t h e  second  s u c c e s s f u l  scheme t o  wed th e  Democrats to

t h e  re fo rm  R epub licans  by h i s  advocacy  o f  P a t t i s o n  f o r  
(51

: g o v e rn o r .  At th e  D em ocratic  s t a t e  c o n v e n tio n  f o u r  P h i l a ­

d e lp h i a  Democrats worked e n e r g e t i c a l l y  t o  s e c u re  t h e  nomina­

t i o n  o f  P a t t i s o n .  Two young men, James Gay Gordon and  John

R. Read a lo n g  w i th  v e te r a n s  Lewis C. C ass id y  and W ill ia m  F.
52H a r r i t y  c a r e f u l l y  p la n n e d  P a t t i s o n ' s  w inn ing  s t r a t e g y .

In  Septem ber t h e  Democrats convened t o  choose t h e i r  

s l a t e  f o r  m u n ic ip a l ,  s t a t e  and c o n g r e s s io n a l  o f f i c e s .

D e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  b ro ad  p o l i c y  o f  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  

t h e  re fo rm  R epub licans  had been worked o u t in  K in g 's  

campaign f o r  Mayor, t h e r e  was t h e  u s u a l  p o l i t i c a l  i n f i g h t i n g  

a t  t h e  c o n v e n t io n s .  T h e i r  c h o ic e  f o r  s h e r i f f ,  John L. Grim, 

c o n s id e re d  by many t o  be J u s t  a n o th e r  p a r t y  h ack ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  

a s s u r e d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  George deB. Keim, t h e  R epub lican

- W r i t i n g  t o  R ich ard  Vaux on 8 March 1882, R a n d a ll  
i n d i c a t e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  " t o  l i f t  up . . . a  D em ocratic  
o r g a n iz a t i o n  which w o u ld . command r e s p e c t  and prom ote refo rm  
by p u re  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i th in  o u r  h o u s e h o ld ."  Vaux C o l l e c t i o n .

-̂ P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record , 16 June 1 8 8 2 .

52See The T im es, 29 June 1882 ( c l i p p i n g  in  th e  Gordon 
S crapbook  18ST-1884) f o r  t h e  acco u n t  o f  t h e  s t r a t e g y  o f  th e  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats a t  t h e  S t a t e  C onven tion .
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nom inee. The Times c a s t i g a t e d  t h e  Dem ocrats f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n
KO

and a c cu sed  them o f  s e l l i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  Cameron m achine . J

In  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  n o m in a tio n s  t h e  Democrats made a 

more s e r i o u s  a t te m p t  t o  choose men who would a t t r a c t  th e  

" b e t t e r  e lem en t"  in  t h e  c i t y .  John C adw alader, J r .  g o t  

t h e  n o m in a tio n  in  th e  F i r s t  d i s t r i c t ;  R a n d a ll  was a g a in  

nom inated  in  t h e  T h i rd ;  in  th e  F i f t h  t h e  Democrats endorsed  

T . J .  M a r t in ,  an  in d ep en d en t  re fo rm  c a n d id a t e .  In  t h e  

Second and F o u r th  d i s t r i c t s ,  b o th  sol&d R epub lican  s t r o n g ­

h o l d s ,  W. W. Dundas and C. M. Swain w ere nom inated .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  n om ina ting  c o n v e n t io n s  were o v e r  

t h e  campaign g o t  underway. In  o r d e r  t o  spend campaign 

funds more e f f e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  Democrats d is p e n s e d  w i th  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r a d e .  O th e r  p u b l i c  m e e t in g s  and r a l l i e s ,  

e t c . ,  w ere c u t  t o  th e  b a r e s t  minimum in  o r d e r  t o  concen­

t r a t e  on a  g r a s s  r o o t s  campaign i n  w hich  g r e a t e r  em phasis 

would be p la c e d  upon p e r s o n a l  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  in  each  ward 

and d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  c i t y .  T h is  im p o r ta n t  s h i f t  in  p o l i c y

was e f f e c t e d  by th e  new D em ocratic  c i t y  cha irm an , W ill iam  
54

F . H a r r i t y ,  a  man o f  r a r e  e x e c u t iv e  a b i l i t y  whose 

r e c o g n iz e d  accom plishm ents  u l t i m a t e l y  l e d  t o  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  

a s  D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  chairm an t o  manage C le v e la n d ’s t h i r d  

campaign f o r  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  in  1 8 9 2 .

53The T im es , 29 S ep tem ber,  1882.

5^See C h a p te r  V I I ,  o p . 218  f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  o f  
W ill ia m  F .  H a r r i t y .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



30

P a t t i s o n  w is e ly  chose  t o  a v o id  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  su ch  

a s  t h e  t a r i f f  and c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  s t a t e w id e  

re fo rm  and b e t t e r  governm ent. A devou t M e th o d is t ,  he 

p e r s o n i f i e d  r e c t i t u d e  and h o n e s ty  t o  many o f  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  

and re fo rm  R e p u b l ic a n s .  As C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

he  g a in e d  th e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e in g  an h o n e s t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

who clam ped down on u n n e c e s sa ry  and u n a u th o r iz e d  e x p e n d i tu r e s  

by v e n a l  u n d e r l in g s  in  t h e  R e p u b lican  M achine. P a t t i s o n  

a l s o  b e n e f i t e d  from th e  s t a t e  R e p u b lican  s p l i t  o f  1882. The 

Cameron-Quay o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a n d -p ic k e d  G e n e ra l  James A.

B e a v e r ,  a  Machine ru b b e r  s tam p, t o  head  t h e  p a r t y  t i c k e t .  A 

s t a t e  f a c t i o n  o f  In d ep en d en t  R e p u b lic a n s  b o l t e d  and nom inated  

S t a t e  S e n a to r  John S te w a r t  o f  F r a n k l in  County f o r  G o v e rn o r . ^  

As t h e  t h r e e  way r a c e  d e v e lo p e d ,  P a t t i s o n ' s  chances  g o t  

b r i g h t e r .

D e s p i te  t h e  g e n e r a l  D em ocra tic  e n th u s ia sm  f o r  P a t t i s o n ,  

t h e  o ld  g u a rd  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , t h e  organ  o f  p a r t y  

ch a u v in ism  in  t h e  c i t y ,  d id  n o th in g  t o  advance  h i s  cam paign . 

The Record c o n s t a n t l y  b e l i t t l e d  P a t t i s o n ,  c a l l e d  i n t o  

q u e s t io n  h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  D em ocra tic  p r i n c i p l e s  and became 

an i r r i t a n t  t o  t h e  t h o u g h t f u l  p a r t y  men who c o n t in u e d  t o  s e e k
eg

non-D em ocra tic  s u p p o r t  f o r  P a t t i s o n .  B u t ,  t h e  R ep u b lican  

s p l i t  and th e  re fo rm  campaign o f  t h e  Democrats made v i c t o r y

5 5 se e  A. K. M cClure, Old Time N o te s , V o l.  I I ,  p p .  5 3 1 -4 1 .

5^See P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 8 J u ly  1882 f o r  an example 
o f  t h i s  a t t i t u d e .
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f o r  P a t t i s o n  i n e v i t a b l e .  P a t t i s o n  cam paigned h a rd  in  th e  

c i t y  and s t a t e  and won v i c t o r y  by a  c o m fo r ta b le  p l u r a l i t y  

o v e r  B e a v e r .  In  t h e  s t a t e  he p o l l e d  355,791 t o  B e a v e r 's  

3 1 5 ,5 8 9  w h i le  S t e w a r t ,  t h e  In d ep en d en t  R e p u b l ic a n ,  p la c e d  

a  p o o r  t h i r d  w i th  4 3 ,743  v o t e s .

In  t h e  c i t y  t h e  q u i e t  campaign s u p e r v i s e d  by H a r r i t y

y i e l d e d  handsome d iv id e n d s .  The norm al 15 ,000  t o  2 0 ,000

R e p u b l ic a n  v o te  p l u r a l i t y  was c u t  t o  3 ,0 0 0 .  The sm a l l

S te w a r t  v o te  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most o f  t h e  re fo rm

R e p u b lic a n s  v o te d  d i r e c t l y  f o r  P a t t i s o n .  The c i t y  v o t e  was:

B ea v er  (R) 7 0 ,875
P a t t i s o n  (D) 67 ,411
S te w a r t  (IR) 7 ,9 9 2

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  P a t t i s o n  v o te  re a c h e d  46$, an a l l  t im e

h ig h  D em ocra tic  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  p e r c e n ta g e  f o r  t h e  1880-1910

p e r i o d .  P a t t i s o n  c a r r i e d  e v e ry  s i n g l e  ward in  t h e  r i v e r

ward d i s t r i c t  a n d ,  in  f a c t ,  he perfo rm ed  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r

th a n  R a n d a l l ,  a s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  t a l l y  shows:

1882 V o te : T h i rd  C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t

(Ward t a l l i e s  i n  n e a r e s t  hundred ; 
t o t a l s  in  f u l l  am o u n ts .)

G overnor Congressman

Ward
~ T ~

4
5
6 

11 
12 
16

Rep. Dem. Dem. Rep.
~ m ~ r g “ T9 ~TT

10 21 21 1?14 15 15 14
6 11 11 7
6 16 16 7

10 16 15 11
12 20 20 13

6 ,8 3 5 1 1 ,8 1 9 1 1 ,6 8 8 7 ,3 0 2
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O u ts id e  R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t ,  P a t t i s o n  ( l i k e  Hancock in  

1 8 8 0 ) c a r r i e d  o n ly  th e  se c o n d ,  s e v e n te e n th  and t w e n t y - f i f t h  

w ards a s  f o l lo w s :

(V otes i n  n e a r e s t  h u n d re d .)

Ward Rep. Dem.

2 19  28
17 11 23
25 ■ 29 34

But t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  i s  t h a t ,  w h i le  P a t t i s o n  l o s t  

tw e n ty -o n e  t r a d i t i o n a l  R e p u b lic a n  w ard s ,  he c u t  i n t o  t h e  

norm al m achine  m a j o r i t i e s  i n  e v e ry  s i n g l e  one. His trem endous 

g a in s  among R ep u b lican  v o t e r s  a c c o u n ts  f o r  h i s  l o s s  o f  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  by o n ly  3#400 v o te s  w hereas  Hancock, two y e a r s  

e a r l i e r ,  l o s t  t h e  c i t y  by 2 1 ,0 0 0  v o t e s .

In  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  R a n d a ll  a g a in  sw ept to  

v i c t o r y ,  w h i le  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te s  s u f f e r e d  

d e f e a t .  However, t h e  D em ocra tic  c o n g r e s s io n a l  nominees d id  

b e t t e r  th a n  i n  t h e  p r e v io u s  e l e c t i o n  o f  1880. In  R e t r o s p e c t ,  

i t  was t h e  second  b e s t  y e a r  f o r  t h e  D em ocra tic  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

c a n d id a t e s  f o r  t h e  t h i r t y  y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .  In  t h e  

F i f t h  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  D e m o c ra t ic - In d e p e n d e n t  c a n d id a t e  came 

w i th in  2 ,3 0 0  v o te s  o f  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  R e p u b lican  incum ben t.

The r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  were ev e n ly  d iv id e d  w i th  t h e  R e p u b l i ­

cans  e l e c t i n g  t h e  S h e r i f f  and th e  C i ty  T r e a s u r e r  w h i le  t h e  

D em ocra ts ,  a id e d  by t h e  r e fo r m e r s ,  e l e c t e d  a  Judge and t h e  

R e g i s t e r  o f  W i l l s .  A l l  o f  t h e  c o n t e s t s  w ere c l o s e .
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T hus , in  t h e  two y e a r  p r e lu d e  (1880-1882) t o  t h e  C lev e­

la n d  e r a  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats d e m o n s tra te d  s t r e n g t h  

and v i t a l i t y  as  a  f o r c e f u l  and e f f e c t i v e  m in o r i ty  p a r t y .
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CHAPTER I I

CLEVELAND AND THE PHILADELPHIA DEMOCRACY

A. The Campaign o f  1884

A f t e r  tw e n ty - fo u r  y e a r s  o f  p r e s i d e n t i a l  d e f e a t s  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  Democracy r e c e iv e d  a new l e a s e  on l i f e  when th e  

young New York G overnor, G rover  C le v e la n d ,  won e l e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  p r e s id e n c y  o v e r  t h e  "Plumed K n ig h t ,"  James G. B la in e .  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats ,  j u b i l a n t  o v e r  C le v e la n d 's  v i c t o r y ,  

lo o k ed  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  b o th  

n a t i o n a l l y  and l o c a l l y .  F o r  t h e y  had w atch ed , w a i te d  and 

k e p t  t h e i r  v i g i l  f o r  n e a r ly  a g e n e r a t i o n .  Though v i c t o r i e s  

a t  home had been d im in u t iv e ,  t h e  Democrats o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

co u ld  g lo r y  in  t h e  accom plishm ents  o f  Sam R a n d a ll  and R obert  

P a t t i s o n .  And now w i th  C le v e la n d  in  t h e  W hite House th e y  

c o u ld  lo o k  fo rw ard  t o  r e c e i v i n g  a  few plums o f  f e d e r a l  

p a t r o n a g e  f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a n s .

B u t ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n ts  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  l e a d in g  up 

t o  C le v e l a n d 's  e l e c t i o n  p roduced  n e i t h e r  th e  op tim ism  n o r  

e n th u s ia sm  t h a t  th e  can d id acy  o f  Hancock evoked in  1880.

Even though  no sch ism  o r  i n t e n s i v e  f a c t i o n a l i s m  im p a ire d  

t h e  D em ocra tic  o r g a n iz a t i o n  in  1884, i t  cou ld  n o t  m u s te r  an 

a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  f o r  C le v e la n d .  S e v e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  

h e lp  t o  e x p la in  why th e  Dem ocrats s l i p p e d  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a

34
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in  1884, t h e  y e a r  o f  D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  v i c t o r y .

In  F e b ru a ry  1884 t h e  Democrats l o s t  t h e  m a y o ra l ty  

when Samuel G. King f a i l e d  i n  h i s  b id  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .  W hile 

King s ta n d s  o u t  a s  t h e  f i r s t  mayor o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  h i r e  

Negro p o l ic e m e n ,  t h a t  in n o v a t io n  c o n s t i t u t e d  h i s  o n ly  m ajo r  

acco m p lish m en t.  I t  i s  rem ark ab le  t h a t  su ch  a b re a k th ro u g h  

f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  B lack s  was e f f e c t e d  by a D em ocrat. H is a c t  

prom pted  a  fo rm a l l e t t e r  o f  th a n k s  by a  group  o f  c o lo re d  

c i t i z e n s ,  b u t t h e  b l a c k  community d id  n o t  s h i f t  i t s  l o y a l t y  

from th e  R e p u b lic a n s  t o  s u p p o r t  King f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .

King f a i l e d  t o  be r e e l e c t e d  b ecau se  o f  h i s  i n e p t i t u d e  

a s  m ayor. He seemed t o  be o b l iv io u s  o f  th e  p rob lem s of 

th e  c i t y ,  and , t h e r e f o r e ,  o f f e r e d  no s o l u t i o n s  f o r  them. 

F o rn e y 1s P r o g r e s s , w hich s u p p o r te d  King v ig o r o u s ly  in  l 8 8 l ,  

made th e  fo l lo w in g  o b s e rv a t io n  a  y e a r  a f t e r  he e n te r e d  

o f f i c e :

Mayor King i s  o f t e n  a s to n i s h e d .  Every  month 
o r  so  a  new spaper t e l l s  him abou t som eth ing  
t h a t  i s  g o in g  on and th e n  His Honor r a i s e s  
h i s  hands and a s k s ,  'Can i t  be. so? Why I  
n e v e r  h e a rd  i t . '  Mayor King sh o u ld  i m i t a t e  
o t h e r  r u l e r s ,  and a c q u a in t  h im s e l f  p e r s o n ­
a l l y  w i th  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  p e o p le  
o f  h i s  dom ain. 1

The bus inessm en  who made l i b e r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  K in g 's

e l e c t i o n  in  l 88 l ,  s im p ly  ig n o re d  him when he ra n  f o r  r e -

e l e c t i o n .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  King f a i l e d  t o  be  a  dynamic re fo rm

mayor a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l o s t  t h e  su p p o r t  he had won in  l 88 l .

^ F o rn e y 's  P r o g r e s s ,  1 A p r i l  1882, p .  322.
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H is narrow  v i c t o r y  by 5 ,5 0 0  v o te s  in  l 88 l  e l a t e d  th e  Demo­

c r a t s ,  b u t  h i s  d e f e a t  in  1884 by 8 ,6 0 0  v o te s  o n ly  added to
2t h e  D em o cra tic  do ld rum s.

The p o l i t i c a l  m is f o r tu n e  o f  Sam R a n d a ll  f u r t h e r  

dampened D em ocratic  hopes in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  In  1880 R a n d a l l ,  

a s  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House, re a c h e d  h i s  p eak  o f  n a t i o n a l  p ro m i­

n e n c e .  Had i t  no t been f o r  t h e  d a l l i a n c e  o f  T i ld e n ,  R a n d a ll  

p r o b a b ly  would have been  nom inated  f o r  th e  p r e s id e n c y  o v e r  

Hancock. The Democrats l o s t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  House i n  th e  

1880 e l e c t i o n s  which meant t h a t  R a n d a ll  l o s t  t h e  S p e a k e r ­

s h i p .  When t h e  Democrats r e g a in e d  t h e  House in  1883 R a n d a ll  

c o n f i d e n t l y  e x p ec ted  t o  w ie ld  th e  S p e a k e r 's  g a v e l  a g a in ,  b u t  

t h a t  e x p e c t a t i o n  was c ru sh e d  by John G. C a r l i s l e  o f  K entucky . 

C a r l i s l e  s to o d  f o r  t a r i f f  re fo rm  and managed t o  g e t  most

o f  t h e  v o te s  o f  S o u th e rn  and W estern  congressm en who co u ld
4

n o t fo l lo w  R a n d a l l ' s  h ig h  t a r i f f  p o s i t i o n .  The f a c t  t h a t

p
Commenting on th e  outcome o f  t h e  K ing-Sm ith  e l e c t i o n  

o f  1884, F o r n e y 's  P ro g re s s  o b se rv e d  on 1 March 1884, co n ­
c e r n in g  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  "many gen tlem en  o f  i n f l u e n c e  and 
w e a l th .  . . . "  "They d id  n o t . c a r e  a ra p  u n d e r  th e  c ircu m ­
s t a n c e s ,  w hich  p a r t y  t r iu m p h e d ,  and th e y  c a s t  no b a l l o t s .  I t  
was a c o n t e s t  o f  th e  ' i n s '  and th e  ' o u t s '  and a  most u n ­
p l e a s a n t  c o n t e s t  o f  t h e  k in d  a t  t h a t — n o th in g  m ore ."

^See A. K. M cC lure 's  Old Time N otes o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia .
V o l.  I I ,  p .  24 and a l s o  C h a p te r  I ,  p .  8 o f  t h i s  s tu d y .

^See James A. B a rn e s ,  John G. C a r l i s l e , pp . 6 8 -7 4 .  A lso ,  
i t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d  t h a t ,  w h i le  R a n d a ll  ap p e a re d  c o n f id e n t  o f  
b e in g  e l e c t e d  S p eak e r ,  he was w e l l  in fo rm ed  o f  th e  C a r l i s l e  
cam paign . F o r  exam ple, a  Texas f r i e n d  w ro te  t o  in fo rm  R a n d a ll  
t h a t  Judge  Reagan, th e  l o c a l  congressm an, was wrapped up in  
t h e  " C a r l i s l e  b u s in e s s . "  R a n d a l l ' s  In fo rm an t  w ro te  know ledge­
a b ly  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  t h e  S o u th  and u rg ed  
R a n d a l l  t o  g e t  busy l e s t  C a r l i s l e  c a p tu r e  t h e  Old C o n fed e racy .  
Hand t o  R a n d a l l ,  28 November 1 8 8 2 , R a n d a ll  P a p e r s .  A lso  s e e  
C h a p te r  I ,  p .  8 o f  t h i s  s tu d y .
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R a n d a l l  l o s t  t h e  S ou th  and West on t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  and

c o u ld  depend o n ly  upon th e  N o r th e a s te r n  s t a t e s  s e r i o u s l y

hampered h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  1884.

R a n d a l l ' s  p o o r  showing a t  t h e  1884 n a t i o n a l  c o n v en tio n

d e p re s s e d  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra ts .  A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t

R a n d a ll  w ithd rew  h i s  c a n d id a c y  (he p o l l e d  78  v o te s  t o

C le v e l a n d 's  392) and th re w  h i s  s u p p o r t  t o  C le v e la n d .  Even

th o u g h  t h e  R a n d a l l i t e s  co u ld  t a k e  com fort  in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

th e y  d id  manage t o  keep  t h e  t a r i f f  r e v i s i o n  p la n k  an

ambiguous o ne , t h e  im p o r ta n t  f a c t  rem ains  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r

o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  D em ocra tic  f o r c e s  was r e j e c t e d  a t  th e

Chicago c o n v e n t io n .

As a  consequence  o f  R a n d a l l ' s  d e f e a t ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a

Democrats l o s t  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  F o r n e y 's  P r o g r e s s , which

s h i f t e d  i t s  endorsem ent t o  t h e  R e p u b lican  p r e s i d e n t i a l

nom inee, James G. B l a i n e .  F o r n e y 's  P r o g r e s s , now e d i t e d

by John F o rn ey ,  J r . ,  who i n h e r i t e d  t h e  j o u r n a l  upon th e

d e a th  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  in  l 88 l ,  i n  J u ly  u rg ed  t h e  nom ination  
5

o f  R a n d a l l .  A f t e r  t h e  Chicago c o n v e n t io n  th e  e d i t o r

abandoned t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  made t h e  p a p e r  " s t r i c t l y

in d e p e n d e n t ,"  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  n o m in a tio n  o f  C le v e la n d  and

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  him "a  young Democrat w i th o u t  any D em ocratic  

* «6r e c o r d .  i n  d e c l a r i n g  f o r  t h e  B la in e -L o g a n  t i c k e t ,  F o rn e y 's

^ F o rn e y 's  P r o g r e s s , 5 J u ly  1884.

6 I b i d . ,  19 J u ly  1884.
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P ro g re s s  a d m it te d  i t s  d i s p l e a s u r e  a t  th e  shabby t r e a tm e n t

g iv e n  t o  R a n d a ll :

P ro g re s s  has ad v o ca ted  th e  nom ina tion  o f  
Mr. R an d a ll  by t h e  D em ocrats, and i t  would 
have  e a r n e s t l y  su p p o r te d  t h a t  n o m in a tio n .  . . .
Mr. R a n d a ll  r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  t h a t  i s  b e s t  in  
t h e  D em ocratic  P a r ty ,  and t h a t  p a r t y ,  h av in g  
tu rn e d  i t s  back  upon him, i t  must be w i l l i n g  
t o  be judged by th e  p o l i c y  i t  has em braced. 7

T hus, th e  c o u rse  o f  e v e n ts  b e g in n in g  in  F e b ru a ry  w i th  

K in g 's  d e f e a t ,  in c lu d in g  R a n d a l l ' s  u n s u c c e s s fu l  f i g h t  f o r  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m in a tio n ,  and th e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  F o r n e y 's  

P r o g r e s s , a l l  had a  r e a l  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i n f lu e n c e  in  

dampening D em ocratic  s p i r i t s  i n  t h e  1884 campaign.

As th e  D em ocratic  c i t y  campaign p ro g re s s e d  th e  p a r t y  

s u f f e r e d  th e  em barrassm ent o f  a  s e r i o u s  s c a n d a l  which 

t h r e a t e n e d  to  im p a ir  f u r t h e r  i t s  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  re fo rm e rs  

and in d e p e n d e n ts .  W ill iam  N. H i r s t ,  th e  incumbent C i ty  

C o n t r o l l e r ,  was renom ina ted  f o r  a  second te rm  by th e  Demo­

c r a t s .  In  O ctober  i t  was d is c o v e re d  t h a t  he had fo rg e d  

n o te s  a t  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  N a t io n a l  Bank in  o r d e r  t o  r e l i e v e

h i s  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r e s s .  The Times c a r r i e d  f u l l
8co v erag e  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  th u s  f o r c in g  th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  

H i r s t  from th e  t i c k e t .  But t o  c o m p lic a te  m a t t e r s  H i r s t ' s  

sy m p a th iz e rs  on th e  D em ocratic  C i ty  Committee renom ina ted

7 I b i d .

®The Tim es, 23 O ctober 1884.
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him a f t e r  h i s  w ith d ra w a l ,  an a c t i o n  The Times condemned as

" s u i c i d a l  f o l l y " ^  f o r  th e  p a r t y .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  how ever,

H i r s t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h i s  c o n t in u e d  c an d id acy  would do him o r

th e  p a r t y  no good,- so he w ithdrew  a g a in ;  t h i s  t im e  he made
10

h i s  a c t i o n  u n e q u iv o c a l .  In  t h i s  v e ry  c l o s e  c a l l  t h e  

Democrats managed t o  s n a tc h  v i c t o r y  o u t o f  t h e  jaws o f  

d e f e a t  by o f f e r i n g  th e  n om ina tion  t o  C o l.  R obert P. D e c h e r t ,  

whose r e c t i t u d e  and im peccab le  r e p u t a t i o n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

e q u a l le d  t h a t  o f  R obert P a t t i s o n .  Many businessm en  who 

had been a t t r a c t e d  t o  P a t t i s o n  and King came t o  D e c h e r t 's  

a id  in  t h e  cam p a ig n .1 '*' Hence, t h e  Democrats a g a in  ea rn ed  

th e  c o n f id e n c e  o f  th e  in d e p e n d e n ts  who saw in  th e  p a r t y  a 

v i a b l e  means o f  e f f e c t i n g  re fo rm  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  good 

governm ent in  t h e  c i t y .

A side  from t h e  p e r s o n a l  s c a n d a ls  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  

two p r e s i d e n t i a l  nominees and t h e  s tu p i d  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  ja b  

o f  t h e  Reverend D r. B u rch a rd ,  t h e  o n ly  i s s u e  d i s c u s s e d  

w i th  any s e r io u s n e s s  d u r in g  th e  campaign was th e  o ld  

t a r i f f  q u e s t io n .  The R e p u b l ic a n s ,  as  u s u a l ,  con tended  

t h a t  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  o p e ra te d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

b o th  w orkers  and m a n u fa c tu re r s ,  w h i le  th e  Democrats a g a in

9 I b i d . ,  26 O c tober  1884.

10I b i d . , 28  O c tober  1884.

^ T h e  Times on 1 November 1884 r e p o r t e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  
c o n c e rn in g  t h e  B u s in essm en 's  r a l l y  f o r  D ech er t  a t  H o r t i ­
c u l t u r a l  H a l l :  "The s p e a k e rs  w ere a l l  R epublicans , and a l l
men who have g iv e n  much t im e  and th o u g h t  and e f f o r t  t o  
s e c u re  good government f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a . "
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c a l l e d  f o r  a  " t a r i f f  f o r  revenue  o n ly ."  The D em ocratic

p la n k  came f a r  s h o r t  o f  f r e e  t r a d e ,  a  p o l i c y  th e y  were

c o n s t a n t l y  b e in g  accu sed  o f  a d v a n c in g .  The Democrats a l s o

m a in ta in e d  t h a t  a  p o l i c y  o f  " t a r i f f  f o r  revenue  on ly"  would

red u ce  t a x e s  and be  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  a l l  t h e  p e o p le .  A s t r o n g

b e l i e f  in  t h e  co n cep t  o f  a  l i m i t e d  government u n d e rg i rd e d

t h i s  t a r i f f  p la n k .  The Democrats m a in ta in e d  t h a t  t h e

governm ent sh o u ld  govern  o n ly  when a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y ,

and i t  s h o u ld  conduc t i t s  b u s in e s s  a s  eco n o m ica lly  a s

p o s s i b l e  th e r e b y  s a v in g  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  t a x  money.

To F o r n e y 's  P ro g re s s  t h e  D em ocra tic  t a r i f f  p la n k  was

b u t  a n o th e r  " s t r a d d l e "  betw een a c l e a r  p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o t e c t i o n

(which i t  s u p p o r te d )  and t h e  a n a r c h i s t i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  f r e e

t r a d e  (which i t  a b h o r r e d ) .  F o r n e y 's  P ro g re s s  rem ained t r u e

t o  R a n d a ll  b ecau se  o f  h i s  s ta n d  on t h e  t a r i f f  b u t  c a s t i g a t e d
12t h e  D em ocratic  m id d le  p o s i t i o n  f o r  b e in g  a  "cow ard ly  o n e ."

B oth  th e  D em ocratic  Record and th e  in d ep en d en t  Times

gave v ig o ro u s  s u p p o r t  t o  C le v e la n d  and th e  D em ocratic

p o s i t i o n  on th e  t a r i f f .  In  a d i s p a s s i o n a t e  d i s c u s s io n  o f

t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  The Times summed up i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  th e

fo l lo w in g  p a ra g ra p h :

L e t  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  workingmen, f i n a n c i e r s ,  
bus inessm en  and a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  p r o s ­
p e r i t y  o f  i n d u s t r y  and t r a d e ,  re a d  and judge  
f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  Both  p a r t i e s  d e c l a r e  t h a t  th e  
T a r i f f  must be re d u ced ;  b o th  d e c l a r e  f o r  th e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l a b o r ;  b u t  t h e  D em ocra tic  p l a t f o r m

12F o r n e y 's  F r o g r e s s ,  2 August 1884.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



41

a lo n e  demands f o r  r e d u c t io n  o f  a l l  n e e d le s s  
t a x e s  and t h e  r e p e a l  o f  &11 o p p r e s s iv e  t a x e s  
upon o u r  i n d u s t r y .  13

As t h e  campaign d ragged  on , i t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y

a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  Democrats c o u ld  n o t  c a r r y  t h e  c i t y  f o r

C le v e la n d .  The Times p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b lic a n s  would

p o l l  100 ,000  v o te s  f o r  B la in e  w h i le  t h e  Democrats c o u ld
3.4

e x p e c t  t h e i r  v o te  t o  r e a c h  8 0 ,0 0 0 .  On 16 and a g a in  on 28 

O c to b e r  The Times su rv ey ed  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  and f o r e ­

c a s t  on b o th  o c c a s io n s  t h a t  C le v e la n d  would be  e l e c t e d  b u t  

t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  c a r r y  P e n n s y lv a n ia .

In  an  age  b e f o r e  t h e  ad v en t  o f  ’’s c i e n t i f i c  p o l l s t e r s "

The T im e s ' p r e d i c t i o n s  were am az in g ly  a c c u r a t e .  B la in e  

c a r r i e d  t h e  c i t y  by a  v o te  o f  101 ,288  t o  C le v e la n d 's  71*288. 

Sam R a n d a l l  won a g a in ,  b u t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  D em ocra tic  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  c a n d id a te s  went down t o  d e f e a t .  The d e c i s iv e  

v i c t o r y  o f  C o l .  D ech e r t  f o r  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  by n e a r ly  

2 4 ,000  v o te s  p ro d u ced  t h e  o n ly  b r i g h t  s p o t  f o r  th e  D em ocrats .

C le v e la n d  f a i l e d  t o  e x c i t e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats .  He 

c a r r i e d  o n ly  e i g h t  wards in  t h e  c i t y ,  s i x  o f  them in  R a n d a l l ' s  

d i s t r i c t .  In  t h e  r i v e r  wards R a n d a ll  o u t - p o l l e d  C le v e la n d  

by a b o u t  500 v o t e s .  R a n d a ll  d e f e a t e d  h i s  R ep u b lican  opponent 

by a  v o te  o f  12 ,340  t o  9*055 w h i le  C le v e la n d  c a r r i e d  th e  

d i s t r i c t  1 1 ,8 3 8  t o  9*551* O u ts id e  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  wards 

C le v e la n d  c a r r i e d  o n ly  wards two and s e v e n te e n ,  b o th  a d ja c e n t

13The T im es , 29  O c to b er  1884. 

l 4I b i d . ,  26  O c to b er  1884.
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t o  t h e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t  and b o th  i n h a b i t e d  by t h e  w ork ing  

c l a s s .  C le v e la n d 's  p o o r  showing o f  4 l$  o f  t h e  t o t a l  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  v o te  p la c e d  him f i v e  p e r c e n ta g e  p o i n t s  b e h in d  th e  

1880 Hancock v o t e .  C le v e la n d  f a i l e d  t o  c u t  i n t o  t h e  normal 

R ep u b lican  m i d d l e - c l a s s  wards where Hancock r e g i s t e r e d  

l i m i t e d  s u p p o r t .  T h u s ,  f o r  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy, t h e  

C le v e la n d  e r a  had a  s l u g g i s h  s t a r t .

B . Loss and G a in : 1886 E l e c t i o n s

As th e  1886  campaign a p p ro a c h e d ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Dem ocrats showed no s ig n  o f  r e j u v e n a t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  '84  

and '8 6  campaigns t o g e t h e r  s o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  

p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  d ecad e  o f  t h e  8 0 ' s ,  b u t ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

t h a t  d e c l i n e  was s h o r t - l i v e d  and had no perm anen t i l l  

e f f e c t s  on t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  p a r t y ,  which would soon e n jo y  a  

r e s u rg e n c e  more d ra m a t ic  th a n  t h e  one e x p e r ie n c e d  in  t h e  

18 8 0 -8 2  p e r i o d .

P a t t i s o n ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was w id e ly  h a i l e d  by t h e  

in d e p e n d e n ts  (even  th o u g h  some o f  them  o b je c t e d  s t r e n u o u s ly

t o  t h e  ap p o in tm en t o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  Lewis C.
15C a s s id y ,  as  A t to rn e y  G e n e r a l ) .  ' But he c o u ld  n o t ,  u n d e r  

t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  s e rv e  a  second  c o n s e c u t iv e  

te rm .  The Democrats nom inated  Chauncy B la c k ,  o f  L a n c a s t e r ,  

a  s t r o n g  R a n d a ll  man, f o r  G overnor. From t h e  v e ry  b e g in n in g

^^The m a jo r  o b j e c t i o n  t o  C a ss id y  was h i s  image o f  a  
p a r t y  p o l i t i c i a n  o f  t h e  b o ss  t y p e .  See A. K. M cClure,
Old Time N otes o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l.  I I ,  p .  5 4 2 f f .
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h i s  campaign was doomed t o  f a i l u r e  b e cau se  th e  R epub licans  

mended fe n c e s  and u n i t e d  in  t h e i r  su p p o r t  o f  James B eaver.

The a p a t h e t i c  Democrats feegan th e  '86  canvass  s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  t h e  co n v e n tio n s  in  l a t e  S ep tem ber. Only one p r im ary  

f i g h t  o c c u r re d  when W ill iam  M cAleer, a  young I r i s h  b u s in e s s ­

man won t h e  nom ination  f o r  t h e  second S t a t e  S e n a t o r i a l

d i s t r i c t  o v e r  S q u ire  McMullen's h a n d -p ic k e d  c a n d id a te ,  John 
16

Donohue. Tha t p a r t y  f i g h t  cau sed  no s p l i t  in  t h e  p a r t y ,

b u t  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e cau se  i t  s ig n a le d  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f

t h e  r i s e  o f  McAleer a s  a  m a jo r  l e a d e r  in  t h e  P h i l a d e lp h ia

D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  In  Septem ber t h e  Democrats a l s o  nom inated
17a n o th e r  r i s i n g  young l e a d e r ,  James Gay Gordon, who was 

unan im ously  named f o r  a f u l l  t e r n  as  Judge o f  t h e  Court o f  

Common P le a s  No. 3 . He had been a p p o in te d  to  t h e  bench by 

G overnor P a t t i s o n  in  1885  t o  f i l l  an u n e x p ire d  te rm . In  h i s  

s h o r t  j u d i c i a l  t e n u r e  b e f o re  t h e  1886  e l e c t i o n ,  he won th e  

c o n f id e n c e  o f  th e  r e s p e c t a b l e  m id d le - c l a s s  o f  t h e  c i t y  by 

c lo s in g  bawdy houses and d e a l in g  h a r s h ly  w i th  g am b le rs .

D e s p i te  t h e  l i v e l y  can d id a c y  o f  McAleer and th e  g e n e ra l  

p o p u l a r i t y  o f  Gordon, t h e  Democrats were p lag u ed  by a p a th y .  

In  th e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  n o m in a tio n s  th e  Democrats chose weak 

n o n e n t i t i e s  t o  oppose th e  R epub lican  c a n d id a te s  e x c e p t ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  T h ird  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t  where R an d a ll  

won unanimous re n o m in a tio n .  The Sunday I tem  o b se rv ed :

■l̂ The T im es, 28 Septem ber 1886.

■'•''See C h ap te r  V I I ,  ip. 222 f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  James Gay Gordon.
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A g a in s t  Henry H. Bingham in  t h e  F i r s t  Con­
g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  n o m in a tio n  o f  
M ichael J .  Ryan i s  a  mere f o r m a l i t y .  W ill iam  
S .  Thomas in  t h e  Second d i s t r i c t  s c a r c e l y  
e x p e c ts  t o  f i l l  t h e  s e a t  o f  C h a r le s  O’N e i l l .
S a m 'l  S . / s i c /  R a n d a l l ,  i s ,  o f  c o u rse  a s s u r e d  
r e - e l e c t i o n  by t h e  mere f a c t  o f  h i s  renom ina­
t i o n .  18

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Evening C a l l  d e s c r ib e d  th e  l e t h a r g i c  

s t a t e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  an e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d :  "The D em oralized

Democracy" in  w hich t h e  a u th o r  s t a t e d ,  "Democracy and 

d e m o r a l iz a t io n  a r e  synonymous te rm s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  &t 

p r e s e n t . " 1^ The e d i t o r i a l  p o in te d  o u t  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  th e  

Democrats had had in  g e t t i n g  th e  n e c e s s a ry  quorum f o r  nomi­

n a t in g  c o n v e n t io n s  and blamed th e  p a r t y  f o r  s q u a b b l in g  to o  

much o v e r  f e d e r a l  p a t r o n a g e .

W hile t h e  Dem ocrats began th e  campaign o f  1886 h a l f ­

h e a r t e d l y ,  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  waged an a l l - o u t  o f f e n s i v e  t o  

r e g a in  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c h a i r .  The G .O .P . sh rew d ly  i n ­

j e c t e d  th e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  i n t o  th e  c o n t e s t  f o r  G overnor and 

i n v i t e d  James G. B la in e  a s  c h i e f  s p e a k e r  a t  a  mass r a l l y  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  on 16 O c to b e r .  B la in e  began h i s  a d d re s s  

t o  t h e  trem endous crowd a t  t h e  Academy o f  Music by f l a t t e r i n g

The Sunday I te m  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  3 O c to b er  1886,
(Gordon S c ra p b o o k ) .  The T im es, how ever, was more co m p li­
m en ta ry  when i t  s a i d  on 1. O c to b er  1886, ab o u t t h e  no m in a tin g  
c o n v e n t io n s :  "The Dem ocrats d id  a v e ry  good d a y ’ s work
y e s te r d a y  in  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  c i t y  t i c k e t . "
But th e  e d i t o r i a l  went on t o  say : "The C o n g re s s io n a l
n o m in a tio n s  a r e  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o r ta n t  e x c e p t  t o  th e  
T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  where Mr. R an d a ll  was unanim ously  n o m in a ted ."

1% h e  Evening C a l l  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  1 O c to b er  18 8 6 , 
(Gordon S c ra p b o o k ; .
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t h e  a u d ie n c e  and u n c tu o u s ly  g r e e t i n g  "P ig  I ro n "  K e l le y :

' I  f e e l  t h a t  I  am c a r r y in g  c o a l s  t o  N ew castle  
when I  d i s c u s s  p r o t e c t i o n  b e f o r e  a  P e n n sy lv a n ia  
a u d ie n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  
C o n g re s s io n a l  N e s to r  o f  p r o t e c t i o n , 1 and th e  
S p e a k e r  tu rn e d  t o  Judge W il l ia m  D. K e l l e y .  20

B la in e  th e n  went on t o  rap  th e  Democrats f o r  e sp o u s in g  

t a r i f f  r e v i s i o n  and f o r  s u p p o r t in g  f r e e  t r a d e  t h e o r i e s .

He based  h i s  argum ent on t h e  f a m i l i a r  f a c t s  o f  th e  economic 

grow th  and developm ent o f  th e  U .S . s i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War and 

th e n  p o s i t e d  a  c a u s e - e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  p rove  t h a t  

p r o t e c t i o n  p roduced  th e  f r u i t s  o f  economic developm ent in  

b o th  e a s t e r n  and w e s te rn  s t a t e s .  In  h i s  c h a u v i n i s t i c  a p p e a l  

he c a s t i g a t e d  f o r e ig n  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  

o f  England and R u s s ia ,  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  f r e e  t r a d e  in  

England worked t o  t h e  d e t r im e n t  o f  t h e  I r i s h .

B la in e  was p re c e d e d  by a p l e t h o r a  o f  sp eech  m akers ,  

t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  whom was John S te w a r t ,  t h e  I n d e ­

p en d en t  R ep u b lican  nominee f o r  G overnor in  1882. S te w a r t  

sounded t h e  k e y n o te  o f  p a r t y  u n i t y  when he  s t a t e d :  " I  am

h e r e  s im p ly  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  u n i t i n g  w i th  you in  d e c l a r i n g

th e  unw avering  f i d e l i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  t o
,,21t h e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  and i t s  p r i n c i p l e s .

A g a in s t  t h e s e  fo rm id a b le  o b s t a c l e s  o f  R ep u b lican  

p a r t y  u n i t y  and t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f ,  t h e  Democracy had t o  

c o n te n d .  The D em ocra ts ,  t o o ,  had  t h e i r  r a l l y  n ig h t  o f  sp eech es  

a t  t h e  Academy o f  M usic . The p a r t y  b ro u g h t  o u t  t h e i r  b e s t

2QThe T im es, 17 O c to b er  1886.

21I b i d .
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s p e a k e r s  on 29 O c to b e r  when su ch  n o t a b l e s  a s  D a n ie l  D ougherty ,

Samuel R a n d a l l ,  Chauncy B la c k  and G overnor H i l l ,  o f  New York,

h a ran g u ed  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  crowd. R a n d a l l  d e n ie d  t h a t  th e

Dem ocrats a d v o c a te d  f r e e  t r a d e  and s t a t e d :  "The t a r i f f  w i l l

be r e v i s e d  b u t  from a  s t a n d p o in t  w hich i n t e r e s t s  t h e  wage
22e a r n e r s  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . "  H i l l  fo l lo w e d  R a n d a l l  and 

r e b u t t e d  B l a i n e ’s e a r l i e r  sp eech  d e fe n d in g  p r o t e c t i o n .  The 

o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on th e  i s s u e  o f  c l e a n  government 

p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  exem plary  r e c o rd  o f  P a t t i s o n  and t h e  c o r r u p t io n  

o f  t h e  R e p u b lic a n  p a r t y .  D a n ie l  D ougherty  c r e a t e d  a  s e n s a ­

t i o n  when he  rapped  S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r  "M att"  Quay a s  t h e  " v i l e
2*5

l e a d e r  o f  t h e  R e p u b lic a n  p a r t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "  J

The ephem era l o u t b u r s t  o f  D em ocra tic  e n th u s ia sm  co u ld  

n o t  t u r n  b ack  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  t i d e  o f  d e f e a t .  As u s u a l ,  

t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  p la y e d  havoc w i th  t h e  D em ocra ts ,  who 

managed a g a in  t o  e l e c t  o n ly  one congressm an from  t h e  c i t y .

At l e a s t  one o f  R a n d a l l ' s  f o l lo w e r s  saw t h a t  th e  Demo­

c r a t s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w ere  on t h e  wrong s id e  o f  t h e  t a r i f f  

i s s u e .  A r th u r  M. B u r to n ,  w r i t i n g  e a r l y  in  t h e  campaign to  

c o n g r a t u l a t e  R a n d a ll  on h i s  r e n o m in a t io n ,  s a i d :  " . . .  y o u r

p o l i c y  on t h e  t a r i f f  q u e s t io n  i s  t h e  o n ly  s a f e  one f o r  th e
P2i

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  t o  p u r s u e  w i th  any hope o f  s u c c e s s . "

S in c e  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  d e c l in e d  t o  nom ina te  any c a n d id a te  to

22I b i d . ,  30 O c to b e r  1886.

2 3 i b i d .

2 ^A. M. B u rto n  t o  S .  J .  R a n d a l l ,  2 O c to b e r  1886.
R a n d a l l  P a p e r s .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



oppose R a n d a l l ,  I n v i n c i b l e  Sam sw ept t o  v i c t o r y  w i th  98$  o f  

th e  v o te  in  t h e  T h ird  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .

But t h e  D em ocra tic  v o te  f o r  G overnor i n d i c a t e d  th e  

r e a l  d e c l i n e  o f  th e  p a r t y  in  t h e  c i t y .  Chauncey B lack  

c a r r i e d  o n ly  e i g h t  w ard s ,  t h e  same i d e n t i c a l  wards t h a t  

C le v e la n d  won in  1884. O u ts id e  t h e  R a n d a ll  d i s t r i c t  he 

managed t o  win in  o n ly  th e  second  and s e v e n te e n th  w ard s .

He, l i k e  C le v e la n d ,  f a i l e d  t o  a t t r a c t  any v o t e r s  from t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  R ep u b lican  s e c t o r s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  B lack  

l o s t  t h e  c i t y  by 2 5 ,0 0 0  v o t e s ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d rop  from  th e  

P a t t i s o n  v o te  in  t h e  p r e v io u s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1882. 

The c i t y  t o t a l  was:

B la c k  (D) 64 ,135
B eav er  (R) 89 ,820

The u n i t e d  s t a t e - w i d e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  r e g a in e d  th e  o f f i c e

o f  G overnor w i th  a  c o m fo r ta b le  5 3 ,000  v o te  p l u r a l i t y .  The

s t a t e  t o t a l  was:
B la c k  (D) 369 ,634
B e a v e r .  (R) 412 ,285

The Times m ere ly  a c c e p te d  t h e  d e f e a t  a s  i n e v i t a b l e  and

o b se rv e d  " .  . . t h a t  no d e g re e  o f  D em ocra tic  u n i t y  o r  e n th u -
25s ia sm  c o u ld  have m a t e r i a l l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  r e s u l t . "  The o n ly  

b r i g h t  s p o t  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Judge James 

Gay G ordon, who d e f e a te d  h i s  R e p u b lican  opponent by 10 ,000  

v o t e s .

25The T im es , 3 November 1886.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



48

C. D em ocra tic  High W ater Mark: The P r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n
o f  1888

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  1888 campaign d e f i e s  lo g i c  

b e c a u se  o f  t h e  c u r io u s  outcome which r e v e a le d  t h e  anomoly 

o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  As t h e  1888 campaign was b e in g  waged, th e  

p a r t y  l e a d e r s  d id  no t s e e  any e x t r a o r d in a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  

t h e  C le v e la n d  r e e l e c t i o n  campaign in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  B u t ,  in  

t h e  l o r e  o f  th e  s t r u g g l i n g  D em ocrats, th e  '88  campaign 

became t h e  symbol o f  n e a r  s u c c e s s  f o r  th e  o ld  p a r t y .  In  

f a c t ,  '88  became t h e  b a t t l e  c ry  o f  th e  co n ten d in g  and con­

t e n t i o u s  f a c t i o n s  in  t h e  9 0 ' s who looked  back  t o  C le v e la n d 's  

second  campaign f o r  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  and saw in  i t  t h e  "h ig h  

w a te r  mark" f o r  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy.

Once a g a in  t h e  t a r i f f  q u e s t io n  became th e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e

o f  t h e  cam paign . But t h i s  t im e  th e  i s s u e  was devo id  o f

a m b ig u i ty .  The o ld  i n t r a m u r a l  D em ocratic  t a r i f f  d i s p u te  cou ld

no lo n g e r  be  c o n s t r a in e d  o r  c o n ta in e d .  C le v e la n d 's  famous

t a r i f f  l e t t e r  in  1887  p ro c la im e d ,  in  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y

would s t a n d  f o u r - s q u a r e  f o r  downward r e v i s i o n ,  a  d e c i s io n

w hich  a l l  b u t  excommunicated t h e  R a n d a l l i t e s  from t h e  p a r t y .

Not o n ly  was R a n d a ll  ex c luded  from th e  Oak View c o n fe re n c e

o f  D em ocra tic  l e a d e r s  conduc ted  by C lev e lan d  t o  fo rm u la te  a
26

new t a r i f f  p o l i c y ,  b u t  t h e  P r e s id e n t  a l s o  began t o  d i v e r t  

p a t r o n a g e  from R a n d a ll  t o  W ill iam  M. S i n g e r l y ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f

2 6 se e  A llan  N ev in s ,  G rover C le v e la n d : A S tudy  in
C ourage, p .  373.
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t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd . 2^

The campaign opened w i th  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy 

b e in g  in  t h e  a m b iv a le n t  and u n e n v ia b le  p o s i t i o n  o f  h av in g  

i t s  most p o w e r fu l  v o te  g e t t e r  a t  odds w i th  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  on 

a fu n d am en ta l  i s s u e  which cou ld  s p e l l  t h e  l i f e  o r  d e a th  o f  

th e  p a r t y .  The o b s ta c le s  in  R a n d a l l ' s  p a th  seemed i n s u r ­

m o u n tab le .  He was ou t o f  s t e p  w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y ;  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  l i e u t e n a n t ,  P o s tm a s te r  W il l iam  P. H a r r i t y ,  became 

a s ta u n c h  C le v e la n d  man; and W illiam  M. S i n g e r l y ,  h i s  

p o l i t i c i a n  a n t a g o n i s t ,  who p u b l i s h e d  th e  c i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  

d a i l y  m orning p a p e r ,  was h a n d l in g  th e  f e d e r a l  p a t r o n a g e  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  R a n d a ll  

s u f f e r e d  from t h e  d e b i l i t a t i n g  symptoms o f  i n c u r a b l e  c a n c e r  

and d id  n o t  even have  th e  s t r e n g t h  t o  campaign f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .  

On th e  o t h e r  h an d ,  t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  a l s o  p o r te n d e d  problem s 

f o r  C le v e la n d  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  The Democrats d id ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  

draw t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h  from R a n d a l l ' s  r i v e r  ward 

d i s t r i c t ,  a  d i s t r i c t  in  th e  " p r o t e c t i o n i s t "  camp. L aboring  

u n d e r  t h i s  fu n d am en ta l  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  on th e  c h i e f  i s s u e  o f  

t h e  cam paign, t h e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  Democrats conduc ted  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  o f  1 8 8 8 .

The n a t i o n a l  Democrats opened t h e  campaign in  Septem­

b e r  on t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C le v e la n d ’s 

A ccep tance  L e t t e r .  The P r e s id e n t  a d d re s s e d  h i s  f e l lo w  p a r t y

2?See Lewis W. R a th g eb e r ,  "The D em ocratic  P a r ty  in  
P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  188O -I896 ,"  pp . 91-92; 194-198.
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men and t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  n a t io n  on th e  I s s u e s  o f  c u r r e n c y .

Im m ig ra tio n  and th e  t a r i f f .  He d en ied  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  would

e n t e r  i n t o  a " c ru sa d e  f o r  f r e e  t r a d e "  b u t  c o g e n t ly  a s s e r t e d

t h a t  a  c o n d i t i o n  no t a  th e o ry  now c o n f ro n te d  th e  n a t i o n .

He c i t e d  th e  t r e a s u r y  s u r p l u s ,  which amounted t o  $130 m i l l i o n ,

as  b e in g  d e t r im e n t a l  t o  th e  n a t i o n ’s economy and e s p e c i a l l y

to  t h e  w ork ing  c l a s s .  W ith im peccab le  l o g i c  he p o in t e d  o u t

t h a t  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  r a t e s  imposed d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l

War c o n s t i t u t e d  a  h id d e n  t a x  w hich  f e l l  un ev en ly  on t h e

consumer c l a s s .  Thus, he made i t  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  need

f o r  t a r i f f  r e v i s i o n  was t h e  c a r d i n a l  i s s u e  in  h i s  r e e l e c t i o n  
28cam paign . In  re sp o n d in g  t o  C le v e la n d 's  l e t t e r  t h e  Record

in  an e d i t o r i a l  s a i d :  "Mr. C le v e la n d 's  l e t t e r  r e v e a l s  t h e

econom ist and t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  no l e s s  th a n  th e  s ta te s m a n  and

t h e  p r a c t i c a l  man o f  a f f a i r s , "  and f u r t h e r  d e c la r e d  i t  t o  b e :

"a  t r u e  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  D em ocratic  d o c t r i n e "

and p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  C le v e la n d ,  " w i l l  m a t e r i a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e
29m a jo r i t y  by which he w i l l  be r e e l e c t e d  n ex t November."

In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  v e ry  l i t t l e  was s a id  o f  t h e  im m ig ra t io n  

i s s u e .  C le v e la n d 's  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  im m ig ra tio n  s h o u ld  be 

r e s t r i c t e d  in  o rd e r  t o  p r o t e c t  American w orkers  went v i r t u ­

a l l y  u n n o t ic e d  i n  t h e  cam paign.

The Democrats began th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  campaign w i th  an 

open a i r  m ee tin g  a t t e n d e d  by o v e r  5 >000 p e o p le  a t  S o l a r  T ip

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 10 Septem ber 1888.

29 I b i d .
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B ase B a l l  f i e l d .  W il l ia m  M. S i n g e r l y  p r e s i d e d  w h i le  th e

f e a t u r e d  s p e a k e r ,  Congressman W ill ia m  M. S p r in g e r  o f

I l l i n o i s ,  a d d re s s e d  t h e  crowd. S p r in g e r  s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t

t h a t  h ig h  t a r i f f s  c r e a t e d  h id d en  t a x e s  f o r  consum ers . S in c e

t h e  t a x e s  w ere  n o t  need ed , he a rg u ed  t h a t  t h e  a v e ra g e  c i t i z e n

p a id  d e a r l y  i n t o  t h e  c o f f e r s  o f  b ig  b u s in e s s  to  s u b s i d i z e

v e s te d  economic i n t e r e s t s  un d er  t h e  g u i s e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g
30American l a b o r  and c a p i t a l .  As S p r in g e r  spoke on th e  

c u r r e n t  t a r i f f  r a t e s  and t h e  need f o r  r e v i s i o n ,  Henry George 

a d d re s s e d  a  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a u d ie n c e  on th e  same n ig h t  and 

a d v o c a te d  a  r a d i c a l  p o l i c y  o f  f r e e  t r a d e  r a t h e r  th a n  p a t c h ­

in g  up t h e  o ld  t a r i f f  sy s tem . In  t h e  m id d le  o f  h i s  a d d re s s  

someone from  t h e  a u d ie n c e  s h o u te d :  " I  c a l l  you a  Cobden"

t o  which George r e p l i e d :  nYou ca n n o t  g iv e  me a  b e t t e r
««31name.

Each p a r t y  s ta g e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  mass m ee tin g  and 

r a l l y  a t  t h e  Academy o f  Music fo l lo w e d  by a  p a r a d e .  The 

R e p u b lic a n s  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e i r  g a l a  e v e n t  on 29 Septem ber 

when S e n a to r  Jo sep h  Hawley o f  C o n n e c t ic u t  b l a s t e d  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  f o r  ad v a n c in g  f r e e  t r a d e  t h e o r i e s  and c r i t i c i z e d
32C le v e la n d  f o r  v e to in g  so many C i v i l  War p e n s io n  b i l l s .  A 

week l a t e r  t h e  Dem ocrats g a th e re d  a t  t h e  same h a l l  t o  h e a r  

John C. B u l l i t t  and S e n a to r  George Gray o f  D elaw are d e fen d

3® I b i d . , 16 Sep tem ber 1888.

3 1I b i d .

3 ^ l b i d . , 30 S ep tem ber 1888.
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t h e  p a r t y  t a r i f f  p la n k  and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  G ro v er
33 34C le v e la n d .  Even though  t h e  p a ra d e  was r a in e d  o u t ,

D em ocra tic  e n th u s ia sm  was n o t  dampened. The f r o n t  page

announcem ent in  th e  Record o f  6 O c to b e r  ( th e  m orning o f  th e

D em o cra tic  r a l l y )  t h a t  C a r l  S churz  would v o te  f o r  C le v e la n d ,

h e lp e d  p u t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats i n  a j u b i l a n t  mood. To

S ch u rz  t h e  q u e s t io n  was n o t  w h e th e r  b u t when t a r i f f  re fo rm

s h o u ld  come. He s a i d :  " I t  i s  s u r e  t o  come e i t h e r  now o r

in  t h e  f u t u r e .  The q u e s t io n  r e a l l y  i s  w h e th e r  i t  s h a l l

come in  t h e  t e m p e ra te  and p ru d e n t  shape  p roposed  in  Mr.

C le v e l a n d 's  m essage , te n d in g  t o  s t r e n g th e n  r a t h e r  th a n  t o

en d a n g e r  t h e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  i n d u s t r i e s . "

S in c e  t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e ,  u n l ik e  p re v io u s  cam paigns , 

was so  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  by C le v e la n d ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

b u s in e s s  community d e m o n s tra te d  more concern  in  t h i s  can v ass  

th a n  in  t h e  p r e v io u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1880  and 1884. 

The h ig h  t a r i f f  bus inessm en  to o k  t h e  o f f e n s iv e  and opened a 

campaign w i th  a mass m ee tin g  a t  t h e  Academy on 13 O c to b e r  

when th e y  h e a rd  a d d r e s s e s  by le a d in g  P h i l a d e l p h i a  b u s i n e s s ­

men, W harton B a rk e r  and Rudolph B lan k en b u rg .  B lankenburg  

waved t h e  f l a g  when he d e c l a r e d :  "The Union must and w i l l  be

3 3 i b i d . , 7 O ctober  1 8 8 8 .

3 % ^  Democrats p o s tp o n e d  t h e i r  p a ra d e  a  week when 
3 0 ,0 0 0 -4 0 ,0 0 0  men o u td id  t h e  e a r l i e r  R epub lican  s p e c t a c l e  
o f  2 0 ,0 0 0  men. See th e  T im es, 14 O c to b er  1888, f o r  an 
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a ra d e  and th e  R ec o rd . 30  Sep tem ber 
1888, f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  R epub lican  p a ra d e .

35 p h i l a d e lp h i a  Record , 6  O c to b er  1888. 

3 6 i b i d . ,  14 O ctober  1888.
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p r e s e r v e d ,  and th e  American system  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  must be 

p r e s e r v e d . ” B a r k e r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  c a p i t a l  co u ld  a d j u s t  t o  

f r e e  t r a d e  b u t  t h a t  l a b o r  co u ld  n o t .

In  t h e  f i n a l  weak o f  th e  campaign th e  Democrats

s p o n so re d  a  r a l l y  f o r  businessm en who fa v o re d  C lev e lan d  and

h i s  t a r i f f  r e v i s i o n  p o l i c i e s .  E a r l i e r  t h e  Record t r i e d  t o

c o n v in c e  P h i l a d e l p h i a n s  t h a t  many businessm en su p p o r te d  t a r i f f

re fo rm , and i n  an a r t i c l e  on 22 O ctober  i t  r e p o r te d  t h a t

f o u r  r e s p e c t e d  R e p u b lican s  in  t h e  c i t y ,  t h r e e  o f  whom were
37b u s in e ssm e n ,  would v o te  f o r  C le v e la n d .  W ill iam  M. S in g e r ly  

p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  many long speeches  a t  th e  "B u s in essm en 's  

M eeting" on 2 November. Most o f  th e  sp e a k e rs  c o n c e n t r a te d  

on t h e  M i l l s '  b i l l ,  t a r i f f  re fo rm  and C le v e la n d 's  p o l i c y  o f  

c i v i l  s e r v i c e  re fo rm . D e s p i te  i t s  o s t e n s i b l e  p u rp o se  o f  

b e in g  a  r a l l y  f o r  b u s in essm en , hundreds  o f  non-businessm en 

a t t e n d e d  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g .  N ea r ly  a l l  t h e  businessm en who d id  

a t t e n d  w ere s m a l l  m e rc h a n ts .

W ith  t h e  r a l l i e s  o v e r  and th e  bom bastic  sp eeches  

ended , P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats a w a ited  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

campaign w i th  q u i e t  r e s i g n a t i o n .  The Democrats n ev e r  r e a l l y  

hoped t o  c a r r y  t h e  c i t y  f o r  C lev e lan d  b u t  th e y  worked f o r  a 

good show ing . The o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  u n i t e d  and harm onious ,

3^These f o u r  C lev e lan d  c o n v e r ts  w ere; E. T . S t e e l ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n ; Edward Baugh, a  f e r t i ­
l i z e r  m a n u f a c tu re r ;  F r e d e r i c k  T a y lo r ,  a  g r a in  e l e v a t o r  
p r o p r i e t o r ;  and W ill ia m  Runk, an im p o r te r .  A l l  f o u r  s a id  
th e y  p la n n e d  t o  rem ain R ep u b lican s  b u t  t h a t  th e y  would 
v o te  f o r  C le v e la n d  b e c a u se  th e y  fa v o re d  h i s  t a r i f f  p o s i t i o n .  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 22 O ctober  1888.

3 8 s e e P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 3 November 1888.
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39e x p e r ie n c e d  o n ly  one p r im a ry  d i s p u t e .  Two weeks b e f o r e

th e  e l e c t i o n  The Times p r e d i c t e d ,  w i th  i t s  u s u a l  p o l i t i c a l

s a g a c i t y ,  t h a t  H a r r is o n  would p o l l  110,000 v o te s  t o  90 ,000  
40f o r  C le v e la n d .

The c o n g r e s s io n a l  p r o s p e c t s  were somewhat b r i g h t e r  

th a n  u s u a l .  Sam R a n d a l l ,  u n a b le  t o  cam paign, had no opponent 

i n  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t .  When n o t i f i e d  o f  h i s  re n o m in a tio n  

by a  com m ittee o f  D em ocrats ,  who c a l l e d  a t  h i s  Berwyn r e s i ­

d en ce ,  R a n d a ll  p r a i s e d  (no d o u b t ,  p e r f u n c t o r i l y )  C lev e lan d  

and went on t o  say  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  in  t a r i f f  r e d u c t io n  in  

o r d e r  t o  red u ce  t h e  T re a s u ry  s u rp lu s  b u t  t h a t  such  r e d u c t io n s  

sh o u ld  be  made " w ith o u t  d i s t u r b i n g  th e  b u s in e s s  and t r a d e  

o f  th e  c o u n t ry ." ^ ' ' '  In  h i s  f i n a l  e l e c t i o n  R a n d a ll  h e ld  

t e n a c i o u s ly  t o  a p r o t e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  r e g a rd in g  th e  t a r i f f .

In  t h e  o t h e r  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t s  t h e  Democrats hoped 

f o r  a  good showing in  t h e  F o u r th ,  "P ig  I ro n "  K e l l e y ’s 

d i s t r i c t ,  b e cau se  o f  t h e  can d id a c y  o f  W il l ia m  A yres ,  a 

p o p u la r  b u s in essm an , who waged a v ig o ro u s  f i g h t .  And, in  

t h e  F i f t h  d i s t r i c t  t h e  Democrats even e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  hope 

o f  w in n in g .  In  t h e  l a t t e r  d i s t r i c t  F. A. Herwig fough t 

h a rd  t o  u n s e a t  A lf re d  C. Harmer. Herwig, a  lo n g t im e  a d v o ca te

3 9 in  t h e  T h i rd  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  d i s t r i c t  t h e r e  
were two D em ocratic  nom inees , an In d ep en d en t and a  R e g u la r .  
James Lee, In d e p e n d e n t ,  d e f e a te d  Joseph  M cCullen, R e g u la r .

4QThe T im es, 21 O c to b e r  1888.

41P h i l a d e l p h l a  R ecord , 14 O ctober  1888.
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o f  t a r i f f  re fo rm , to o k  h i s  f i g h t  d i r e c t l y  t o  th e  t e x t i l e  

w o rk ers  who t h i c k l y  p o p u la te d  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .

When a l l  t h e  v o te s  were co u n ted  th e  f a m i l i a r  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a t t e r n  was r e p e a te d .  R a n d a ll  was a g a in  t h e  o n ly  

Democrat e l e c t e d  t o  Congress from P h i l a d e l p h i a .  However, 

t h e  o t h e r  D em ocratic  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  p o l l e d  more 

th a n  th e  norm al D em ocratic  v o te .  The a g g r e g a te  number o f  

v o te s  c a s t  f o r  D em ocratic  c a n d id a te s  f o r  Congress amounted 

t o  46$ o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  th e  a l l - t i m e  h ig h  f o r  t h e  p e r io d  

1880-1910 . In  t h e  F i f t h  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t ,  p o p u la te d  

by th o u sa n d s  o f  t e x t i l e  w o rk e rs ,  F . A. Herw ig, t h e  Democrat, 

came w i th in  6 ,5 0 0  v o te s  o f  d e f e a t i n g  th e  R epub lican  incum­

b e n t ,  A. C. Harmer, w h i le  W ill iam  Ayres f e l l  o n ly  9 ,500  

v o te s  b e h in d  "P ig  I ro n "  K e l le y  in  t h e  F o u r th  d i s t r i c t .

C le v e la n d  s c o re d  as  t h e  most p o p u la r  D em ocratic

c a n d id a te  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  in  th e  1880-1910  p e r io d  by p o l l i n g

o v e r  93*000 v o t e s .  Even though  he f a i l e d  t o  c a r r y  t h e  c i t y

he  p e rfo rm ed  b e t t e r  th a n  Hancock in  1880. He c a r r i e d  seven
42o f  t h e  e i g h t  wards in  th e  r i v e r  d i s t r i c t  and f e l l  on ly  

500 v o te s  b e h in d  R a n d a l l ' s  c o u n t .  O u ts id e  t h e  D em ocratic  

T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  C le v e la n d  c a r r i e d  t h e  second  and n in e t e e n th  

w ard s .  The n i n e t e e n t h  ward was a l s o  p r i m a r i l y  i n h a b i t e d  by

^ 2In  1887  t h e  s e v e n te e n th  ward was added t o  R a n d a l l ' s  
d i s t r i c t  t h u s  b r in g in g  th e  t o t a l  number o f  wards t o  e ig h t  
r a t h e r  th a n  s e v e n .  C lev e lan d  l o s t  on ly  t h e  f i f t h  ward in  
d i s t r i c t  T h re e .  He c a r r i e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  16 ,975 t o  10 ,028 
f o r  H a r r i s o n .  R a n d a l l ,  who ra n  unopposed , p o l l e d  17 ,642 
v o t e s .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



56

m i l l  w o rk e rs .  T hroughout t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  C le v e la n d  c u t  i n t o  

t h e  norm al R ep u b lican  m a j o r i t i e s .  The c i t y  t o t a l s  w ere:

C le v e la n d  92,786
H a r r i s o n  1 1 1 ,3 5 8

I r o n i c a l l y ,  R a n d a ll  and C le v e la n d ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n t a g ­

o n i s t s ,  b o th  e s t a b l i s h e d  new r e c o rd s  in  v o t in g  s t r e n g t h .  

P h i l a d e l p h i a n s ,  h arangued  f o r  two and a  h a l f  months ab o u t  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t a r i f f  and r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  same, c a s t  

a s i d e  t h e  i s s u e s  when th e y  went t o  th e  p o l l s .  The p e r s o n ­

a l i t y  o f  C le v e la n d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h o n e s ty ,  d i r e c t n e s s  and 

m a n l in e s s  a p p e a le d  t o  P h i l a d e lp h i a n s  as  d id  t h o s e  same p e r ­

s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  found in  Sam R a n d a l l ,  R obert  P a t t i s o n  and 

James Gay G ordon. A no ther  f a c t o r  which a id e d  C le v e la n d  was 

R e p u b lican  c o c k - s u r e n e s s .  They th o u g h t ,  a s  d id  most o b s e rv e r ^ ,  

t h a t  P e n n s y lv a n ia  would s u r e l y  go t o  H a r r i s o n ,  h en ce  t h e i r  

m inim al e f f o r t  in  t h e  K eystone  s t a t e . D e s p i t e  th e  c u r io u s  

e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats d e m o n s tra te d  

t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  be a l i v e l y ,  a g g r e s s iv e  m in o r i ty  p a r t y  in  

t h e  c o n te n te d  R ep u b lican  c i t a d e l  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

K. M cClure, Old Time N otes o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia .
V o l.  I I ,  p.. 5 6 8 . A lso  i t  s h o u ld  b e  no ted  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i ­
cans  c a r r i e d  P e n n s y lv a n ia  by a  c o m fo r ta b le  p l u r a l i t y .
H a r r i s o n  p o l l e d  5 2 6 ,0 9 1  v o te s  t o  C le v e la n d 's  4 4 6 ,6 3 3 .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



CHAPTER I I I

THE LEADERSHIP OF WILLIAM F . HARRITY 

AND PARTY SCHISM

A. Vaux v s .  M cA leer: The P a r ty  C o n f l i c t  o f  1890

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  d e a th  t h e  Dem ocrats 

s t a r t e d  f i g h t i n g  o v e r  h i s  s e a t .  U nhapp ily  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  th e  

p r im a ry  f i g h t  in  1 8 9 0 , though  f i n a l l y  a v e r t e d ,  was th e  p r e ­

lu d e  t o  a  decade  o f  i n f i g h t i n g  and w ra n g le s  w hich  e v e n tu a l ly  

l e d  t o  sch ism  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy. A f t e r  th e  

announcem ent t h a t  a  s p e c i a l  c o n g r e s s io n a l  e l e c t i o n  would be  

h e ld  on 20 May t o  e l e c t  a  s u c c e s s o r  t o  R a n d a l l ,  a  f r e e -  

f o r - a l l  s t a r t e d  w hich th e  Record a p t l y  c a l l e d  a "K ilkenny  

c a t  f i g h t ." 1 The p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  t h e  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  

f i f t h ,  and e le v e n th  wards s to o d  "behind S t a t e  S e n a to r  

W ill ia m  McAleer2 f o r  t h e  n o m in a t io n ,  w h i le  t h e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  

in  th e  s i x t h ,  t w e l f t h ,  and s i x t e e n t h  w ards advanced th e  

c a n d id a c y  o f  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r le s  R. G e n tn e r .

F o r  a  f u l l  week and a  h a l f  t h e  opposing  f a c t i o n s  

fu lm in a te d  a t  each  o t h e r  w h i le  Matthew D ittm an n , t h e  boss  

o f  t h e  s e v e n te e n th  ward, who a l s o  hoped t o  be nom ina ted ,

P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 6 May 1 8 9 0 .

2See C h ap te r  V I I ,  op. 239 a b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  o f  
W il l ia m  M cAleer.
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h e ld  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  power and r e f u s e d  t o  d e c l a r e  f o r  e i t h e r  

c a n d i d a t e .  G e n tn e r ,  f a v o re d  by t h e  D em ocra tic  C i ty  Execu­

t i v e  C om m ittee , was accu sed  by S q u i r e  McMullen o f  b e in g  a 

t o o l  i n  a  d e v io u s  p l o t  t o  annex t h e  p a r t y  t o  th e  Quay 

m ach in e .  The c o n t e s t  reach ed  a  c l im ax  when th e  McAleer 

f o r c e s  w ent t o  th e  c o u r t s  on 10 May, and o b ta in e d  a r e s t r a i n ­

in g  o r d e r  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  c o n t in u a n c e  o f  th e  n om ina ting  con­

v e n t io n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  i l l e g a l  s e a t i n g  o f  p r o -
3

G e n te r  d e l e g a t e s .

The R e p u b l ic a n s  c h e e r f u l l y  ap p lau d ed  th e  D em ocratic  

f o l l y ,  r e a l i z e d  th e y  co u ld  c a p tu r e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i f  s p l i t  

by t h e  D em ocra tic  i n f i g h t i n g ,  and chose  R obert Adams J r . ,  

t h e  M i n i s t e r  t o  B r a z i l ,  a s  t h e i r  c a n d id a t e .  In  t h e  mean­

t im e ,  t h e  McAleer f a c t i o n  r e c e iv e d  a s e tb a c k  a t  t h e  c o u r t  

h e a r in g  when th e  j u d i c i a r y  r e f u s e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  in  t h e  

D em o cra tic  c o n v e n t io n  d i s p u t e  b e c a u s e  i t  was a  " p o l i t i c a l  

m a tte r ."* *

T h e re  seemed t o  be  no way o u t o f  t h e  D em ocratic

dilemma u n t i l  McAleer su d d en ly  announced h i s  w ith d ra w a l  in
5

f a v o r  o f  R ic h a rd  Vaux, t h e  e l d e r  s ta te sm a n  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  

D ittm ann  th e n  w ithd rew  from t h e  r a c e ,  t h e  G en tn e r  f o r c e s  

e v a p o r a te d ,  and Vaux won t h e  n o m in a tio n  by a c c la m a t io n .^

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 10 May 1890.

4 I b i d . ,  11 May 1 8 9 0 .

5 l b i d . , 12 May 1 8 9 0 . A lso  s e e  C h a p te r  V I I ,  ^ p .  208 f o r  
a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e tc h  o f  R ic h a rd  Vaux.

6 I b i d . ,  13 May 1 8 9 0 .
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The R e p u b l ic a n s ,  s e e in g  t h a t  th e y  were doomed t o  d e f e a t ,  

w ithdrew  Adams’ name and s u b m it te d  no nominee t o  oppose 

Vaux. W ith t h e  K ilkenny  c a t  f i g h t  ended, t h e  Record e d i t o r i ­

a l i z e d  ab o u t "A Happy D e l iv e ra n c e "  and lau d ed  th e  a c t i o n  o f  

th e  D em ocrats: " In  Mr. Vaux th e  Democrats o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a

have p ic k e d  o u t  a  man o f  b r a i n s ,  co u ra g e ,  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and 

u n s u l l i e d  c h a r a c t e r .

In  an e l e c t i o n  so d u l l  and q u ie t  t h a t  "few  p e o p le  

seemed t o  know t h a t  an e l e c t i o n  was b e in g  h e ld "  Vaux 

p o l l e d  8 ,0 0 1  v o te s  t o  617  v o te s  d i s t r i b u t e d  among t h r e e
O

o th e r  names. Even though t h i s  "Happy D e l iv e ra n c e "  p ro v ed

to  be s h o r t - l i v e d ,  i t  was rem arkab le  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .

F i r s t ,  Vaux, an o ld  man, d id  n o t s e e k  t h e  o f f i c e  and was

s u r p r i s e d  t o  l e a r n  o f  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  a s  t h e  compromise 
9

c a n d id a te .  Second, he g o t  t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  and warm s u p p o r t  

o f  M cA leer 's  o u t s t a n d in g  p r o t a g o n i s t ,  t h e  l a t e  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  

d e v o te e ,  S q u i re  McMullen. In  f a c t ,  t h e  S q u i r e ,  in  w r i t i n g  to  

Vaux on 21 May, lam en ted  t h e  l i g h t  v o te  in  t h e  s p e c i a l  

e l e c t i o n :

The D i s t r i c t  d id  n o t  do what i t  ought o f  / s i c /  
done y e s te r d a y .  1 0 ,0 0 0  v o te s  sh o u ld  be 
/ s i c /  p o l l e d  y e s t e r d a y .  I  know where i t  came 
Trom and I  w i l l  g e t  even . I  w i l l  c a l l  and se e  
you t o  morrow. I  have g o t  a l i t t l e  s t i f f  (as

T l b l d .

^ P h i l a d e lp h i a  R ecord , 21 May 1890.

^See a h a n d w r i t te n  rough d r a f t  o f  a  sp e e c h  by Vaux 
in  which he s t a t e s :  "W ithout my knowledge I  was e l e c t e d . . . .
M isc e l la n e o u s  P ap e rs -D em o cra t ic  P a r ty  P a p e r s ,  1890 (Vaux 
C o l l e c t i o n ) .
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t h e  s a y in g  goes one a r e  n o t a s  young as  one 
u sed  t o  b e . )  / s i c ~J W i l l  be p l e a s e d  t o  shake  
t h e  hand o f  o u r  n ex t Congressman. 10

F i n a l l y ,  Vaux s to o d  f o r  t a r i f f  re fo rm , an u n co n cea led  f a c t

t h a t  d id  n o t  h u r t  him in  R a n d a l l ’ s o ld  d i s t r i c t .  The

R eco rd , w a i t in g  f o r  y e a r s  f o r  a t a r i f f - r e v i s i o n i s t  Democrat

t o  be e l e c t e d  t o  Congress from P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  d e c la r e d  in  an

e d i t o r i a l  a  week b e f o r e  th e  e l e c t i o n :

The e l e c t i o n  o f  R ich a rd  Vaux in  t h e  T h ird  
C ongress  d i s t r i c t  would g iv e  o u r  m a n u fac tu re s  
and m erch an ts  a  spokesman and an a d v o c a te  who 
b e l i e v e s  in  t h e i r  c a p a c i ty  t o  p r o t e c t  and ta k e  
c a r e  o f  th e m se lv e s  in  a  f a i r  and open c o n t e s t ,  
a g a i n s t  a l l  c o m p e t i to r s  upon even te rm s .  . . .
He i s  an o ld  fa sh io n e d  D em ocrat, b l e s s  himl 11

The c an d id acy  o f  R ich a rd  Vaux sav ed  t h e  p a r t y  from a  

b i t t e r  c l a s h  in  t h e  o n ly  D em ocra tic  s t r o n g h o ld  in  P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a .  But even though  Vaux won, a  l e a d e r s h ip  vacuum s t i l l  

e x i s t e d .  At b e s t  t h e  sudden s p u r t  o f  en th u s ia sm  f o r  Vaux 

c o u ld  o n ly  b e  a  s to p -g a p  f o r  th e  p a r t y  p ro b le m s .  The 

l a r g e r  q u e s t io n  rem ained: Who would ta k e  R a n d a l l ' s  p l a c e

in  t h e  p a r t y ?  Who c o u ld  e f f e c t  c o a l i t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  t h e  

v a r io u s  e le m e n ts  in  t h e  p a r t y ,  and h e lp  shape  p o l i c y  a t  

s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n s?  And f i n a l l y ,  who c o u ld  b r in g  t h e  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  Democracy t o  f a c e  up t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  th e  

n i n e t i e s ?  T h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f e l l  upon th e  s h o u ld e r s  o f  

W ill iam  F . H a r r i t y ,  whose o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s k i l l s  ex tended  

beyond P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  H a r r i s b u rg  and W ashington .

10McMullen t o  Vaux, 21 May 1890. Vaux C o l l e c t i o n .  

• ^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 14 May 1 8 9 0 .
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B. The P a t t i s o n  G u b e r n a to r i a l  Campaign o f  1890

H a r r i t y * s  g r e a t  tr iu m p h  came in  1890  when he a lm o s t  

s i n g l e  h a n d e d ly  p u t  P a t t i s o n  h ack  in  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c h a i r .  

At th e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n  a t  S c r a n to n ,  H a r r i t y  worked i n ­

c e s s a n t l y  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  n o m in a tio n  o f  fo rm er  G overnor 

P a t t i s o n  o v e r  t h e  o ld  p a r t y  war h o r s e ,  fo rm er  S e n a to r  W ill iam

A. W a l la c e .  W a l la c e ,  who in  t h i s  f i g h t  so u g h t  h i s  l a s t  

p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e ,  had t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  o ld  t im e r s  in  th e  

p a r t y .  When t h e  d e l e g a t e s  g a th e re d  t o  s e l e c t  a  nom inee, t h e  

outcome was in  doub t as  each  s i d e  c la im ed  v i c t o r y .  E ck ley

B. Coxe, a  n e u t r a l  i n  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  p r e s i d e d  a s  tem p o ra ry  

chairm an o v e r  t h e  d iv id e d  c o n v e n t io n .  Even t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

d e l e g a t e s  s p l i t  on th e  c h o ic e  o f  a  c a n d i d a t e ,  th o u g h  a  

m a j o r i t y  f a v o re d  P a t t i s o n .  W a l la c e 's  o ld  r i g h t  hand man

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  George MpGowan, a g a in  l e d  t h e  d r i v e  f o r

h i s  long  t im e  f r i e n d ,  w h i le  H a r r i t y  and C i ty  Chairman
12

C h a r l i e  D o n n e lly  worked f o r  P a t t i s o n .

A f t e r  two days o f  m aneuvering  b e h in d  th e  s c e n e s ,  th e  

r e a l  b r e a k - th r o u g h  f o r  P a t t i s o n  came when th e  com m ittee  on 

perm anent o r g a n i z a t i o n  recommended unan im ously  t o  t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  H a r r i t y  be named perm anent chairm an o f  th e  

c o n v e n t io n .  W allace  r e a l i z e d  th e  h o p e le s s n e s s  o f  h i s  

campaign and b o a rd ed  a DL&W t r a i n  f o r  home even b e f o r e  t h e  

b a l l o t i n g  commenced. P a t t i s o n  won e a s i l y  on t h e  f i r s t

12The T im es, 2 J u ly  1 8 9 0 .
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15b a l l o t  by a  v o te  o f  200 t o  132 f o r  W a lla c e ,  and Chauncey 

B la c k ,  P a t t i s o n ' s  fo rm er  L t .  G overnor, was chosen a g a in  to  

be P a t t i s o n ' s  ru n n in g  m ate .  The f i n i s h i n g  to u c h  to  

H a r r i t y ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  came a f t e r  t h e  con­

v e n t io n  a d jo u rn e d  when th e  S t a t e  D em ocratic  Committee
14e l e c t e d  him i t s  ch a irm an . Thus when he r e tu r n e d  from

S c ra n to n  n o t  o n ly  had he acco m p lish ed  t h e  no m in a tio n  o f

P a t t i s o n ,  b u t  h e  came b a c k  a s  Chairman o f  th e  D em ocra tic

S t a t e  Committee w i th  t h e  t a s k  o f  g e t t i n g  h i s  nominee e l e c t e d .

From th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  cam paign, p r o s p e c t s  lo o k ed

b r i g h t  f o r  P a t t i s o n ' s  r e e l e c t i o n .  Compared t o  P a t t i s o n ,

M att Q u ay 's  hand p ic k e d  c a n d id a t e ,  George D e la m a te r ,  looked

l i k e  a  t h i r d  r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  h a c k .  The E x -G o v ern o r 's

e a r l i e r  r e c o rd  won him s u p p o r t  a g a in  from in d e p e n d e n ts

and re fo rm  R e p u b lican s  who wanted t o  u n s e a t  Quay and end

t h e  m a c h in a t io n s  o f  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  s t r i k i n g

c o n t r a s t  betw een D e la m a te r ,  t h e  p u p p e t ,  and P a t t i s o n ,  t h e

r e fo r m e r ,  h e lp e d  co n v in c e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  S cean to n  t h a t
15P a t t i s o n  n o t  W a lla c e ,  c o u ld  b e s t  b e a t  Q uay 's  c a n d id a t e .

The v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  H a r r i t y  f o r c e s  a t  S c ra n to n  a l s o  

s i g n i f i e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  tow ard  

C le v e la n d  Democracy. In  P a t t i s o n ' s  f i r s t  campaign o f  1882

13 l b i d . ,  3 J u ly  1 8 9 0 . 

l 2* I b id .

•^S ee  e d i t o r i a l  in  The T im es . 3 J u ly  1890  f o r  a n a l y s i s  
o f  t h i s .  Had H a s t in g s  g o t  t h e  GOP n om ina tion  f o r  G overnor, 
th e n  W allace  would have g o t t e n  th e  D em ocratic  n o m in a t io n ,  
so t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a t e s .
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n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  w ere a v o id e d ,  b u t  in  t h e  1890  campaign th e  

D em ocrats  p r a i s e d  C le v e la n d  and a d v o c a te d  t a r i f f  re fo rm  in  

t h e  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m .  However, th e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  upon 

which t h e  Dem ocrats waged th e  campaign was th e  need  to  

re fo rm  t h e  s t a t e  governm ent by th ro w in g  o u t  th e  Quay m achine. 

The p l a t f o r m  d e c l a r e d :  "We a c c e p t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  Quayism

a s  now te n d e r e d  by th e  R ep u b lican  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n ,"  and 

went on t o  a d v o c a te  b a l l o t  and t a x  re fo rm .

As t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign p r o g r e s s e d ,  D em ocra tic

o p tim ism  i n c r e a s e d .  The f i r s t  p o t e n t i a l  p a r t y  p ro b le m ,

nam ely , t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o ld  t im e rs  who c a r r i e d

W a l l a c e 's  b a n n e r ,  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  E a r ly  in  t h e  campaign,

H a r r i t y  v e ry  w i s e ly  s te p p e d  down a s  S t a t e  Chairman in  o r d e r

t o  pave  t h e  way f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Congressman James K e r r ,
17o f  C l e a r f i e l d ,  a  s ta u n c h  W allace  man. T h is  c r e a t e d  a 

s p i r i t  o f  u n i t y  and c o o p e r a t io n  w hich  e a se d  th e  a p p re ­

h e n s io n s  o f  t h e  W allace  men. Second, P a t t i s o n  began  an 

a g g r e s s i v e  campaign in  w hich  he  p ro p o se d  t o  sp e a k  i n  ev ery  

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Even th o u g h  he  had rem ained p a s s iv e  

i n  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  n o m in a tio n  ( H a r r i t y  was t h e  a c t i v e  

a g e n t ) , P a t t i s o n  v e ry  e a r l y  embarked upon an a c t i v e  canvass  

t o  win t h e  e l e c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  a s  t h e  campaign g o t  underway, 

P a t t i s o n  g o t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  many i n f l u e n t i a l  in d ep en d en t  

R e p u b l ic a n s ,  many o f  them b u s in essm en . In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a

l 6 I b i d .

^ I b i d . ,  15 and  16 J u ly  I 89O.
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group o f  le a d in g  in d ep en d en t  R ep u b lican s  o rg a n iz e d  t h e  

L in c o ln  In d ep en d en t  R epub lican  Committee and began t o  h e lp  

P a t t i s o n .  Im p o r ta n t  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  l i k e  H e rb e r t  W elsh, 

J u s tu s  S t ra w b r id g e ,  George Wharton P e p p e r ,  and Owen J .

W is te r  headed  th e  l i s t  o f  a n t i -Q u a y  R ep u b lican s  who p r o ­

posed  to  work f o r  P a t t i s o n .

C. The 1890  S p l i t  i n  th e  T h i rd  D i s t r i c t

But w h i le  th e  P a t t i s o n  s h ip  s a i l e d  a lo n g  in  calm  

w a te r s ,  t h e  Vaux v e s s e l  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  rocky and p e r i l o u s  

s e a .  M cAleer, sm a r t in g  from h i s  d e f e a t  in  May f o r  R a n d a l l ' s  

o ld  s e a t ,  began s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Vaux l e f t  f o r  W asM ggton t o  

c o n s p i r e  t o  f o r c e  Vaux o u t o f  C on g ress .  Vaux rem ained  some­

what a l o o f  and d em o n s tra ted  l i t t l e  concern  when i t  became 

known t h a t  M cA leer 's  campaign was in  f u l l  sw ing . S q u i r e  

McMullen e x p re s se d  a la rm  o v e r  M cA leer 's  s u b v e r s iv e  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  and warned th e  Democrats o f  t h e  T h ird  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  an

a t te m p t  t o  d e p r iv e  Vaux o f  h i s  s e a t  would o n ly  s p e l l  d i s -
18a s t e r  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  and th e  d i s t r i c t .

A f t e r  two weeks o f  i n t r a - p a r t y  s k i r m is h e s ,  barroom  

p o l i t i c s  and s e c r e t  m e e t in g s ,  th e  S q u i re  su rveyed  t h e  s i t u a ­

t i o n  in  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  d is c o v e re d  th e  w id esp read  p o p u l a r i t y  

o f  McAleer and q u ic k ly  dropped Vaux t o  $ump on t h e  McAleer 

bandwagon. By e a r l y  Septem ber McAleer s u c c e s s f u l l y  

managed t o  win enough d e l e g a t e s  t o  a s s u r e  h i s  n o m in a t io n .

l 8I b i d . ,  18 August 1 8 9 0 .
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B ut th e  Vaux p e o p le  were n o t  i d l e .  Vaux abandoned h i s  

n e u t r a l  p o s i t i o n  ab o u t ru n n in g  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  and d e f i n i t e l y  

th re w  h i s  h a t  in  t h e  r i n g .  In  e a r l y  Sep tem ber H a r r i t y  

announced h i s  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  p l o t  t o  dump Vaux when he 

s t a t e d :  "E ver s in c e  th e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e

r e t u r n  o f  Congressman Vaux f o r  t h e  f u l l  te rm  was f i r s t  made,

I  c o n s id e re d  th e  movement a s  bad p o l i t i c s  and I  have n e v e r  

h e s i t a t e d  t o  say  s o . " 1^

As t h e  n o m in a tin g  c o n v e n tio n  a p p ro a c h e d ,  t h e  McAleer

f a c t i o n  g o t  s t r o n g e r .  In  ev e ry  ward e x c e p t  M ajor Tommy

R y an 's  s i x t h  and Matthew D i t tm a n n 's  s e v e n te e n th  and th e

s i x t e e n t h ,  McAleer managed t o  s n a tc h  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e

d e l e g a t e s .  H is s u p p o r t  came from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  hack s  who

saw t h e i r  own a d v a n ta g e  in  M cA leer1s s u c c e s s .  A p a r t y

w orker  summed i t  up when he  s a id :  " B i l l y  alw ays lo o k s

a f t e r  t h e  b o y s .  I f  t h e r e ' s  a n y th in g  g o in g  B i l l y  alw ays

g e t s  h i s  s h a r e .  D ick  Vaux i s  a  good enough Congressman,

b u t  he a i n ' t  p o s t e d .  We want a  man t h a t ' l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
20t h e  b o y s ."  When th e  d e l e g a t e s  assem bled  on 25 S ep tem ber, 

th e y  q u ic k ly  en d o rsed  a r e s o l u t i o n  naming McAleer a s  th e  

D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te  f o r  C o n g ress ,  a d jo u rn e d ,  and went home.

Though o u tfo x e d  by t h e  ward h e e l e r s ,  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  

R ich a rd  Vaux r e fu s e d  t o  a b id e  by t h e  v e r d i c t  o f  t h e  con­

v e n t io n .  Two days l a t e r  t h e  " P e o p le 's  C onvention"  met and 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  nom inated  Vaux a s  th e  In d e p e n d e n t  D em ocratic

19 i b i d . , 5 Septem ber 1 8 9 0 .

20 I b i d . , 19 Septem ber 189 0 .
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c a n d id a t e  f o r  C o n g ress .  Tommy Ryan p r e s id e d  o v e r  t h e

e n t h u s i a s t i c  b u t  o r d e r l y  crowd who h e a rd  su ch  n o t a b l e s  as

S .  D avis  Page and Emanuel F u r th  lau d  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s
21

o f  R ic h a rd  Vaux. And so t h e  campaign s t a r t e d .  In  f i v e  

s h o r t  months a f t e r  t h e  b u r i a l  o f  Sam R a n d a l l ,  h i s  g r e a t  

D em ocra tic  d i s t r i c t  was t o r n  a p a r t  by two r i v a l  f a c t i o n s .

The sch ism  in  t h e  T h i rd  C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t ,  f o r t u ­

n a t e l y ,  d id  n o t  d e t e r  t h e  c i t y  wide can v ass  f o r  P a t t i s o n .  

C h a r le s  D o n n e l ly ,  D em ocra tic  C i ty  Chairm an, announced on 

1 O c to b e r ,  t h e  fo rm a t io n  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  Committee o f  100, 

an ad hoc group o f  t h e  most p rom inen t Democrats in  t h e  c i t y  

who p le d g e d  s u p p o r t  t o  P a t t i s o n ’s c a u s e .  T h is  co m m ittee ,  

made up o f  men l i k e  B id d le ,  B anes ,  Page, S a n d e r s ,  B u l l i t t ,  

Read, D a l la s  and Gowen, p a r a l l e l e d  s i m i l a r  s u c c e s s f u l  

com m ittees  w hich  o p e r a te d  in  1887  t o  a id  in  C h a r le s  Krumb-

h a a r ’ s e l e c t i o n  as  S h e r i f f ,  and a l s o  in  1888 when C le v e la n d
22p o l l e d  o v e r  93*000 v o te s  f o r  P r e s i d e n t .  The c i t y  Demo­

c r a t s  a l s o  g o t  busy  p u r c h a s in g  t a x  r e c e i p t s ,  and on 2 O c to b e r ,

t h e  C i ty  Committee bought 4 4 ,0 0 0  t a x  r e c e i p t s  in  a n t i c i p a t i o n
23o f  a  b ig  D em ocra tic  v o t e .

2 ~*T b i d . , 28 S ep tem ber 1 8 9 0 .

22P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 1 O ctober  1 8 9 0 .

2 ^ I b i d . . 3 O c to b er  1 8 9 0 , I t  sh o u ld  be  n o te d  h e r e  t h a t  
p e o p le  who d id  n o t  pay  co u n ty  o r  c i t y  t a x e s  ( i . e .  non­
p r o p e r ty  owners) had to  pay  a  p o l l  t a x  o f  f i f t y  c e n t s  which 
e n t i t l e d  them t o  v o te  f o r  two y e a r s ,  th u s  making th e  p o l l  
t a x  tw e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s  p e r  y e a r .  I t  was t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t o  p u rc h a se  p o l l  t a x  r e c e i p t s  t o  d i s ­
t r i b u t e  t o  n o n -p ro p e r ty  owning v o t e r s .
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As t h e  P a t t i s o n  campaign began t o  a c c e l e r a t e ,  Demo­

c r a t i c  op tim ism  i n c r e a s e d .  The Record in  an e d i t o r i a l  

e n t i t l e d  "Ready f o r  A ction"  commented on th e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  

v i c t o r y :

The Dem ocrats o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  have n e v e r  had 
a  more c o m p le te ,  harm onious and e f f e c t i v e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  th a n  th e y  have t h i s  y e a r .  . . .
N o th ing  s t a n d s  betw een th e  p a r t y  and v i c t o r y  
b u t  a  r e f u s a l  t o  go t o  th e  p o l l s  and e a rn  i t .
I t  i s  w i t h i n  o u r  g r a s p  i f  we re a c h  f o r  i t .  24

The D em ocra tic  mass r a l l y  a t  th e  Academy on 11 O c to b e r ,  

a l s o  s i g n i f i e d  t h e  harmony and op tim ism  o f  P a t t i s o n ' s  

seco n d  campaign f o r  G overnor. The c h i e f  i s s u e  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  fo cu sed  on was Quayism and c o r r u p t i o n .  The l o f t y  

m o tto  " F o r  P e n n s y lv a n ia 's  Honor" became th e  D em ocratic  by ­

word i n  1890, and  was d i s p la y e d  on th e  f e s to o n e d  b u n t in g  

h an g in g  from t h e  g a l l e r i e s  o f  t h e  Academy o f  M usic . P a r ty  

u n i t y  was e p i to m iz e d  by th e  p r e s e n c e  and sp eech  o f  ex -  

S e n a to r  W ill ia m  A. W a lla c e .  W allace  commended P a t t i s o n  and 

m e m o ria l iz e d  R a n d a l l ,  and a l s o  to o k  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  

r e a f f i r m  th e  e s s e n t i a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s e rv a t i s m  o f  t h e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  He a s s o c i a t e d  c o r r u p t io n  in  governm ent 

w i th  t h e  concep t o f  a  " s t r o n g  c e n t r a l i z e d  g o v ern m en t,"  a  

R e p u b l ic a n  h e r e s y ,  and d e c la r e d :

We govern  from  th e  b a s e ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  man I s  
t h e  u n i t .  A l l  r i g h t s  a r e  h i s  sav e  th o s e  he has 
g iv e n  up f o r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h im s e l f  and t o  p e r ­
p e t u a t e  t h e  governm ent. . . .  A s t r i c t  con­
s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  has  alw ays 
been  a c a r d i n a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  Democracy. 25

2^rbid.

25 l b i d . ,  12 O c to b er  1 8 9 0 .
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L ik e  th e  D em ocra ts ,  t h e  L in c o ln  R ep u b lican s  a l s o  con­

t i n u e d  t h e i r  a c t i v e  campaign f o r  P a t t i s o n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  

They s p o n so re d  r a l l i e s  on 20 and 25 O c to b e r  and hammered 

away a t  M att  Quay and th e  R e p u b l ic a n  machine in  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  

At t h e  f i r s t  r a l l y  John B. G a r r e t t ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

L eh igh  V a l le y  R a i l r o a d ,  p r e s i d e d  and announced t h a t  P a t t i s o n  

would b e  t h e  f i r s t  Democrat f o r  whom he would v o t e .  The 

Reverend C h a r le s  Wood, p a s t o r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n

Church o f  Germantown, a w ell-know n a d v o c a te  o f  re fo rm , was
26t h e  main s p e a k e r .  The second  r a l l y  was p lan n ed  by P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  bu s in essm en  J u s tu s  S t ra w b r id g e ,  Wharton B a r k e r  and
27Rudolph B la n k e n b u rg .

In  t h e  meantime th e  f a c t i o n a l  f i g h t i n g  g o t  i n t e n s e  in

t h e  T h i r d  d i s t r i c t .  In  e a r l y  O c to b e r  t h e  Record e n d o rsed

M cAleer and  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  t h e  Vaux f o r c e s  sh o u ld  have
28

a b id e d  by t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  n o m in a tin g  c o n v e n t io n .

(The R ecord  had fa v o re d  Vaux f o r  r e n o m in a t io n . )  B o th  Vaux 

and M cAleer campaigned h a rd  f o r  R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  s e a t .  McAleer 

g o t  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  P e t e r  Monroe and S q u i re  McMullen, t h e  

I r i s h  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  w ard s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

He a l s o  g o t  th e  endorsem ent o f  F i r s t  Hebrew D e lam a te r  C lub , 

composed o f  some 27^ Jew ish  R ep u b lic a n s  o f  th e  f i f t h  w ard, 

and t h e  Union L abor P a r ty ,  a  w ork ingm en 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i th  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  in  t h e  e l e v e n th  w ard .

2 ^ I b i d . , 21 O c to b er  1 8 9 0 .

27 I b i d . ,  26 O c to b er  1 8 9 0 . 
p 8

I b i d . ,  8 O c to b er  1 8 9 0 .
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V au x 's  s t r e n g t h  came from th e  up p er  wards (11 , 12 , 16, 

17) and from Tommy Ryan, l e a d e r  o f  th e  s i x t h .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  

th e  " d e c e n t"  p e o p le  in  th e  d i s t r i c t  su p p o r te d  Vaux f o r  

r e e l e c t i o n .  U n f o r tu n a te ly  f o r  th e  D em ocrats ,  Ryan worked 

a  d e a l  w i th  Elwood B ec k e r ,  R epublican  c a n d id a te  f o r  M cAleer’s 

S t a t e  S e n a te  s e a t .  Ryan ag reed  to  su p p o r t  B ec k er  o v e r  th e  

D em ocratic  c a n d id a t e ,  James Lee, in  r e tu r n  f o r  which B ecker  

ag reed  t o  g e t  R e p u b lican s  t o  su p p o r t  Vaux. The a rrangem en t 

worked f o r  B ec k e r ,  who c a r r i e d  th e  Second S e n a t o r i a l  

d i s t r i c t  (wards 3> 4 , 6 , 11) by a  v o te  o f  6 ,9 5 9  t o  L e e ’ s

6 , 8 9 0 . Tommy R y an 's  s i x t h  ward went f o r  B ec k er  by th e  

lo p s id e d  v o te  o f  1 ,2 7 6  t o  6 5 1 .

However, t h e  Ryan d e a l  cou ld  n o t  tu rn  b ack  th e  McAleer 

t i d e .  McAleer won by a  v o te  o f  13,121 t o  10 ,037  f o r  Vaux. 

However, Vaux d id  c a r r y  t h e  s i x t h ,  e l e v e n th ,  t w e l f t h ,  and 

s i x t e e n t h  w ard s ,  b u t  t h e  trem endous p l u r a l i t i e s  in  t h e  

low er wards f o r  McAleer a s s u re d  h i s  v i c t o r y .  R yan 's  bcyjy 

cu t th e  McAleer D em ocrats ,  w h ile  t h e  McAleer Democrats 

went a  s t e p  f a r t h e r  and c u t  P a t t i s o n  b ecau se  he had 

fav o red  Vaux f o r  t h e  C o n g re s s io n a l  n o m in a t io n .  The c u t t i n g  

in  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  wards by P e t e r  Monroe and S q u i re  

McMullen was so  b l a t a n t  t h a t  th e  C i ty  Committee met on 10 

November and v o te d  33 t o  6 t o  expe l b o th  o f  t h e s e  men

from t h e  C i ty  C om m ittee .2^

2% b i d . , 11 November 1890 .
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The R ep u b lican s  won a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c o n g r e s s io n a l  con­

t e s t s  and swept th e  c i t y  f o r  D e la m a te r .  The c i t y  v o te  was:

D e lam ate r :  106,014
P a t t i s o n :  84 ,126

P a t t i s o n  co u ld  n o t  match h i s  1882 v o te  b u t  he d id  manage t o

c a r r y  t e n  wards in  t h e  c i t y ,  sev en  o f  which were in  th e

r i v e r  d i s t r i c t .  A l l  t h e  wards h e  c a r r i e d  were p o p u la te d  by

t h e  w orking c l a s s  ex cep t  t h e  t h i r t y - f o u r t h ,  a  m id d le - c la s s

r e s i d e n t i a l  ward in  West P h i l a d e l p h i a .

D e s p i te  h i s  l o s s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  by 2 1 ,000  v o te s  

P a t t i s o n  c a r r i e d  th e  s t a t e  and won t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e  

by 16 ,000  v o t e s .  Many in d e p e n d e n ts  and re fo rm  R ep u b lican s  

r e fu s e d  t o  v o te  f o r  D e lam ate r  b e c a u se  Quay had fo rc e d  

D e la m a te r1 s n o m in a tio n  o v e r  t h e  more p 'o p u la r  Dan H a s t in g s .  

The d i s g r u n t l e d  e lem en ts  in  t h e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  p r o t e s t e d  

Q uay 's  d o m in a t io n  iby abandoning  t h e i r  p a r t y  and v o t in g  f o r  

P a t t i s o n .  The P i t t s b u r g h  v o te  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  w id esp read  

d e f e c t i o n  o f  R e p u b l ic a n s .  In  t h a t  v e r i t a b l e  GOP s t r o n g ­

h o ld ,  D e lam ate r  o n ly  won by a  s l im  p l u r a l i t y  o f  2 ,000  

v o t e s .^ 0

D. C le v e la n d 's  T h i rd  Campaign

C le v e la n d 's  t h i r d  campaign f o r  th e  p r e s id e n c y  in  1892 

d id  n o t  c r e a t e  among P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats th e  e n t h u s i a s t i c

3®See A. K. McClure, Old Time N otes o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  
V o l .  I I ,  pp .  576-578 and L. W. R a th g eb e r  ""The D em ocratic  
P a r ty  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia :  1 8 8 0 -1 8 9 6 ,” p p . 252.
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re sp o n se  t h a t  h i s  1888 can v ass  had p ro d u c e d .  In  p a r t ,  t h e  

t a r i f f  i s s u e  f a i l e d  t o  e x c i t e  p e o p le .  The n a t i o n a l  cam­

p a ig n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  co u ld  o n ly  be d e s c r ib e d  a s  p e r i p h e r a l  

t o  t h e  l o c a l  b a t t l e s ,  t h e  most im p o r ta n t  o f  w hich rag ed  

w i th  i n t e n s i t y  f o r  months in  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  d i s t r i c t .

W ill iam  F .  H a r r i t y ,  r e c e n t l y  e l e c t e d  chairm an o f  th e  

D em ocra tic  N a t io n a l  Com m ittee, p la n n e d  C le v e l a n d 's  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  r e e l e c t i o n  cam paign . On 27 Septem ber 1892, C le v e la n d  

i s s u e d  h i s  L e t t e r  o f  A ccep tance  w hich marked t h e  o f f i c i a l  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  cam paign . In  a  m odera te  and c o n c is e  

l e t t e r ,  C le v e la n d  a g a in  p o in te d  t o  th e  need  o f  re fo rm in g  

th e  t a r i f f .  The Times s u p p o r te d  C lev e lan d  and commented 

on h i s  l e t t e r :  " I t  i s  a  c o n c i s e ,  c l e a r - c u t  s ta t e m e n t  o f

th e  D em ocra tic  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n t e s t  and w i l l  

command w ide a t t e n t i o n  and g en ero u s  a p p r e c i a t i o n . "  But t h e  

"wide a t t e n t i o n  and g en ero u s  a p p r e c i a t i o n "  n e v e r  m a n i fe s te d  

i t s e l f  in  Chairman H a r r i t y ' s  home town.

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats n e v e r  g o t  t h e  C le v e la n d  

bandwagon s t a r t e d .  In  e a r l y  J u ly  t h e  number o f  e l i g i b l e  

D em ocratic  v o t e r s  s h ra n k  t o  t h e  u n b e l i e v a b le  low o f  13,010 

in  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y .  Only t h i r t e e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  100,000 

Democrats in  t h e  c i t y  had p r e s e n te d  th e  n e c e s s a r y  t a x  

r e c e i p t s  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  v o t i n g . T h e  a larm ed  C i ty

^ T h e  T im es, 27 Sep tem ber 1 8 9 2 .

32])em ocratio  E x e c u t iv e  Committee R e p o r t ,  J u ly  6 , 1892  
(Gordon S crap b o o k , 1892 -1 8 9 4 ).
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E x e c u t iv e  Committee s e n t  an im p ass io n ed  p l e a  t o  a l l  p a r t y  

w orkers  adm on ish ing  them t o  g e t  busy  l e s t  th e  R ep u b lican s  

win by d e f a u l t .  The s i t u a t i o n  g o t  b e t t e r  in  t h e  n e x t  two 

months s i n c e ,  t h e  Democrats s t i l l  la g g e d  b e h in d  th e  R e p u b l i ­

c a n s ,  who, a t  f i r s t ,  were a l s o  l e t h a r g i c  in  p u rc h a s in g  t a x  

r e c e i p t s .  The Dem ocrats were h an d icap p ed  in  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  

t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  t h e y  o n ly  p u rc h a se d  t a x  r e c e i p t s  f o r  

t h e i r  men in  a l i m i t e d  number o f  w ards where th e y  e x p e c te d  

h o t  c o n t e s t s .  They depended upon p a r t y  w o rk ers  t o  u rg e
33D em ocra tic  v o t e r s  t o  p u rc h a se  t h e i r  r e c e i p t s  i n d i v i d u a l l y .

On t h e  l a s t  day in  which t a x  r e c e i p t s  c o u ld  be  p u rc h a s e d ,  

t h e  R e p u b lic a n  C i ty  Chairman bough t 57 ,200  w h i le  o n ly  a  

few were bo u g h t by D em ocra tic  ward l e a d e r s  f o r  a  h a n d f u l  o f
34s e l e c t  w ards in  t h e  c i t y .

The t a x  r e c e i p t  p rob lem  s e r v e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  th e

g e n e r a l  and more s e r i o u s  a p a th y  o f  t h e  cam paign. In  e a r l y

O c to b e r  when t h e  campaign s h o u ld  have  been in  f u l l  swing

The Times o b se rv e d :

W hile  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  and t h e  m arch ing  c lu b s  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  a ro u s e  t h e  p e o p le ,  t h e r e  i s  
r e a l l y  l i t t l e  re sp o n s e  from any  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
c i t y .  We have  had t e n  t im e s  more e a r n e s t  
e f f o r t  and e n th u s ia sm  i n  many l o c a l  c o n t e s t s ,  
and t h e  o n ly  t h i n g  t h a t  can now be  p r e d i c t e d  
w i t h  s a f e t y  i s  t h a t  t h e  v o te  w i l l  be u n u s u a l ly

33The T im es , 9 O c to b e r  1 8 9 2 .

3 ^ I b i d . ,  10 O c to b e r  1 8 9 2 . A lso  on 23 O c to b e r ,  The 
Times e s t im a te d  t h a t  2 5 ,000  Dem ocrats d id  n o t  have tE §“  
n e c e s s a r y  t a x  r e c e i p t s  t o  q u a l i f y  them  f o r  v o t in g .
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l i g h t  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e s t  in  November n e x t ,  
and th e  m a j o r i t y  w i l l  b e  known o n ly  when th e  
v o te s  a r e  c o u n te d .  35

Hence, u n l i k e  p r e v io u s  e l e c t i o n s ,  McClure o f f e r e d  no 

d e f i n i t e  p r e d i c t i o n  ab o u t t h e  outcome in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  But 

he d id  p r e d i c t  t h a t  n a t i o n a l l y  ” . . .  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  C lev e ­

la n d  seems t o  be even more th a n  p ro b a b le  and l i k e l y  by th e  

l a r g e s t  m a j o r i t y  g iv e n  any P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a t e  d u r in g  

t h e  l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s . "  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats co u ld  

n o t  c o n c e n t r a t e  on C l e v e l a n d 's  campaign b e c a u se  t h e y  were 

to o  busy  f i g h t i n g  among th e m se lv e s  f o r  m a s te ry  o f  t h e  c i t y  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .

E. The A n t i - H a r r l t y  Movement

B e fo re  t h e  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  in  t h e  *92 campaign 

can be d i s c u s s e d ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  go b a c k  t o  1890  t o  

e x p la in  b r i e f l y  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  and e v e n ts  w hich  le d  

t o  t h e  w ra n g le s  in  1892  w h ich , i n  t u r n ,  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  

sch ism  t h a t  f o l lo w e d .  When P a t t i s o n  a p p o in te d  H a r r i t y  

t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Commonwealth in  1891 , he  a l i e n a t e d  

Judge Gordon, who w anted  t o  b e  P a t t i s o n ' s  c o n f id a n t  in  h i s  

second a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  as  h e  had in  h i s  f i r s t .  Over th e  

y e a r s  an i n t e n s e  p e r s o n a l  r i v a l r y  (p ro b a b ly  b ased  upon 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  j e a lo u s y )  had d ev e lo p ed  betw een H a r r i t y  and 

Gordon. A f t e r  H a r r i t y ' s  a p p o in tm en t as  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e

35 I b i d . ,  9 O c to b e r  1 8 9 2 .

36I b i d . ,  23 O c to b e r  1 8 9 2 .
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37Commonwealth, Gordon a l s o  grew t o  d i s l i k e  P a t t i s o n .

F u r t h e r ,  H a r r i t y ’s power in  t h e  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  

p a r t y  was a  s o u rc e  o f  i r r i t a t i o n  t o  Gordon and t o  two o t h e r  

D em ocratic  l e a d e r s ,  George McGowan and W illiam  McAleer. 

McGowan had been a l e a d e r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  W allace 

f a c t i o n  in  th e  p a r t y  b e f o re  l8 8 0 .  W hile R a n d a ll  managed 

t o  keep him q u ie t  f o r  a  d ecad e ,  he r e a s s e r t e d  h im s e l f  when 

he l e d  t h e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  W allace  d e l e g a t e s  a t  th e  1890 S t a t e  

C o n v en tio n .  He, to o ,  d i s t r u s t e d  P a t t i s o n  and h a te d  H a r r i t y .  

So, he  r e p e a te d  h i s  e a r l i e r  s t r a t e g y ,  g a th e re d  t o g e t h e r  

h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a r i v a l  Dem ocratic o rg a n iz a ­

t i o n  in  F e b ru a ry  o f  1892 c a l l e d  t h e  D em ocratic  Committee o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  County . O s te n s ib ly  t h i s  com m ittee fu n c t io n e d

t o  re fo rm  th e  p a r t y  r u l e s ,  b u t  i t s  r e a l  p u rp o se  was t o  dump 
38H a r r i t y .

F i n a l l y ,  Congressman McAleer was s t i l l  angry  a t  

H a r r i t y  b e c a u se  he su p p o r te d  Vaux f o r  Congress in  1 8 9 0 . 

These t h r e e  m ajo r  d i s s i d e n t s ,  th o u g h  complementing each  

o t h e r ,  had n o t  in  1892 c r e a t e d  a  sch ism  in  th e  p a r t y .  But 

McAleer and h i s  f o l lo w e rs  d id  e s t a b l i s h  a f a c t i o n  which 

f u n c t io n e d  d u r in g  th e  ’ 92 e l e c t i o n s ,  and i t  was upon th e

3 7 see  th e  P h i l a d e lp h ia  I n q u i r e r .  1 December 1890  and 
th e  Sunday World ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) .  '4 Jan u a ry  189 1 . (Gordon 
S c rapbook , 1 8 9 0 -9 7 ).

3®See " L e t t e r  to  th e  Democracy o f  P ennsy lvan ia"  c i r ­
c u l a t e d  by th e  Dem ocratic  Committee o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a . County, 
18 F e b ru a ry  1892  (Gordon Scrapbook , 1890 -9 7 ).

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



75

McAleer f a c t i o n  t h a t  a f u l l  s c a l e  s c h is m a t ic  D em ocratic  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  would soon be  b u i l t .

In  1892  D em ocratic  p a r t y  d i s c o r d  c e n te r e d  in  M cA leer 's

c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .  In  a  s e n s e ,  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o f  ;92

was an e x te n s io n  o f  t h e  Vaux-McAleer f i g h t  ..of 1 8 9 0 . The

p a r t y  r e g u l a r s  s t i l l  c o n s id e re d  McAleer an in s u r g e n t  who

had by d e v io u s  means d e p r iv e d  Vaux o f  h i s  s e a t .  The C i ty

D em ocra tic  E x e c u t iv e  Committee composed o f  p e o p le  l i k e

D o n n e lly ,  Ryan, H a r r i t y ,  P u r th  and Dittmann l i n e d  up to

oppose M cAleer. In  th e  t h i r d  d i s t r i c t  t h e  a n t i -M c A le e r  group

began t o  b u i l d  an o r g a n iz a t io n  t o  b e a t  McAleer in  t h e  1892

p r im a ry .  At t h e  co n v e n t io n  in  e a r l y  Septem ber th e  r e g u la r s

had a  c l e a r  m a jo r i t y  and p ro ceed ed  t o  nom inate  A s s i s t a n t

D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y  W. ¥ .  Ker f o r  C on g ress .  The d i s s i d e n t s ,

u n d e r  S q u i re  M cM ullen 's d i r e c t i o n ,  d id  n o t even b o th e r  t o

a t t e n d  t h e  c o n v e n tio n  b u t  o rg a n iz e d  t h e i r  own m ee tin g  and
39nom inated  McAleer. Now th e  f i g h t  was on .

W ith  two D em ocra tic  nominees in  th e  f i e l d ,  t h e  Repub­

l i c a n s  had a  go lden  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  c a p tu re  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  

d i s t r i c t ,  th e  o n ly  d i s t r i c t  in  P h i l a d e lp h ia  t h a t  had n e v e r  

gone R e p u b l ic a n .  And, th e y  d id  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t ,  b u t  i n  an 

u n o r th o d o x  way. They nom inated  McAleer on t h e  R epub lican  

t i c k e t ]  F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  th e

39]?he Tim es, 2 Septem ber 1 8 9 0 .
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40P i lg r im  C lu b ,  t h e  R ep u b lican s  annexed p a r t  o f  th e

Democracy in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  The p o l i t i c a l  a m b it io n s  o f

S e n a to r  M att Quay and Congressman W ill iam  McAleer m o tiv a te d

th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  t h e  annex in  1 8 9 2 . McAleer ra n  f o r  r e -

e l e c t i o n  as  an In d ep en d en t Democrat and as  a  R e p u b l ic a n .

In  exchange f o r  t h e  R ep u b lican  n o m in a t io n ,  t h e  McAleer

boys a g re e d  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  R ep u b lican  c a n d id a te s  f o r  t h e

l e g i s l a t u r e  i n s t e a d  o f  th e  r e g u l a r  D em ocratic  nom inees.

T h is  would a s s u r e  a  few more s e a t s  in  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r

M att Quay, who l i k e d  W ashington and wanted to  r e t u r n  t o  th e
4 lS e n a te ,  s i n c e  h i s  f i r s t  te rm  e x p i r e d  in  1 8 9 3 .

The h o r r i f i e d  Times lam ented  t h e  d e a l  between McAleer
| i o

and Quay and l a b e l e d  i t :  "The P i lg r im  r e s t o r a t i o n . "

The r e g u l a r s ,  a s to u n d e d  by th e  d e a l ,  t r i e d  to  a v e r t  t h e

annex by e f f e c t i n g  a  rapprochem ent w i th  McAleer, b u t  i t

was to o  l a t e .  Ker c o n se n te d  t o  w ithdraw  t o  p e rm it  t h e

o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  be  in  a  b e t t e r  b a r g a in in g  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t
43McAleer had  a l r e a d y  consummated t h e  d e a l .

4o
The P i lg r im  Club was o rg a n iz e d  in  t h e  7 0 ' s and 

f u n c t io n e d  u n t i l  1 8 8 0 . I t s  o s t e n s i b l e  p u rp o se  was s o c i a l .  
I tsam em b ersh ip  in c lu d e d  C o l.  Mann, a  l e a d in g  R ep u b lican  
and Lewis C a s s id y ,  a  l e a d in g  D em ocrat. The two men and 
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  P i lg r im  Club e n te r e d  i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  d e a l s  
which a s s u r e d  t h e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  R ep u b lican  m achine in  
exchange f o r  p a t ro n a g e  g iv en  t o  a  s e l e c t  number o f  C ass id y  
D em ocra ts .  See A. K. McClure, Old Time N o tes ,  V o l.  I I ,
P . 3 8 7 f f .  “

^ T h e  T im es , 8 Septem ber 1 8 9 2 .

^ 2I b i d .

^ 3 i b i d . ,  17 Septem ber 1 8 9 2 .
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W hile t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats w ere f i g h t i n g ,

W ill iam  H a r r i t y  b u s i l y  co nduc ted  C le v e l a n d 's  s u c c e s s f u l  

n a t i o n a l  campaign f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .  The n a t i o n a l  p r o s p e c t s  

f o r  v i c t o r y  were b r i g h t ,  b u t  o n ly  a p a th y  g r e e t e d  t h e  

C le v e la n d  c a n v ass  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  N e i th e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

n o r  P e n n s y lv a n ia  c o u ld  c la im  any o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  C le v e ­

l a n d ' s  d ra m a t ic  p o l i t i c a l  comeback in  t h e  November 

e l e c t i o n .  H a r r i s o n  c a r r i e d  t h e  c i t y  by o v e r  3 2 ,0 0 0  v o t e s ,  

a  d e c i s i v e  sweep when c o n t r a s t e d  t o  h i s  p l u r a l i t y  o f

18 ,000  i n  1 8 8 8 . The c i t y  v o te  was:

C le v e la n d  (D) 84 ,470  (420)
H a r r i s o n  (R) 1 1 6 ,6 8 5  (5 ty°)

The E x - P r e s id e n t  c a r r i e d  o n ly  e i g h t  wards in  t h e  c i t y ,

seven  o f  w hich w ere in  t h e  r i v e r  d i s t r i c t .  The o n ly  o t h e r

ward he c a r r i e d  was t h e  seco n d , a n o th e r  w orking  c l a s s  w ard .

C le v e la n d  showed no s ig n s  o f  s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l

m i d d l e - c l a s s  R e p u b l ic a n  n e ig h b o rh o o d s .

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  in  t h e  c i t y ' s  h i s t o r y  th e  o ld  r i v e r  

ward d i s t r i c t  e l e c t e d  a  R ep u b lican  c a n d id a te  t o  C o n g re ss .  

M cA leer1s combined In d ep en d en t  D em ocra tic  and R ep u b lican  

v o te  r e a c h e d  o v e r  15 ,000  w h i le  K er p o l l e d  an a l l  t im e  

low D em ocra tic  v o te  o f  5*500* McAleer sw ept e v e ry  s i n g l e  

ward in  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  In  t h e  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  d i s ­

t r i c t s ,  McAleer*s boys s e n t  R e p u b lican s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

from  t h e  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h  and t w e l f t h  w ard s .  McAleer h ad , 

in d e e d ,  honored  h i s  d e a l  w i th  Quay.
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F. The P a r ty  Schism

S in c e  o n ly  McAleer among th e  Dem ocrats (he was r e a l l y  

a  Democrat and rem ained  one though  in  1892 he  was a 

t i t u l a r  R e p u b lic a n )  won a  m ajo r  o f f i c e  in  1892 ,  he  became 

even s t r o n g e r  among th e  i n s u r g e n t s .  When t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  

f i r s t  o rg a n iz e d  ( a f t e r  b e in g  d e f e a t e d  a t  t h e  p a r t y  p r i ­

m a r ie s  i n  J a n u a ry  1892 ) t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  c o u ld  no t be 

d e te rm in e d .  B u t ,  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  McAleer and h i s  d e a l  w i th  

th e  R e p u b l ic a n s  in  1892  gave th e  a n t i - H a r r i t y  group a 

b o o s t .  The r e s u l t  o f  th e  '9 2  f i a s c o ,  in  f a c t ,  con firm ed  

th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t y  sch ism . In  a d d i t i o n  t o  McGowan, 

McAleer, and G ordon, a n o th e r  l e a d in g  D em ocrat, D a l la s  

S a n d e r s ,  who a l s o  d i s t r u s t e d  H a r r i t y ,  l e n t  a id  and s u p p o r t  

t o  t h e  r i v a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  P o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g y  o r  e th n ic  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p la y e d  no r o l e  in  t h e  d i s p u t e .  The con­

t r o v e r s y  w hich  l a s t e d  w e l l  i n t o  m id d le  o f  t h e  d ecade  

fo cu sed  o n ly  on p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  

and p a r t y  r u l e s .  U n d ern ea th  a l l  o f  t h e  r h e t o r i c  t h e r e  

rem ained  i n t e n s e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  dom inant l e a d e r s h i p  o f  

W ill iam  F . H a r r i t y .  The *92 v i c t o r y  o n ly  s e rv e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  

th e  hopes  o f  t h e  new o r g a n iz a t io n  which c la im ed  t o  r e p r e ­

s e n t  th e  p u re  Democracy in  t h e  c i t y .  Thus when th e  

“County Democracy” met a f t e r  th e  e l e c t i o n  th e y  g l o r i e d  in  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  McAleer g o t  6 ,7 7 8  In d e p e n d e n t  D em ocra tic

v o t e s ,  and p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  la u d in g  M cAleer and con-
44demning "B oss” H a r r i t y .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s ,  6 December 1 8 9 2 . (Gordon S c ra p ­
book , 1 8 9 2 -1 ^ 9 4 ) .
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M cA leer 's  R epub lican  can d idacy  in  '92  co u ld  o n ly  be

term ed  a  tem pora ry  e x p e d ie n t .  When he assumed h i s  s e a t

in  t h e  F i f t y - t h i r d  C ongress , he  jo in e d  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  on

t h e  D em ocra tic  s id e  o f  th e  a i s l e ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e

D em ocra tic  caucus and f u r t h e r  u p s e t  h i s  R epub lican  f r i e n d s

when he v o te d  f o r  th e  W ilson t a r i f f  b i l l .  By h i s  v o te  on

t h e  t a r i f f  he  c u t  i r r e v o c a b ly  h i s  t i e  w i th  th e  R e p u b l ic a n s .

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s , f o r  example, c r i t i c i z e d  McAleer

f o r  n o t  b e in g  as  courageous as  R an d a ll  on th e  t a r i f f  i s s u e

and s a i d :  "Mr. McAleer has ta k e n  h i s  p la c e  among th e

cuckoo members and has v o ted  w i th  t h e  f r e e - t r a d e r s  o f  th e  
45S o u th .

McAleer p ro b a b ly  th o u g h t  he c o u ld  drop h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  

w i th  t h e  R ep u b lican s  and s u f f e r  no i l l  e f f e c t s  b e c a u se  of 

h i s  v i c t o r y  in  '92  and b ecau se  o f  th e  expansion  o f  h i s  

own D em ocra tic  o r g a n iz a t i o n .  The i n s u r g e n t s ,  u n a b le  t o  

g e t  t h e i r  d e l e g a t e s  s e a te d  a t  th e  r e g u l a r  c o n v e n t io n s ,  

d e c id e d  in  Jan u a ry  1894, to  c r e a t e  a g r a n d io s e  new s t a t e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  c a l l e d  th e  "P e n n sy lv a n ia  Democracy."

T h is  P h i l a d e l p h i a  based  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  which had s t r e n g t h  

o n ly  in  t h e  r i v e r  wards and a t t r a c t e d  no im p o r ta n t  s t a t e  

l e a d e r s ,  s e t  o u t t o  ru in  H a r r i t y .  E a r l i e r ,  when McAleer had 

t h e  a u d a c i ty  t o  subm it nom ina tions  t o  C leve land  f o r  some o f

^ I b i d . ,  3 F e b ru a ry  1894. (Gordon S crapbook , 1892-1894).

^ ^ I b l d . , 12 Jan u ary  1894. (Gordon Scrapbook , 1892-1894).
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t h e  c o v e te d  p a t ro n a g e  plums f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and P e n n s y lv a n ia ,

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  ig n o re d  th e  r e q u e s t s  and a p p o in te d  r e g u la r s
47recommended by H a r r i t y .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h i s  new o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n  ap p ro ach ed  th e  coming 1894 e l e c t i o n s  a n t i c i p a t i n g

th e  e n t r y  o f  i t s  c a n d id a te s  in  t h e  s t a t e  and c i t y  c o n t e s t s .
48W il l ia m  S i n g e r ly ,  a  r e g u l a r ,  saw t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e

s i t u a t i o n  and s e t  o u t to  be th e  p a r t y  p eac e -m a k e r .  In  a

d i s p l a y  o f  j o u r n a l i s t i c  j e a l o u s y ,  The Times s a r c a s t i c a l l y

s t a t e d  t h a t ;  " B ro th e r  S in g e r ly  i s  a lw ays w a l t z in g  around
49as  a  m is s io n a ry  o f  peace  and good w i l l . "  But S in g e r ly

d id  p e r fo rm  a  m inor m i r a c le  in  e f f e c t i n g  a  compromise

betw een McAleer and H a r r i t y  which o b v ia te d  t h e  e n t r y  o f

c a n d id a te s  from b o th  o r g a n iz a t io n s  i n  t h e  F e b ru a ry  e l e c t i o n s .

Under t h e  te rm s  o f  th e  compromise, t h e  McAleer f a c t i o n  was

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a l l  p a r t y  c o n f e re n c e s ,  and th e  McAleer

d e l e g a t e s  in  t h e  r i v e r  wards were r e c o g n iz e d  as  th e

o f f i c i a l  ward r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  F u r th e r ,  nominees f o r

F e d e r a l  jo b s  recommended t o  C le v e la n d  w ere t o  be  n e u t r a l s
50n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  e i t h e r  f a c t i o n .

W ith t h e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  S in g e r l y  compromise o f  

J a n u a ry  1894, t h e  "P e n n sy lv a n ia  Democracy" a g re e d  t o  d i s ­

band and t o  s u p p o r t  th e  r e g u la r s  in  t h e  F e b ru a ry  e l e c t i o n s .

^ T h e  T im es, 14 F e b ru a ry  1 8 9 4 .

^ % e e  C h a p te r  V I I ,  pp . 225 f o r  a  b i o g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  
o f  W il l ia m  S i n g e r l y .

^ P h e  T im es, 28 Ja n u a ry  1894. (Gordon S crapbook , 1892- 
1 894) .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s .  25 Ja n u a ry  1894. (Gordon 
S c ra p b o o k ,  l8 9 2 - l8 9 4 j^
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Even th o u g h  u n i t e d ,  t h e  Democrats s u f f e r e d  a s tu n n in g  d e f e a t

a t  t h e  p o l l s  on 21 F e b ru a ry ,  when G alusha  Grow whipped

J .  P. Hancock f o r  c o n g r e s s m a n -a t - l a r g e  by a  p l u r a l i t y  o f

160 ,000  in  t h e  s t a t e  and 5 2 ,000  in  t h e  c i t y .  The Times

a n a ly z e d  t h e  d e f e a t  and blamed i t  on th e  unhappy f a c t

t h a t  t h e  Democrats happened t o  be  in  o f f i c e  d u r in g  a

d e p r e s s io n :

The t r o u b l e  w i th  t h e  Democrats i s  t h a t  t h e  
c o u n t ry  i s  s u f f e r i n g  from h a rd  t im e s  and as  
t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in  power in  W ashington 
hav e  done n o th in g  f o r  i t s  r e l i e f ,  t h e  p e o p le  
a r e  n o t  v o t in g  t o  s u s t a i n  D em ocratic  r u l e .
T h a t  i s  t h e  whole s t o r y .  51

As t h e  Democrats f a c e d  t h e  '9 4  e l e c t i o n  cam paign , t h e  

o b s t a c l e s  in  t h e i r  p a th  seemed t o  be  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  h a r d e r  

and e a s i e r j  e a s i e r  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  new harmony in  t h e  p a r t y  

b u t  h a r d e r  b e cau se  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e p r e s s io n .  D em ocra tic  

op tim ism  was, t h e r e f o r e ,  v e ry  r e s t r a i n e d .  No one s e r i o u s l y  

e n t e r t a i n e d  any n o t io n s  o f  v i c t o r y  f o r  s t a t e  o r  c i t y  

t i c k e t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  o ld  f a i t h f u l  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t .

Even th o u g h  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats d id  manage t o  p u l l  t o ­

g e t h e r  t h e  two f a c t i o n s ,  th e y  fa c e d  t h e  November campaign 

w i th  r e s i g n a t i o n .

G. S in g e r ly * s  Campaign f o r  G o v ern o r: 1894

W il l ia m  M. S in g e r ly  won th e  D em ocra tic  n o m in a tio n  f o r  

G overnor by a c c la m a t io n  in  l a t e  Ju n e .  His n o m in a t io n ,  i n  a  

r e a l  s e n s e ,  confirm ed  h i s  e a r l i e r  s u c c e s s f u l  compromise

53-The T im es , 21 F e b ru a ry  1894. (Gordon S crapbook ,
1892-18947.
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e f f o r t s  f o r  p a r t y  u n i t y ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  s i g n i f i e d  t h e  hope­

l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p l i g h t  in  1894. S i n g e r l y ' s  

p a p e r  a n a ly z e d  th e  meaning o f  h i s  c a n d id a c y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h e  n o m in a tin g  c o n v e n t io n :

B ecause  h i s  Democracy i s  b ro a d  g a u g e ,  he 
f e e l s  bound t o  l e a d  where he h as  b e so u g h t  
o t h e r  men t o  f o l lo w .  He r e p r e s e n t s  no 
f a c t i o n  and would n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  c a l l  o f  a  
f a c t i o n .  He d e s p i s e s  f a c t i o n  and contem ns / s i c /  
i t ;  b u t  t h e  sp o n tan e o u s  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  w hole — 
p a r t y  in  a  t im e  o f  doubt and d i s t r e s s  a d m its  
o f  no d e n i a l .  I f  t h e  Democracy in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  
w ere  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  e l e c t  t h e  n e x t  G overnor 
o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  Mr. S in g e r l y  would f e e l  i t  h i s  
d u ty  t o  i n s i s t  upon a  s t r o n g e r  and more 
e x p e r ie n c e d  c a n d id a t e  f o r  th e  G o v e rn o rs h ip .  52

Hence, S i n g e r l y ' s  c a n d id a c y  s e rv e d  t o  u n i t e  t h e  m in o r i ty

p a r t y  in  a  y e a r  o f  i n e v i t a b l e  d e f e a t .  The u n i t e d  p a r t y ,

th o u g h  r e s i g n e d ,  began t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  th e

cam paign . The v a r io u s  D em ocra tic  c lu b s  o f  t h e  c i t y  p a s se d

r e s o l u t i o n s  p r a i s i n g  S i n g e r l y  and d e te rm in e d  t o  work h a rd
53f o r  h i s  c a n d id a c y .  In  t h e  meantime as  S i n g e r l y  p lan n ed  

f o r  a  g a l a  D em o cra tic  r a l l y  a t  th e  Academy on S ep tem ber 29, 

c o n c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  went 

a lo n g  in  an a m ia b le  f a s h i o n .  McAleer was t o  r e c e i v e  th e  

s u p p o r t  o f  b o th  f a c t i o n s  and run as  t h e  r e g u l a r  D em ocratic  

nominee f o r  C o n g re s s .  W ith t h e  compromise a g re e d  upon by 

b o th  f a c t i o n s ,  i t  a p p e a re d  t h a t  t h e  coming n o m in a tin g  con­

v e n t io n  in  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  would b e  m ere ly  p ro  form a.

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 28 June 1894. 

5 3 i b i d . ,  8 J u ly  1894.
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H. McAleer J i l t e d

Then , w i th  no w a rn in g ,  o u t  o f  t h e  c l e a r ,  p l a c i d  Demo­

c r a t i c  sky  s h o t  a  b o l t  o f  l i g h t n i n g  which c r e a t e d  t u r ­

b u le n c e  and chaos in  t h e  o ld  R a n d a ll  d i s t r i c t .  In  a  s u r ­

p r i s e  e l e v e n th  h o u r  move, t h e  a n t i -M c A le e r  men, u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  M ajor Tommy Ryan and councilm an P e t e r  

Monroe, c o n s p ir e d  t o  d e f e a t  M cAleer, A ll  t h e  months o f  

p e a c e  t a l k s  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  a t  t h e  coup d ' e t a t  o f  20 S ep tem ber 

1894. Even th e  d e l e g a t e s  d id  no t know o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  

u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  v o t in g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  j u s t  a s  t h e  

n o m in a t io n s  were b e in g  made. The B u l l e t i n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t :

MUp u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  moment t h e  g e n e r a l  id e a  was t h a t  M cA lee r 's  

r e n o m in a tio n  was r e a s o n a b ly  a s s u r e d ;  b u t  h i s  enem ies w i th  

s l e e p l e s s  p e r s i s t e n c y  worked f o r  h i s  undoing  in  s i l e n c e ,

w h i le  l u l l i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s  i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  o f  f a n c ie d  
54s e c u r i t y . ’

Chairman H a r r i t y  met w i th  M e ss rs .  Ryan, Monroe, and 

D ittm an  th e  n ig h t  b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  and made an e a r n e s t  

p l e a  f o r  M cA leer 's  c a n d id a c y .  But a f t e r  t h e  t h r e e  ward 

l e a d e r s  in  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  l e f t  H a r r i t y ' s  o f f i c e ,  th e y  

worked s w i f t l y  t o  undo t h e  many months o f  p a i n f u l  p r o g r e s s  

tow ard  p a r t y  u n i t y .  The n e x t  m orning th e  d e l e g a t e s  met 

a t  N a t io n a l  G uards ' H a l l  and g o t  t h e i r  q u i e t  b u t  f i r m  

o r d e r s  t o  v o te  f o r ' J o s e p h  M cCullen, a  young law y er  from

Evening B u l l e t i n  ( P h i l a d e lp h ia )  20 S ep tem ber 
1894 (Gordon S crapbook , 1892-1894).
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t h e  t w e n t i e t h  Ward, f o r  Congressman. When th e  v o te  was

c o u n te d ,  M cCullen, a  fo rm er  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  ward,

had  e ig h te e n  v o te s  t o  M cAleer1s t e n .  When McAleer h ea rd

t h e  news, he s a i d  he was n o t  shocked , b u t  r e fu s e d  t o  make

a s ta t e m e n t  and p ro ceed ed  d i r e c t t o  S i n g e r l y ’s o f f i c e

f o r  a c o n fe re n c e  w i th  t h e  p a r t y  p e a c e -m a k e r . '’-’

H a r r i t y  v o ic e d  h i s  d isa p p o in tm e n t  a t  th e  Ryan move 
eg

t o  dump McAleer,-^ and f u r t h e r  d e n ie d  to  a  B u l l e t i n  r e p o r t e r

h i s  in v o lv em en t in  th e  c o n s p i r a c y .  H a r r i t y  s a id :

I  know t h a t  n o th in g  co u ld  move Ryan o r  
Monroe who r e s i s t e d  o u t s id e  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  and 
I  hav e  re a so n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my name was used  
t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  p l a n s .  In  one c a s e  Mr. Monroe 
s t a t e d  t o  a  d e l e g a t e —who, how ever, v o te d  f o r  
McAleer— t h a t  I  was i n d i f f e r e n t  a s  t o  how th e  
d e l e g a t e s  v o te d .  T h is  i s  n o t  t r u e  and th e  
a s s e r t i o n  was e n t i r e l y  u n a u th o r iz e d .  57

The Times lam en ted  th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s u r p r i s e  move on

S i n g e r l y ’s campaign b u t  co u ld  n o t  sy m p a th ize  w i th  McAleer,

who was Kb e a te n  a t  h i s  own game," and whose " d e f e a t  can
58c au se  r e g r e t  t o  few f r i e n d s  o f  h o n e s t  p o l i t i c s . "  The 

R ec o rd , how ever, d id  n o t  engage in  any c r i t i c i s m  o f  McAleer 

b u t  r a t h e r  c a l l e d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Democrats o f  t h e  T h ird  

d i s t r i c t  a  " b r u t a l  p o l i t i c a l  b lu n d e r , "  t h e  consequences o f

5^The T im es, 21 Sep tem ber 1894.

56 I b i d .

57The Evening  B u l l e t i n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) , 20 Septem ber 
1894. (Gordon S c rapbook , 1892-1894).

^ h e  T im es, 21 S eptem ber 1894.
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which c o u ld  on ly  d e s t r o y  an a l r e a d y  " d e p lo ra b le  m in o r i ty
CQ

p a r ty "  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  To P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  l e a d in g  

D em ocra tic  p a p e r  t h e  coup d ' e t a t  in  th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  was 

t h e  " b e g in n in g  o f  th e  end" f o r  t h e  p a r t y c F o r  days t h e  

l e a d in g  p a p e r s  o f  t h e  c i t y  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  abou t t h e  t r a g e d y  

o f  t h e  D em ocratic  w ra n g le .  In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h a t  u n f o r tu n a t e  

sq u eeze  p l a y  was t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  ev en t  o f  

t h e  campaign o f  189*1.

D isco u rag ed  and d e p r e s s e d ,  S in g e r ly  pushed on w i th  

f o r t i t u d e  in  h i s  campaign f o r  G overnor. He p re p a re d  f o r  a  

mass m ee tin g  i n c lu d in g  h i s  sp eech  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  a t  t h e  

Academy on 29 S ep tem ber.  Though th e  r a l l y  e x h ib i t e d  g r e a t  

e n th u s ia s m ,  th e  Evening S t a r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " o u r  e s t im a b le  

f e l lo w  c i t i z e n ,  Mr. S i n g e r l y  o f f e r e d  h im s e l f  up in  s a c r i ­

f i c e  a s  D em ocratic  c a n d id a te  f o r  G o v e r n o r . " ^  S i n g e r l y ,  

in  a  v e ry  b r i e f  a d d r e s s ,  r e a f f i r m e d  th e  D em ocratic  p l a t ­

form c a l l i n g  f o r  t a r i f f  re fo rm , h o n e s t  money, and a  f r u g a l  

governm ent. He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  th e  government sh o u ld  g e t  

o u t o f  b u s in e s s  by s to p p in g  a l l  a i d  t o  m an u fac tu re s  and 

t r u s t s  v i a  t a r i f f s  and once a g a in  c a l l e d  f o r :  "A re su m p tio n

o f  s im p le r  J e f f e r s o n i a n  methods in  which n o th in g  sh o u ld  be 

u n d e r ta k e n  by th e  governm ent which may be  accom plished  by 

i n d i v i d u a l  e x e r t i o n s .  . . . " ^

^^ P h i l a d e lp h i a  R ecord , 21 Septem ber 1894.

6°The Evening S t a r  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  29 S eptem ber 1894 
(Gordon S crapbook , 1 8 9 2 -1 8 9 4 ) .

^ T h e  T im es, 30 S ep tem ber 1894.
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U n d ern ea th  t h e  pomp and p a g e a n t ry  o f  D em ocratic 

enthuf.'.asm t h e  r e a l  i n g r e d ie n t s  o f  d e f e a t  m a n i fe s te d  them­

s e l v e s .  S i n g e r l y  s u f f e r e d  a  s e tb a c k  in  e a r l y  O ctober  

when M ich a e l Ryan, one o f  t h e  McAleer men, r e fu s e d  ( in  a 

p u b l i c  l e t t e r  t o  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s ) t o  campaign w i th  

S i n g e r l y  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  M ichael Ryan m a in ta in e d  

t h a t ,  inasm uch a s  th e  H a r r i t y  wing b ro k e  th e  p e a c e  a g r e e -  

m en t, he (M ichael Ryan) co u ld  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a id  S i n g e r l y .

B ut S i n g e r l y ,  w i th  n e rv es  o f  i r o n ,  p r e s s e d  on . The 

Dem ocrats o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  sp o n so red  a n o th e r  mass m ee tin g  

a t  t h e  Academy on 20 O c to b e r ,  a t  which t im e  S in g e r ly  and 

McClure a d d re s s e d  th e  o v e r f lo w  a u d ie n c e  on th e  t a r i f f  and 

t h e  money i s s u e .  The T im es, n o t  g iv e n  t o  w i ld  o r  e x t r a v a ­

g a n t  e n th u s ia s m ,  term ed th e  m ee tin g  a g r e a t  s u c c e s s  and 

o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  " i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  

•the D em ocra tic  r e v i v a l '  now f a i r l y  s t a r t e d  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

w i l l  p ro d u c e  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  on e l e c t i o n  d a y ."

T h e re  was a  s p u r t  o f  D em ocratic  hope in  t h e  c i t y ,  

b u t  t h e  T h i rd  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t  rem ained a  v e r i t a b l e  

sham bles th ro u g h o u t  t h e  cam paign. The G .O .P. b u s i l y  p r e ­

p a re d  t o  e l e c t  a  r e a l  R ep u b lican  t o  Congress in  t h e  T h ird  

d i s t r i c t .  They nom inated  t h e  p o p u la r  Councilman from th e  

t w e l f t h  w ard , F r e d e r i c k  H alte rm an, who made a  b ig  p l a y  f o r

P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s ,  7 O ctober  1894 (Gordon S crapbook , 
1894- 1895)";

63The T im es, 21 O c to b er  1894.
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t h e  German v o te  and t h e  d i s g r u n t l e d  McAleer s u p p o r t e r s .

The R e p u b l ic a n s  a l s o  d e c id e d  t o  spend  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  money 

in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  a s s u r e  s u c c e s s  on e l e c t i o n  day .

An o v e r f lo w  crowd o f  Germans jammed i n t o  N a t io n a l  

G u a rd s ' H a l l  on 25 O c to b e r ,  t o  h e a r  and c h e e r  f o r  H a lte rm a n . 

Rudolph B la n k e n b u rg ,  one o f  t h e  f e a t u r e d  s p e a k e r s ,  p r a i s e d  

H alterm an  and s c o re d  th e  Dem ocrats f o r  th e  h a rd  t i m e s .

Mayor LentooS Newark d e fen d ed  t h e  R ep u b lican  t a r i f f  p o l i c y  

and a p p e a le d  to  th e  Germans t o  d e m o n s tra te  t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y
6iL

by v o t in g  f o r  H a lte rm an .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Germans, t h e

Dem ocrats a l s o  fa c e d  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  l o s s  o f  I r i s h  McAleer

D em o cra ts .  F o r  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  f o r g e t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r

l e a d e r  g o t  t h e  sh a rp  end o f  t h e  k n i f e  a t  t h e  n o m in a tin g

c o n v e n t io n .  The q u i e t ,  b e h i n d - th e - s c e n e  movement t o  dump

McCullen went on f o r  a  few weeks u n t i l  i t  became open and

obv ious  i n  e a r l y  November when S q u i r e  McMullen announced

t h a t  he p la n n e d  t o  v o te  f o r  H a lte rm an . B e fo re  a  c h e e r in g

f o u r t h  ward crowd McMullen d e c l a r e d :

I  t o l d  t h e  I n q u i r e r  man on t h e  n ig h t  o f  
t h e  day th e y  tu rn e d  McAleer down t h a t  th e y  
m igh t j u s t  as  w e l l  have nom inated  H alterm an as  
M cC ullen . You s e e  i t ' s  j u s t  a s  I  s a i d .
H alte rm an  w i l l  c a r r y  ev e ry  ward i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
Of t h a t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d o u b t .  65

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s . 25 O c to b e r  1894 (Gordon S c rapbook ,
1892-18947^

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  I n q u i r e r .  3 November 1894 (Gordon 
S c rap b o o k , 1894-1895).
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As th e  c i t y  Democrats came t o  t h e  f i n a l  p h ase  o f  th e  

cam paign , t h e y  f a c e d  a n o th e r  m ajo r  p ro b lem , th e  t a x  r e c e i p t  

s i t u a t i o n .  From O cto b er  1893 t o  November 1893* t h e  Repub­

l i c a n s  bought o v e r  113,000 t a x  r e c e i p t s  w h i le  th e  Democrats 

o n ly  p u rc h a se d  a b o u t  3 6 ,0 0 0 .  To compound t h i s  p ro b le m , 

a lm o s t  10 ,000  o f  t h e s e  t a x  r e c e i p t s  f o r  Democrats w ere 

i n v a l i d  b e c a u se  many were bought f o r  p e o p le  who were dead ,

o t h e r s  f o r  p e o p le  who owned p r o p e r t y  and d id  no t need th e
66

r e c e i p t s ,  and f o r  o t h e r s  who were Republicans*. The

Democrats c o u ld  n o t  have c o m p lic a te d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  any more

even i f  th e y  had t r i e d .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  p a r t y

p ro v ed  i t s e l f  t o  be u t t e r l y  in co m p e ten t  in  t h i s  r e g a r d .

D em ocratic  C i ty  Chairman M aurice  W ilh e re  e s t im a te d  b e f o r e

th e  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  had some 8 0 ,000  D em ocrats ,
67

3 0 ,0 0 0  o f  whom he l i s t e d  as  " d o u b t f u l . "

D e s p i te  a l l  t h e s e  h a n d ic a p s ,  S i n g e r l y  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  

campaigned in  t h e  l a s t  week o f  t h e  c a n v a s s .  He spoke to  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  crowds in  A llen to w n , S o u th  B eth lehem , D o y les -  

town, and N o rr is to w n  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  days o f  th e  f i g h t .  

W hile The Times saw th e  impending d e f e a t ,  i t  c o n g r a tu l a t e d  

S i n g e r l y  f o r  h i s  v ig o ro u s  campaign and lam ented  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  Record was a v i c t i m  o f  circum= 

s t a n c e s .  The Times c i t e d  th e  u p su rg e  o f  b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t y

6 6 I b i d . ,  29 O c to b e r  1894.

67 I b i d .
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and t h e  re o p e n in g  o f  f a c t o r i e s  and shops b u t  a d m it te d  t h a t  

i t  was t o o  l a t e  t o  change t h e  outcome o f  th e  e l e c t i o n .  In  

a  b i t  o f  w i s h f u l  t h in k in g  The Times in  an e d i t o r i a l  

e n t i t l e d  "The S k ie s  Are B r ig h te n in g "  s a i d :  " I f  C o l.

S i n g e r l y  w i th  h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  im p re s s iv e  and un an sw erab le  

a rg u m en ts  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  d ay ,  cou ld  be h ea rd  

f o r  two months more, he would c a r r y  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  t a r i f f  

r e fo rm  t o  v i c t o r y . "

I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r  two more months o f  S i n g e r l y ’s 

o r a t o r y  c o u ld  have a v e r t e d  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  o f  '9 4 .  The 

t i c k e t  i n  t h e  c i t y  and s t a t e  (a s  n a t i o n a l l y )  s u f f e r e d  a 

trem endous  d e f e a t .  H a s t in g s  d e f e a te d  S in g e r ly  in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  by a  v o t e  o f  139*201 to  54 ,069- His s t a t e  v o te  

r e a c h e d  n e a r l y  575,000 to  S i n g e r l y ' s  weak showing o f  o n ly  

333*000 v o t e s .  S in g e r ly  c a r r i e d  o n ly  one ward in  t h e  c i t y ,  

t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h ,  by o n ly  t h i r t y - e i g h t  v o t e s .  The d e f e a t  

i n  t h e  T h i r d  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t  was even w orse . 

H alte rm an  w hipped McCullen two t o  one and c a r r i e d  every  

ward in  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The M cAleer boys had t h e i r  k n iv e s  

sh a rp e n e d  and knew how to  u se  them . F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  

in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  ward e l e c t e d  

a  r e g u l a r  R ep u b lican  t o  C o n g re s s .  The R epub lican  t i d a l  

wave w hich  sw ept th e  n a t io n  a l s o  had a  b ig  im pact in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a .  W hile t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  concern  e x p re sse d

68The T im es, 3 November 1894.
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o v e r  f r a u d u le n t  v o t in g ,  t h e  R epub lican  sweep was, n o n e th e ­

l e s s ,  d e c i s i v e .  The R ecord , f o r  exam ple, a d m it te d  t h a t  th e

c i t y  went R epub lican  b u t  e s t im a te d  t h a t  i f  a  f a i r  v o te  had
Sq>

been made th e  p l u r a l i t y  would have been a b o u t  2 5 30 0 0 .

The h o p e le s s  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  

a l s o  a id e d  t h e i r  R epub lican  o p p o n e n ts .  The McAleer 

d o u b le - c ro s s  by Tommy Ryan back  a t  th e  Septem ber co n v e n t io n  

s p e l l e d  d e f e a t  f o r  th e  Democrats in  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t .

The d e b i l i t a t i n g  d e f e a t  o f  '9 4 ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

ex tended  th e  f a c t i o n a l  f i g h t i n g  and r e c r e a t e d  t h e  p a r t y  

sch ism . I n s t e a d  o f  b u ry in g  th e  h a t c h e t ,  t h e  Democrats o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  armed th em se lv es  f o r  more w a r f a r e .  Of c o u r s e ,  

b o th  s id e s  were g u i l t y  in  th e  c o n f l i c t .  B ut t h e  whole 

f i g h t  which dragged  on and on, r e f l e c t e d  most u n fa v o ra b ly  

on H a r r i t y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p .  F o r  he had r i s e n  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  a m a jo r  p a r t y  l e a d e r  in  t h e  c i t y ,  s t a t e ,  and n a t i o n .

He was j u s t i f i e d  in  b ack in g  Vaux in  1890, b u t  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  

t o  McAleer i n  1892 c o n t r ib u te d  t o  t h e  s p l i t  in  t h e  p a r t y .

As a seaso n ed  p o l i t i c i a n ,  he  sh o u ld  have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

McAleer was th e  most p o p u la r  D em ocratic  v o te  g e t t e r  in  t h e  

d i s t r i c t .  H is a l o o f  s ta te m e n t  c r i t i c i z i n g  Ryan and Monroe 

f o r  t h e  d o u b le - c ro s s  o f  '9 4  was w ho lly  in a d e q u a te  and 

ap p eared  i n s i n c e r e .  S in g e r ly  d id  yeom an 's  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  

p a r t y  by t r y i n g  t o  h e a l  t h e  wounds o f  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record, 7 November 1894.
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But H a r r l t y  d id  n o t  e x e r t  h im s e l f  to  p r e s s u r e  M cCullen, a 

p o l i t i c a l  n o n e n t i t y ,  t o  w ith d raw  a f t e r  Ryan and Monroe 

duped him i n t o  ru n n in g ,  McCullen d id  n o t  even l i v e  in  t h e
70d i s t r i c t  and had n o t  even v o ted  in  th e  l a s t  two e l e c t i o n s ]

In  e f f e c t ,  a l l  H a r r i t y  d id  was t o  i n d i c a t e  h i s  so rro w  a t  

t h e  t u r n  o f  e v e n ts  in  th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  t h e  day a f t e r  

McAleer was j i l t e d ,  H a r r i t y  h a d ,  a t  l e a s t ,  com m itted  th e  

s i n  o f  o m is s io n .  The whole b lo o d y  a f f a i r  r e v e a le d  t h e  l i m i ­

t a t i o n s  o f  H a r r i t y ’s l e a d e r s h i p .

The C o n tro v e rsy  Over P a r ty  R ules  

In  e a r l y  December t h e  " P e n n sy lv a n ia  Democracy” resumed 

o p e r a t i o n  a g a in  by announcing  p la n s  t o  c a l l  a  s t a t e  co n ­

v e n t io n  t o  nom inate  a  f u l l  s l a t e .  The d i s s i d e n t  Democrats 

a l s o  announced t h a t  th e y  would r e f u s e  any c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  

t h e  r e g u l a r s  u n t i l  th e y  a g re e d  t o  r e v i s e  and re fo rm  t h e  

p a r t y  r u l e s .  The d i s s i d e n t s  had long  ad v o c a te d  new r u l e s

f o r  t h e  p a r t y  and d u r in g  t h e  month o f  December th e y  empha-
71s i z e d  t h e s e  demands.

In  t h e  m eantim e, enough r e g u l a r s  r e a l i z e d  t h e  g r a v i t y  

o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and began t o  work f o r  t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  th e  

r u l e s .  A c o n v e n tio n  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r s  met on 13 December, 

u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  j u d i c io u s  and w id e ly  r e s p e c te d  

George W. B id d le ,  who p r e s id e d  a s  tem p o ra ry  ch a irm an . The 

c o n v e n t io n  i s s u e d  a  m andate t o  a  s e l e c t  com m ittee  t o  r e v i s e

7° P h i l a d e l p h l a  P r e s s .  19 O c to b e r  1894 (Gordon S c ra p ­
book , 1892-1 8 9 4 ).

71
I b i d . ,  7 December 1894 (Gordon S crapbook , 1894-1895).
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t h e  r u l e s .  John C adw alader, J r . ,  t h e  new peacem aker o f  t h e  

p a r t y ,  n e g o t i a t e d  ta i th  George McGowan o f  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  group  

and b o th  men a g re e d  t o  a scheme t o  c r e a t e  a j o i n t  com m ittee

o f  each  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  t o  draw up a  r e v i s i o n
_ 72p l a n .

The in s u r g e n t s  a d v o c a te d  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

r e p l a c e  ward r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  They c la im ed  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  would be more d e m o c ra t ic  and t h a t  i t  would 

a v o id  b o ss  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  They a l s o  demanded p r i ­

m a r ie s  in  each d i v i s i o n  t o  e l e c t  d i v i s i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  th e y  demanded t h a t  c o n v e n t io n  tem p o ra ry  chairm en  

s h o u ld  have  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  c a r e f u l l y  d e f in e d ,  in  f a c t  c i r ­

cu m sc r ib e d ,  in  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  a r b i t r a r y  and v i n d i c t i v e  

management o f  t h e  p a r t y  from t h e  t o p .

F o r tu n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  Democrats a l l  o f  t h e s e  demands 

w ere met on 30 December, 1J when t h e  com m ittee  p u b l i s h e d  

th e  new r u l e s .  The Record c a l l e d  t h e s e  new r u l e s  wa  s te p  

in  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n , “ 1 b u t  The Times c a u t io n e d  i t s  

r e a d e r s  t h a t  r u l e s  r e v i s i o n  would n o t  be t h e  p a n a c e a  f o r  

t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich p la g u e d  th e  p a r t y  and rem inded th e  

Dem ocrats t h a t  d i v i s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o u ld  l e a d  to

7 gI b i d . ,  22 December 1894 (Gordon S c rapbook , 1 8 9 4 -1 8 9 5 ) .

7 3 p h i l a d e l p h l a  R eco rd , 30 December 1894.

7 ^ I b i d .
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mob r u l e  and f i s t  f i g h t i n g  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t io n s ,  a s  was t h e
75c a s e  i n  t h e  7 0 ' s  when d i v i s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  was em p lo y ed . '- '

J .  P a t t i s o n ' s  D efea t  For Mayor

As th e  n a t i o n  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  s e v e r e  d e p r e s s io n ,  and t h e

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  in  t h e  Sou th  and West was t u r n i n g  t o

s i l v e r ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats went on f i g h t i n g  o v e r

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  The ag reem en t reach ed  in  t h e  r u l e s

c o n t r o v e r s y  was no t t h e  p a n a c e a  f o r  th e  p a r t y ' s  p ro b le m s ,

a s  t h e  s a g a c io u s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Times p o in te d  o u t .  A lthough

i t  i s  n o t  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  t o  fo cu s  upon m u n ic ip a l

e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  m a y o ra l ty  campaign o f  1895  d id  r e l a t e  t o

t h e  b r o a d e r  p rob lem s o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats a s  th e y

fa c e d  t h e  g r e a t  Bryan s to rm  o f  1 8 9 6 .

I n  F e b ru a ry  1895 R obert E . P a t t i s o n  ran  f o r  mayor and

to o k  a  trem endous b e a t in g  from  h i s  R ep u b lican  opponent

C h a r le s  Warwick, who r o l l e d  up a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  o v e r  5 6 ,000

v o t e s .  The Evening B u l l e t i n  commended P a t t i s o n ' s  e f f o r t

b u t  w ent on t o  a n a ly z e  th e  sm ash ing  d e f e a t :

. . . t h e  fundam enta l c a u se  was t h e  deep ro o te d  
d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  n o t  s im p ly  i n  
i t s  c h a r a c t e r  as  an a g e n t  o f  n o n - p a r t i s a n  r e ­
fo rm , b u t  a s  an in s t r u m e n t  f o r  t h e  o r d in a ry  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s .  76

7 5 rh e  Times ( P h i l a d e lp h ia )  23 December 1894  (Gordon 
S c ra p b o o k ,  ( 189^ - 1895) .

^ E v e n i n g  B u l l e t i n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  20 F e b ru a ry  1895 
(Gordon S crapbook , I 89O -I8 97 ) .
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The B u l l e t i n  e d i t o r i a l  s u c c i n c t l y  p in p o in t e d  t h e  b a s i c  

d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats , d e f i c i e n c i e s  

w hich m a n i f e s t e d  th e m se lv e s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  9 0 ' s .  F i r s t ,  

P a t t i s o n  d id  n o t  g e t  t h e  u n i t e d  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  own p a r t y .  

D e s p i te  t h e  p io u s  s ta t e m e n t s  a b o u t  p a r t y  u n i t y  and r u l e s  

r e v i s i o n ,  t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  war a g a i n s t  

H a r r i t y  and th e  r e g u l a r s ,  and , t h e r e f o r e ,  c u t  P a t t i s o n  

when h e  ra n  f o r  m ayor. In  th e  r i v e r  d i s t r i c t  P a t t i s o n  

managed t o  c a r r y  o n ly  t h e  s i x t h  and s e v e n te e n th  w ard s ,  

t h e  w ards g e n e r a l l y  a l i g n e d  w i th  th e  r e g u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

The e l e c t i o n  r e v e a le d  t h a t  th e  d i s s i d e n t s ,  who were 

unhappy w i th  t h e  r e g u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o v e r t l y  c o o p e ra te d  

w i th  t h e  R e p u b lic a n  m achine  t o  p r e v e n t  P a t t i s o n  from 

w in n in g .  At t h i s  t im e  t h e  G .O .P . a l s o  e x p e r ie n c e d  

f a c t i o n a l  w ra n g le s .  Dave M a rt in  and C h a r le s  P o r t e r ,  who 

dom ina ted  t h e  R ep u b lican  m ach ine ,  p ic k e d  C h a r le s  Warwick 

t o  be  t h e  m a y o ra l ty  c a n d i d a t e .  B o ie s  P e n ro s e ,  a  young 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r i s t o c r a t ,  w i th  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  I z  Durham, a  

l o c a l  R e p u b l ic a n  ward l e a d e r ,  and o f  M att Quay, c h a l le n g e d  

Warwick i n  t h e  p r im a r y .  A f t e r  P e n r o s e 's  d e f e a t  by Warwick, 

t h e  t im e  was r i p e  f o r  t h e  Democrats t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  s p l i t  i n  

t h e  G .O .P . by u n i t i n g  b e h in d  P a t t i s o n .  M att Quay even co n ­

s id e r e d  a  scheme t o  s u p p o r t  P a t t i s o n  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  

in  o r d e r  t o  b r e a k  th e  pow er o f  M a rt in  and P o r t e r .  A lex an d e r  

McClure went t o  W ashington t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  P a t t i s o n  c a n d id a c y  

w i th  Quay and found him w i l l i n g  t o  back  P a t t i s o n .  But b e f o re
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Quay would a g re e  t o  p ro ceed  he c o n ta c te d  s e v e r a l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

R ep u b lican  f r i e n d s ,  a l l  o f  whom were i n f l u e n t i a l  b u s in essm en , 

t o  g e t  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  I t  was a t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  many Demo­

c r a t i c  s e n a t o r s  and congressmen were o p en ly  a d v o c a t in g  b i ­

m e ta l l i s m  a s  th e  means t o  p u l l  t h e  c o u n try  ou t o f  d e p r e s s io n .  

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  businessm en were so adamant abou t t h e  

c u r re n c y  q u e s t io n  t h a t  th e y  in form ed  Quay th e y  would no t 

s u p p o r t  any Democrat f o r  mayor b e cau se  th e y  d id  n o t  want 

t o  add any s t r e n g t h  t o  th e  p a r t y  which n a t i o n a l l y  was f l i r t ­

in g  w i th  f i n a n c i a l  h e r e s y .  Quay, t h e r e f o r e ,  dropped th e  
77schem e.

A lthough  t h e  whole p la n  f e l l  th ro u g h ,  i t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  im pending s i l v e r  i s s u e  was b e g in n in g  t o  f r i g h t e n  th e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  b u s in e s s  community. In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  m a y o ra l ty  

e l e c t i o n  d em o n s tra ted  th e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  Demo­

c r a t s  ( t h e  " i n ” f a c t i o n )  t o  c o o p e ra te  w i th  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Quay R ep u b lic a n s  ( th e  " o u t"  f a c t i o n )  even though  th e

n a t i o n a l  s i l v e r  i s s u e  p re v e n te d  an e n t e n t e  in  1895* F i n a l l y ,
\

t h e  v o te  in  th e  T h ird  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t  g r a p h i c a l l y  

showed t h a t  a  d e f i n i t e  a l l i a n c e  e x i s t e d  between th e  R e p u b l i ­

can M a r t i n - P o r t e r  Combine ( th e  " i n ” f a c t i o n )  and t h e  d i s s i d e n t  

McAleer Democrats ( th e  "o u t"  f a c t i o n ) .

77a . K. McClure, Old Time N otes o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,
V o l.  I I ,  p p .  592-594 . I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  be  n o ted  t h a t  H a r r i t y  
was in  f u l l  agreem ent w i th  t h e  McClure-Quay p l a n .
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CHAPTER IV

THE BRYAN STORM

The 1896  p r e s i d e n t i a l  b a t t l e  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  caused  

a s to rm  w i th in  th e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  su ch  as  i t  had n e v e r  

e x p e r ie n c e d  b e f o r e .  W hile  f a c t i o n a l  w ran g le s  went on 

b e f o r e  and a f t e r  '9 6 ,  o n ly  t h e  Bryan campaign c r e a t e d  th e  

c o n t r o v e r s y  which r e s u l t e d  in  a n o th e r  schism* one b a s e d ,  

how ever, on p o l i t i c a l  d o c t r in e  n o t  on p o l i t i c a l  pow er.

The Commoner’s  campaign p u t  th e  u p p e r  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p a r t y  

in  a  v e r i t a b l e  f r e n z y .  A ll  o f  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  o f  

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  were cau g h t  up in  a  c o l l e c t i v e  

f e a r  o f  Bryan t h a t  p erm eated  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  and a l l  o f  

th e  mass m ed ia .  Shocked and b e le a g u e r e d ,  t h e  p r e s s  f u l ­

m in a ted  in  d a i l y  a t t a c k s  upon t h e  "P au p er  o f  t h e  W est . 11 

Not a  s i n g l e  d a i l y  p a p e r  s u p p o r te d  B ry an .  N e i th e r  t h e  

in d e p e n d e n t  T im es, a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  Democracy, n o r  t h e  

D em ocra tic  Record su p p o r te d  him o r  t h e  Chicago p l a t f o r m .

Only one m inor w eek ly ,  t h e  Sunday I te m , e d i t e d  by Sam 

Hudson, c a r r i e d  th e  Bryan b an n e r  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

S ix  weeks b e f o r e  t h e  Democrats convened t o  nom ina te  

a p r e s i d e n t i a l  t i c k e t ,  N a t io n a l  Chairman H a r r i t y  e x p re s se d  

th e  o p t i m i s t i c  hope t h a t  th e  sound money men would c o n t r o l

96
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t h e  c o n v e n t io n  and t h a t  Ex-G overnor P a t t i s o n  had a  good

chance  o f  w in n in g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m in a t io n .  He p e r -

c e iv e d  c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  t h e  f i g h t  o v e r  t h e  p l a t f o r m  would

d e te rm in e  t h e  whole f u t u r e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  p a r t y . 1

However, b e in g  a  s ta u n c h  p a r t y  man, H a r r i t y  s a i d  l a t e r  in

an i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  he  would s ta n d  by a  s i l v e r  p l a t f o r m  i f

a d o p te d ,  even th o u g h  he would oppose i t  a t  t h e  C o n v en tio n :

" ,  . . i f  a  s i l v e r  p la n k  i s  p u t  in  t h e  D em ocratic  p l a t f o r m

I  w i l l  a c c e p t  i t  as  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t y
,,2and w i l l  s t a n d  by i t .

By th e  t im e  th e  c o n v e n tio n  opened t h e  g o ld  f o r c e s  l o s t  

t h e i r  o p tim ism . On th e  eve o f  t h e  f i r s t -  s e s s i o n ,  H a r r i t y  

a d m i t te d  t h e  h o p e le s s n e s s  o f  t h e  g o ld  c a u s e .  W h ile ,  as 

n a t i o n a l  cha irm an  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t io n ,  he was busy  p r e p a r i n g  

t h e  a g e n d a ,  h i s  f e l lo w  P e n n sy lv a n ia n s  boomed t h e  P a t t i s o n  

c a n d id a c y .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  in  P a t t i s o n * s  b e h a l f  were o n ly  

sym bo lic  b e c a u se  no one s e r i o u s l y  th o u g h t  t h a t  any g o ld  

c a n d id a t e  had t h e  s l i g h t e s t  chance  o f  w inning  th e  n o m in a t io n .  

S in c e  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  Democrats a g re e d  e a r l i e r  a t  t h e  

A llen tow n s t a t e  c o n v e n tio n  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  g o ld  s ta n d a r d  and 

t o  u se  t h e  u n i t  r u l e ,  t h e  s i x t y - f o u r  d e l e g a t e s  v o te d  en b lo c

■^Philade lph ia  R ecord , 22 May 1896 (Gordon S c rapbook , 
1895-1897)•

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s . 1 June 1896  (Gordon S crap b o o k , 
1 8 9 5 -1 8 9 7 ) .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record , 2 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .
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f o r  g o ld  and f o r  P a t t i s o n .  Though an a t t i t u d e  o f  r e s i g n a ­

t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  H a r r i t y ' s  r e a c t i o n  to  t h e  p redom inance  o f  

t h e  s i l v e r  f o r c e s ,  t h e  Record b o i l e d  w ith  v i t u p e r a t i o n

b e c a u s e ,  " . . .  a n a r c h i s t i c  G overnor A l t g e l d , "  t r i e d  " to
4assume t h e  r o l e  o f  d i c t a t o r  a t  C h icag o ."

Though t h e  most d ra m a t ic  scen e  a t  th e  '96 c o n v e n t io n  

came when Bryan d e l i v e r e d  h i s  g r e a t  sp e e c h ,  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  

t h e  g o ld  p e o p le  saw t h e  h a n d w r i t in g  on th e  w a l l  and gave up 

t h e  g h o s t  b e f o r e  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  convened f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

s e s s i o n .  The Record com plained  ab o u t  A l tg e ld  f i v e  days  

b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  opened . The B u l l e t i n  a l s o  saw th e  

end o f  D em ocra tic  c o n s e rv a t i s m  when i t  d e c la r e d  in  an 

e d i t o r i a l  on t h e  day o f  t h e  open ing  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t io n :

"The c o n v e n t io n  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  w hich opened i t s  

s e s s i o n  in  Chicago to d a y ,  marks a  g r e a t  tu r n in g  p o i n t ,  i f  

n o t a  r e v o l u t i o n ,  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h a t  a n c i e n t  o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n . " ^

As t h e  f i r s t  a c t  o f  th e  Chicago drama moved t o  i t s  

C ross  o f  Gold c l im a x ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p a p e r s  c o m p le te ly  

l o s t  t h e i r  s a n i t y  and o b j e c t i v i t y  and f i r e d  a l l  t h e  heavy 

a r t i l l e r y  a t  B ry an .  The Record c a l l e d  B r y a n 's  sp e e c h ,

" t h e  m ost e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s c e n e  o f  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  con­

v e n t i o n .  As i f  by a  magic to u c h  o f  th e  wand, d e l e g a t i o n

^ I b i d .

^The Evening  B u l l e t i n  ( P h i l a d e lp h ia )  7 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .
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a f t e r  d e l e g a t i o n  ro s e  in  one s o l i d  p h a la n x  and gave v en t

t o  t h e  m ost e n t h u s i a s t i c  d e m o n s t r a t io n  in  h o n o r  o f  th e
6

N ebraska  o r a t o r .  But t h e  Record a l s o  c a r r i e d  a  l a r g e

f r o n t  p ag e  p h o to g ra p h  o f  B ryan ; u n d e rn e a th  t h e  p h o to

a p p e a re d  t h e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t :  " .  . . i t  was h i s  r a d i c a l

S o c i a l i s t i c  and A n a r c h i s t i c  sp e e c h  t h a t  p e n e t r a t e d  t o  th e

h e a r t s  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  and ex trem e s i l v e r i t e s  and k e p t  h i s

name f r e s h  in  t h e i r  minds a f t e r  a  n i g h t ’s r e s t . " '  The

B u l l e t i n  ex c la im ed  in  an e d i t o r i a l  t h a t :  MThe w i ld  Ja c o b in s
8assem b led  in  Chicago have la u n c h e d  a new p a r t y , "  w h ile  

th e  P r e s s , i n  a  f r o n t  page news s t o r y ,  c a l l e d  B ry a n ’s

n o m in a t io n  "a  spasm" and went on t o  s a y :  " i t  has been a

c o n v e n t io n  o f  spasm s, in s a n e ,  d e s t r u c t i v e  and uncon­

t r o l l a b l e . " ^

W hile  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p a p e r s  w ere u n i t e d  in  o p p o s i t io n  

t o  B ry a n ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats  were d iv id e d  o v e r  h i s  

c a n d id a c y .  When ask ed  i f  he would s u p p o r t  t h e  d e c i s io n  o f  

th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  S q u i r e  McMullen s a i d :  "We a r e  Democrats

and have t o  a b id e  by i t s  a c t i o n ." 10 P a t t i s o n ,  t h e  d e f e a te d

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 12 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .

7 I b i d . ,  11 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .

^Evening  B u l l e t i n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  10 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s , 11 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .

10P h l l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 11 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .
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go ld  D em ocra tic  nom inee, when asked  i f  he would s u p p o r t  

s i l v e r  p l a t f o r m  and s i l v e r  c a n d id a te s ,  s a i d :  MI  have been

a Democrat f o r  a  good many y e a r s  and th e  d o c t r i n e  i s  s t r o n g  

w i th in  me. I t  seems t o  me I  sh o u ld  be w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  

th e  wisdom o f  a  co n v en tio n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  Democracy 

o f  t h e  n a t i o n . 11̂ '*' B ut o th e r  Democrats in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

were n o t  so r e s ig n e d .  These o ld  guard  Democrats who 

defended  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  Democracy as  

t e n a c io u s ly  as  o r th o d o x  r e l i g i o n i s t s  defend  th e  a r t i c l e s  

o f  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  made P h i l a d e lp h i a  one o f  th e  c e n t e r s  o f  

r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  B ryan .

A. The J e f f e r s o n i a n  B o l t

On 18 J u ly ,  a  group  o f  upper  c r u s t  Democrats met in  

th e  o f f i c e  o f  John C. B u l l i t t  t o  p la n  a  s t r a t e g y  to  oppose 

B ryanism . T h a t m ee tin g  marked th e  -beginning o f  t h e  J e f f e r ­

so n ian  movement in  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  Henry D. Welsh p r e s id e d  

a t  t h e  m e e t in g ,  and George W. N o r r i s  a c te d  as  s e c r e t a r y .

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  in c lu d e d :  Emanuel P u r th ,  W ill iam  M.
12S i n g e r ly ,  George F. B ae r  and Henry M. D e c h e r t .  John 

G adwalader and C o l l e c t o r  o f  t h e  P o r t  John Read h e a r t i l y  

endorsed  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  t h i s  com m ittee b u t  co u ld  n o t  

a t t e n d  th e  f i r s t  m e e t in g .  These  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  g u a rd ia n s

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s , 9 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .

12See C h a p te r  V I I ,  p p . 227-22f o r  b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h e s  
o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  D em ocrats.
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o f  t h e  Democracy p a sse d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  d e c l a r i n g  th e  Chicago 

p l a t f o r m  t o  be " n e i t h e r  h o n e s t  n o r  p a t r i o t i c ,  and t h e r e ­

f o r e  n o t  D e m o c ra t ic ."  They went on t o  d e c l a r e  t h e i r  

s e c e s s io n :  . . w e  can n o t ,  a s  h o n e s t  D em ocrats , a c c e p t

i t s  w ide d e p a r t u r e  from t r u e  D em ocratic  d o c t r i n e ,  and we 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  h ig h e s t  d u ty  o f  t r u e  Democrats i s  t o  

make e v e ry  e f f o r t  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  t i c k e t  nom inated  a t  

C h ic a g o ." 1^

The r e g u l a r s  d id  n o t  rem ain i d l e  d u r in g  t h e  J e f f e r s o n ­

ia n  t h r e a t .  The D em ocratic  C i ty  Committee met in  e a r l y  

August and endorsed  th e  B ry an -S ew a ll  t i c k e t  by a v o te  o f  

4 l - 0 .  The r e s o l u t i o n  in  which th e y  p led g ed  t h e i r  " e a r n e s t  

s u p p o r t"  was in t ro d u c e d  by M a g is t r a te  C h a r l i e  D o n n e lly ,
l l i

Councilman Tommy Ryan, and P e t e r  Monroe. The s i l v e r

f o r c e s  g o t  a  b o o s t  a  few days b e f o r e  t h e  C i ty  Committee met

when P a t t i s o n  answ ered a  P re s s  r e p o r t e r  who asked  i f  he

s t i l l  p la n n e d  t o  su p p o r t  t h e  Chicago t i c k e t .  P a t t i s o n

r e p l i e d :  " U n q u e s tio n a b ly ;  and I  s h a l l  do my p a r t  as  a
15c i t i z e n  t o  b r in g  s u c c e ss  t o  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s . "

But a s  th e  r e g u la r s  fo u g h t  t o  keep t h e  p a r t y  i n t a c t ,  

t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  p re p a re d  f o r  an a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  t o  sav e

■̂ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 18 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .

1^ P u b l ic  L edger  ( P h i l a d e lp h ia )  10 August 1896 (Gordon 
S crap b o o k , 1895-1897).

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s , 2 August 1896 (Gordon S crapbook , 
1 895 -1 8 9 7 ).
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D em ocra tic  o r thodoxy  by o r g a n iz in g ,  n o m in a tin g ,  and s u p p o r t ­

in g  a  g o ld  t i c k e t .  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  were w e l l - r e p r e s e n t e d  

a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  D em ocra tic  (Gold) c o n v e n t io n  a t  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  

B u t t l i t t ,  B a e r ,  and C adw alader, s e rv e d  on th e  C r e d e n t i a l s  

c o m m ittee .  The d e l e g a t e s ,  p u re  and r i g h t e o u s ,  s to o d  

f i r m ly  on p r i n c i p l e  in  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  t o  sav e  t h e  p a r t y ,  

t h e  c o u n t ry ,  and t h e i r  b a n k s .  E la te d  by t h e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  

c o n v e n t io n ,  George B a e r  s a i d :  "The d e l e g a t e s  were an im ated

by p a t r i o t i c  m o tiv es  and , b e in g  th o ro u g h ly  aware t h a t  t h e

t i c k e t  c o u ld  no t w in , th e y  d id  no t r e s o r t  t o  any v o te
l 6c a tc h in g  p h r a s e s . "  The Record pau sed  f o r  a  moment and 

t e m p o r a r i l y  s to p p e d  t h e  a t t a c k s  on Bryan t o  p r a i s e  t h e  d e l e ­

g a t e s  a t  t h e  b a n k e r s 1 c o n v e n t io n  a t  I n d ia n a p o l i s  who b ro u g h t
17f o r t h :  " a  day o f  d e l i v e r a n c e  f o r  t h e  Democracy."

W ith  a  n a t i o n a l  t i c k e t  now i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  J e f f e r ­

s o n ia n s  began t h e i r  cam paign . B e fo re  th e y  launched  t h e i r  

can v ass  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  th e y  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l ly  t o  keep 

t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  D em ocra tic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  g o ld  camp. 

S in c e  t h e  D em ocrats , a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n  in  A p r i l ,  had 

d e c la r e d  f o r  g o ld ,  th e y  w ere now in  th e  awkward p o s i t i o n  of 

s u p p o r t in g  a  p l a t f o r m  w hich  was s u b s e q u e n t ly  r e p u d ia te d  by 

t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  C h icago . A no ther  c o n v e n tio n  was c a l l e d  f o r  

10 S ep tem ber ,  a t  H a r r i s b u rg  t o  s e t t l e  t h i s  dilemma. The g o ld  

men a t t e n d e d  and hoped t o  keep  th e  p a r t y  on th e  g o ld  s i d e  o f

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ec o rd , 5 Sep tem ber 1 8 9 6 .

1^ I b i d .
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t h e  i s s u e .  The c o n v e n t io n ,  how ever, overw helm ingly  s u p p o r te d

th e  C hicago  p l a t f o r m  and r e s c in d e d  i t s  e a r l i e r  s ta n d  f o r

g o ld .  H a r r i t y  a l s o  g o t  a  s l a p  in  t h e  f a c e  f o r  h i s  g o ld

a c t i v i t i e s .  He had announced on 1 A ugust,  t h a t  he p la n n e d

t o  r e t i r e  from p o l i t i c s ,  and made i t  c l e a r  t h a t ,  even th o u g h

he opposed  th e  s i l v e r  men a t  t h e  Chicago c o n v e n t io n ,  he

would s u p p o r t  t h e  s i l v e r  t i c k e t .  Many o f  th e  d e l e g a t e s

s u s p e c te d  t h a t  H a r r i t y  was n o t  b e in g  w h o lly  l o y a l  t o  B ry an ,

so  a  m o tio n  was in t ro d u c e d  t o  d e c l a r e  h i s  s e a t  on th e  n a t i o n a l

com m ittee  v a c a n t .  The a t t e m p t  t o  u n s e a t  H a r r i t y  l o s t  by a
l 8c l o s e  v o te  o f  17 1 -1 6 7  and d e m o n s tra te d  t h e  i n t e n s e  f e e l i n g  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  p a r t y  l o y a l t y .

The J e f f e r s o n i a n s  o rg a n iz e d  t h e i r  C i ty  Committee u n d e r  

t h e  c h a irm a n sh ip  o f  W ill iam  F in d le y  Brown, a  Germantown 

b u s in essm an  ( D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  K i t s o n  H ea tin g  and L ig h t in g  

Company), on 16 Sep tem ber.  The f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s in e s s  

in c lu d e d  p l a n n in g  a  mass m e e tin g  a t  th e  Academy on 26 

S ep tem ber  t o  g r e e t  Palm er and B uckner who would a d d re s s  

P h i l a d e l p h i a n s  a t  t h a t  t im e .  T h is  r a l l y  was th e  most 

im p o r ta n t  p u b l i c  m ee ting  t h a t  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  

s p o n s o r e d .  Over 5 ,000  p e o p le  f i l l e d  t h e  m usic h a l l  t o  h e a r  

t h e  s p e e c h e s  o f  t h e  g o ld  D em o cra ts .  A v e ry  g e n t e e l  and 

r e s p e c t a b l e  a u d ie n c e ,  which lo o k ed  more l i k e  th e  c o n g re ­

g a t i o n  o f  Holy T r i n i t y ,  R i t t e n h o u s e  S q u a re ,  en joyed  t h e

l 8 The T im es, 11 S ep tem ber 1 8 9 6 .
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e v en in g  even th o u g h  an o c c a s io n a l  c a t  c a l l  by a  Bryan e n th u ­

s i a s t  d id  g r a t e  on t h e i r  e a r s .

P a lm er a t t a c k e d  th e  Bryan ca u se  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  c l a s s  

s t r u g g l e  and went on t o  make an a b s u rd  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  v e ry  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  c l a s s e s :

Here we have no c l a s s e s  b u t  a r e  u n i t e d  
a s  one p e o p le ,  w i th  one p u rp o se  and one a m b i t io n — 
t o  su cceed  as  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
to w ard  making o u r  common c o u n t ry  what i t  i s — 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o u n t ry  on e a r t h .  The man who goes  
a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t ry  t e a c h in g  t h e  p e o p le  t h a t  we 
a r e  d iv id e d  i n t o  c l a s s e s  i s  an enemy o f  t h e  common 
w e a l .  19

P alm er p ro ceed ed  t o  t h e  money q u e s t io n  and a d m i t te d  t h a t

t h e r e  was n o t enough money b u t  blamed t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  on t h e

f a c t  t h a t :  " t h e r e  i s  a  shadow o f  d i s h o n e s ty  and r e p u d i a t io n
20h an g in g  o v e r  th e  c o u n t r y . "  In  o t h e r  w ords, a c c o rd in g  to  

P a lm er,  t h e  d e p r e s s io n  o c c u r re d  b e c a u se  p e o p le  a g i t a t e d  f o r  

cheap  money and n o t  t h e  o t h e r  way a round : t h a t ,  t h e

d e p r e s s io n  cau sed  p e o p le  t o  t u r n  t o  s i l v e r  as t h e  s o l u t i o n  

o f  t h e  p rob lem  o f  s c a r c e  money and m ortgage  f o r e c l o s u r e s .

To t h a t  s e l e c t  g roup  o f  Bourbon D em ocra ts ,  P a lm e r 's  l o g i c ,  

no d o u b t ,  seemed sound o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  h i s  comments c o m fo r te d  

them  as  th e y  w i tn e s s e d  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  s to rm  r a g in g  i n  t h e  Old 

Democracy.

Oh 7 O c to b er  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  g o t  t h e  

s e l e c t  Young M en's D em ocra tic  A s s o c ia t io n  t o  e n d o rse  t h e

19 i b i d . , 27 Sep tem ber 18 9 6 .

20I b i d .
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Palm er-B uckner t i c k e t .  About o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  members o f

t h i s  s e l e c t  D em ocratic  c lu b  v o te d  t o  endorse  th e  Chicago

p la t f o r m ,  b u t  s in c e  most o f  t h e  members were bankers  o r
21

b u s in essm en , th e  movement t o  su p p o r t  Bryan f a i l e d .

W hile t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  were an im p re s s iv e  group o f  

a f f l u e n t ,  i n f l u e n t i a l  and s o c i a l l y  p rom inen t P h i l a d e lp h i a  

D em ocrats ,  th e y  cou ld  n o t g e t  t h e i r  movement to  t a k e  h o ld  

a t  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  l e v e l .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e y  n e v e r  

e x p e c te d  t o  win th e  e l e c t i o n .  I f  a n y th in g ,  th e y  had a  

m a r ty r  complex abou t lo s in g  b e cau se  th e y  b e l i e v e d  th e y  

s to o d  f o r  p r i n c i p l e  r a t h e r  th an  e x p ed ien cy .  T h e i r  fo rm a l­

i s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  dogma, which looked  backward and d e n ie d  th e  

v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  low er c l a s s e s  in  American

s o c i e t y ,  had no im pact upon th e  r e a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  Ryan 
22

and D o n n e lly ,  and s t i l l  l e s s  upon t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  The 

u p p e r  c l a s s  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  o f f e r e d  a b s o l u t e l y  no v i a b l e  

p o l i t i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o r  s o lu t i o n s  t o  th e  working c l a s s  who 

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  D em ocratic p a r t y  s u p p o r t .

The most im p o r ta n t  Democrats t o  embrace th e  J e f f e r ­

s o n ia n  c re e d  were John Cadw alader and W ill iam  S in g e r ly .

Next i n  im p o rtan ce  w ere: George P. B ae r ,  John and W ill iam

B u l l i t t ,  George W. B id d le ,  Samuel G. King, Henry D. W elsh,

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s ,  7 O ctober  1896 (Gordon S c ra p ­
book, 1893-1597).

22See C h a p te r  V I I ,  pp . 240 f o r  b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h e s  o f  
C h a r le y  D o n n e lly  and Tommy Ryan.
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S .  D avis Page , John M. Cam pbell, John E. F aunce , and Emanuel 

F u r th .  O th e rs  who d e s e r t e d  Bryan in c lu d e d  G en e ra l  I .  J .  

W is ta r ,  C o l l e c t o r  o f  t h e  P o r t  John Read, U n ite d  S t a t e s  

D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y  James M. Beck, C o l .  C h a r le s  H. B anes, a  

b a n k e r ;  A. J .  C a s s a t t ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  r a i l r o a d  e x e c u t iv e ;  

Samuel D ickson , f i n a n c i e r ;  Samuel J .  M a r t in ,  in s u ra n c e  com­

pany p r e s i d e n t ;  W a l te r  G. Sm ith , a  b a n k e r ;  e t .  a l .

By m id -O c to b e r  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  made a l l  t h e  c o n v e r t s  

th e y  w ere go in g  t o  make and s e t t l e d  down t o  t h e i r  q u i e t  

campaign co n duc ted  in  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t io n s  in  c lu b  houses 

and f a s h io n a b le  c h u rc h e s .  They co nduc ted  on’Jy  one more 

p u b l i c  m ee tin g  f o r  t h e  c a u s e .  On 3 °  O c to b e r ,  t h e  J e f f e r ­

s o n ia n s  h e a rd  James M. Beck and Emanuel F u r th  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  t r u e  Democracy a t  a  r a l l y  a t  Odd F ellow s 

H a l l .  In  a  long  sp eech  Beck d e fended  C le v e la n d  and con­

demned A l tg e ld  in  t h e  Pullm an s t r i k e  c o n t ro v e r s y  and p o in te d  

o u t t h a t  t h e  Bryan Democrats were r e a l l y  P o p u l i s t s .  F u r th  

e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  a u d ie n c e  w i th  h i s  s e v e r a l  w i t t i c i s m s  abou t 

t h e  s i l v e r  movement and conc luded  h i s  sp e e c h  on a  s e r i o u s  

n o te  when he condemned th e  Chicago p la t fo r m :  " . . .  t h e

h o n e s t  c i t i z e n s  o f  America w i l l  s ta n d  b e s id e  th e  g ra v e  o f  

such  p r i n c i p l e s  w i th  th e  a r d e n t  and f e r v e n t  p r a y e r  t h a t  

t h e i r  l i k e  w i l l  n e v e r  r i s e  a g a in  and a g i t a t e  t h e  c o u n t r y . " 2 ^

23 p h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 31 O c to b er  1 8 9 6 .

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



107

B. The Campaign f o r  Bryan

As t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  co n d u c ted  t h e i r  g e n t e e l  d e b a te  

on t h e  i s s u e s  o f  ' 96, t h e  two m a jo r  p a r t i e s  p r e p a re d  f o r  

th e  r e a l  b a t t l e .  Both R epub lican  f a c t i o n s  in  th e  c i t y ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  advanced  th e  McKinley cam paign . But most o f  th e  

a c t i v i t y  f o r  McKinley came from th e  R epub lican  b u s in e s s  

community. Rudolph B lankenburg  h e lp e d  form th e  M cKinley-  

H obart League and John Wanainaker was a  p rim e mover in  th e  

B u s in e s s m e n 's  Committee f o r  M cKinley. These two o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n s  cam paigned v ig o ro u s ly  and d i s t r i b u t e d  p am ph le ts  and 

t r a c t s  by t h e  th o u san d s  w hich  re a c h e d  th e  hands o f  w orkers  

th ro u g h o u t  e v e ry  s e c t io n  o f  t h e  c i t y .

The Democrats pushed onward w i th  g r e a t  e n th u s ia sm  f o r  

B ry an .  Had en th u s ia sm  been th e  means o f  d e te rm in in g  th e  

w in n e r  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Bryan would have c a r r i e d  t h e  c i t y  

h a n d i l y .

On 22 S ep tem ber, Bryan s to rm ed  P h i l a d e lp h ia  and spoke 

a t  one o f  t h e  b ig g e s t  p u b l i c  m e e t in g s  e v e r  h e ld  in  t h e  c i t y .  

The Times g r u d g in g ly  r e p o r te d  t h a t :  11. . . i t  c o u ld  be

announced in  a l l  t r u t h  t h i s  m orning t h a t  W ill iam  Je n n in g s  

Bryan y e s t e r d a y  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  and c u r i o s i t y  o f  

more p e o p le  th a n  any o th e r  v i s i t o r  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  r e c e n t
oil

y e a r s . "  The Academy o f  Music f i l l e d  t o  c a p a c i ty  s e v e r a l  

h o u rs  b e f o r e  Bryan spoke . A l l  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  p o l i c e  in  t h e

2ilThe Times ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  23 Septem ber 1 8 9 6 .
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c i t y  p a t r o l l e d  Broad S t r e e t  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  th o u sa n d s  o f  

p e o p le  who mobbed th e  a r e a  a round  th e  Academy t o  g e t  a 

g l im p se  o f  t h e  Commoner. Bryan c a l l e d  h i s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

sp eech  "m em orable” and r e c a l l e d  how he and h i s  p a r t y  

a v o id e d  t h e  crowds when l e a v in g  t h e  h o t e l  by making t h e i r  

" e x i t  th ro u g h  t h e  c e l l a r  . . . down a b ack  a l l e y "  so  th e y  

c o u ld  e n t e r  t h e  h a l l  v i a  a  r e a r  d o o r . 2^

W ith o u t  a  n o te  i n  h i s  hand , t h e  Boy O r a to r  p re a c h e d

h i s  m essage  o f  f r e e  s i l v e r  s a l v a t i o n  t o  th e  tu m u ltu o u s

crowd. W ith  o r a t o r i c a l  s k i l l  he  debunked th o s e  who a t t a c k e d

him f o r  c o n d u c t in g  a campaign t h a t  " la c k e d  d i g n i t y "  and

ask ed :  "What o t h e r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a te s  d id  th e y  c h a rg e

w i th  l a c k  o f  d ig n i ty ? "  When t h o s e  in  t h e  a u d ie n c e  sh o u te d
26" L in c o ln , "  " J a c k s o n ,"  and " J e f f e r s o n , "  Bryan made h i s  

p o i n t .  He a t t a c k e d  t h e  g o ld  s t a n d a r d  b e cau se  i t  f a v o re d  

t h e  f i n a n c i e r s  a t  th e  expense  o f  t h e  common p e o p le .  A ll  

in  a l l ,  B r y a n 's  a p p e a ra n c e  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was t h e  most 

im p o r ta n t  s i n g l e  ev en t  in  t h e  '96  cam paign. H is m ee tin g  

c r e a t e d  more o f  a  s e n s a t i o n  th a n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  r a l l i e s  

com bined. He was t h e  man t o  c h e e r  f o r  b u t  n o t  t o  v o te  f o r .

As t h e  n a t i o n a l  campaign was b e in g  waged in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  by Bryan and h i s  a d v o c a te s ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i ­

t i c i a n s  o f  b o th  p a r t y  f a c t i o n s  s e c r e t l y  p l o t t e d  t o  g a in  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p a r t i e s .  The p la y s  and c o u n te r

25 w i l l ia m  Je n n in g s  B ryan , The F i r s t  B a t t l e , p .  4 7 6 f f .

26I b i d .
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p la y s  o f  th e  McAleer Democrats w i th  t h e  M a r t i n - P o r t e r  

Combine and o f  t h e  Durham-Quay f a c t i o n  w i th  t h e  r e g u l a r  

Dem ocrats ( r e m in is c e n t  o f  t h e  '95  m a y o ra l ty  r a c e )  pushed  

th e  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  to  t h e  b ack g ro u n d . The o ld  T h i r d  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  a g a in  became th e  se e n e  o f  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  

p o l i t i c s .

The R e p u b l ic a n s  o f  th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  met on 18 Septem ber 

t o  re n o m in a te  t h e  p o p u la r  F r e d e r i c k  H alterm an f o r  a n o th e r  

te rm  in  C o n g re s s .  They t r a n s a c t e d  a l l  t h e i r  p r e l im i n a r y  

b u s in e s s  and w ere j u s t  read y  t o  b e g in  th e  n o m in a tio n s  when 

a  m essen g e r  s l i p p e d  a n o te  t o  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r ,  who 

announced t h a t  t h e  n o m in a tio n s  f o r  congressm an would be p o s t ­

poned f o r  a  week. T h is  s u r p r i s e  move l e f t  H alte rm an  and th e
27

d e l e g a t e s  c o m p le te ly  in  th e  d a r k .  F o r  a  f u l l  week th e  

n o m in a tio n  was h e ld  in  su sp e n se  w h i le  H a l te rm a n 's  b a c k e r s  

c o u ld  o n ly  s p e c u l a t e  ab o u t  t h e  ch an ces  f o r  h i s  r e n o m in a t io n .

F iv e  days l a t e r  t h e  Dem ocrats convened t o  nom ina te  

t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s .  Only one m a jo r  c o n t e s t  to o k  p l a c e  when 

Tommy Ryan d e f e a te d  C h a r l i e  D o n n e lly  f o r  County C om m issioner.

A l l  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t io n s  were h a rm o n io u s ly  co n d u c ted  u n d e r

t h e  new scheme o f  d i v i s i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

The q u i e t  p r im a r i e s  in  Sep tem ber w ere ,  a t  l e a s t ,  a  

h o p e f u l  s ig n  for- t h e  m in o r i ty  p a r t y .  In  th e  T h i rd  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  McAleer r e c e iv e d  th e  unanimous e n d o r s e ­

ment o f  t h e  c o n v e n tio n  even th o u g h  he s t a t e d  h i s  r e j e c t i o n

^ T h e  T im es, 19 Sep tem ber 1 8 9 6 .
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o f  Bryan and th e  Chicago p la t fo r m .  While shunning  th e

J e f f e r s o n a i a n s ,  McAleer c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  h i s  o p p o s i t io n  t o  a

b i m e t a l l i c  s t a n d a r d :  " I  am convinced  t h a t  i t s  a d o p t io n  as

a  f i n a n c i a l  p o l i c y  would p r e c i p i t a t e  a p e r io d  o f  c a la m i ty

and d i s t r e s s . * '  He went on t o  say  t h a t  he would no t a c c e p t

t h e  " f r e e  c o in a g e  d o c t r i n e  o f  th e  Chicago p la t fo r m  a s  a

t e s t  o f  D em ocracy,” and c i t e d  a c o n v in c in g  p re c e d e n t

r e g a rd in g  p a r t y  l o y a l t y  in  th e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t :

I  am happy t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  my d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r e ­
d e c e s s o r ,  Samuel J .  R a n d a ll ,  though  p u b l i c l y  
and a g g r e s s i v e l y  in  an tagon ism  t o  th e  dominant 
s e n t im e n t  o f  h i s  p a r t y  upon an im p o r ta n t  
econom ical p r i n c i p l e ,  was n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  f o r  
te rm  a f t e r  te rm  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  N a t io n a l  L e g is -  2R
l a t u r e  by t h e  s t e r l i n g  Democracy o f  t h i s  D i s t r i c t . . . .

A f t e r  M cA lee r 's  l e t t e r  was re a d ,  a  d e l e g a t e  ro s e  and nom inated

him . S in c e  no one e l s e  was nom inated , McAleer won t h e  p a r t y

endorsem ent by a c c la m a t io n ,  an a c t i o n  which th e  Record

warmly en d o rsed  and s a i d :  "The o ld  T h ird  Congress d i s t r i c t

o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  renewed i t s  t i t l e  t o  s tu r d y  and s ta u n c h
29Democracy and co v ered  i t s e l f  w i th  f r e s h  h o n o r ."  S in c e  

S i n g e r l y ' s  p a p e r  eq u a ted  go ld  w i th  honor and s i l v e r  w i th  

d is h o n o r ,  t h e  e x p a n s iv e  s ta te m e n t  by th e  Record o f  M cA leer1s 

c a n d id a c y  came a s  no s u r p r i s e .

The T im es, how ever, looked a t  th e  developm ent in  th e  

T h i r d  d i s t r i c t  w i th  a c y n ic a l  eye and accused  McAleer o f

^ E v e n in g  T e le g ra p h  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  23 Septem ber 1896 
(Gordon S crap b o o k , 1895-97).

2^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 2k Septem ber 1 8 9 6 .
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c o n s p i r i n g  w i th  th e  M a r t i n - P o r t e r  Combine t o  r e g a in  h i s  con- 

g r e s s i o n a l  s e a t .  Though McClure co u ld  on ly  s p e c u l a t e  

ab o u t t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  d e a l  t h e r e  i s  abundan t c ircu m ­

s t a n t i a l  e v id e n c e  t o  su p p o r t  t h e  c h a rg e  t h a t  a  d e a l  between 

Dave M a r t in  and B i l l  McAleer e x i s t e d .  S e v e r a l  c ircu m ­

s ta n c e s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  v e r a c i t y  o f  such  an a s s e r t i o n  by McClure. 

F i r s t , t h e r e  d id  e x i s t  a  d e a l  betw een th e s e  two f a c t i o n s  in  

th e  '95  m a y o ra l ty  r a c e ,  a s  p o in te d  o u t e a r l i e r .  S econd , t h e  

pos tponem ent o f  t h e  R epub lican  co n v e n t io n  and th e  su b seq u en t  

n o m in a tio n  o f  McAleer gave a d d i t i o n a l  c re d e n c e  to  t h e  ch arg e  

t h a t  a  d e a l  had been consummated. F i n a l l y ,  M cA leer 's  

p o s i t i o n  on b im e ta l l i s m  b u t  h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i th  t h e  

J e f f e r s o n i a n s ,  was a c l e v e r  p o l i t i c a l  t a c t i c  d e s ig n e d  to  

g e t  maximum s u p p o r t .  By a d v o c a t in g  g o ld  he cou ld  g e t  Dave 

M a r t i n 's  s u p p o r t ,  and by shunn ing  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  he  cou ld  

g e t  t h e  c o n t in u e d  g r a s s  r o o ts  s u p p o r t  in  t h e  r i v e r  d i s t r i c t .  

M cA lee r 's  s ta te m e n t  e q u a t in g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on g o ld  w i th  t h a t  

o f  R a n d a l l ' s  on th e  t a r i f f  p ro b a b ly  sounded p l a u s i b l e  to  

t h e  u n d i s c e r n in g  Democrats in  t h e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t .

As t h e  M artin -M cA leer p la n  u n fo ld e d ,  two r e v o l t s  shook 

th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t .  The H alterm an R e p u b lican s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  

t h e  Germans) c lam ored  f o r  H a l te rm a n 's  r e n o m in a tio n  which 

th e y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a c h ie v e d  a t  t h e  a d jo u rn e d  R ep u b lican  con­

v e n t io n  on 26 S ep tem ber. In  t h e  meantime th e  S i l v e r  

D em ocra ts ,  in c e n s e d  by M cA leer 's  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  th e  Chicago

^ T h e  T im es, 24 Septem ber 1 8 9 6 .
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p la t f o r m ,  announced p la n s  t o  nom inate  a S i l v e r  Democrat f o r

C o n g re s s .3^  In  a  few days t h e  N a t io n a l  S i l v e r  p a r t y

announced th e  can d id acy  o f  Sam Hudson, t h e  w e l l  known

j o u r n a l i s t  and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Sunday I te m , t h e  on ly  Bryan

D em ocratic  p a p e r  in  t h e  c i t y .  Hudson, in  a v i t r i o l i c

a t t a c k  upon M cAleer, t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  and t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s ,

i s s u e d  h i s  a c c e p ta n c e  l e t t e r  on 7 O c to b e r .  He condemned

McAleer f o r  c a s t i n g  " h i s  p o l i t i c a l  l o t  w i th  Mark Hanna,

John B u l l i t t ' s  income t a x  dodgers  and w i th  t h e  r i c h  a s
32

a g a i n s t  t h e  p o o r ."  He a l s o  p a id  homage t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

o f  R a n d a ll  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he (Hudson) fa v o re d  b o th  p r o ­

t e c t i o n  and f r e e  s i l v e r .  Hence, t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  w i th  

t h r e e  c o n te n d in g  c a n d id a t e s ,  once a g a in  became a b a t t l e ­

ground f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats .

The T h i r d  d i s t r i c t ,  how ever, d id  not have a  monopoly 

on f a c t i o n a l  a l l i a n c e s ,  d e a l s  and p l o t s .  The s t r u g g l e  

w i th in  th e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

c r e a t e d  a  c i ty - w id e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  w hich c e n te r e d  

on th e  r a c e  f o r  s h e r i f f .  The M a r t in - P o r t e r  Combine named 

James L. M i le s ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  S e l e c t  C o u n c i l ,  f o r  

s h e r i f f ,  w h i le  t h e  a n t i -C o m b in e rs  nom inated  A lex an d e r  Crow. 

The Crow can d id a c y  a t t r a c t e d  s u p p o r t  from v a r io u s  and  un­

r e l a t e d  s o u r c e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  odds and ends d e d ic a te d  t o  th e  

o v er th ro w  o f  th e  Combine. Reform R ep u b lican s  l i k e  Henry

^ E v e n in g  T e le g ra p h  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) , 26 Sep tem ber 1896 
(Gordon Scrapbook , 1 895-1897).

3 ^ I b l d . , 8 O c to b er  1896 (Gordon S crapbook , 1895-1897)•
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C. L ea , John Wanamaker and H e rb e r t  Welsh r a l l i e d  t o  su p p o r t

Crow. On t h e  o t h e r  hand , p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  
33M att Quay, B o ies  P e n ro se  and I z  Durham c a r r i e d  Crow 's 

s t a n d a r d  b e c a u se  th e y  w anted t o  w r e s t  p a r t y  c o n t r o l  from 

M a r t in  and P o r t e r .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e g u l a r  Democrats dropped
34t h e i r  nominee f o r  s h e r i f f  and s u p p o r te d  Crow, th u s  com­

p l e t i n g  t h e  an t i-C o m b in e  c o a l i t i o n .

S in c e  t h e  Combiners r e a l i z e d  th e y  c o u ld  no t win a g a i n s t  

su ch  an a r r a y  o f  fo rm id a b le  f o r c e s ,  th e y  w ithdrew  M i le s '  

c a n d id a c y  and c a l l e d  a n o th e r  c o n v e n t io n  hop in g  t h a t  t h i s  

move would p l a c a t e  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  R e p u b l ic a n s .  But t h e  a n t i -  

Combiners r e f u s e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  s p e c i a l  c o n v e n tio n  on 19 

O c to b e r ,  i n  w hich Samuel A sh b rid g e  was unan im ously  nom inated  

i n  p l a c e  o f  M i le s .  As t h e  w ar ra g e d  betw een  th e  Combiners 

and a n t i -C o m b in e r s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  and c a n d id a te s  were 

d i s p l a c e d  by t h e  A shbridge-Crow  r a c e .

In  t h e  m eantim e th e  Bryan campaign lim ped a lo n g  w i th o u t  

s u p p o r t  from any o f  t h e  d a i l y  p a p e r s . The Sunday I te m

33-^As t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  and re fo rm  R e p u b lic a n s  cam paigned 
f o r  Crow, th e y  t r i e d  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  Quay from  th e  a n t i -  
Combine movement. F o r  exam ple, The Times s a i d  on 25 O c to b er  
1 8 9 6 : "The b a t t l e  f o r  Mr. Crow i s  n o t  Mr. Q uay 's  b a t t le ,*  i t
i s  a  b a t t l e  made s o l e l y  and d i s t i n c t l y  by t h e  R ep u b lican  
p e o p le  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a l l  f a c t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  
and s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  g e t t i n g  an h o n e s t  R ep u b lican  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s e n t im e n t s  o f  th e  h o n e s t  
R e p u b l ic a n  v o t e r s . ”

3 ^ ln  exchange f o r  b a c k in g  Crow, t h e  Democrats were 
p ro m ised  h a l f  t h e  jo b s  in  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  i f  Crow won 
t h e  e l e c t i o n .  See The P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s ,  4 O c to b e r  1 8 9 6 .
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c o u ra g e o u s ly  s to o d  a lo n e  in  th e  f i g h t  f o r  B ry an .  Week by 

week th e  I tem  r e p o r te d  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s , exposed  t h e  

i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  w o rk e rs ,  r e v e a le d  t h a t  t h e  p l u t o c r a t s  were 

ru n n in g  s c a re d  and c o n f i d e n t ly  p r e d i c t e d  B r y a n 's  v i c t o r y .

In  an sw er  to  t h e  s n e e r in g  c h a rg e  by th e  New York H e ra ld  t h a t  

Bryan was t h e  "P au p er  o f  t h e  W est,"  t h e  I te m  s a i d ,  " t h e  c ry  

' t h e  p a u p e r  c a n d i d a t e 1 w i l l  a ro u s e  a t h r i l l  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  

in  m i l l i o n s  o f  American homes," b e c a u s e ,  " w i th  few e x c e p t io n s  

t h i s  i s  a  n a t io n  o f  p a u p e r s . "  The I tem  s t r e s s e d  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  campaign and p a id  l i t t l e  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  However, i n  t h e  l a s t  

i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  I te m  d id  c a s t i g a t e  t h e  manage­

ment o f  t h e  Baldw in Locom otive Works f o r  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s i l v e r  l i t e r a t u r e  among t h e i r  em ployees . In  

th e  same i s s u e  t h i s  weekly j o u r n a l  s t i l l  p r e d i c t e d  B r y a n 's  

v i c t o r y  though  P e n n s y lv a n ia  was c o n s id e re d  h o p e le s s  f o r  t h e  

Commoner. ^

A ll  t h e  o t h e r  p a p e rs  worked v ig o r o u s ly  f o r  B r y a n 's  

d e f e a t  b o th  in  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  and b ia s e d  news r e p o r t i n g .  

Even th e  in d ep en d en t  Times c o u ld  n o t  a v o id  su ch  p e j o r a t i v e  

te rm s  a s  " s i l v e r  c ra z e "  and " p o p o c r a t i c T h e  P u b l i c  L edger  

gave w ide co v e rag e  t o  th e  g o ld  f o r c e s  and r e p u b l i s h e d  in  t o t o  

J .  S t e r l i n g  M o rto n 's  em otive  sp eech  on 21 A ugust,  condemning 

b i m e t a l l i s m .  M o rto n 's  c o n c lu d in g  rem arks o f  h i s  sp eech

3^The Sunday I tem  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  25 J u ly  1 8 9 6 .

3 6 i b i d . ,  31 O ctober  1 8 9 6 .
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i l l u s t r a t e s  c l e a r l y  th e  s t a t e  o f  f r e n z y  i n t o  which t h e  go ld

men w ere  t h r u s t :

The R ep u b lic  i s  n o t a Judas  I s c a r i o t  among 
c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s .  I t  r e f u s e s  t o  b e t r a y  
h o n e s t  d e a l i n g s .  I t  s c o rn s  o v e r  30 m i l l i o n  
t im e s  30 p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r  and i s  com pelled  by 
i t s  judgement and i t s  c o n s c ie n c e  t o  r e j e c t  
t h e  im p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  th o s e  who would d e l i v e r  
t h e  s a f e t y  and p e r p e t u i t y  o f  t h i s  n a t io n  i n to  
t h e  hands o f  so c ia l ism *  z e a lo t r y *  fa n a t ic ism *  
and  d i s h o n e s ty .  37

By m id -O c to b e r  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Bryan men th re w  in  th e  

to w e l .  No one to o k  s e r i o u s l y  t h e  op tim ism  o f  th e  Sunday 

I t e m . As e a r l y  as  21 September* The Times p r e d i c t e d  a 

McKinley v i c t o r y  by 100*000 v o te s ;  a  month l a t e r *  in  a 

r e v i s e d  p r e d ic t io n *  th e  same p a p e r  p u t  th e  McKinley v o te
og

betw een  150*000 and 160,000 t o  50*000 and 80*000 f o r  B ryan.

In  t h e  f i n a l  b i t t e r  e d i t o r i a l  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  th e  Record

c a l l e d  f o r  a  b ig  v o te  f o r  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  so t h a t  "R io t

and R e p u d ia t io n  sh o u ld  be more th a n  b e a te n , "  and t h a t

B r y a n 's  " p e r n ic io u s  t e a c h in g s  sh o u ld  be so u t t e r l y  condemned
1139a s  t o  make an end o f  them.

R e a l i z in g  t h a t  th e  r a c e  f o r  s h e r i f f  occup ied  t h e  p r e ­

em inen t p l a c e  in  th e  b a l l o t i n g  i n  P h i la d e lp h ia *  The Times 

t r i e d  t o  r e fo c u s  th e  em phasis  t o  th e  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s .  In  

an e d i t o r i a l  on 2 November t h e  Times urged  a  b ig  v o te  f o r  

Crow o v e r  A shbridge  b u t  h a s te n e d  t o  p o i n t  o u t t h a t  t h e

37pam phlet C o l l e c t i o n :  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  P e n n sy l­
van ia*  " P h i l a d e l p h i a  P o l i t i c s :  S t a t e  P am p h le ts ."

38The T im es* 25 O ctober  1 8 9 6 .

39 rhe  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record* 2 November 1 8 9 6 .
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"suprem e i s s u e "  c e n te r e d  in  t h e  Bryan-M cKinley b a t t l e  and
40adm onished P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  t o  g e t  o u t th e  v o te  f o r  M cKinley.

When a l l  t h e  v o te s  were c o u n te d ,  Bryan p o l l e d  s c a r c e l y  

o v e r  6 3 ,000  t o  M cK in ley 's  177 ,000- More v o te s  were c a s t  

i n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  (2 1 5 , 0 0 0 ) th a n  in  any o t h e r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

campaign in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  up t o  t h i s  t im e .  Bryan s u f f e r e d  a 

m ost h u m i l i a t in g  d e f e a t  and c a r r i e d  on ly  Tommy R y an 's  s i x t h  

ward in  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y .  The J e f f e r s o n i a n s  c o u ld  m u s te r  

o n ly  2 ,6 0 0  v o te s  f o r  P a lm er .  In  th e  h o t r a c e  f o r  s h e r i f f  th e  

Combine was d e f e a te d  s in c e  Crow won o v er  A shbridge  by 20 ,000  

v o t e s .  In  commenting upon th e  e l e c t i o n  The T im es, i n  i t s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  commended Bryan f o r  h i s  "wonder­

f u l  campaign" and c a l l e d  th e  1896 b a t t l e  " th e  most rem ark ab le

campaign e v e r  known in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h i s  o r  any
41

o t h e r  c o u n try  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r ld .

W ith mixed r e a c t i o n s  t h e  Democrats c o u ld ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

p o i n t  to  t h e i r  v i c t o r y  in  R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  d i s t r i c t  which 

r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  D em ocra tic  column in  1 8 9 6 . McAleer won a  

d e c i s i v e  v i c t o r y  a s  a  r e g u l a r  who su p p o r te d  t h e  g o ld  s t a n d a r d .  

He p o l l e d  o v e r  11 ,000 v o te s  t o  H a l te rm a n 's  9 ,5 0 0 -  Sam 

Hudson, t h e  N a t io n a l  S i l v e r  p a r t y  c a n d id a te ,  p la c e d  a  p o o r  

t h i r d  w i th  abou t 2 ,0 0 0  v o t e s .  Most o f  M cA leer 's  s t r e n g t h  

came from th e  low er I r i s h  wards w h i le  H alterm an pe rfo rm ed  

b e s t  in  t h e  u p p e r  wards where t h e r e  was a h ig h e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n

^°The T im es, 2 November 1 8 9 6 .

^ I b i d . , 4 November 1 8 9 6 .
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o f  German v o t e r s .  S h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  Hudson ch arg ed  

t h a t  M cAleer won o n ly  b e cau se  o f  f r a u d u le n t  v o t in g  and 

announced h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  l e g a l  a c t i o n  t o  c a l l  

f o r  a n o th e r  e l e c t i o n .  H a lte rm an , however, d e c l in e d  t o  

p r o t e s t  so  Hudson f i n a l l y  d ropped  h i s  l e g a l  f i g h t .

W ith  th e  Bryan s to rm  o v e r ,  bus inessm en  and b a n k e r s ,  

J e f f e r s o n i a n s  and R ep u b lican s  co u ld  a l l  b r e a th e  a s ig h  o f  

r e l i e f .  But B ry a n 's  d e v o te e s ,  who came u n d e r  t h e  s p e l l  o f  

h i s  c h a r i s m a t i c  pow er, c o n t in u e d  s t e a d f a s t  in  t h e  b e l i e f  

t h a t  t h e  Commoner l o s t  o n ly  b e c a u se  o f  R ep u b lican  t r i c k e r y ’: 

f e a r ,  i n t i m i d a t i o n  and f r a u d u le n t  v o t in g .  P h i l a d e lp h i a n s  

w ere a l s o  coun ted  among th e  th o u sa n d s  o f  l e t t e r  w r i t e r s  who 

w ro te  t o  e x p re s s  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  t o  Bryan a f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t  

o f  1 8 9 6 . A r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  on F i l b e r t  S t r e e t  s a i d  

s im p ly :  " I  b e l i e v e  you t o  be  t h e  d e a r e s t  and g r e a t e s t
,.4 pf r i e n d  o f  t h e  American p e o p le  s in c e  t h e  days o f  W ashing ton .

A p h y s ic i a n  looked  t o  t h e  n e x t  campaign in  1900 and s t a t e d :

“F our y e a r s  hence  I  t r u s t  t h e  s u c c e s s  w i th h e ld  t h i s  y e a r ,
43

w i l l  b e  y o u rs  and th e  p e o p l e ' s . "  Among t h e  hundreds  o f

r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  Bryan r e c e iv e d  was one from th e  o f f i c e r s

o f  t h e  S e h u l y k i l l  D em ocratic  A s s o c ia t io n  who p le d g e d  t h e i r
44s u p p o r t  f o r  1900.

^ M a r s h a l l  G. S tev en s  t o  W. J .  B ryan , 31 O c to b e r  1896 , 
Bryan P a p e r s . . .

^ S o lo m o n  S o l is -C o h e n  t o  W. J .  B ryan, 4 November 1896 , 
Bryan P a p e r s .

^ R e s o l u t i o n  to  W. J .  B ry an , 6 November 18 9 6 , Bryan 
P a p e r s .
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W ith  t h e  a b sen ce  o f  any e f f e c t i v e  D em ocra tic  d a i l y  

p a p e r  i n  t h e  c i t y  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  p in  p o i n t  in  P h i l a ­

d e lp h i a  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  o f  c o e r c io n ,  f e a r ,  and i n t i m i ­

d a t io n  so  f r e q u e n t l y  com pla ined  a b o u t  by so  many Bryan 

v o t e r s  from  so many s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  N o n e th e le s s ,  

t h a t  im p re s s io n  (o f  w id e sp re a d  c o e rc io n )  was s h a re d  by 

some P h i l a d e l p h i a n s .  F o r  exam ple , t h e  C i ty  E d i t o r  o f  

The T im es , w r i t i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  th e  e l e c t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

i t  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  co u n try "  

and went on t o  s t a t e :  " In  t h i s  c o r p o r a t i o n - r i d d e n  s t a t e ,

i t  i s  n o t  e x p e c te d  t h a t  you w i l l  r e c e i v e  a b ig  v o t e ,  f o r  

l a b o r in g  men, m ec h a n ic s ,  and even t h e  c l e r i c a l  f o r c e s  in  

th e  b ig  com m ercia l h o u ses  a r e  b e in g  b u ld o zed  / s i c /  and 

t h r e a t e n e d  w i th  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  In  t h e  ev en t 

o f  them / s i c /  f a i l i n g  t o  p u t  th e m se lv e s  on r e c o rd  a g a i n s t
j | C

y o u ."  P erhaps  even more c o n v in c in g  was t h e  t e s t im o n y  o f  

a  man who i d e n t i f i e d  h im s e l f  a s  a  r o o f e r :  " I  know l o t s  o f

f i rm s  t h a t  com pelled  t h e i r  em ployers  t o  v o te  f o r  McKinley 

o r  be d i s c h a r g e d . "  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  d e te rm in e  how 

w id e s p re a d  w ere c a s e s  o f  c o e r c io n  and i n t i m i d a t i o n .  I f  

t h e r e  was w h o le s a le  f r a u d u l e n t  v o t in g  and i f  c o e r c io n  was 

w id e ly  u s e d ,  t h e  m o ra l  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  t h e  r e fo rm e rs  and 

in d e p e n d e n ts ,  most o f  whom were b u s in e ssm e n ,  was n o t  a ro u s e d .

^5 je ro m e  J .  McGarvey t o  W. J .  B ryan , 1 November 1896 , 
B ryan P a p e r s . .

a .  Mays t o  W. J .  B ryan , 6 November 1 8 9 6 , Bryan
P a p e r s .
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D. H a r r i t y ' s  F a l l  and More P a r ty  C o n f l i c t

A f t e r  t h e  commotion c r e a t e d  by t h e  Bryan s to rm  had 

s u b s id e d ,  t h e  Democrats o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  resumed w i th  a l a c r i t y  

t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  a c t i v i t y  o f  i n t r a m u r a l  f i g h t i n g .  Only i n ­

f r e q u e n t l y  d id  th e y  p au se  t o  g iv e  f a i n t  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  

R e p u b l ic a n s .  Prom B ry a n 's  d e f e a t  u n t i l  t h e  '98  g u b e r ­

n a t o r i a l  r a c e ,  th e y  fo u g h t i n c e s s a n t l y  o v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  

p a r t y .  Only o c c a s i o n a l l y  d id  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  

l o y a l t y  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e s e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f a c t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s .

The r e a l  p rob lem  was t h a t  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats co u ld  

no t a g r e e  who would c o n t r o l  t h e  p a r t y ,  f o r  D em ocra tic  d i s ­

u n i t y  d id  n o t  grow o u t  o f  any s u b s t a n t i v e  d isa g re e m e n t  

r e g a r d in g  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .

H a r r i t y  had announded h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  from p o l i t i c s  in  

an ambiguous l e t t e r  on 1 August 1 8 9 6 , He s a i d  t h a t  he 

w anted  t o  g iv e  more t im e  t o  h i s  b u s in e s s  i n t e r e s t s  and , 

t h e r e f o r e ,  w ished  t o  bow o u t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  But he d id  

no t r e s i g n  from h i s  p o s t  on t h e  D em ocra tic  N a t io n a l  com m ittee  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  P e n n s y lv a n ia ;  n e i t h e r  d id  he d ise n g a g e  h im s e l f  

from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  D uring  th e  n ex t  

y e a r  and a  h a l f  ( I 896 - I 8 98 ) he  s t i l l  m a in ta in e d  an im p o r ta n t  

th o u g h  d e c l i n i n g  in f lu e n c e  o v e r  p a r t y  w orkers  and l e a d e r s  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  His name s t i l l  denom inated  a  wing o r  

f a c t i o n  in  t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign 

o f  1898  s t a r t e d  h i s  r e a l  r e t i r e m e n t  was f o r c e d .

In  Ja n u a ry  1897 th e  p a r t y  a g a in  resumed i t s  i n t e r n a l  

s q u a b b le s .  M ajor Tommy Ryan announced h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e
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r e n o m in a t io n  o f  C h a r l i e  D o n n e lly  f o r  m a g i s t r a t e  and a rgued

f o r  y o u n g e r  b lo o d  in  t h e  p a r t y  w h i le  denying any i n t e n t i o n

t o  c r e a t e  f a c t i o n s .  But a  f u l l  s c a l e  b a t t l e  soon developed

in  w hich  Ryan g a in e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Gordon-McAleer f a c t i o n

a g a i n s t  t h e  H a r r i t y  f o l l o w e r s .  The " r e t i r e d "  H a r r i t y  got 
47i n t o  t h e  f i g h t  and managed t o  swing enough v o te s  t o

D o n n e l ly ,  who won re n o m in a tio n  by a v o te  o f  496-453 o v e r  
48h i s  o p p o n en t .  The w hole f i g h t  o n ly  c r e a t e d  more f r a g ­

m e n ta t io n  w i th in  t h e  m i n o r i t y  p a r t y  as  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

P r e s s  o b se rv e d :

The Dem ocrats o f  t h i s  town have v e ry  
i n t e r e s t i n g  w ays. Having in  a  few y e a r s  reduced  
t h e i r  v o te  by about,  one t h i r d ,  b r in g in g  i t  down 
t o  such  p r o p o r t i o n s  a s  no lo n g e r  to  be d e t e c t e d  
w i th o u t  t h e  a i d  o f  a  m ic ro sc o p e ,  th ey  a r e  en­
gaged in  a hand t o  hand f i g h t  t o  d e te rm in e  who 
s h a l l  bo ss  t h e  re m n a n ts .  49

The P r e s s  went on t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  f i g h t  was n o t  " a  con­

t e s t  f o r  p r i n c i p l e "  and t h a t  t h e  Bryan i s s u e  had no 

c o n n e c t io n  t o  th e  f a c t i o n a l  w ra n g l in g .

R yan’s d e f e a t  in  J a n u a ry  o n ly  made him f i g h t  h a r d e r  

i n  h i s  n e x t  b a t t l e ,  a  b a t t l e  t o  g„ain th e  c i t y  c h a irm a n sh ip .

Ryan a g a in  g o t  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Gordon-McAleer f a c t i o n  and 

opposed  James E. Gorman, t h e  H a r r i t y  c a n d id a te .  When th e

^ T h e  T im es, 9 J a n u a ry  1897 (Gordon S crapbook , 1895- 1897 ) .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  I n q u i r e r ,  14 Jan u a ry  1897 (Gordon S c ra p ­
b ook , lB 9 5 - lB f 7 ) . --------- ----------

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s ,  13 Ja n u a ry  l897'f (Gordon S c ra p ­
book , 1 8 9 5 -1 8 9 7 ).
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e l e c t i o n  was h e ld  in  e a r l y  A pril*  Ryan squeezed  ou t a  narrow
50v i c t o r y  and won th e  c h a irm an sh ip  by a v o te  o f  19 -17 . T hat

v o te  e f f e c t i v e l y  ended H a r r i t y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  S in c e

he had l o s t  h i s  power b a se  in  P h i la d e lp h ia *  th e  S t a t e

Democrats f e l t  no o b l i g a t i o n  t o  keep him on th e  n a t i o n a l

com m ittee . In  August t h e  D em ocratic  S t a t e  Committee* by a

v o te  o f  53 - 2 6 , d e c la r e d  h i s  o f f i c e  on th e  n a t i o n a l  com m ittee 
51v a c a n t .  A few days l a t e r  t h e  S t a t e  Convention  m ee tin g  in  

Reading r a t i f i e d  th e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  com m ittee by a  v o te  o f  

290-134 . The Record c a s t i g a t e d  th e  d e c i s io n  and s a id :

"There n e v e r  h as  been a  co n v e n t io n  so d i s g r a c e f u l  t o  th e  

day and age as  t h e  D em ocratic  S t a t e  C onvention  h e ld  a t  

Reading y e s t e r d a y ."52  The Times f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  

th e  c o n v e n tio n  would o n ly  s e rv e  to  annex th e  D em ocratic  

p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  th e  R ep u b lican  Combine b ecau se  o f  

th e  w orking r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een t h e  Gordon-McAleer f a c t i o n  

and Dave M a r t i n 's  R ep u b lican  Com bine.53 F in a l ly *  when 

N a t io n a l  D em ocra tic  Chairman James K. Jones re c o g n iz e d  James 

M. G uffey  as  P e n n s y lv a n ia 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  n a t i o n a l  

com m ittee on 30 Ja n u a ry  1898* H a r r i t y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  came 

to  a  c l o s e .

50P u b l ic  L edger  ( P h i l a d e lp h ia ) *  A p r i l  13 , 1897 (Gordon 
Scrapbook* 1895 -1 8 9 7 ).

^ ^ P h i l a d e lp h ia  R e c o rd . 30 August 1897 (Gordon S c ra p ­
book, 1897 -1 8 9 8 ).

52I b l d . , 1 Septem ber 1897 (Gordon Scrapbook* 1897-1898).

53i>he Times* 1 S ep tem ber 1897.
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The d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  H a r r i t y  f a c t i o n  d id  n o t ,

how ever, b r in g  u n i t y  t o  t h e  p a r t y .  Tommy Ryan wore no m an 's

m a n t l e ,  and even though  he g o t  t h e  su p p o r t  o f  t h e  Gordon-

McAleer f a c t i o n  in  h i s  campaign f o r  C i ty  Chairman in  1897>

he  was no t o o l  o f  t h a t  f a c t i o n .  Hence, t h e  Gordon-McAleer

f a c t i o n ,  d e s i r i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  p a r t y ,  opposed R y an 's

c a n d id a c y  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  a s  C i ty  Chairman in  March 1 8 9 8 .

D a l l a s  S a n d e r s ,  Sam R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  l i e u t e n a n t ,  e n te r e d  t h e

ra c e  a g a i n s t  Ryan. N a t io n a l  i s s u e s  were i n j e c t e d  i n t o

t h i s  r a c e  a s  th e  Ryan men h a s te n e d  t o  p o in t  ou t t h a t  S anders

s u p p o r te d  McKinley in  1896  as  d id  Judge Gordon, t h e  l e a d e r
154

o f  t h e  a n t i -R y a n  f a c t i o n .  The Times warned t h a t  t h e  

s u c c e s s  o f  S a n d e r s '  campaign would o n ly  r e s u l t  i n  a  com ple te  

annex  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  t o  t h e  M art in  

C o m b i n e . R y a n ' s  r e e l e c t i o n  a s  chairm an was a s s u r e d  a f t e r  

t h e  p a r t y  p r im a r i e s  o f  7 March when i t  was d e te rm in e d  t h a t  

S a n d e rs  had  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  on ly  tw e lv e  ward l e a d e r s .  B u t ,  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  Gordon-McAleer f a c t i o n  d id  n o t  a c c e p t  

t h e  v e r d i c t  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  ward r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

In  A p r i l  t h e  D em ocra tic  ward l e a d e r s  fo rm a l ly  met t o  

e l e c t  a  c i t y  ch a irm an . W hile t h e  outcome was a l r e a d y  

d e te rm in e d  by t h e  e a r l i e r  ward e l e c t i o n s  i n  March, t h e  

Gordon-McAleer f a c t i o n  s t i l l  fo u g h t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  p a r t y .  

T h is  f a c t i o n  f i r s t  t r i e d  t o  c o n t e s t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  ward

5^ I b i d . ,  24 F e b ru a ry  1898  (Gordon S c rapbook , I 897 - I 8 9 8 ) .

5 5 l b l d . t (Gordon S crapbook , 1897-1898).
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e l e c t i o n s  and so u g h t  l e g a l  r e d r e s s  by h av in g  t h e  c o u r t s

n u l l i f y  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  Ryan d e l e g a t e s ,  b u t  t h e
56a t te m p t  f a i l e d  when th e  c o u r t s  r e fu s e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e .

A f t e r  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  g o t u n d e r  way, t h e  G o rd o n i te s  w alked  o u t

t o  c o n d u c t  a  rump s e s s i o n .  The r e g u l a r s  e l e c t e d  Ryan, and

t h e  G o rd o n i te s  a d jo u rn e d  t o  D o o n e r s 1 H o te l ,  where th e y  w ere

g r e e t e d  by Congressman McAleer and Ex-Judge M cCarthy. T h e re

th e y  met and e l e c t e d  Thomas D e lah u n ty  o f  th e  t h i r t y - e i g h t h
57ward as  chairm an o f  t h e  r i v a l  D em ocra tic  C i ty  Com m ittee. 

Hence, t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy had  two r i v a l  c i t y  

com m ittees  each  c la im in g  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p a r t y .

V ery few P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  gave any s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  c la im s  o f  t h e  G o rd o n i te s ,  which t h e  

new spapers  c a l l e d  a rump o r g a n i z a t i o n .  On 14 A p r i l  when 

W il l ia m  J e n n in g s  Bryan v i s i t e d  t h e  c i t y  t o  meet w i th  l o c a l  

D em ocra tic  l e a d e r s ,  he c o n f e r r e d  w i th  Tommy Ryan, C h a r l i e  

D o n n e l ly ,  George McGowan, P e t e r  Monroe, M ichael J .  Ryan, 

W ill ia m  Murphy, and John Keenan. Not a s i n g l e  Gordon Demo­

c r a t  was r e p r e s e n te d  a t  t h e  m ee tin g  w i th  B ryan .

T hen , by a  s t r a n g e  t w i s t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  

t h e  Gordon f a c t i o n ,  u n d e r  t h e  c h a irm a n sh ip  o f  Thomas 

D e la h u n ty ,  g a in e d  r e c o g n i t io n  by t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n iz a t io n  a s  

t h e  o f f i c i a l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  o r g a n iz a t i o n !  S t a t e  

Chairman G arm an's  long  d i s p u t e  w i th  W ill iam  F . H a r r i t y

5 ^ l b i d . , 23 March 1898  (Gordon S crapbook , 1 8 9 7 -1 8 9 8 ).  

5 7 l b i d . , 5 A p r i l  1898  (Gordon S c rapbook , 1 8 9 7 -1 8 9 8 ).
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c o m p lic a te d  t h e  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocratic

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  H a r r i t y  had p r o t e s t e d  t o  N a t io n a l  Chairman

Jones a b o u t  h i s  ( H a r r i t y ' s )  b e in g  pushed  o f f  t h e  n a t i o n a l

com m ittee  by t h e  s t a t e  com m ittee u n d e r  G arm an 's  d o m in a tio n .

In  t h e  m id s t  o f  t h a t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  Tommy Ryan ( f o r  r e a so n s

unknown) w ro te  t o  Jo n es  u rg in g  him n o t  t o  d ro p  H a r r i t y .

H a r r i t y  was d ropped  and Garman was so  an g ry  a t  Ryan t h a t  he

p e rsu a d e d  t h e  s t a t e  com m ittee  t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  Gordon f a c t i o n
58

as  t h e  o f f i c i a l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .

E . L o sses  o f  1898

When t h e  Dem ocrats met in  A lto o n a  in  l a t e  June t o  

nom inate  a G ov ern o r,  James M. G uffey  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  had  f u l l  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T here  was a  f a i n t  boom 

f o r  Judge Gordon o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  b u t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

d e l e g a t e s  v o te d  f o r  George A. J e n k s ,  o n e - t im e  S o l i c i t o r  

G e n e ra l  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  i n  C le v e l a n d 's  f i r s t  a d m in is ­

t r a t i o n  and a  fo rm er  congressm an. J e n k s ,  a t  t h e  age  o f  

s i x t y - t h r e e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d id  not a p p e a r  t o  p o s s e s s  th e  

v i t a l i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  conduct an a g g r e s s i v e  cam paign . The 

in d e p e n d e n ts  and re fo rm  R ep u b lican s  hoped t h e  Democrats 

would p u t  up a  man o f  P a t t i s o n ' s  s t a t u r e  so  t h a t  t h e  v i c t o r i e s  

o f  1882 and 1890  c o u ld  be  d u p l i c a t e d ,  b u t  t h e  n o m in a tio n  o f  

Jenks a t  A lto o n a  o n ly  gave c re d e n c e  t o  t h e  c h a rg e  t h a t  Quay, 

th ro u g h  G u ffe y ,  bough t o f f  th e  Democrats i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e
' C  "  _  — "  1 .  r .  -

58The P u b l i c  L edger  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  21 A p r i l  1898  (Gordon 
S crap b o o k , 1 8 9 7 -1 8 9 8 ).
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t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  c a n d id a te  f o r  G overnor, W. A. S t o n e . ^

By a  s l i m  m arg in  th e  d e l e g a t e s  v o te d  to  keep n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  

( i . e .  s i l v e r )  o u t  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  and t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on th e  

i s s u e  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y .  

However, d e s p i t e  th e  fo rm a l ommission o f  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  

th e  c o n v e n t io n  and th e  s t a t e  p a r t y  were overw helm ingly  

p ro -B ry a n  in  o u t lo o k .  P rudence  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  th e  s i l v e r  

i s s u e  be  d ropped  f o r  t a c t i c a l  n o t  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n s .

Henry C h a r le s  Lea, t h e  in d ep en d en t  re fo rm  R ep u b lican  

and renowned M e d ie v a l i s t  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  

d e s p a i r e d  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in  t h e  two p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o f  

P e n n s y lv a n ia .  I n  a l e t t e r  a t t a c k i n g  "Boss" Quay and "B oss” 

G u ffey , '  h e  announced h i s  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  Reverend D r. S . C. 

Sw allow , P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  c a n d id a te  f o r  G overnor, whose p l a t ­

form s im p ly  c a l l e d  f o r  fo l lo w in g  t h e  E ig h th  Commandment: 

"Thou S h a l t  Not S t e a l . "  Lea co n c lu d ed  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  w i th  t h e  fo l lo w in g  

p a r a g r a p h :

Those who d e s i r e  a  c o n t in u a n c e  o f  e x i s t i n g  
e v i l s  w i l l  v o te  f o r  Mr. S to n e ;  th o s e  who s im p ly  
y e a r n  f o r  a  change i n  b o s s e s ,  w i th  Bryanism  
th row n  i n ,  w i l l  v o te  f o r  Mr. J e n k s ;  th o s e  who want 
h o n e s t  governm ent and th e  redem ption  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
from  i t s  p lu n d e r e r s  w i l l  v o te  f o r  D r. Swallow. 60

-^ S e e  "The A lto o n a  C onvention"  by M. K. S .  i n  C i ty  and 
S t a t e ,  p p .  1 0 -1 1 , 7 J u ly  1 898 : "That t h e  co n v e n t io n  i s  con­
t r o l l e d  by Quay i s  a d m i t te d  by many shrewd o b s e rv e r s  w i th  
whom I  t a l k e d .  G uffey  had  th e  d e l e g a t e s  u n d e r  h i s  thumb 
and th e y  obeyed o rd e r s  w i th o u t  a  murmer."

6 ° C i t y  and S t a t e ,  p .  11, 7 J u ly  1 8 9 8 .
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The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats , in  th e  m eantim e, s t a r t e d  

t h e i r  p la n s  f o r  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign w i th  two o rg a n ­

i z a t i o n s  in  th e  f i e l d .  B o th  t h e  r e g u la r s  (Ryan D em ocrats) 

and th e  G o rd o n i te s  (D elahun ty  D em ocrats) en d o rsed  Jenks  

a t  s e p a r a t e  m e e t in g s .  The s t a t e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  a l s o  met 

and en dorsed  Jenks and d e c id e d  n o t  t o  e n t e r  a  J e f f e r s o n i a n  

t i c k e t ,  p e r  s e ,  in  th e  e l e c t i o n .  T h is  c o o p e r a t iv e  s p i r i t  

and a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  gave t h e  Record c a u se  to  

be o p t i m i s t i c  c o n c e rn in g  J e n k s '  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  v i c t o r y .  With 

t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  back  in  t h e  p a r t y  and w i th  t h e  hope o f

a t t r a c t i n g  some in d e p e n d e n ts ,  t h e  Record a n t i c i p a t e d  a
61

D em ocratic  v i c t o r y  in  1 8 9 8 .

As t h e  campaign p r o g re s s e d  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  g o t more c o n fu se d .  The in d e p e n d e n ts  

and re fo rm  R ep u b lican s  became l e s s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  Jenks  and 

more and more e n t h u s i a s t i c  ab o u t t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  c a n d i ­

d a t e ,  D r. S . C. Swallow, s i n c e  he p o s s e s s e d  th e  n e c e s s a ry  

v i t a l i t y  and s t r e n g t h  t o  d e a l  t h e  d e a th  blow t o  Quay and 

R epub lican  boss  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  H e rb e r t  W e lsh 's  

re fo rm  j o u r n a l ,  C i ty  and S t a t e , a c t i v e l y  pushed  S w allo w 's  

c a n d id a c y ,  and many th o u g h t  in  e a r l y  O c to b e r  t h a t  he  co u ld  

win th e  e l e c t i o n .  The T im es , f o r  exam ple, p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  

Swallow would p o l l  60 ,000  v o te s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and run 

second  t o  S to n e  who would p o l l  ab o u t  100,000 w h i le  Jenks

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 20 J u ly  1 8 9 8 .
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62
would come in  t h i r d  w i th  35 ,000  t o  5 0 ,0 0 0  v o t e s .  But in  

t h e  l a s t  two weeks o f  th e  campaign Swallow ra n  o u t  o f  s team  

in  much t h e  same way t h a t  Bryan d id  in  t h e  l a s t  month o f  

h i s  c a n v a s s .  On th e  eve o f  th e  e l e c t i o n  The Times c a l l e d  

i t  a  t o s s - u p  betw een S to n e  and Jenks  and p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  

Swallow would make a p o o r  show ing.

A d d i t io n a l  c o m p l ic a t io n s  made t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  even more c h a o t i c .  Both  D em ocratic  

f a c t i o n s  e n te r e d  f u l l  s l a t e s  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  

though  t h e  r g g u la r s  (R y a n i te s )  f i n a l l y  d id  g e t  s o l e  r e c o g n i ­

t i o n  on t h e  b a l l o t  by a  c o u r t  r u l i n g .  Second , a  new re fo rm  

p a r t y  c a l l e d  t h e  C i t i z e n s 1 P a r ty  was o rg a n iz e d  in  J u ly  and 

g o t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  R ep u b lican s  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  

S h e r i f f  A le x a n d e r  Crow and C l in to n  Rogers  W oodruff, o f  t h e  

F i f t e e n t h  Ward and a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  M u n ic ip a l  League, a n o th e r  

re fo rm  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h i r d ,  a n o th e r  o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n  a a l l e d  th e  Honest Government P a r ty  was formed t o  

advance  t h e  can d id acy  o f  D r. Swallow in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h is  

p e r p l e x in g  s i t u a t i o n  caused  The Times t o  o b se rv e  t h a t :

"N ever b e f o r e  was P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o l i t i c s  so  co n fused  and

ja n g le d  and r e s u l t s  as  t o  s t a t e  and l o c a l  t i c k e t s  so d i f f i c u l t  
64t o  e s t i m a t e . "  In  th e  m eanw hile , t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R e p u b l i ­

c a n s ,  c o g n iz a n t  o f  th e  p reem inence  o f  t h e  i s s u e  o f  b o ss ism  

and c o r r u p t i o n ,  s a g a c io u s ly  ch o se  a t i c k e t  o f  "u n u su a l

^ 2The T im es, 9 O ctober  1 8 9 8 .

^ 3 l b i d . , 6 November 1 8 9 8 .

6i* I b i d . ,  9 O c to b er  1 8 9 8 .
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65c h a r a c t e r  and m e r i t , ” th u s  c o n fu s in g  and d i v id in g  th e  

v a r io u s  o p p o s i t i o n  s p l i n t e r  g ro u p s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e y  had 

a  u n i t e d  p a r t y  g o in g  i n t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  b e c a u se  t h e  M a r t in -  

P o r t e r  Combine and th e  Quay-Durham f a c t i o n  a g re e d  t o  b u ry  

t h e  h a t c h e t .  Hence, t h e  p a r t i e s  l i n e d  up a s  fo l lo w s  in  

t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign: t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  s u p p o r te d

S to n e ;  t h e  Democrats (b o th  f a c t i o n s )  s u p p o r te d  J e n k s ;  t h e  

P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  and Honest Government men, Swallow; w h i le  

t h e  C i t i z e n s '  and M u n ic ip a l  League p a r t i e s  c o n f in e d  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  t o  l o c a l  i s s u e s  and to o k  no o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  in  

t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e .

The m u n ic ip a l  s i t u a t i o n  was even more c h a o t i c .  In  t h e  

r a c e  f o r  s h e r i f f  a  f u s io n  was e f f e c t e d .  The r e g u l a r  (Ryan) 

D em ocrats nom inated  James M. B eck, H a r r i t y ' s  fo rm er  law 

p a r t n e r ,  who was a l s o  endorsed  by t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  and 

t h e  H onest Government p a r t y  b u t  n o t  by t h e  Gordon D em o cra ts .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  when t h e  c o u r t  r u le d  t h a t  th e  Gordon o r  

D e lah u n ty  Democrats were n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  p l a c e  on t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  b a l l o t ,  t h i s  group o f  d i s s i d e n t s  o p en ly  c u t
66Beck and s u p p o r te d  R o therm el,  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n ,  f o r  s h e r i f f .

W ith  th e  Dem ocrats h o p e l e s s ly  f ragm en ted  and t h e  Re­

p u b l i c a n s  h a p p i ly  u n i t e d ,  o n ly  gloomy p r o s p e c t s  f a c e d  th e  

m in o r i t y  p a r t y .  B u t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  o ld  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  

c o u ld  a g a in  be c o u n te d  as  D e m o c ra t ic .  McAleer won re n o m in a tio n

65 l b i d .

^ I b i d . , 6 November 1 8 9 8 .
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w ith  no o p p o s i t i o n  even though  some o f  t h e  Ryan p e o p le  d id  

n o t  l i k e  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  Judge Gordon. But McAleer 

a l s o  had  many f r i e n d s  among t h e  Ryan Democrats in  t h e  

d i s t r i c t .  H is i n t e r e s t  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  commerce and h i s  

ad v a n c in g  o f  t h e  League I s l a n d  Navy Yard p r o j e c t  a l s o  added 

t o  h i s  s t r e n g t h  and p r e s t i g e .  F i n a l l y ,  h i s  p e r s i s t e n t  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  b im e ta l l i s m  won f o r  him th e  c o n t in u e d  su p p o r t  

o f  t h e  b u s in e s s  community. He was a  bus inessm an  as  w e l l  as 

a p o l i t i c i a n  and had se rv e d  in  v a r io u s  e x e c u t iv e  c a p a c i t i e s  

i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Chamber o f  Commerce. In  th e  1896  

cam paign , f o r  exam ple, 119 R e p u b lic a n  businessm en who 

o p e r a te d  f i rm s  in  h i s  d i s t r i c t  c i r c u l a t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  c a l l i n g  

on t h e  R e p u b lic a n s  n o t t o  oppose him f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  C o n g ress .  

S in c e  McAleer won e a s i l y  in  1 8 9 6 , and c o n t in u e d  t o  s u p p o r t  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  com m ercial i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  R e p u b lican s  in  1898  

d e c id e d  no t t o  run a  c a n d id a te  a g a i n s t  h im , th u s  a s s u r i n g  

h i s  r e e l e c t i o n .  Even The T im es , w hich  had  long  been h o s t i l e  

t o  McAleer and Gordon f o r  t h e i r  d e a l s  w i th  Dave M a r t in ,  

commended McAleer in  1898  f o r  b e in g :  " th o ro u g h ly  sound on

t h e  h o n e s t  money i s s u e ,  and we would be g la d  t o  have a 

dozen s u c h  Dem ocrats e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  n e x t  C ongress  from t h i s  

S t a t e .

D e s p i t e  th e  f u s io n  e f f o r t  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  and th e  

i s s u e  o f  Quayism a t  th e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  t h e  Democrats s u f f e r e d  

t h e i r  w o rs t  d e f e a t  o f  th e  d ecade  in  th e  1898  cam paign. Beck

6? I b i d . ,  29 O c to b er  1 8 9 8 .
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l o s t  a s  t h e  D em ocra tic  f u s io n  c a n d id a te  by 132 ,000  t o  57 ,000

v o te s  and managed t o  c a r r y  o n ly  one w ard , t h e  s i x t h ,  by a

200 v o te  m a j o r i t y .  Jenks  p o l l e d  o n ly  tw e n ty - tw o  p e r  c e n t

o f  t h e  v o te  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  f a l l i n g  f o u r  p e r c e n ta g e  p o i n t s

b e h in d  Bryan i n  h i s  '96  cam paign. Swallow p la c e d  a  p o o r

t h i r d .  The c i t y  v o te  was:

(G overnor)  S to n e  (Rep.) 125,467
Jenks (D M .) 4 2 ,906
S w a llo w „( P r o . ) 2 2 ,242

J e n k s ,  l i k e  B eck, c a r r i e d  o n ly  th e  s i x t h  w ard . In  t h e  s t a t e ­

w ide c a n v ass  S to n e  p o l l e d  476 ,000  t o  J e n k s '  358 ,000  w h i le  

Swallow  p o l l e d  ab o u t  130 ,000  v o t e s .  I f  t h e  D em ocra tic  and 

P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  v o te  had been combined, M att Q u ay 's  c a n d id a te  

c o u ld  have  been  d e f e a t e d .  The Times lam ented  t h i s  f a c t  and 

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  Dem ocrats had run P a t t i s o n  th e y  co u ld  

have  r e p e a te d  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  1 8 9 0 . F o r  in  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  

"Democracy th e n  s to o d  f o r  h o n e s t  money, and f o r  h o n e s t

governm ent and f o r  an h o n e s t  b a l l o t  and t h e i r  c a n d id a te s
fsP ic l e a r l y  t y p i f i e d  t h e i r  f a i t h . "  C i ty  and S t a t e , how ever, 

d id  n o t  s e e  t h e  r e le v a n c e  o f  t h e  money i s s u e  a t  a l l  and made 

th e  d e p r e s s in g  o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  " .  . . i t  seems a s  though  

n o th in g  co u ld  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t  e x c e p t  t h e  s t r a n g e  a p a th y  and
69d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  p e o p le  f o r  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s . "

^ I b i d . , 10 November 1 8 9 8 .

6 9 c i t y  and S t a t e ,  17 November 189 8 , p .  3 0 5 .
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CHAPTER V

1900 : THE END OP DEMOCRATIC SUCCESS IN PHILADELPHIA

The d e a th  o f  R anda ll  in  1890 was a  tu r n in g  p o i n t  in  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  th e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  H is d e a th  

s i g n a l l e d  t h e  end o f  a  decade o f  hope f o r  a  s t r o n g  and 

v i t a l  m in o r i ty  p a r t y ,  a  p a r t y  t h a t  c o u ld  b o a s t  o f  th e  

s u p p o r t  o f  some o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  o u t s t a n d in g  f a m i l i e s .

The 1900 e l e c t i o n ,  t o o ,  was a t u r n i n g  p o i n t ,  b u t  i t  marked 

t h e  end o f  a decade o f  t u r b u l e n c e ,  p a r t y  sch ism , and d i s ­

c o r d .  B u t ,  t h e  9 0 ' s ,  d e p r e s s in g  as  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n ts  

w ere d u r in g  t h a t  decad e , s t i l l  had o c c a s io n a l  glim m ers o f  

hope f o r  t h e  D em ocrats.

In  t h e  1900 e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  hope o f  v i c t o r y  v a n i ’a h e d .

The d e f e a t  o f  McAleer in  1900, l i k e  th e  d e a th  o f  R a n d a ll  

i n  1 8 9 0 , b ro u g h t  to  a  c lo s e  t h e  end o f  an e r a .  When t h e  

s a f e ,  o ld  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t  l e f t  t h e  Democracy in  1900, 

i t  was t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  long  p e r io d  o f  decadence  f o r  t h e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

The p r e - e l e c t i o n  p o l i t i c a l  s ig n s  o f  1900, how ever, a l l  

p o in te d  t o  a  D em ocratic  r e s u r g e n c e .  W hile no s e r i o u s  Demo­

c r a t  e x p e c te d  t h e  m in o r i ty  p a r t y  t o  c a r r y  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  

B ry an ,  n o n e th e l e s s ,  t h e  Democrats e x p ec ted  t o  bounce back  

t o  become a p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Even t h e  f a c t i o n a l

131
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d i f f e r e n c e s  s u b s id e d  d u r in g  t h e  cam paign. The Gordon- 

McAleer f a c t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t ,  rem ained dormant and o f f e r e d  no 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  D onnelly-Ryan o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  which con­

t r o l l e d  t h e  p a r t y .  The m id-Septem ber p a r t y  p r i m a r i e s ,  

" p a s s e d  o f f  . . . a lm o s t  w i th o u t  a c o n f l i c t  betw een c a n d i ­

d a t e s , "  a  Times r e p o r t e r  o b s e rv e d . '1'

I d e o l o g i c a l  harmony and new spaper s u p p o r t  in  P h i l a ­

d e lp h ia  a l s o  a c c o u n te d  f o r  what a p p ea red  t o  be  renewed 

s t r e n g t h  f o r  t h e  D em ocra ts .  The s h o r t - l i v e d  J e f f e r s o n i a n  

movement o n ly  f u n c t io n e d  d u r in g  B r y a n 's  f i r s t  b a t t l e ,  and 

by 1900  t h e  Times e s t im a te d  t h a t  n in e ty  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e

g o ld  Dem ocrats p la n n e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o ld  p a r t y  t o  v o te
2

f o r  Bryan in  1900. The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record ( J e f f e r s o n ia n  

in  19 6 ) and The Times (McKinley in  '96 )  gave v ig o ro u s  

s u p p o r t  t o  Bryan and t h e  c i t y  D em ocratic  t i c k e t  th ro u g h o u t  

t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1 9 0 0 .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Democrats showed some s ig n  o f  g e t t i n g  on 

t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  re fo rm  i s s u e .  As t h e  h o t  i s s u e s  o f  

b a l l o t  re fo rm , f r a u d u l e n t  v o t in g  and th e  a l l e g e d  p e c u l a ­

t i o n s  o f  M att Quay became t h e  param ount s t a t e  i s s u e s ,  th e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  v o te  became a l l  t h e  more im p o r ta n t  in  1900. 

M att Quay, now an E x -S e a n a to r ,  fo u g h t h a rd  t o  g e t  h i s  

c a n d id a te s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  so t h a t  he c o u ld  go 

back  t o  W ash ing ton . Hence, t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ep u b lican

•*~The T im es, 18 S ep tem ber 1900.

2 I b i d . ,  7 O c to b e r  1900.
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m achine  made an a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  in  Q uay’s b e h a l f .  In  b o th  

t h e  c i t y  and t h e  s t a t e ,  th e  i s s u e  o f  Quayism c r e a t e d  n e a r  

ap o p le x y  among th e  " d e c e n t"  p e o p le  who pushed f o r  re fo rm .

The Dem ocrats in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c a p i t a l i z e d  on t h i s  a n t i -  

Quay s e n t im e n t  and e f f e c t e d  a  f u s io n  w i th  t h e  re fo rm e rs  on 

t h e  c i t y  t i c k e t .  T hus, u n d e r  t h e s e  f a v o ra b le  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  

Dem ocrats  s t a r t e d  th e  1900 cam paign .

A. The Second Bryan Campaign

I n  e a r l y  J u ly  t h e  n a t i o n ’s Dem ocrats convened a t  

Kansas C i t y ,  a d o p te d  a  p l a t f o r m ,  nom inated  Bryan by 

a c c la m a t io n  and began t h e i r  second  e n t h u s i a s t i c  campaign 

f o r  t h e  famous Commoner o f  N e b rask a .  The P h i l a d e lp h i a n s  

who a t t e n d e d  t h a t  c o n v e n tio n  gave  t h e i r  s o l i d  s u p p o r t  t o  

Bryan th o g g h  th e y  opposed t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  16 t o  1 p la n k  

in  t h e  1900 p l a t f o r m .  T h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  was n o t ,  how ever, 

h o s t i l e .  When th e  com m ittee on r e s o l u t i o n s  recommended t h e  

16 t o  1 p l a n k ,  b u t  p la c e d  i t  i n  a  s u b o r d in a t e  p o s i t i o n  

u n d e r  t h e  p la n k s  condemning im p e r i a l i s m ,  t r u s t s  and m i l i t a r ­

ism , t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e l e g a t e s  fo l lo w e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  

w i th o u t  d i s s e n t .  Nine o f  t h e  e le v e n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats

who v o te d  a g a i n s t  16 t o  1 a t  t h e  s t a t e  caucus  in c lu d e d
■a

P a t t i s o n ,  Ryan and D o n n e lly .  The su b se q u e n t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  

b o th  t h e  p l a t f o r m  and th e  nominee by a c c la m a t io n  meant t h a t  

t h e  p a r t y  would e n t e r  t h e  c o n t e s t  u n i t e d ,  and n o t  d iv id e d  as  

i t  was i n  1 8 9 6 . S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e l e g a t e s

^ i b i d . , 6 J u ly  1900.
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r e tu r n e d  from K ansas C i ty ,  th e  D em ocratic  C i ty  Committee met 

and gav e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  endorsem ent t o  Bryan and th e  p l a t f o r m .  

R e s o lu t io n s  were p a s s e d  commedding th e  work o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  

and s u p p o r t in g  t h e  p l a t f o r m .  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats  d id  

n o t  even m en tion  t h e  s i l v e r  p la n k  b u t  th e y  d id  d e c l a r e  t h a t  

t h e  param ount i s s u e s  were " im p e r ia l i s m "  and " t h e  p r e s e r v a ­

t i o n  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  form  o f  governm ent and a  r e p u b l i c  

as  g g a i n s t  an e m p i re ." ^  Thus th e  p a r t y  w is e ly  a v o id e d  th e  

m o n e ta ry  i s s u e .

Even though  t h e  Bryan movement o f  1900 t r i e d  t o  be  more 

p a l a t a b l e  t o  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  by s t r e s s i n g  " im p e r ia l i s m "  

as  t h e  c h i e f  i s s u e ,  many s t i l l  g o t  t h e  J i t t e r s  o v e r  t h e  

second  Bryan c a n d id a c y .  The r e s p e c t a b l e  P u b l i c  L ed g er  was 

f r i g h t e n e d  more by t h e  1900  campaign th a n  t h e  '96  campaign 

and r e v e a l e d  i t s  f e a r  in  an e d i t o r i a l  condemning th e  

a c t i o n  a t  Kansas C i ty :

At Chicago in  189 6 , even though  th e  c o n v e n t io n  
was sw ept o f f  i t s  f e e t  by a S o c i a l i s t  o u t ­
b u r s t  o f  f r e n z y ,  t h e r e  were p r e s e n t ,  t r i e d  
and a b l e  s ta te s m e n  and s a f e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  Demo­
c r a t s .  The Kansas C i ty  co n v en tio n  was a  mob o f  
e r r a t i c  u n t ru s tw o r th y  and dangerous  men. I t  was 
more th a n  t h a t .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s i n g u l a r l y  
o b s t i n a t e  and p e r v e r s e  c ran k s  who i n s i s t e d  upon 
r e v i s i n g  t h e  16 t o  1 s h ib b o l e t h  t h e  n e x t  most 
im p o r ta n t  e lem en t was th e  m align  Tammany H a l l  
c o n t i n g e n t .  . . .  5

James M. Beck, U n ite d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y  and 

fo rm er  law  p a r t n e r  o f  W ill iam  P. H a r r i t y ,  was a l s o  u p s e t  by

^ I b i d . , 13 J u ly  1900.

^ P u b l ic  L edger  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  7 J u ly  1900.
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t h e  Kansas C i ty  c o n v e n t io n  and announced h i s  p la n  t o  j o i n

t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s :

I  have n o t  l e f t  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  f o r  
t h e r e  i s  none t o  l e a v e .  I t  d ie d  an u n n a t u r a l  
d e a th  in  Chicago in  18 9 6 , s l a i n  by a  P o p u l i s t  
o r a t o r  from N eb rask a , a id e d  by an A l tg e ld  and 
a  C ro k e r ,  and w h i le  th e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  to d a y  
u sed  th e  te rm  "D e m o c ra t ic ,"  i t  has  n o th in g  
in  common w i t h . t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  o f  
J e f f e r s o n ,  Jackson  and C le v e la n d ,  o

Most g o ld  D em ocra ts ,  how ever, q u i e t l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y

and s u p p o r te d  Bryan in  1900. The N a t io n a l  (Gold) Democrats

a s sem b led  i n  co n v e n t io n  a t  I n d i a n a p o l i s  a f t e r  t h e  r e g u l a r s

met a t  K ansas C i ty .  The g o ld  men, in  e f f e c t ,  v o te d  t o  go

o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  They f i r s t  r e a f f i r m e d  th e  g o ld  s ta n d a r d

and th e n  p ro ceed ed  t o  e n d o rse  Bryan b e c a u se  th e y  viewed
7im p e r ia l i s m  a s  th e  param ount i s s u e .  Of t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

g o ld  D em ocrats  o n ly  Beck made a  d ra m a t ic  c o n v e r s io n  t o  t h e  

R e p u b l ic a n s ,  and he  c o u ld  n o t be c l a s s i f i e d  a l e a d in g  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  D em ocrat.

B. The A nti-Q uay  Movement

The s t a t e - w i d e  a n t i -Q u a y  f u s io n  movement o f  1900 made 

D em ocra tic  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  v i c t o r y  b r i g h t .  The c h i e f  aim  o f  

t h e  movement was t o  u f s e  Democrats and in d e p e n d e n t  R e p u b l i ­

can s  in  key  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  in  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  Quay 

from g a in in g  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  W hile  th e  g e n e r a l  

f u s io n  movement fo c u se d  on s t a t e  p o l i t i c s  and t h e  c o r r u p t i o n

6 I b i d . ,  12 J u ly  1900.

7 I b i d . ,  27 J u ly  1900.
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i s s u e ,  i t  a l s o  a id e d  t h e  Democrats in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and e l s e ­

where in  th e  s t a t e  b ecau se  o f  th e  n e c e s s a ry  r o l e  th e y  p la y e d  

in  e f f e c t i n g  f u s io n .  The T im es, a s u p p o r t e r  o f  f u s io n ,  

s t a t e d :  "The Democrats have e v e ry th in g  t o  g a in  by g iv in g

h e a r ty  and e a r n e s t  s u p p o r t  t o  th e  F u s io n  movement in  ev e ry  

coun ty  in  t h e  S t a t e  where m achine l e a d e r s h i p  dom ina tes  in
Q

t h e  c h o ic e  o f  c a n d id a t e s . "

In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t h e  fu s io n  movement made en co u rag in g  

p r o g r e s s .  C i ty  Chairman D onnelly  in  l a t e  Septem ber began 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i th  a n t i -m a c h in e  R ep u b lican s  t o  e f f e c t  

fu s io n  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  nominees and f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f f i c e s  o f  

T r e a s u r e r  and R e g i s t e r  o f  W i l l s .  N a t io n a l  Committeeman 

G uffey  added h i s  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  p la n  when he v i s i t e d
Q

D onnelly  in  S ep tem ber.

On 25 Sep tem ber t h e  fu s io n  c a n d id a te s  were announced. 

The D em ocra ts ,  in d ep en d en t  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  and M u n ic ip a l  

League fu se d  in  most o f  th e  c o n t e s t s  f o r  th e  S t a t e  S e n a te  

and S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  in  th e  c i t y .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  Democrat F ran k  A. H a r t r a n f t  g o t  th e  endorsem ent 

as  c a n d id a te  f o r  C i ty  T r e a s u r e r ,  and G. H arry  D av is ,  a  

R e p u b lic a n ,  was en d o rsed  by a l l  t h r e e  groups f o r  R e g i s t e r  

o f  W i l l s .

On .1 O c to b e r  t h e  Bryan movement g o t  a  b o o s t  in  P h i l a ­

d e lp h ia  when The Times announced i t s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  th e

®The Tim es, 12 August 1900.

^ I b i d . , 21 Septem ber 1900.
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Commoner*. The T im e s ' new p u b l i s h e r ,  C h a r le s  K ind red ,

bought t h e  p a p e r  from A lex an d er  McClure in  1899 b u t  r e t a i n e d

McClure a s  e d i t o r . 10 When The Times came o u t  f o r  Bryan i t

a l s o  d e c l a r e d  i t s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  be a  D em ocra tic  r a t h e r  th an

an in d e p e n d e n t  j o u r n a l .  In  a  long  e d i t o r i a l  The Times

r e c o u n te d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  o f  McKinley in  18 9 6 , rued

t h a t  d e c i s io n  and c o n fe s s e d :  " I t  i s  r e p e n te d  and r e c a n t e d . ”

The a u t h o r  c a r e f u l l y  av o id ed  th e  16 t o  1 i s s u e  b u t  hammered

a t  im p e r ia l i s m ,  t h e  t r u s t s  and c e n t r a l i s m  in  government as

t h e  key  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  cam paign:

Im p e r ia l i s m  and m i l i t a r i s m  a r e  th e  n a t u r a l  
o u tg ro w th  o f  com m ercia lism  in  p o l i t i c s ,  o f  t h e  
pow er o f  t h e  few o v e r  t h e  many, th e  e l e v a t i o n  
o f  money above mankind, w i th  a l l  t h e  system  o f  
s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  and c o r r u p t  c o n t r o l  t h a t  
t h e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  s in c e  t h e  c i v i l  w ar has 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  f o s t e r e d .  11

The Times p ro b a b ly  d id  more t o  prom ote Bryan in  P h i l a ­

d e lp h i a  th a n  any o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  th e  c i t y .  I t  

advanced  a  co n v in c in g  argum ent t h a t  B ryan ism  s to o d  f o r  a  

p u re  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  e i g h te e n th  

c e n tu r y  t h e o r i s t s  who framed th e  B i l l  o f  R ig h ts .  Hence, 

t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  were th e  h e r e t i c s  w h i le  t h e  Bryan Democrats 

w ere t h e  t r u e  sons  o f  t h e  E n l ig h te n m e n t  who fo u g h t r e l e n t ­

l e s s l y  a g a i n s t  p r i v i l e g e  and th e  com m ercial e l i t e .  Thus 

The Times quo ted  from Bryan when he spoke a t  Winona,

• ^ F o r  an a c co u n t  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  The Times by A lex an d e r  
McClure t o  C h a r le s  K indred s e e  A. K. McClure, Old Time N otes  
o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia , V o l .  I I ,  p .  406.

11The Tim es, 1 O ctober  1900.
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M in n e so ta ,  on 2 O c to b e r :  WI  c a r e  n o t  w h e th e r  a  t r u s t  i s

good o r  b a d .  I  h a t e  a  p r i v a t e  m onopoly ."  I t  added th e

fo l lo w in g  e d i t o r i a l  comment:

H ate  i s  a  s t r o n g  word, b u t  i t  i s . o n e  e a s i l y  
u n d e r s to o d ,  d o e s n ' t  adm it  o f  compromise, and 
e x a c t l y  f i t s  t h e  c a s e .  . . . H a t in g  a 
monopoly and s t r i v i n g  t o  g iv e  ev e ry  man an 
e q u a l  chance  i n  l i f e  can n o t t r u t h f u l l y  be  
c a l l e d  a r r a y i n g  c l a s s  a g a i n s t  c l a s s .  T r u s t s  
and m onopo lies  a r e  t h e  p r o l i f i c  b r e e d e r s  o f  
c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  T h e i r  d e s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  
f u r n i s h  th e  m ost com ple te  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  th e  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h i s  c o u n t ry  i n t o  
f ix e d  and w e l l - d e f i n e d  c l a s s e s .  . . .  Mr.
Bryan has  u sed  e x a c t l y  t h e  r i g h t  word in  
d e f i n in g  h i s  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  t h e  t r u s t s  t h a t  
s e e k  t o  make t h e  few enorm ously  r i c h  and th e  
many hew ers o f  wood and d raw ers  o f  w a te r .  12

The Times th ro u g h o u t  t h e  campaign c o n t in u e d  t o  advance

th e  Bryan c a u s e .  D uring  f i n a l  ph ase  o f  t h e  c a n v a s s ,  i t

f e a t u r e d  e s sa y s  by ¥ .  Bourke C ockran , t h e  New York g o ld

Democrat who e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  en d o rsed  Bryan in  1900, and

John P e t e r  A l t g e l d ,  t h e  Bryan a d v o c a te  o f  1896  and 1900.

Cockran , a  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  saw in  Bryan in  1900 a  t r u e

e x p re s s io n  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  m a n i fe s te d  in

h i s  ( B ry a n 's )  r e sp o n s e  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  im p e r ia l i s m .  Cockran

s a id :

O u ts id e  o f  t h e  naked f a c t  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  to o k  
t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e r e  i s  no re sem b lan ce  betw een th e  
two p o l i c i e s . On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  in  ev e ry  e lem en t 
t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  them t h e r e  i s  a  r a d i c a l  and 
i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e .  J e f f e r s o n  to o k  
t e r r i t o r y  t o  a v o id  w ar .  McKinley i s  making 
war t o  t a k e  t e r r i t o r y .  J e f f e r s o n  to o k  con­
t i g u o u s  t e r r i t o r y  t o  do j u s t i c e  and a v o id  th e

^2 I b i d . ,  4 O c to b e r  1900.
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p r o v o c a t io n  o f  war in  th e  f u t u r e .  McKinley i s  
t a k i n g  rem ote  t e r r i t o r y ,  w hich  i f  he su c c e e d s  in  
s u b d u in g  w i l l  c a u se  f u t u r e  c o n t e s t s  w i th o u t  
num ber. 13

Cockran c o n c lu d e d  by j u s t i f y i n g  J e f f e r s o n i a n  expans ion  

b e c a u se  i t  c a r r i e d  w i th  i t  an e x te n s io n  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

governm ent t o  t h e  annexed la n d  w hereas  t h e  McKinley 

e x p a n s io n  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  s ta t e h o o d  f o r  t h e  annexed t e r r i ­

t o r i e s  .

A l t g e l d ,  in  a  c o m p ass io n a te  p l e a ,  u rg ed  a  b ig  v o te  f o r  

B ryan  b e c a u s e  he  s to o d  f o r  t h e  p e o p le  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r u s t s  

and m o n o p o l ie s .  A l tg e ld  a g a in  d e m o n s tra te d  h i s  f i d e l i t y  

t o  B r y a n 's  c a u s e  in  1900 a s  he  had in  1896  when he  rem inded 

h i s  r e a d e r s :  " . . .  t h a t  amid a l l  th e  - /S r l l i f i c a t i o n ,  amid

a l l  t h e  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  no man h as  y e t  a r i s e n  who had 

t h e  h a rd ih o o d  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  t r u s t s  and th e  s y n d ic a te s  

c o u ld  c o n t r o l  W il l ia m  J .  B ry a n . ’1 A l tg e ld  co n c lu d ed  h i s  

i n s p i r a t i o n a l  ho m ily  when he g r a p h i c a l l y  d e p ic te d  th e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  open t o  t h e  p e o p le  i n  B r y a n 's  second g r e a t  

b a t t l e :

Two ways l i e  open b e f o r e  y o u ,  one le a d in g  to  
an e v e r  low er and lo w er  p l a i n ,  where a r e  h e a rd  
t h e  c r i e s  o f  d e s p a i r  and th e  c u r s e s  o f  th e  
p o o r ,  where mankind s h r i v e l s  and p o s s e s s io n  
r o t s  down t h e  p o s s e s s o r ;  t h e  o t h e r  l e a d in g  o f f  
t o  t h e  h ig h la n d s  o f  t h e  m orn ing , where a r e  
h e a r d  t h e  g l a d  s h o u ts  o f  h u m an ity ,  and where 
h o n e s t  e f f o r t  i s  rew arded w i th  im m o r ta l i ty .
As you  sow, you s h a l l  r e a p .  14

13 rh e  T im es , 24 O c to b e r  1900. 

l 4 I b i d .
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Bryan v i s i t e d  P h i l a d e l p h i a  on 25 O c to b e r ,  and a d d re s s e d  

a th ro n g  l a r g e r  and more e n t h u s i a s t i c  th a n  h i s  1896  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  a u d ie n c e .  Again The Times p la y e d  a  m a jo r  r o l e  in  

t h e  Bryan cam paign, n o t  o n ly  by p ro m o tio n  and c o v e ra g e  o f  

t h e  sp e e c h ,  b u t by h e lp in g  w i th  t h e  a rra n g e m e n ts  f o r  B r y a n 's  

v i s i t . - A f t e r  Bryan a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Broad S t r e e t  S t a t i o n ,  h i s  

p r o c e s s i o n  went t o  The Times b u i l d i n g  a t  8 t h  and C h e s tn u t  

S t r e e t s .  A f t e r  m e e tin g  p r i v a t e l y  w i th  C h a r le s  K in d re d ,  

p u b l i s h e r  o f  The T im es , A lex an d e r  M cClure, H e rb e r t  W elsh, 

C h a r l i e  D o n n e lly  and Tommy Ryan, t h e  N ebraskan  spoke  t o  a 

mob o f  p e o p le  who jammed t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  C h e s tn u t  and  8t h .

From t h e  b a lc o n y  o f  The Times b u i l d i n g  in  a sp e e c h  d e a l in g  

w i th  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  p rob lem s o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  Bryan d e c l a r e d :  

"The R e p u b lic a n  p a r t y  s t a n d s  to d a y  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  d e s p o t is m  

h e r e  and f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d e s p o t is m  in  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s .  

(A pp lause)  Our p a r t y  s t a n d s  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  in d ep en d en ce  

and f o r  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e . " ^  Bryan went on 

t o  a t t a c k  s y n d ic a te s  and t r u s t s  b u t  c o m p le te ly  a v o id e d  t h e  

16 t o  1 i s s u e .  From The Times b u i l d i n g  B ryan  and h i s  p a r t y  

p a ra d e d  t o  S o c i e ty  H i l l ,  w here he a g a in  spo k e  b e f o r e  b o a rd in g  

a  f e r r y  t o  go o v e r  t o  Camden.

The T im e s1 f l a w le s s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  f a i r ­

n e s s ,  o b j e c t i v i t y  and a c c u ra c y  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  g o t  a  j o l t  as  

t h e  campaign came t o  a  c l o s e .  On 30 O c to b e r  a  f r o n t  page 

h e a d l i n e  s t o r y  e n t i t l e d :  "LANDSLIDE FOR BRYAN, SAYS FORMER

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND" cau sed  a  p o l i t i c a l  s e n s a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  in

• ^ I b i d . , 26  O c to b e r  1900.
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P h i l a d e l p h i a  bu t th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n .  A " s p e c i a l  c o r r e s ­

pon d en t"  who s ig n e d  h i s  i n i t i a l s  R . J . B . ,  l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  

a s  R. J .  B la c k ,  r e p o r te d  t h a t  C lev e lan d  t o l d  him in  a  

p r i v a t e  in te r v i e w :  "My young man, you w i l l  s e e  a  l a n d s l i d e

f o r  Bryan t h e  m orning a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Of t h a t  I  am 
l 6c o n f i d e n t . "  C lev e lan d  im m ed ia te ly  i s s u e d  a  d e n i a l ,  b u t

B la c k  made a  d e p o s i t io n  b e f o re  a  P h i l a d e lp h ia  m a g i s t r a t e

a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  he had th e  in t e rv ie w  w ith  C lev e lan d  and t h a t
17t h e  acco u n t  in  The Times was a c c u r a t e .  No doubt C lev e lan d  

was r i g h t  b e cau se  he had long  opposed Bryan and d id  n o t  

change h i s  mind in  1900. F u r th e r ,  R. J .  B la c k ,  an a d v e n tu r e r ,  

had  no c o n n e c t io n  w i th  The Times o r  any o t h e r  p a p e r  f o r  t h a t  

m a t t e r .  He walked i n t o  The Times o f f i c e  w i th  h i s  s t o r y  on a 

day t h a t  McClure happened t o  be o u t  o f  th e  o f f i c e .  The 

a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  sh o u ld  have checked th e  v e r a c i t y  o f  th e  

f a c t s  b e f o r e  runn ing  th e  s t o r y ,  b u t  th e  whole acco u n t was 

to o  J u ic y  t o  be tu rn e d  down.

C. M cA lee r 's  F ig h t  f o r  R e e le c t io n

As t h e  n a t i o n a l  campaign p ro g re s s e d ,  McAleer conducted  

a s t r e n u o u s  r e e l e c t i o n  canvass  in  t h e  T h ird  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

d i s t r i c t .  The Democrats r e a l i z e d  th e  h o p e le s s n e s s  o f  th e  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  c o n t e s t s  in  t h e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  b u t n a t u r a l l y  

w ere o p t i m i s t i c  ab o u t M cA leer 's  r e e l e c t i o n  d r i v e .  The Times

l 6 I b i d . ,  30 O ctober  1900.

^ R o b e r t  McElroy, G rover C le v e la n d , t h e  Man and th e  
S ta te sm a n ,  Volume I I ,  pp . 297-299-
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o b se rv ed  t h a t  t h e  D em ocra tic  " C o n g re s s io n a l  c o n v e n t io n s  were

p e r f u n c to r y  a f f a i r s ,  d e l e g a t e s  and c a n d id a te s  b e in g  f u l l y

aware t h a t ,  e x c e p t  in  t h e  c a se  o f  t h e  T h i rd  D i s t r i c t ,
„ l 8D em ocra tic  s u c c e s s  i s  n e i t h e r  p ro b a b le  n o r  p o s s i b l e .

However, McAleer soon r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he would have t o  f i g h t

h a rd  t o  keep h i s  s e a t .  The R ep u b lican s  nom inated  Henry

B urk , a  l e a t h e r  m a n u fa c tu re r ;  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  n o m in a tio n ,

Mayor A sh b rid g e  announced t h a t  th e  R e p u b lic a n s  s im p ly  had
19t o  c a r r y  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  f o r  B urk . The Times c a l l e d

f o r  t h e  r e e l e c t i o n  o f  M cAleer, who s e rv e d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f

th e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  and c r i t i c i z e d  A shbridge  f o r

h i s  p la n  t o  u se  " . . .  a l l  t h e  m ach inery  and a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

power o f  t h e  c i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  . . .  t o  d e f e a t  Mr. McAleer
20

and e l e c t  Mr. B u rk ."

At a mass r a l l y  a t  K e l l y ' s  H a l l ,  8 t h  and C h r i s t i a n  

S t r e e t s ,  on 27 O c to b e r ,  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  McAleer ch ee red  

t h e i r  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a t e .  The Democrats o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  

f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w ere u n i t e d  f o r  t h i s  f i g h t .  Ex-G overnor R obert 

E. P a t t i s o n  gave a  ro u s in g  sp eech  and o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  p r e ­

d i c t e d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Bryan and M cAleer. Over a  th o u san d  

p e o p le  Jammed t h e  h a l l  t o  h e a r  P a t t i s o n ,  Sam R a n d a l l ,  J r . ,  

Matthew D ittm an n , Tommy Ryan and McAleer a l l  sp eak  e n th u ­

s i a s t i c a l l y  o f  v i c t o r y .  McAleer jabbed  a t  A shbridge  and

l8 The T im es, 21 S ep tem ber 1900.

19 l b i d . .

20 I b i d . ,  11 O c to b er  1900.
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s a i d :  " I  sometimes wonder who my c o m p e t i to r  i s .  I  a lw ays
21h e a r  o f  t h e  Mayor and b u t  seldom  o f  Mr. B u rk ."  A few

days l a t e r  McAleer a d d re s s e d  a n o th e r  r a l l y ,  t h i s  t im e  a t

t h e  M annerchor H a l l  a t  6 t h  and V in e ,  and e x p re s se d  o p tim ism

in  t h e  c o n t e s t .  B oth  D onnelly  and Ryan spoke and u rg ed  a
22s o l i d  v o te  f o r  Bryan and M cAleer. A t h i r d  r a l l y  co n d u c ted  

in  M atthew D it tm a n n 's  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t  K eystone 

H a l l ,  3 rd  and G i r a r d ,  b ro u g h t  a n o th e r  f u l l  h o u se ,  o v e r  a 

th o u sa n d  p e r s o n s  c h e e r in g  and h a i l i n g  M cAleer. The l a s t  

r a l l y  f o r  McAleer d u r in g  t h e  1900 campaign to o k  p l a c e  on 

4 November, a t  S ta n d a rd  H a l l ,  4 th  and B a in b r id g e ,  where 

o v e r  a  th o u sa n d  Jews h a i l e d  t h e i r  congressm an. When McAleer 

l i k e n e d  t h e  d e s p o t i c  p o l i c i e s  o f  Mayor A shbridge  t o  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  C zar  o f  R u s s ia ,  he b ro u g h t  t h e  house  down. Rabbi 

L ow enthal o f  t h e  Sons o f  Jacob  c o n g re g a t io n  a t  3 rd  and 

B a in b r id g e  made what he c a l l e d  h i s  f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  sp eech  

when he u rg ed  h i s  f e l lo w  Hebrews t o  v o te  f o r  McAleer.

H ence, a l l  looked  w e l l  in  th e  s a f e ,  o ld  R an d a ll  d i s t r i c t  

f o r  t h e  D em ocra ts .

W hile t h e  Democrats worked f o r  t h e  su c c e ss  o f  Bryan in  

t h e  c i t y  and f o r  McAleer in  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  

Quayism v s .  re fo rm  o ccup ied  a  m a jo r  p l a c e  in  .the e l e c t i o n  o f  

19OO. The f u s i o n i s t s  h e ld  r a l l i e s  and t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  in d e p e n d e n ts  so  t h a t  a n t i -m a c h in e  men would

21I b i d . ,  27 O ctober  1900.

22I b i d . ,  31 O c to b e r ,  1900.
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be e l e c t e d  to  m u n ic ip a l  o f f i c e s  and a n t i -Q u a y  men t o  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  The f u s i o n i s t s  r a l l i e d  a t  L i t e r a r y  H a l l  in  

Germantown d u r in g  t h e  c lo s in g  days  o f  t h e  campaign and 

l i s t e n e d  t o  sp e e c h e s  denouncing  “L i t t l e  C aesa r"  A shbridge  

and "B oss"  Quay. But M att Quay d id  n o t  rem ain i n a c t i v e  

d u r in g  t h e s e  a s s a u l t s .  F o r  th e  f i r s t  and o n ly  t im e  in  h i s  

e n t i r e  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ,  he to o k  t o  t h e  stump and campaigned 

th ro u g h o u t  th e  s t a t e  f o r  a  s t r o n g  R ep u b lican  v o te  f o r  p r e s i ­

d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r s ,  congressm en and l e g i s l a t o r s  who co u ld  

e l e c t  him t o  f i l l  h i s  own u n e x p ire d  te rm  in  t h e  S e n a te .

The odds w ere a g a i n s t  Quay. Y e t ,  he  r e f u s e d  t o  g iv e  

up and fo u g h t  w i th  a  t e n a c i t y  t h a t  amazed h i s  enem ies and 

g r a t i f i e d  h i s  f r i e n d s .  His sp eech es  w ere u n iq u e  in  t h a t  

no o t h e r  p o l i t i c i a n  o f  t h a t  day spoke  w i th  so  p o e t i c  a 

s t y l e  and  was s o  f a c i l e  w i th  c l a s s i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  In  

h i s  w hole  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  he chose  t o  be  s i l e n t ,  n o t  

l o q u a c io u s .  B u t in  1900 he fo u g h t  l i k e  a  b e a r  t o  r e g a in  

h i s  s e a t  in  t h e  S e n a t e . Most o f  t h e  p a p e r s  opposed him .

His c h i e f  o p p o n e n t ,  “P io u s “ John Wanamaker, s p a re d  no expense  

in  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  send  M att Quay t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  g r a v e .

Quay co n c lu d ed  h i s  campaign in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  on 3 November 

when he  summ arized t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  campaign b o th  

f o r  t h e  n a t i o n  and t h e  s t a t e .  About Bryan he  s a i d :

Mr. Bryan i s  c o u ra g e o u s ,  b r a i n y ,  and e lo q u e n t .
He i s  s i n c e r e  t o  t h e  v e rg e  o f  f a n a t i c i s m .  He 
i s  h o n e s t .  I t  i s  i m p o l i t i c  f o l l y  t o  deny h i s  
a b i l i t y ,  t o  c h a rg e  him w i th  c o r r u p t  m o tiv e s  
w i t h  t h e  s i l v e r  p la n k  o f  t h e  Bryan p a r t y .  But
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h i s  c o n v ic t io n s  a r e  a t  war w i th  t h e  American 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  th o u g h t  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  23

Quay c o n t in u e d  by p o in t in g  o u t t h a t  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s  o f  t h e

campaign were p r o t e c t i o n  v s .  f r e e  t r a d e  and sound c u r re n c y

v s .  s i l v e r .  He th e n  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s t a t e  i s s u e  and t h e

e l e c t i o n  o f  a U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e n a to r ,  and condemned t h e

f u s i o n i s t s :  "They have no argum ent e x c e p t  p e r s o n a l  d e t r a c t i o n

and f a l s i f i c a t i o n  and wanton d e f i l e m e n t  o f  th e  f a i r  name o f

t h e  g r e a t  s t a t e  which g iv e s  them s h e l t e r .  They h av e  in
i .24common o n ly  p e r s o n a l  m a l ic e  and c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  m i s e r i e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  Quay lau n ch ed  i n t o  an a t t a c k  on th e  p a p e r s  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  and th e  c o m p l ic i ty  o f  " P io u s"  John Wanamaker.

He had cam paigned th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  and t h i s  was h i s  

l a s t  a d d r e s s .  He d em o n s tra te d  re m a rk a b le  r e s t r a i n t  in  a l l  

h i s  s p e e c h e s  w h i l e  th e  p a p e rs  c o n t in u e d  t o  c r u c i f y  h im .

Then in  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  p a ra g ra p h s  o f  h i s  l a s t  s p e e c h ,  he 

h u r le d  a  r e j o i n d e r  t h a t  th e y  would n o t q u ic k ly  f o r g e t :

W ithou t th e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  th e y  a r e  h e l p ­
l e s s ,  even w i th  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  f i v e  suborned  news­
p a p e r s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a — t h e  P r e s s , t h e  T im e s . t h e  
R e c o rd , t h e  Ledger and t h e  Evening  T e le g r a p h . I  
h av e  no d e s i r e  t o  f l u t t e r  t h e  c o te  o f  t h e s e  
s o i l e d  doves o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  j o u r n a l i s m .  I t  i s  
s c a r c e l y  n e c e s s a ry  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
t h i s  a u d ie n c e  t o  t h e  a b s o lu t e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  t h e i r  
u t t e r a n c e s ,  and t h e i r  co m p le te  s e r v i l i t y  t o  one 
man and one i n f l u e n c e .  They w ire  in  and w i r e  o u t  
a t  t h e  h e e l  o f  t h e i r  charm er,  everyw here  s lo b b e r i n g

2% a t th e w  S ta n le y  Quay, P e n n s y lv a n ia  P o l i t i c s ,  p p .  169-
1 7 0 .

24 I b i d . ,  p .  1 8 2 .
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venom in  t h e i r  s l o t .  They a r e
"F iv e  s o u ls  w i th  b u t  a  s i n g l e  th o u g h t ,

F iv e  h e a r t s  t h a t  b e a t  as  o n e .”
I f  ” t h e  h e a r t  o f  th e  a n g e l  I s r a f i l  i s  a  l u t e , "  
a s  A rab ian  le g e n d  d a y s ,  th e  h e a r t  o f  each  o f  them
i s  t h e  d o l l a r ,  and th e  s i n g l e  th o u g h t  o f  a l l  t h e
f u l l - p a g e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  Of one o f  them— in  
r u r a l  P e n n sy lv a n ia  when in te n d in g  t o  convey t h e  
id e a  o f  a b s o lu t e  m endac ity --w e  s a y  o f  a  man:
"He l i e s  l i k e  t h e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  P r e s s ."

You must pardon  th e  c o a r s e n e s s  o f  t h e  quo­
t a t i o n .  I t  i s  th e  t r u t h  g iv en  in  t h e  p l a i n  v e rn a c u ­
l a r  o f  h o n e s t  o ld  Horace G re e le y .  25

Throughout th e  campaign th e  Democrats r e a l i z e d  t h a t

th e y  c o u ld  n o t c a r r y  th e  c i t y  f o r  B ryan , b u t  th e y  hoped to

be a b l e  t o  p o l l  80 ,000  v o te s  f o r  h i m . ^  B oth  th e  s t a t e  and

th e  c i t y  w ere  e a r l y  conceded to  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  b u t  th e

Dem ocrats hoped t o  t u r n  th e  c o m e r  t o  s t a r t  t h a t  long

jo u rn e y  b a c k  t o  becoming an im p o r ta n t  and p o w erfu l  f o r c e  in

P h i l a d e l p h i a  p o l i t i c s .  The added s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  f u s i o n i s t s

even h e lp e d  i n f l a t e  D em ocratic h o p e s .

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1900 e l e c t i o n s  on ly  confirm ed  th e

w o rs t  f e a r s  o f  th e  P h i l a d e lp h ia  D em ocrats . Bryan d id  worse

in  t h i s  campaign th a n  th e  l a s t ,  p o l l i n g  o n ly  5 8 ,0 0 0  v o te s

t o  M cK in ley 's  17 4 ,0 0 0 . Again, he o n ly  c a r r i e d  one ward:

Tommy R y a n 's  S i x t h .  The f u s i o n i s t  c a n d id a te s  f o r  c i t y

o f f i c e s  w ent down t o  d e f e a t  by p l u r a l i t i e s  o f  ab o u t  5 0 ,0 0 0

v o t e s .  In  6n ly  one l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  c i t y  d id

t h e  f u s io n  c a n d id a te  w in. But th e  b i g g e s t  blow t o  th e

Democracy o c c u r re d  i n  th e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t ,  where McAleer l o s t

2 5 I b i d . ,  p p .  182 - 1 8 3 .

2 ^The Tim es, 4 O ctober  1900.
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h i s  s e a t  by 1 ,3 0 0  v o te s  in  an e l e c t i o n  r e p l e t e  w i th  i r r e g u ­

l a r i t i e s .  He managed t o  c a r r y  o n ly  t h e  s i x t h  and s e v e n ­

t e e n t h  w ard s .  The f r a u d u le n t  v o t in g  and th e  u se  o f  t h e  

p o l i c e  f o r  p a r t i s a n  p u rp o ses  by th e  mayor i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  M cA leer 's  d e f e a t .  McAleer a t  f i r s t  d e c id e d  

t o  c o n t e s t  th e  e l e c t i o n  b u t  l a t e r  w ithdrew  and e v e n t u a l l y  

r e t i r e d  from p o l i t i c s .  The l o s s  o f  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  t o  

an a l l - o u t  R ep u b lican  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  second g r e a t  t u r n i n g  

p o i n t  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocratic  p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  

G lev e lan d -B ry an  e r a .  N eed less  t o  s a y ,  M att Quay g o t enough 

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e a t s  t o  a s s u r e  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S e n a te .
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CHAPTER VI 

THE POLITICS OP DECADENCE

A f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  1900, w hich ended a  f u l l  d ecad e  o f  

t u r b u le n c e  f o r  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats ,  t h e  o ld  m in o r i t y  

p a r t y  e n t e r e d  t h e  tw e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y  c r i p p le d  and i n e f f e c t u a l .  

The f i r s t  t e n  y e a r s  o f  t h e  new c e n tu ry  b ro u g h t  o n ly  d e f e a t ,  

d e s p a i r  and decadence  f o r  t h e  once v i t a l  o p p o s i t io n  p a r t y .  

D uring  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s  o f  th e  new decade  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  fo cu sed  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  co n c e rn s  upon t h e  

p rob lem s o f  m u n ic ip a l  re fo rm j n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  w ere ,  t h u s ,  

pushed  t o  t h e  b ack g ro u n d . Even though  t h i s  s tu d y  does n o t  

c o n c e n t r a t e  on m u n ic ip a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  d e a l  

i n  p a r t  w i th  t h e  re fo rm  i s s u e  b e cau se  o f  i t s  p reem inence  

d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i th  t h e  1905-06 " P h i l a d e l p h i a  

P o l i t i c a l  R e v o lu t io n ."  T h e r e f o r e ,  an e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h a t  

movement w i l l  be made in  th e  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  su rv e y  o f  t h i s  

p e r i o d .

A. 1902: F a i l u r e  o f  Reform F usion

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats were u n i t e d  in  t h e  

1902  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  cam paign, b u t  u n i f i c a t i o n  d id  n o t  come 

e a s i l y .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  1902 c a n v a ss  in  which R obert E.

P a t t i s o n  ran  f o r  g o v e rn o r  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  and l a s t  t im e ,  t h e

148
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P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats fo u g h t  so  h a rd  among th e m se lv e s  t h a t  

t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had t o  i n t e r v e n e  and , in  e f f e c t ,  

p u t  t h e  p a r t y  in  q u a s i - r e c e i v e r s h i p .

The new s t r u g g l e  f o r  p a r t y  o r g a n iz a t i o n  m a s te ry  which 

f l a r e d  up a g a in  b e f o r e  t h e  1902  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e  was b u t  

a n o th e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a lm o s t  unending  f i g h t  betw een 

t h e  Gordon f a c t i o n  and t h e  D onnelly -R yan  f a c t i o n .  Each 

f a c t i o n  blam ed th e  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  In  

August 1901 C h a r le y  D o n n e lly  s te p p e d  down as  c i t y  chairm an 

and P a t t i s o n  was e l e c t e d  t o  t a k e  h i s  p l a c e . '1’ T h is  s h i f t  

d id  n o t  p l e a s e  t h e  Gordon men b e c a u se  o f  P a t t i s o n ' s  a s s o c i ­

a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D onnelly -R yan  f a c t i o n .  A few days a f t e r  

P a t t i s o n ' s  e l e c t i o n  a s  c i t y  ch a irm a n , t h e  s t a t e  Dem ocrats 

convened a t  H a r r i s b u rg  t o  nom ina te  c a n d id a te s  f o r  t h e  

S t a t e  Supreme C ourt and S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r .  At t h a t  c o n v e n t io n  

E x-Judge  Gordon made an e lo q u e n t  p l e a  f o r  p a r t y  harmony 

and co n v in c e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  t h a t  a  com m ittee  o f  s i x  sh o u ld  

be s e t  up " t o  a s s i s t  Chairman P a t t i s o n "  in  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  D e s p i te  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  

r a i s e d  by P a t t i s o n ,  t h e  c o n v e n t io n  v o ted  f o r  t h e  Gordon p r o ­

p o s a l .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h e  H a r r i s b u r g  r e s o l u t i o n  was t o  p u t  

t h e  p a r t y  i n  r e c e i v e r s h i p  s in c e  t h i s  s ix -m an  com m ittee  was 

g iv e n  " . . .  f u l l  power and a u t h o r i t y  t o  h e a r  and d e te rm in e

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  I n q u i r e r , 13 August 1901 (Gordon S c ra p ­
b ook , 1901 - 19 0 3 ) .
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a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  ad o p t  r u le s  f o r  th e  governm ent o f  t h e  p a r t y
2

and p r o v id e  a  method o f  h o ld in g  p r im a ry  e l e c t i o n s .  . .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  1901 m u n ic ip a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  i n  which 

t h e  Dem ocrats p e rfo rm ed  so p o o r ly ,  t h i s  s p e c i a l  com m ittee  

g o t  b usy  and p re p a re d  a  scheme f o r  u n i t y  w hich a c t u a l l y  

p le a s e d  a l l  t h e  c o n te n d in g  p a r t y  e lem en ts  I New p r im a r i e s  

w ere  h e l d  in  w hich a l l  D em ocra tic  v o t e r s  were i n v i t e d  t o  

e l e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  ward com m ittees ;  t h e s e  ward 

com m ittees  th e n  e l e c t e d  th e  new members o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  

C i ty  Com m ittee. T h is  p la n  g u a ra n te e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by a l l  

m a jo r  i n t e r e s t s  in  t h e  p a r t y  and a s s u re d  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  R e p u b lic a n s  in  t h e  coming s t a t e  b a t t l e  f o r  

g o v e r n o r .3

In  l a t e  June 1902 th e  s t a t e  Democrats met a t  E r i e  

and n om ina ted  R o b ert  E. P a t t i s o n  f o r  g o v e rn o r  by a  lo p s id e d  

v o te  o f  232 1 /2  t o  52 1 /2  f o r  Ex-Congressman James K e r r  o f
i i

C l e a r f i e l d .  Prom th e  o u t s e t  t h e  m a jo r  i s s u e s  w ere re fo rm  

and Quayism. N a t io n a l  i s s u e s  were ig n o re d  c o m p le te ly  in  

t h e  D em ocra tic  p l a t f o r m ,  which d e c la r e d  t h a t  i n  P e n n s y lv a n ia :  

” . . . t h e  powers o f  governm ent a r e  p r o s t i t u t e d  t o  t h e  p u r ­

p o se s  o f  p u b l i c  t h i e v e s . "  The p l a t f o r m  went on t o  c a s t i g a t e  

M. S .  Quay, whose e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  S e n a te ,  " . . .  was

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 16 August 1901 (Gordon S c r a p ­
b ook , 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 0 3 ) .

^P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s , 16 J u ly  1902 (Gordon S crap b o o k ,
1901- 37;

^The N o rth  American ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) , 26 June 1902 
(Gordon S crapbook , 1901-1903)•
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a c c o m p lish e d  i n  a c a r n i v a l  o f  c o r r u p t io n  and b r i b e r y . '

The D em ocra ts ,  u n d e r  th e  P a t t i s o n  b a n n e r ,  l a i d  a s id e  b o th  

i d e o l o g i c a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n s  and s e n t  t o  th e  

stump t o  s l a y  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  a l l  e v i l  in  t h e  Common­

w e a l th ,  Matthew S ta n le y  Quay.

But M att Quay knew th e  d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f  a  d e f e n s iv e  

p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t i n g  s t r a t e g y  and chose  as  t h e  R epub lican  

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nominee Judge Samuel W. Pennypacker, a  man 

whose f l a w l e s s  c i t i z e n s h i p  and r e c t i t u d e  were known th ro u g h ­

o u t  t h e  commonwealth. The D em ocratic  r a i l i n g s  a g a i n s t  

Quay and th e  R ep u b lican  m achine had a  ho llow  sound when 

a p p l i e d  t o  P enny p ack er .  At f i r s t ,  P ennypacker i n d i c a t e d  

h i s  r e l u c t a n c e  ab o u t  b e in g  a  c a n d id a te  b ecau se  he had  no 

fu n d s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  tow ard  t h e  cam paign, b u t  when Quay p u t

up a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a s h ,  P ennypacker a g reed  t o  run f o r  
6g o v e rn o r .

Even though  D em ocratic  r h e t o r i c  fo cu sed  on th e  c o r ru p ­

t i o n  i s s u e ,  t h e  re fo rm e rs  th em se lv es  were d iv id e d .  A lexander  

M cClure, f o r  exam ple, su p p o r te d  P en n y p ack e r1 w h ile  in d e ­

p e n d e n t  R e p u b l ic a n s  l i k e  Henry C. Lea and C l in to n  Rogers 

W oodruff backed  P a t t i s o n  f o r  a  t h i r d  te rm . Lea was i r k e d  

by Q u ay 's  c l e v e r  t a c t i c  o f  ru n n in g  P ennypacker f o r  g o v e rn o r

^ S m u l l 's  L e g i s l a t i v e  Handbook, 1903, PP. 574-575.

6S . w. P ennypacker ,  A utob iography  o f  a P e n n sy lv a n ia n ,  
p p .  2 6 4 -267 .

7 p h i l a d e l p h i a  Record , 5 Sep tem ber 1902.
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and announced h i s  s u p p o r t  o f  P a t t i s o n  on 12 A ugust,  when he 

s a i d :

. . .  i t  seems in c o m p re h e n s ib le  t h a t  any 
a d v o c a te  o f  a  h ig h e r  s ta n d a r d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
m o ra ls  sh o u ld  a c c e p t  t h e  t r a n s p a r e n t  d e v ic e  
o f  S e n a to r  Quay in  s e t t i n g  a s id e  Mr. E lk in  
and s u b s t i t u t i n g  Judge P ennypacker  a s  t h e  
R e p u b lican  G u b e r n a to r i a l  c a n d id a te .  . . .
Judge P e n n y p a c k e r 's  n o m in a tio n  i s  s e l f -  
e v i d e n t l y  a  scheme t o  s a v e  th e  Machine from 
th e  p o p u la r  condem nation which i t  has  so 
r i c h l y  e a rn e d .  8

E a r ly  in  t h e  campaign th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats 

o rg a n iz e d  an a u x i l i a r y  com m ittee made up o f  a l l  s t r i p e s ,  

c o l o r s ,  and f a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  t o  work e x c l u s iv e ly  f o r  

P a t t i s o n  in  t h e  c i t y .  The harmony and u n i t y  o f  th e  P h i l a ­

d e lp h ia  Democrats d u r in g  t h i s  campaign was r e m in is c e n t  o f  

t h e  o ld  R a n d a ll  d a y s .^  Henry Budd was chosen chairm an  o f  

t h e  a u x i l i a r y  com m ittee w hich in c lu d e d  men l i k e  H a r r i t y ,  

D e la h u n ty ,  Cadw alader, Page, M cAleer, Cam pbell, D o n n e l ly ,  

Ryan, and Gordon. Budd p rom ised  t o  wage a v ig o ro u s  f i g h t  

f o r  P a t t i s o n  and r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  re fo rm  

i s s u e  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n . 10

W ith t h e i r  own h o u seh o ld  in  good o r d e r ,  t h e  Democrats 

c o u r te d  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  R ep u b lican s  in  o r d e r  t o  e f f e c t  a 

re fo rm  c o a l i t i o n  t o  e l e c t  P a t t i s o n .  In  t h e  p r e v io u s  

m u n ic ip a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1901 th e  in d e p en d en t  R ep u b lic a n s

8I b i d . , 12 August 1902.

9 l b l d . , 2 August 1902.

10I b i d . , 5 August 1902.
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formed t h e  Union P a r ty  in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  R ep u b lican  

M achine. Even though  t h i s  new p a r t y  f a i l e d  t o  win any 

c o n t e s t s  in  19 0 1 , i t  rem ained v e ry  a c t i v e  and a id e d  

P a t t i s o n  in  1902. On 31 A ugust, P a t t i s o n ,  N a t io n a l  Committee­

man G uffey  and S t a t e  Chairman C reasy  met w i th  Union P a r ty

Chairman R i t e r  and S e c r e t a r y  Mapes t o  la y  t h e  fo u n d a t io n  
11f o r  f u s i o n .  J‘ A few days l a t e r  t h e  Union p a r t y  met in  a

s to rm y  c o n v e n t io n  m arred  by s e v e r a l  o u t b u r s t s  and f i s t

f i g h t s  i n s t i g a t e d  by Quay R e p u b l ic a n s ,  and en dorsed

P a t t i s o n  f o r  G overnor, George W. G u th r ie  f o r  L t .  G overnor

and Lewis Emery, J r . ,  an d in d ep en d en t  R e p u b l ic a n ,  f o r
12S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s .

In  t h i s  f a v o r a b l e  a tm osphere  o f  c o o p e r a t io n ,  t h e  i n d e ­

p e n d e n t  and re fo rm  R e p u b lic a n s  p e r f e c t e d  t h e i r  p l a n s  f o r  

com ple te  f u s i o n .  A f t e r  th e  Union p a r t y  c o n v e n t io n ,  t h e  

l e a d e r s  o f  b o th  p a r t i e s  met s e v e r a l  t im es  t o  work o u t  th e  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  fu s io n  scheme. By t h e  m id d le  o f  Sep tem ber 

t h e  m a s te r  p o l i t i c a l  c o a l i t i o n  p la n  was a c c e p te d  by t h e  s t a t e  

and c i t y  l e a d e r s  o f  b o th  p a r t i e s .  W hile t h e r e  was g iv e  and 

t a k e  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  nom inees, t h e  Union p a r t y  gave i t s  

u n e q u iv o c a l ! c  s u p p o r t  t o  P a t t i s o n  f o r  G overnor. B u t ,  t h e  

most c u r io u s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  whole p la n  c e n te r e d  on t h e  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  n o m in a tio n s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  To r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  

i n t e n t i o n  t o  keep n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  o u t  o f  th e  s t a t e  r a c e  o f

1 1I b i d . , 31 August 1902.

12 I b l d . , 4 Sep tem ber 1902.
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1902, t h e  Democrats a g re e d  n o t  t o  run  any c a n d id a te s  f o r
13C ongress  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a !  T hus , t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  

l o s t  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  su spended  i t s  i d e n t i t y  w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  1902 cam paign . The move was o b v io u s ly  a 

c o n c e s s io n  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  in  b o th  p a r t i e s  who s t i l l  

sh u d d e re d  a t  t h e  th o u g h t  o f  ad v an c in g  in  any way t h e  p r i n c i ­

p l e s  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  w hich in  two p re v io u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

cam paigns nom inated  a r a d i c a l  f o r  t h e  h ig h e s t  o f f i c e  in  t h e  

l a n d .  I t  i s  a l s o  c u r io u s  t o  n o te  t h a t  t h i s  ag reem en t g o t  

t h e  f u l l  a p p ro b a t io n  o f  D em ocra tic  l e a d e r s  l i k e  Ryan and 

D o n n e l ly ,  who had g iv e n  l o y a l  s u p p o r t  t o  th e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  

d u r in g  two p re c e d in g  p r e s i d e n t i a l  r a c e s .  The Record was

d e l i g h t e d  by t h i s  d e c i s io n  and c a l l e d  i t  a  "Wise d e te rm in a -
14t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Dem ocrats o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a 1* and saw 

in  i t  t h e  s ig n s  o f  v i c t o r y  in  November.

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  o r g a n iz a t i o n  worked 

e f f i c i e n t l y  and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  f o r  P a t t i s o n .  C i ty  C h a i r ­

man D o n n e lly  r e c r u i t e d  a  s o l i d  c o rp s  o f  p a r t y  w o rk ers  t o  

a n a ly z e  t h e  v o t in g  l i s t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e c t  p a d d in g .  He 

a l s o  r e p o r t e d  a t  a  s t a t e  com m ittee  m ee tin g  in  P i t t s b u r g h  on 

29 Sep tem ber t h a t  a t  e v e ry  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  in  t h e  c i t y  Demo­

c r a t i c  and Union p a r t y  w o rk ers  would w atch  s c r u p u lo u s ly  f o r
13e l e c t i o n  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s .  ^ H ence, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n

13 i b i d . ,  12 Septem ber 1902.

1^T b id .

15 I b i d .
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many y e a r s ,  no segment o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n

was annexed  t o  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s .

As t h e  campaign p r o g r e s s e d ,  i t  became a p p a re n t  t h a t
l 6t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  v o te  would be c r u c i a l  f o r  P a t t i s o n .  The 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats d id  a l l  w i th in  t h e i r  power t o  advance 

P a t t i s o n ' s  ca u se  and by m id -O c to b e r  th e y  began t o  wage a 

s t r e n u o u s  campaign in  ev e ry  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  f o r  th e  

fo rm er  G ov ern o r.  Two g r e a t  mass r a l l i e s  were conduc ted  

d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  week o f  t h e  campaign and a t  each  an o p t i ­

m i s t i c  s p i r i t  p e rv a d e d  t h e  th ro n g s  who h a i l e d  t h e  fu s io n  

re fo rm  movement. The Academy o f  Music was packed  on 25 

O c to b e r  when th e  c h i e f  sp eech es  were d e l i v e r e d  by s t a t e  

l e a d e r s ,  W. TJ. H ense l and R obert L. W r ig h t ,  and by th e

Reverend C. C. A lb e r t s o n ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  M e th o d is t
17Church o f  Germantown. A week l a t e r  t h e  Academy o v e r ­

flow ed a s  a  tu m u ltu o u s  crowd h e a rd  James Gay Gordon and "
18R obert E . P a t t i s o n  lam b as t  Quay and t h e  R e p u b lican  M achine.

W hile  P a t t i s o n  and h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s  in  b o th  p a r t i e s  

cam paigned th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  m onotonously  r e i t e r a t i n g  th e  

i s s u e  o f  Quayism, Pennypacker  went on an in fo rm a l  sp e a k in g  

t o u r  and charmed h i s  a u d ie n c e  a t  ev e ry  v i l l a g e  p o s t . As a  

s tu d e n t  and w r i t e r  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  h i s t o r y ,  P ennypacker knew 

t h e  c u l t u r e  and l o r e  o f  t h e  v a s t  commonwealth and made

l 6 r b i d . ,  14 O c to b e r  1902.

^ I b i d . ,  26  O c to b er  1902.

■ ^ I b i d , ,  1 November 1902.
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g en e ro u s  a l l u s i o n s  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  

r e g io n s  w h erev e r  he sp o k e . P a t t i s o n ,  in  t h e  m eantim e, 

h a rp e d  to o  much on th e  i s s u e  o f  s t a t e  re fo rm . In  r e f l e c t i n g  

on t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  P ennypacker  o b se rv ed  t h a t :  " P a t t i s o n  had a

s t e r e o t y p e d  sp eech  which he  had com m itted  t o  memory t e l l i n g  

o f  t h e  many i l l s  w hich had b e f a l l e n  t h e  s t a t e  u n d e r  Repub­

l i c a n  r u l e . " 1^

The Dem ocrats and re fo rm  R ep u b lican s  hoped f o r  a v o te
20

o f  8 5 ,0 0 0  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  which th e y  b e l i e v e d  would

s e c u r e  v i c t o r y ]  b u t  th e y  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  h a rd  won p r i z e

would b e  s n a tc h e d  from them on e l e c t i o n  day by i l l e g a l

v o t in g  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t r i c k e r y  o f  th e  Quay m achine .

T h re e  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ’s ju d g e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a g re e d  t o  h o ld

o f f i c e  h o u rs  d u r in g  e l e c t i o n  day t o  h e a r  co m p la in ts  and to
21a c t  im m e d ia te ly  in  c a s e s  o f  r e p o r t e d  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s .  But 

t h e  D em o cra ts ,  r e fo rm e rs  and "d e c e n t  p e o p le "  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

c o u ld  n o t  sweep b ack  th e  g r e a t  R ep u b lican  t i d a l  wave o f  1902. 

P en n y p ack e r  c a r r i e d  th e  c i t y  by n e a r l y  a 100,000 v o te  

p l u r a l i t y ,  w hipping  P a t t i s o n  by a v o te  o f  171,000 t o  7 4 ,0 0 0 .  

In  t h e  s t a t e w id e  t a l l y  P ennypacker  had a p l u r a l i t y  o f  147,000 

v o t e s  b e a t i n g  h i s  D em ocra tic  opponent by a v o te  o f  593 ,328 

t o  4 5 0 ,9 7 8 .  In  t h e  c i t y  P a t t i s o n  managed t o  c a r r y  on ly  one

• ^ s .  W. P enny p ack er ,  A u tob iog raphy  o f  a  P e n n sy lv a n ia n ,  
p .  269 .

20L e t t e r  from C. P . D o n n e lly  t o  campaign w o rk e rs ,
30 O c to b e r  1902 (M cCrossin: D em ocra tic  S c ra p s ,  1901-1914).

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record , 4 November 1902.
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ward, t h e  s i x t h .  The Record blamed t h e  D em ocra tic  f a i l u r e

on th e  i l l e g a l  u s e  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n  and r e p o r te d

th e  fo l lo w in g  on th e  day a f t e r  th e  e l e c t i o n :

W ith t h e  a id  o f  t h e  p o l i c e ,  p e r h a p s ,  
more th a n  t h e  u s u a l  amount o f  f r a u d u l e n t  work 
was done in  th e  r i v e r  f r o n t  and c e n t r a l  w ards ,  
where v o t e r s  were i n t im id a te d  a t  w i l l ,  and 
c h a rg e s  by D em ocratic  w a tc h e rs  o f  f l a g r a n t  
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  law w ere ig n o re d  o r  
laughed  a t .  22

In  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  e l e c t i o n s  in  th e  c i t y  t h e  R ep u b lican s

swept t o  v i c t o r y .  D e s p i te  th e  d e c i s iv e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e

D em ocratic  f u s io n  t i c k e t ,  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  h a i l e d  t h e  f a c t

t h a t  P a t t i s o n  p o l l e d  7 ^ ,0 0 0  v o te s  which exceeded  B ry a n ’s
2 Rc i t y  v o te  in  1900 by o v e r  1 5 ,0 0 0 .  Even though  t h e  

P h i l a d e lp h i a  Democrats dropped  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  d e c l in e d  

to  nom inate  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a t e s ,  and became an annex 

t o  th e  in d e p e n d e n t  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  who c o n s t a n t l y  h a rp ed  on 

Quayism, th ey ' s t i l l  l o s t  t h e  c i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  own

i d e n t i t y  in  th e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1 9 0 2 .

B . Judge P a r k e r 1s S tu n n in g  D e f e a t : 1904

At l e a s t  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  P a t t i s o n  in  1902 in  no way m arred

th e  harmony o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats , who now fo cu sed  

on l o c a l  re fo rm  and w ere conv inced  t h a t ,  once an h o n e s t  

b a l l o t  was s e c u re d ,  v i c t o r y  would be a c h ie v e d .  In  a d d i t i o n  

t o  p a r t y  u n i t y  a t  th e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats 

a l s o  e x p e r ie n c e d  d o c t r i n a l  u n i t y  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  as

^2 I b i d . , 5 November 1902.

23 l b i d . ,  7 November 1902.
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th e  1904 e l e c t i o n  ap p ro ach ed .  One by one t h e  o ld  J e f f e r ­

s o n ia n s  c raw led  o u t o f  t h e i r  c l o s e t s  to  su p p o r t  P a r k e r  f o r  

th e  p r e s id e n c y .

In  e a r l y  May 1904 th e  new D em ocratic  Club o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

was form ed. I t  e x p re sse d  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  o ld  Democrats 

who w anted  t o  r e tu r n  t o  t h o s e  C le v e la n d  d ay s ,  even th o s e  

a n t e - L in c o ln  days when l i f e  was s im p le r  and th e  f e d e r a l  

governm ent was b u t  a p a s s i v e  a g e n t  in  t h e  gov ern an ce  o f  th e  

p e o p le .  John Cadw alader, J r . ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

D em ocra tic  Club o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  

a d d re s s  a t  t h e  opening  o f  t h e  new c lu b  house  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

on 6 May 1904. Cadw alader a t t a c k e d  th e  " c e n t r a l i s m  and 

c o r r u p t io n "  o f  th e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y ,  h a p p i ly  r e p o r t e d  " th e  

many s ig n s  o f  a  r e s t o r e d  and u n i t e d  Democracy," and d e c la r e d  

t h a t :

The a s s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
S t a t e s  r i g h t s ,  l o c a l  s e l f  governm ent, o b ed ien ce  
t o  t h e  law s ,  and an a b s o l u t e  r e g a rd  f o r  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p le  b e f o r e  th e  law which t h e  
p a r t y  o f  J e f f e r s o n  has  a lw ays a d v o c a te d ,  n ev e r  
was more lo u d ly  c a l l e d  f o r .

C adw alader went on t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  r e c e n t  D em ocratic  f a i l u r e s  

c o u ld  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p a r t y  became, " to o  

much t h e  p a r t y  o f  C le v e la n d  and B ry a n ,"  and t h a t  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  s h o u ld  r e a f f i r m  th e  " p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

p a r t y  o f  t h e  c o u n try "  i n s t e a d  o f  s t r e s s i n g ,  " tem p o ra ry  

i s s u e s  In v o lv in g  many and v a r i e d  o p in io n s"  which w ere "un­

w is e ly  s u b s t i t u t e d . "  As C adw alader p ro c e e d e d ,  p o i n t  by 

p o i n t ,  h i s  argum ents  g o t  even more r e a c t i o n a r y .  He quo ted
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l i b e r a l l y  from J e f f e r s o n  and a d v o c a te d  a r e t u r n  t o  s t a t e s  

r i g h t s  ( d e s p i t e  h i s  open ing  comment c a l l i n g  f o r :  "an

a b s o lu t e  r e g a rd  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  p e o p le " )  by r e t u r n i n g  

t o  t h e  " S t r i c t  a d h e re n c e  t o  t h e  p l a i n  la n g u a g e  o f  t h e  Con­

s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  and f i f t e e n t h
124Amendments. . . . Cadw alader co n c lu d ed  h i s  a d d re s s  by 

making a s t r o n g  p l e a  f o r  Judge P a r k e r ' s  c a n d id a c y  f o r  t h e  

p r e s id e n c y .  Cadw alader p o in te d  o u t t h a t  among P a r k e r ' s  o u t ­

s ta n d in g  a t t r i b u t e s  was h i s  ad vocacy  o f  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  

f o u r t e e n t h  and f i f t e e n t h  amendments!

C a d w a la d e r 's  sp eech  sounded t h e  c l a r i o n  c a l l  t o  a l l  

t h e  o ld  s u r v iv in g  1896  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  who jumped on t h e  

r e a c t i o n a r y  band wagon to  h a i l  P a r k e r ' s  c a n d id a c y .  Of t h i s  

group  o f  s u p e ra n n u a te d  D em ocra ts ,  Cadw alader and Emanuel 

F u r th  w ere t h e  most a c t i v e  w o rk ers  f o r  P a r k e r  in  P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a .  B o th  went t o  t h e  D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n  as  

P a rk e r  d e l e g a t e s .

C h a r le y  D o n n e lly  le d  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e l e g a t e s  a t  

t h e  1904 D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n  a t  S t .  L o u is  w h i le  

C o l.  James M. G uffey  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  s t a t e  

d e l e g a t i o n .  G uffey  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  no a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  Bryan 

c re e d  be  i n s e r t e d  in  t h e  1904 p l a t f o r m  s in c e  he was f i r m l y

2^"A ddress  by t h e  H onorab le  John C adw alader, P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  Club o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  
o pen ing  o f  t h e i r  Club House, 6 May 1904."  Cadw alader 
P a p e r s .
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25com m itted  t o  P a r k e r .  But B ryan , who was a l s o  a d e l e g a t e  

a t  t h e  c o n v e n t io n ,  t r i e d  t o  b lo c k  t h e  P a rk e r  movement by 

s p l i t t i n g  t h e  P en n sy lv a n ia  d e l e g a t i o n .  Bryan advanced th e  

p r e s i d e n t i a l  can d id acy  o f  Ex-G overnor P a t t i s o n ,  hop ing  

t h a t  h i s  t a c t i c  would cau se  t h e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  P a rk e r  d e l e ­

g a t e s .  The a t te m p t  f a i l e d  m is e r a b ly  when o n ly  f i v e  o f  t h e

s i x t y - e i g h t  P e n n sy lv a n ia  d e l e g a t e s  v o te d  t o  su p p o r t
26P a t t i s o n  a t  t h e  p a r t y  c a u c u s .  S in c e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  fo llo w e d  

t h e  u n i t  r u l e ,  a l l  s i x t y - e i g h t  v o te s  were c a s t  f o r  P a r k e r ,  

who won t h e  n om ina tion  on t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  The P a t t i s o n  

move e v a p o ra te d  l e a v in g  o n ly  W ill ia m  Randolph H e a rs t  to  

oppose P a r k e r .  H e a rs t  co u ld  m u s te r  o n ly  200 v o te s  t o  P a r k e r ' s  

6 5 8 , t h u s  a s s u r in g  a  d e c i s i v e  f i r s t  b a l l o t  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  

New Y ork  Ju d g e . F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  s i l v e r  and th e  

r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  g o ld  in  t h e  D em ocra tic  p l a t f o r m  made v i c t o r y  

co m p le te  f o r  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s .  The Record saw th e  r e tu r n  

o f  t h e  "good o ld  days" and la u d e d  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u is  

d e l e g a t e s :

A f t e r  e ig h t  y e a r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  n ig h tm are  
t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  has  shaken  o f f  i t s  d e lu ­
s i o n s ,  re c o v e re d  p o s s e s s io n  o f  i t s e l f  and o f  
i t s  f a c u l t i e s  and resumed i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p l a c e  
as  t h e  c o n s e r v a to r  and d e f e n d e r  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  
and i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  common p e o p le .  27

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 4 J u ly  1904.

^ I b i d . , 5 J u ly  1904. I t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  h e r e  t h a t  
a l l  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e l e g a t e s  s u p p o r te d  P a rk e r .

2? I b i d . ,  10 J u ly  1904.
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But t h e  happy P h i l a d e l p h i a  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  resumed t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  o n ly  t o  f a c e  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  

o f  1904.

As t h e  campaign g o t  underway th e  Dem ocrats o f  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  d e lu d e d  th e m se lv e s  i n t o  t h in k in g  t h a t  v i c t o r y  co u ld  

be won in  November. They o v e r lo o k ed  t h e  in su rm o u n ta b le  

b a r r i e r s  t h a t  l a y  b e f o r e  them and a v e r t e d  t h e i r  eyes  from

t h e  p a s t  r e c o rd  o f  t h e i r  p a r t y  a s  w e l l  a s  from t h e  g r e a t

p o p u l a r i t y  o f  Theodore R o o s e v e l t .  In  an e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d :  

“The T rend  o f  Twelve Years'* t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P re s s  saw 

e a r l y  in  t h e  cam paign, even b e f o r e  P a r k e r ' s  n o m in a t io n ,  

t h a t  n o th in g  s h o r t  o f  a  m i r a c le  co u ld  r e t u r n  th e  Democrats 

t o  pow er.  The P re s s  o b se rv e d :

I t  i s  12 y e a r s  s i n c e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  men have 
v o te d  f o r  a  D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te  f o r  p r e s i d e n t .
Through 12 y e a r s  ev e ry  y e a r  has b ro u g h t  fo rw ard  
a  body o f  new v o t e r s  t o  most o f  whom th e
Democracy o f  t h e  day was r e p e l l a n t .

The P r e s s  went on t o  p o i n t  o u t t h a t  a f t e r  C le v e la n d 's  

e l e c t i o n  in  ’92 , a  d e p r e s s io n  fo l lo w e d ,  and a f t e r  C le v e ­

l a n d ' s  second  te rm  th e  " f a n t a s t i c  Bryan c r a z e  to o k  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p a r t y . "  The e d i t o r i a l  co n c luded  w i th  th e  

fo l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n :

S in c e  1892  t h e r e  has  been n o th in g  in  t h e  
D em ocra tic  r e c o rd ,  a t t i t u d e  o f  im p re s s io n  t o  
a t t r a c t  t h e  a r d e n t ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  young man who 
h a s  come t o  t h e  r i g h t s ,  d u t i e s  and p r i v i l e g e s  
o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .  28

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s ,  28 June 1904.
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D e s p i te  th e s e  o b s ta c le s  th e  Democrats p r e p a re d  f o r  a

v ig o ro u s  campaign by f i r s t  t r y i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  f r a u d u le n t

v o t in g  i n  t h e  coming e l e c t i o n .  C o n s ta n t ly  p lag u ed  by th e

problem  o f  padding  th e  v o t e r s '  l i s t s ,  t h e  Democrats s e t  up

a  L aw yers ' Committee in  Septem ber t o  a n a ly z e  th e  v o t e r s '
29l i s t s  and t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s .  ^ The a d d i t i o n  o f  

o v e r  16 ,000  names to  th e  r e g i s t r y  s in c e  May o f  1904 caused  

a la rm  in  D em ocratic  c i r c l e s  and prom pted a  c o n c e r te d  e f f o r t  

t o  c u r t a i l  th e  padding  and t o  a s s u r e  an h o n e s t  v o t e .

The no m in a tio n s  f o r  c i t y  p o s t s ,  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

s e a t s  and f o r  c o n g r e s s io n a l  s e a t s  n e x t  o ccu p ied  a  m a jo r  

p l a c e  on th e  p a r t y  agenda . The u n i t e d  p a r t y ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

s u f f e r e d  no s e r io u s  s p l i t s  d u r in g  t h e  v a r io u s  n om ina ting  

c o n v e n t io n s . The c o n s e rv a t iv e  r e a c t i o n  so swept ev e ry  

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h ip  t h a t  t h e r e  was an e n t h u s i ­

a s t i c  d e s i r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i th  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y .  T h e re ­

f o r e ,  t h e  Democrats ( u n l ik e  th e  1902 campaign) p u t  up con­

g r e s s i o n a l  c a n d id a te s  f o r  every  d i s t r i c t  in  t h e  c i t y .

In  1902 th e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r ie s  were 

changed and a s i x t h  s e a t  added . S in c e  t h e  Democrats ran 

no c a n d id a te s  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  1904 e l e c t i o n  was th e  f i r s t  

one in  w hich  th e y  competed f o r  th e  r e d i s t r i c t e d  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  s e a t s .  In  th e  o ld  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  f o r  exam ple, 

wards e ig h te e n  and n in e t e e n ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  wards s i x t e e n  and

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record , 20 Sep tem ber 1904.
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s e v e n te e n ,  were added . The new S ix th  d i s t r i c t  com prised

p a r t s  o f  P ig  I r o n  K e l l e y ' s  o ld  F o u r th  d i s t r i c t .

The Record c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  D em ocratic  c o n g r e s s io n a l

nominees o f  1904, " s t r o n g ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e s . "

The most w ell-known men p u t  in  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  f i e l d

in c lu d e d  e x - l e g i s l a t o r  John Fow o f  t h e  s e v e n te e n th  w ard ,

who ran  in  th e  T h i rd  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t ,  and John
30

C a d w a la d e r 's  so n ,  John I I I ,  who ran  in  th e  Second d i s t r i c t .

The y o u n g e r  C adw alader, a  committeeman in  t h e  e i g h t h  w ard ,

was c o n s id e re d  an up and coming young D em ocrat. The o t h e r

c a n d id a te s  were p o l i t i c a l  unknowns, two b e in g  law y ers  one
31an u n d e r t a k e r  and one a  p h y s i c i a n .  The Record conceded

t h a t  t h e  chances  f o r  m ost o f  t h e  nominees w ere " s l e n d e r "

b u t d id  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  Fow's chances  were good in  t h e  o ld

T h ird  d i s t r i c t . 32

I n  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  campaign th e  Dem ocrats g o t  a

b o o s t  when c i v i l  s e r v i c e  re fo rm e r  H e rb e r t  W elsh, e d i t o r  o f
33C ity  and S t a t e , announced h i s  su p p o r t  o f  A lto n  P a r k e r .

3° A c tu a l ly  John I I I  was John , J r .  I  have  u sed  t h e  I I I  
t o  d e s ig n a te  him b e c a u se  h i s  f a t h e r  .was John J r .  The e l d e r  
Cadw alader dropped  J r .  when h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d .  .So as  n o t  t o  
c o n fu se  th e  e l d e r  C adw alader, who e a r l i e r  was known as  J r . ,
I  have c a l l e d  t h e  you n g er  Cadw alader t h e  I I I .

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 22 Septem ber 1904.

3% b i d . , 23 Sep tem ber 1904.

3 3 i b i d . ,  17 O c to b e r  1904.
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To Welsh R o o s e v e l t ' s  s u p p o r t  o f ,  and f r i e n d s h i p  w i th ,  th e  

l a t e  Matthew S .  Quay was to o  b i t t e r  a  p i l l  t o  sw allow . In  

t h e  meantime th e  Democrats campaigned s t r e n u o u s ly  in  a l l  

t h e  m a jo r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d i ­

d a te s  w ere e s p e c i a l l y  busy  c o n d u c tin g  r a l l i e s  and making 

s p e e c h e s  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d i s t r i c t s .  T h is  e n t h u s i a s t i c

o u t b u r s t ,  t h e  Record o b se rv e d ,  d em o n s tra te d  some o f  th e  " o ld  
34t im e  vim" o f  t h e  p a r t y .  The c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  

t i c k e t  by a l l  t h e  fo rm er f a c t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  

c r e a t e d  an a tm o sp h ere  o f  s u s t a i n e d  e n th u s ia sm  and c o n f id e n c e  

w hich  c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  u n t i l  e l e c t i o n  d ay .

The C i ty  Committee and t h e  D em ocra tic  Club o f  P e n n s y l­

v a n ia  waged a v ig o ro u s  campaign f o r  P a r k e r  w h i le  t h e  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  nominees c o n c e n t r a te d  on t h e i r  own d i s t r i c t s .

On F r id a y  b e f o r e  th e  e l e c t i o n  t h e  Academy o v e rf lo w ed  w i th  

Dem ocrats who came t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a  r a l l y  sp o n so re d  by 

t h e  D em ocra tic  Club o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  John C adw alader, J r .  

p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  m ee tin g  and in t ro d u c e d  th e  f o u r  s p e a k e r s :  

r e t i r e d  n a t i o n a l  chairm an W ill iam  F . H a r r i t y ;  M ich ae l J .

Ryan o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  Thomas F . Bayard  o f  D elaw are (son  o f  

C le v e l a n d 's  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ) ;  and John R. Dos P a s s o s ,  

t h e  em inent New York la w y e r .  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  

a b o u t  t h e  r a l l y  was n o t  t h e  o r a t o r y  o r  t h e  e n th u s ia sm  b u t  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  f i r s t  row o f  t h e  a u d i to r iu m  was

3 ^ I b i d . ,  24 O ctober  1904.
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f i l l e d  by g o ld  Dem ocrats who had d e s e r t e d  th e  p a r t y  in  1896  

and 1900 .35

As t h e  campaign c lo s e d  t h e  re fo rm  a d v o c a te s  u rg e d  a l l  

p e o p le  t o  v o te  and t o  be  on t h e i r  g u a rd  a g a i n s t  b a l l o t  

f r a u d .  At a  m ee tin g  a t  t h e  S p r in g  Garden U n i t a r i a n  Church 

on Sunday n ig h t  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  Rabbi B e rk o w itz  

adm onished t h e  a u d ie n c e  t o :  “Go t o  t h e  p o l l s  and v o t e ,  and

i f  y o u r  v o te  i s  n o t  r e c o rd e d ,  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and make a n o th e r  

f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i l e  c r e a t u r e s  who d a re  t o  th ro w  y o u r  

v o te  o u t l n D r. Hawes o f  t h e  Germantown U n i t a r i a n  Church 

a d v o c a te d  more m i l i t a n t  a c t i o n  and d e c la r e d :  " I f  you m ust,

s h o u ld e r  a  m usket when you go t o  t h e  p o l l s . "  L i t t l e  d id  

t h e s e  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  re fo rm e rs  r e a l i z e  t h a t  no b a l l o t  

sy s te m , how ever h o n e s t ,  c o u ld  sweep back  t h e  g r e a t  impending 

R o o s e v e l t  t i d e  o f  1904.

D e s p i te  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  s i l k  s to c k in g  s e t ,  t h e  

Dem ocrats in  1904 s u f f e r e d  t h e i r  w o rs t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  d e f e a t  

d u r in g  t h e  e n t i r e  C le v e la n d -B ry a n  p e r i o d .  In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

P a r k e r  g o t  o n ly  4 8 ,0 0 0  v o te s  t o  R o o s e v e l t 's  2 2 7 ,0 0 0 .  The 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  New Y ork Judge , l i k e  B ryan , c a r r i e d  o n ly  th e  

s i x t h  ward b u t  f e l l  f a r  below  th e  Commoner's v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  

o f  t h e  two p r e v io u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s .  P a r k e r  p o l l e d  

o n ly  s e v e n te e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  v o te  as  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  

B r y a n 's  tw e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  in  1900 and t w e n t y - s i x  p e r  c e n t

3 5 l b i d . , 5 November 1904.

3 ^ l b i d . , 7 November 1904.
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in  1 8 9 6 . In  t h e  s t a t e  r e t u r n s  R o o s e v e l t  r o l l e d  up n e a r l y

841 .000  v o te s  t o  P a r k e r ' s  3 5 8 ,0 0 0 .  The s tu n n e d  Record 

d e f e r r e d  i t s  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  d e f e a t  f o r  s e v e r a l  d ay s ,  and 

f i n a l l y  p la c e d  th e  blame on t h e  l a b o r  v o te  in  an e d i t o r i a l  

on S a tu rd a y  a f t e r  th e  e l e c t i o n .  The Record p o in t e d  t o  t h e  

p o p u l a r i t y  o f  R o o se v e l t  among t h e  w ork ing  c l a s s  th ro u g h o u t  

th e  n a t i o n  and came t o  t h e  f o l lo w in g  c o n c lu s io n :

In  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  b a r r i n g  a M achine f ra u d  
o f  a t  l e a s t  50 ,000  v o t e s ,  t h e  same i n f lu e n c e s  
/ i . e .  l a b o r /  a r e  seen  a t  work in  t h e  g r e a t  
T n c re a s e  in  th e  R ep u b lican  v o te  and in  t h e  
d e c l i n e  o f  t h a t  o f  t h e  D em o cra ts .  37

The R ep u b lican  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  d id  even b e t t e r  

th a n  R o o s e v e l t .  Throughout t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  t h e  Democrats 

p o l l e d  o n ly  s i x t e e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  v o te  as  

c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  se v e n te e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  v o te .  

In  t h e  T h i r d  d i s t r i c t  John Fow p o l l e d  o n ly  7*700 v o te s  t o  

C a s t o r ' s  n e a r  4 0 ,0 0 0 1 The o n ly  o t h e r  im p o r ta n t  D em ocratic  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a t e ,  John C ad w alad er ,  I I I ,  p o l l e d  o n ly

7 .0 0 0  v o te s  t o  Adams 4 2 ,000  in  t h e  Second d i s t r i c t .  A l l  in  

a l l ,  t h e  1904 c o n s e r v a t iv e  movement r e s u l t e d  in  a  v e r i t a b l e  

s l a u g h t e r  f o r  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

3 7 j M d . ,  12 November 1904.
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C. P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s “R e v o lu t io n ” and th e  Democracy: 1905-06

W ith sh o u ts  o f  c iv i c  p r id e  
Thy s t r e e t s  s h a l l  r in g  
New P h i l a d e lp h ia  
To Thee we s i n g .  38

Between th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign o f  1904 and th e  

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1906, t h e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  d d v o c a te s  

o f  m u n ic ip a l  and s t a t e  re fo rm  a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  

exposed c o r r u p t i o n ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  new p a r t y  and a c t u a l l y  

b ro u g h t  ab o u t P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  awakening 

c a l l e d  t h e  " R e v o lu t io n ."  I t  a l l  s t a r t e d  when th e  c i t y  

t r e a s u r y  was on th e  b r in k  o f  b a n k ru p tc y ,  and I z  Durham, 

t h e  R epub lican  c i t y  b o s s ,  pushed th ro u g h  C o u n c ils  a  new gas  

l e a s e  b i l l  which a s s u re d  UGI o f  c o n t in u in g  to  p ro v id e  

gas u n t i l  1980 f o r  which t h e  gas company a g re e d  t o  pay t h e  

c i t y  t w e n ty - f iv e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  T h is  a b s u rd ly  low p r i c e  

would r e l i e v e  t h e  c i t y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r e s s ; b u t ,  i t  a l s o  

meant t h a t  th e  gas company c ro n ie s  who were in  le a g u e  w i th  

I z  Durham were abou t t o  p i c k  up some handsome p r o f i t s  a t  

t h e  expense  of t h e  p u b l i c .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  te rm s  o f  

s a l e ,  t h e  c i t y  a g re e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  i t s  r i g h t  t o  f i x  th e  gas 

r a t e s  f o r  th e  consumer. P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  seemed t o  be  c o n te n t  

w i th  m achine c o r r u p t io n  u n t i l  th e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e y  would 

have  t o  pay d e a r ly  f o r  t h e  p e c u la t io n s  o f  m achine r u l e .

Mayor Weaver v e to e d  th e  gas l e a s e  b i l l  in  May o f  1905* and

38 rh e  song o f  th e  re fo rm e rs  in  t h e  19 0 5 -0 6  campaign o f  
th e  C i ty  P a r ty  (sung to  t h e  tu n e  o f  t h e  R u ss ia n  n a t i o n a l  
an th e m ) .

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



168

s h o r t l y  a f t e rw a r d  th e  c i t y  was swept up in  a  t i d a l  wave o f  
39re fo rm . R a l l i e s  w ere h e ld  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  s u p p o r t in g  

Weaver a s  R ep u b lican s  began t o  d e s e r t  t h e i r  p a r t y  in  f a v o r  

o f  t h e  newly c r e a t e d  C i ty  P a r t y .

In  t h e  m eantim e, a  new re fo rm  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  Committee 

o f  70, was s t a r t e d  u n d e r  t h e  ch a irm a n sh ip  o f  John C. W inston . 

Among o t h e r  l e a d in g  P h i l a d e l p h i a n s ,  C l in to n  Rogers W oodruff, 

Rudolph B lan k en b u rg , E. A. Van V alkenburg  and a  h o s t  o f  

re fo rm  R e p u b lican s  jo in e d  t h i s  new movement t o  c le a n  up th e  

c i t y .  These  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty  and th e  

Committee o f  70 , e f f e c t e d  f a r  r e a c h in g  re fo rm s w hich t r a n s ­

cended t h e  im m ediate m u n ic ip a l  i s s u e s  c e n t e r i n g  a ro u n d  t h e  

aw ard ing  o f  c o n t r a c t s  and t h e  gas  l e a s e  c o n t r o v e r s y .

The o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty ,  how ever, a n te d a te d  

th e  gas l e a s e  c o n t ro v e r s y  o f  May 1905. B u t ,  i t  was t h e  gas 

l e a s e  g iv e -aw ay  which pushed t h i s  re fo rm  p a r t y  t o  s u c c e s s  

i n  t h e  November e l e c t i o n s .  The C i ty  P a r ty  d id  run  c a n d i ­

d a t e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  m a g i s t e r i a l  v a c a n c ie s  b ack  i n  F e b ru a ry  

1905 b u t  w ere u n s u c c e s s fu l  b e c a u se  th e  Durham m achine th re w  

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  v o te s  t o  t h e  Democrats in  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  

m in o r i t y  p a r t y  R e p r e s e n ta t io n  from going  t o  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty .  

Under t h e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  C h a r t e r ,  one t h i r d  o f  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  

had to  be e l e c t e d  from a m in o r i t y  p a r t y .  Durham, t h e r e f o r e ,

3 9 is a a c  F. M arcosson, "The Awakening o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a , "  
W o r ld 's  Work, V ol. 10, 1 9 0 5 , p p .  6 ,6 4 9 -6 ,6 5 1 . .
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o rd e re d  h i s  p a r t y  hacks  t o  p ro d u ce  t w e n t y - f i v e  v o te s  f o r  

D em ocra tic  m a g i s t e r i a l  c a n d id a te s  in  a l l  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  By so  d o in g ,  t h e  Machine s t i l l  

r o l l e d  up trem endous m a j o r i t i e s ,  p u t  t h e  Democrats in  second  

p l a c e  and pushed th e  C i ty  P a r ty  t o  an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i r d  

p l a c e .  Hence, t h e  t e n  Machine R e p u b lican s  p o l l e d  131 ,000  

t o  151 ,000  v o t e s ;  f i v e  Dem ocrats p o l l e d  7 ^ ,0 0 0  t o  80 ,000  

v o te s ;  w h i le  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty  c a n d id a te s  p o l l e d  29 ,000  to

36 ,000  v o t e s . T h i s  t a c t i c  a s s u re d  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  C i ty  

P a r ty  and a l s o  p u t  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats i n t o  a  p o s i t i o n  

o f  s u b s u rv ie n c e  t o  t h e  Durham M achine. F r a n k l in  S . Edmunds, 

chairm an o f  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  d e s c r ib e d  t h i s  

dilemma o f  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats:

The D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  a s  a  m in o r i t y  n a t i o n a l  
p a r t y ,  must have done much t o  a ro u s e  p u b l i c  s e n t i ­
ment on m u n ic ip a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  th ro u g h  t h e  
j u d i c i o u s  use  o f  m in o r i t y  p a t r o n a g e ,  th e  o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n  seemed t o  be  as  s e c u r e l y  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  one 
p a r t y  a s  in  t h e  o t h e r .  4 l

T h e re  was a n o th e r  m a jo r  rea so n  why P h i l a d e l p h i a  Demo­

c r a t s  d id  no t p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  re fo rm  movement. Much o f  

th e  im petus  f o r  re fo rm  came from th e  b u s in e s s  community and 

e s p e c i a l l y  from t h a t  segment committed t o  h ig h  t a r i f f .  I t

^ L o u i s  S e a b e r ,  " P h i l a d e l p h i a ’s Machine in  A c t io n ,"
The In d e p e n d e n t , V o l.  5 8 , 1905, P .  586.

^ F r a n k l i n  S .. Edmonds, "The S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  R ecent 
Reform Movement in  P h i l a d e l p h i a , "  Annals o f  t h e  American 
Academy o f  P o l i t i c a l  and S o c i a l  S c ie n c e s ,  V o l .  27 , 1906, 
p .  r s i : ---------------------------------------------------------
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was n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  1904 p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  th e

Committee o f  70 was founded and th e  R ep u b lican  businessm en

began t h e i r  m a jo r  e f f o r t  t o  f i g h t  t h e  m ach ine .  They w a i te d

u n t i l  a f t e r  R o o s e v e l t ' s  l a n d s l i d e  o f  '0 4  b e c a u se  th e y

f e a r e d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a  re fo rm  movement

would hav e  on R o o s e v e l t ' s  c a n d id a c y .  T hese  R epub lican

bu s in essm en  d id  n o t want m u n ic ip a l  re fo rm  a s s o c i a t e d  in

any way w i th  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  w hich fa v o re d  t a r i f f  
42r e v i s i o n .  Hence, t h e  Democrats w ere shunned by t h e  r e ­

fo rm ers  and b e f r i e n d e d  by th e  m achine R e p u b l ic a n s .

The re fo rm  o r  a n t i -m a c h in e  movement was a l s o  g iv e n  

n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  by Arena m ag az in e ,  w hich  p u b l i s h e d  

s e r i a l l y  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  Rudolph B lan k en b u rg  from F e b ru a ry  

th ro u g h  August 1905. T hese  a r t i c l e s  e n t i t l e d ,  " F o r ty  Y ears  

in  t h e  W ild e rn e s s "  a n a ly z e d  and exposed  t h e  m a c h in a t io n s  

o f  b o s s  r u l e  i n  t h e  c i t y  and s t a t e .  B la n k e n b u rg ' s expose 

o f  t h e  Cam erons, Quay, P e n ro se ,  Lane, M a r t in ,  P o r t e r ,

Durham and t h e i r  m ethods, gave w ide p u b l i c i t y  t o  th e  

d e g e n e r a te  s t a t e  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  p o l i t i c s  and advanced th e  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  b o th  th e  Committee o f  70 and t h e  C i ty  p a r t y .

The g as  l e a s e  c o n t r o v e r s y  so  en ra g e d  th e  p e o p le  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  . t h a t  th e y  tu rn e d  t o  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty  in  t h e  o f f -  

y e a r  m u n ic ip a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1905. Rudolph B lankenburg  and 

Edward A. A nderson w ere e l e c t e d  co u n ty  com m issioners  on th e  

C i ty  P a r t y  t i c k e t  and won by m a j o r i t i e s  o f  4 5 ,0 0 0 .  O th er

^ 2F r a n k l i n  S .  Edmonds, op . c i t . ,  p .  182.
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l e s s  Im p o r ta n t  m u n ic ip a l  p o s t s  a l s o  went t o  t h e  C i ty  P a r t y .  

In  t h e  same e l e c t i o n ,  W ill ia m  H. B e r ry ,  a  re fo rm er-D em o cra t  

from C h e s te r ,  was e l e c t e d  S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r .  In d e e d ,  th e  

c le a n  governm ent movement was g a in in g  s t r e n g t h  in  b o th  t h e  

c i t y  and s t a t e .

The re fo rm e rs  c o n t in u e d  t o  expose f r a u d u l e n t  v o t in g  

p r a c t i c e s  and vowed t o  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  f i g h t  f o r  h o n e s t  

e l e c t i o n s .  E s t im a te s  o f  f r a u d u le n t  names on P h i l a d e l p h i a  

v o t in g  l i s t s  ranged  betw een 7 0 ,000  and 90 ,000  in  1905. The 

re fo rm e rs  b u s i l y  un co v ered  f r a u d  and p u b l i s h e d  t h e i r  f i n d ­

in g s  much t o  t h e  c h a g r in  o f  t h e  g o v e rn o r ,  who, w h i le  p e r ­

s o n a l l y  h o n e s t ,  owed h i s  s u c c e s s  t o  t h e  Quay M achine. The 

f r a u d s  w ere  so b l a t a n t  t o  be  l u d i c r o u s .  F o r  exam ple , a t  

805 Race S t r e e t  122 names were r e g i s t e r e d  in  a  b o a rd in g  

house  t h a t  co u ld  lo d g e  o n ly  s i x t y  p e r s o n s .  Two p e r s o n s  

l i v e d  a t  824 N o rth  8 th  S t r e e t  from w hich  f i f t y - o n e  p e r s o n s

w ere r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o te !  Even names l i k e  W il l ia m  C at and
43John C an ine  w ere d i s c o v e re d  on th e  v o t in g  l i s t s .

G overnor P en nypacker  f i n a l l y  c a l l e d  a  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  

o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  J a n u a ry  6 f  1906 t o  d e a l  M t h  t h e  whole 

i s s u e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o r r u p t i o n  and re fo rm .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  

i n  one month (Ja n u a ry  15 t o  F eb ru a ry  15) p a s s e d  some

^ I s a a e  F . M arcosson , "The Awakening o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a , ” 
W o r ld 's  Work. V o l .  10 , 1 9 0 5 , p .  6 ,6 4 8 .  F o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
d o cu m en ta t io n  o f  f r a u d u l e n t  v o t in g  s e e :  C l in to n  R. Wood­
r u f f ,  "Some Permanent R e s u l t s  o f  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  U pheaval 
o f  1 9 0 5 -0 6 ,"  American J o u r n a l  o f  S o c io lo g y ,  V o l .  1 3 > 1908, 
p p .  253 -263 .
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am azing ly  com prehensive  refo rm  m easures which changed th e  

com plexion o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  in  th e  c i t y  and s t a t e .

The more im p o r ta n t  re fo rm s in c lu d e d :

1 .  The P e r s o n a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act ended th e  u se  
o f  a s s e s s o r s ' l i s t s  and p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  
p e r s o n a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  ev e ry  q u a l i f i e d  
v o t e r ,  th u s  o b v ia t in g  th e  padd ing  o f  v o t in g  
l i s t s .

2 .  The S h e a tz  Uniform Prim ary  Act p ro v id e d  f o r  
t h e  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  a l l  p a r t y  nominees
on th e  same day u n d er  t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  th e  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s .

3 .  The P o l i t i c a l  Assessment Act p r o h i b i t e d  th e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  campaign funds among c i t y  
em ployees .

4 .  The Shern Act p r o h ib i t e d  th e  p o l i c e  from 
engaging  in  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

5* The R o b er ts  Act made i t  m andatory  f o r  a l l  
p o l i t i c a l  c a n d id a te s  t o  g iv e  an a c c o u n t in g  
o f  t h e i r  campaign ex p en ses .

O th e r  re fo rm s  p a s se d  by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in c lu d e d  th e

Jackson  A ct,  which r e g u la t e d  th e  d e p o s i t s  o f  s t a t e  fu n d s ,

and th e  G able C i v i l  S e r v ic e  Act f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  which
44e s t a b l i s h e d  a m e r i t  system  f o r  many o f  t h e  c i t y  em ployees.

The f i r s t  f i v e  a c t s  enum erated above were most im p o r ta n t  in  

t h e  r e g u l a t io n  o f  e l e c t i o n s ,  c a n d id a te s  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  

an d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w ere s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  D em ocra ts .  S in c e  

f r a u d u le n t  v o t in g  had been b l a t a n t ,  many P h i la d e lp h ia n s  

assumed, q u i t e  l o g i c a l l y ,  t h a t  th e  Democrats s u f f e r e d  most 

a t  th e  hands o f  t h e  c o r ru p t  m achine . The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  1906

^ C l i n t o n  R. W oodruff, " P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  R e v o lu t io n ,"  
Y a le  Review, V o l.  15, 1906, pp . 8 -2 3 .
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g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  "w hich was p r a c t i c a l l y  f r e e  from 

f r a u d u l e n t  v o t i n g " ^  s h o u ld ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e v e a l  more a c c u r a t e l y  

t h e  t r u e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  long  abused  m in o r i ty  p a r t y .

D. The G u b e r n a to r i a l  D e fea t  o f  1906

The 1906 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign was an e x te n s io n  o f

th e  p o l i t i c a l  re fo rm  movement s t a r t e d  in  1905* when W ill ia m

H. B e r ry  won h i s  e l e c t i o n  as  T r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  Commonwealth.

The e a r l i e r  m u n ic ip a l  v i c t o r i e s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and th e

l a t e r  re fo rm s ad o p ted  by th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  under  G overnor

Pennypacker  p ro v id e d  t h e  im petus  f o r  a  f u l l  s c a l e  re fo rm

movement to  e l e c t  a  re fo rm  G overnor in  1906. In  May S t a t e

T r e a s u r e r  B e r ry  began t o  u n co v e r  m a jo r  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  in

th e  e x p e n d i tu r e s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  new s t a t e
46c a p i t o l  i n  H a r r i s b u r g .  Hence, t h e  o p p o r tu n e  t im e  

f i n a l l y  came t o  s t r i k e  t h e  f a t a l  d e a th  blow t o  t h e  R e p u b l i ­

can S t a t e  M achine. N a t io n a l  i s s u e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p la y e d  no 

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  1906  can v ass  e x c e p t ,  i n s o f a r  as  

th e  R ep u b lic a n s  t r i e d  t o  co n v in ce  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  a  v o te  

f o r  t h e  GOP would v i n d i c a t e  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  T heodore  

R o o s e v e l t .

The Democrats nom inated Lewis Emery, a  w e a l th y ,  in d e ­

pen d en t  R epub lican  o i l  man from B ra d f o rd ,  f o r  g o v e rn o r .

^ C l i n t o n  R. W oodruff, "Some Permanent R e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  U pheaval o f  1 9 0 5-06 ,"  The American J o u r n a l  o f  
S o c io lo g y , V o l.  1 3 , 1908 , p .  2 6 4 . .  '  “  ~

4 6 p ortenbaugh  and Tarman, P e n n s y lv a n ia :  The S to r y  o f
a Commonwealth, p .  309.
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F u sio n  was e f f e c t e d  when th e  L in c o ln  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  ( th e  

s t a t e - w i d e  re fo rm  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  w hich to o k  t h e  name C i ty  

P a r ty  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a )  a l s o  nom inated Emery f o r  g o v e rn o r .

The R e p u b l ic a n s ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  

campaign would be c o r r u p t io n  and re fo rm , nom inated  Edwin S . 

S t u a r t  f o r  g o v e rn o r .  S t u a r t  s e rv e d  as  Mayor o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

from 1 8 9 1 -1895  and ea rn ed  a  good r e p u t a t i o n  as  an h o n e s t  

bus inessm an  who worked h i s  way up from a s to c k  boy t o  p r o ­

p r i e t o r  o f  L e a r y 's  Book S t o r e .  No one c o u ld  p o i n t  th e  

f i n g e r  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  a t  S t u a r t .  S t u a r t ,  i n  f a c t ,  ad v o c a te d  

re fo rm  b u t  t h e  Record  commented t h a t  he " c o u ld  n o t  be i n ­

duced to  t a k e  p a r t  in  t h e  p o p u la r  u p r i s i n g  which b ro u g h t  

t h e  gang L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  i t s  k n e e s .  He hung b a c k .  He i s  

i n  f a v o r  o f  r e fo rm  a f t e r  i t  i s  a c c o m p lish e d ,"  w hereas

"Lewis Emery was n e v e r  a n y th in g  e l s e  b u t  a  p e r s i s t e n t  and
147c o n s i s t e n t  f r i e n d  o f  re fo rm .

P r o s p e c t s  f o r  a re fo rm  v i c t o r y  g o t  b r i g h t e r  when th e  

C i ty  P a r ty  and t h e  Democrats s u c c e s s f u l l y  e f f e c t e d  fu s io n  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  D. C la re n c e  Gibboney, t h e  C i ty  P a r ty  

c a n d id a te  f o r  D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y ,  and W ill ia m  W. A l le n ,  th e  

C i ty  P a r ty  nominee f o r  c i t y  T r e a s u r e r ,  g o t  p l a c e s  on th e  

D em ocra tic  t i c k e t  w h i le  M a g is t r a te  A. H. L a d n e r ,  a  Demo­

c r a t ,  g o t  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty  nom ina tion  f o r  R e g i s t e r  o f  W i l l s .  

The D em ocra ts ,  how ever, chose  t o  name t h e i r  own c a n d id a te s  

f o r  C o n g ress .  By so d o in g ,  th e y  k e p t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 15 Sep tem ber 1906.
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m u n ic ip a l  i s s u e s  s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t .  The p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  n o m in a tin g  c o n v e n t io n  f o r  D i s t r i c t  

A t to rn e y  d e c l a r e d :

Dem ocrats demand t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  
p o l i t i c s  from m u n ic ip a l  a f f a i r s .  The w ise  and 
p a t r i o t i c  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  a l l i e s ,  t h e  C i ty  P a r ty ,  
y e s t e r d a y  a s s u r e s  us a n o th e r  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  f o r  
good g o v e rn m en t. 48

T h is  p o l i t i c a l  d icho tom y o f  m u n ic ip a l  i s s u e s ,  on th e  one 

hand , and n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  on t h e  o t h e r ,  m a n i fe s te d  i t s e l f  

even f u r t h e r  when th e  C i ty  P a r ty  fu se d  w i th  t h e  R ep u b lic a n s  

on t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  nom inees. No C i ty  P a r ty  man had t o  

f e a r  t h a t  f u s io n  w i th  t h e  Dem ocrats c o u ld  in  any way a f f e c t  

a d v e r s e ly  h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  R o o se v e l t  o r  advance  i n d i r e c t l y  t h e  

D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  o f  t a r i f f  r e v i s i o n .  The con­

g r e s s i o n a l  r a c e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p ro m ised  t o  g iv e  some i n d i ­

c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w hich  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  would resp o n d  

t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  Democracy.

In  Sep tem ber t h e  Dem ocrats and L in c o ln  R ep u b lican s  

opened t h e i r  campaign f o r  Emery and s t r e s s e d  from th e  o u t ­

s e t  t h e  g r e a t  o v e r r i d i n g  im p o rtan ce  o f  t h e  re fo rm  i s s u e .

The e v id e n c e  t h a t  S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r  W il l ia m  H. B e r ry  u n e a r th e d  

a b o u t  g r o s s  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  monies 

a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and f u r n i s h i n g  o f  th e  new 

s t a t e  c a p i t o l  became t h e  r e p e a te d  b a t t l e  c ry  o f  t h e  Emery

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 20 S ep tem ber 1906.
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49cam paign . On 23 O c to b e r  Emery a d d re s s e d  a th ro n g  o f  t h e

Academy o f  M usic, where he  d i s p la y e d  p i e c e s  o f  mahogany

f i n i s h e d  wood p a n e l s  u sed  in  t h e  new c a p i t o l  f o r  which t h e
50commonwealth p a id  th e  p r i c e  o f  s o l i d  mahogany. The n e x t

day he to u r e d  th e  c i t y ,  d e l i v e r e d  s i x  sp e e c h e s  and con-
51t in u e d  t o  hack  away a t  t h e  c a p i t o l  s c a n d a l .

I n  t h e  meantime t h e  R e p u b lican s  i n  b o th  t h e  c i t y  and

s t a t e  c o n t in u e d  t o  s t r e s s  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  e l e c t i n g  S t u a r t

i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a f f i r m  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  R o o s e v e l t .  Jo seph

Cannon, S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a d d re s s e d

t h e  R e p u b lican  r a l l y  f o r  S t u a r t  a t  t h e  Academy o f  Music on

18 O c to b e r  and adm onished th e  a u d ie n c e  n o t  t o  rebuke

R o o se v e l t  by v o t in g  a g a i n s t  S t u a r t .  He f u r t h e r  a s s e r t e d

t h a t  a  v o te  f o r  Emery would o n ly  advance  t h e  c a u se  o f

W ill iam  Je n n in g s  B ryan . Cannon’s sp eech  and an a d d re s s  by

S e n a to r  P h i l a n d e r  Knox, who a rg u ed  s i m i l a r l y ,  w ere b o th

r e p r i n t e d  in  pam phle t form and d i s t r i b u t e d  w id e ly  th ro u g h -  
52o u t  t h e  s t a t e .

As t h e  campaign came t o  a c l o s e ,  many o f  t h e  c l e r g y  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  p re a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  f lo c k s  a b o u t  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s

^ s .  W. P en n y p ack er ,  A u tob iog raphy  o f  a  P e n n s y lv a n ia n ,  
P .  433.

50
P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 24 O c to b e r  1906.

^ 1 I b i d . , 25 O c to b er  1906.

5%>ee pam phle t e n t i t l e d :  " In d o r s e  R o o s e v e l t ,  C on tinue
P r o s p e r i t y  By S u p p o r t in g  The Whole R e p u b l ic a n  T ic k e t"  
(Pam phlet c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty :  
P e n n s y lv a n ia  P o l i t i c s ,  1 9 0 1 -1 5 ) .
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o f  C h r i s t i a n s  to  su p p o r t  t h e  re fo rm  movement. Prom th e  p u l ­

p i t  o f  t h e  f a s h io n a b le  Holy T r i n i t y  Church, R i t te n h o u s e  

S q u a re ,  D r. F loyd  W. Tompkins made a  p l e a  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  

o f  t h e  re fo rm  c a n d id a t e s .  O th e r  p a s t o r s  o f  im p o r ta n t  

c h u rc h e s  l i k e  Old P in e  S t r e e t  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  S t .  M atthew 's  

L u th e ra n ,  T io g a  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  T r i n i t y  L u theran  (Germantown),

and  M arket S quare  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  a l l  c a l l e d  f o r  a  re fo rm  
53v i c t o r y .  Not a  s i n g l e  im p o r ta n t  speech  was made d u r in g  

t h e  e n t i r e  campaign by a  Democrat advanc ing  a D em ocratic  

n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  I The re fo rm  i s s u e  p redom ina ted  o v e r  a l l  

o t h e r  i s s u e s  in  t h e  campaign o f  1 9 0 6 .

D e s p i te  th e  c r i e s  o f  t h e  r e fo rm e rs ,  th e  fu s io n  w i th  

t h e  D em ocra ts ,  t h e  h o m i l ie s  from t h e  p u l p i t s  and t h e  h o n e s t  

e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  th e  re fo rm e rs  went down t o  d e f e a t .  In  

t h e  s t a t e  S t u a r t  p o l l e d  o v e r  506 ,000 v o te s  t o  Em ery 's

4 5 8 ,0 0 0 .  In  th e  c i t y  S t u a r t  g o t  126,639 v o te s  t o  Em ery 's  

9 1 , 8 0 3 . B ut Emery p o l l e d  o n ly  26 ,922  D em ocratic  v o te s  

a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  6 4 ,8 8 l  L in c o ln  R epub lican  v o t e s .  Hence, 

o n ly  tw e lv e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  v o te s  c a s t  f o r  go v ern o r  were 

D e m o c ra t ic .  The o ld  f a i t h f u l  s i x t h  ward p roved  t o  be d i s -  

lo y a d l  t o  t h e  D em ocratic  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nominee in  1906.

Tommy R y a n 's  l i t t l e  ward m achine d e l iv e r e d  t h e  v o te  to  

S t u a r t  in  an o v e r t  and obvious  annex t o  t h e  P e n ro se  R e p u b l i ­

can M achine.

The c o n g r e s s io n a l  r a c e s  were e q u a l ly  d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  

t h e  D em ocra ts .  The p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  a g g re g a te  number o f

5 3 p h i l a d e lp h i a  Record , 5 November 1906.
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D em ocra tic  v o te s  c a s t  f o r  c o n g r e s s io n a l  nominees a l s o  

amounted t o  a s c a n t  tw e lv e  p e r  c e n t .  A l l  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  were p o l i t i c a l  n o n e n t i t i e s .  In  

f o u r  o f  t h e  s i x  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t s  (2 , 4 ,  5 * and 6 ) 

t h e  L in c o ln  R ep u b lican s  fu sed  w i th  t h e  r e g u l a r  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  

and in  o n ly  one d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  o ld  D em ocratic  T h i r d ,  d id  

th e  L in c o ln  p a r t y  f u s e  w i th  t h e  D em ocrats .  D e s p i te  t h e  

f u s io n ,  J .  H. Moore (R) d e f e a te d  W. J .  O 'B r ie n  (D. and L .R .)  

by a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  10 ,000  v o t e s .  Not a  s i n g l e  D em ocratic  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te  made a r e s p e c t a b l e  show ing.

In  commenting on th e  d e f e a t  o f  '0 6 ,  th e  Record s a id :  

"T here  i s  no need o f  c ry in g  o v e r  th e  November s p i l t  m i lk  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a , "  and looked  t o  v i c t o r y  in  t h e  F eb ru a ry  

m u n ic ip a l  e l e c t i o n .  The Record a t t r i b u t e d  th e  R epub lican  

v i c t o r y  t o  t h e  p ro -R o o s e v e l t  f e e l i n g  in  t h e  c i t y  and p r e ­

d i c t e d  t h a t :  "The e l e c t i o n  in  F e b ru a ry  w i l l  be  u n co m p lica ted

by t h e  c h o ic e  o f  F e d e ra l  o r  S t a t e  o f f i c e r s  o r  t h e  i n t r u s i o n
54

o f  F e d e r a l  o r  S t a t e  i s s u e s . "  However, t h e  Record a l s o  

saw t h a t  one p o s i t i v e  accom plishm ent would r e s u l t  from th e  

November d e f e a t :

S e l f  i n t e r e s t  a lo n e  w i l l  prompt th e  
O rg a n iz a t io n  l e a d e r s  t o  w alk  th e  c h a lk  l i n e  
o f  p r o p r i e t y  f o r  a  w h i le  in  an e f f o r t  t o  r e ­
h a b i l i t a t e  th em se lv es  in  t h e  e s t im a t io n  o f  
t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  e lem ent o f  t h e i r  p a r t y .  55

5^ I b i d . , 8 November 1906.

55ibid.
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E . B ry a n 1s T h i rd  B a t t l e

The p o l i t i c a l  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  and e v e n ts  o f  1908 c r e a t e d  

a q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  r e sp o n se  by P h i l a d e lp h ia  Democrats t o  

B r y a n 's  t h i r d  b a t t l e  to  g a in  t h e  p r e s id e n c y .  The i d e o l o g i c a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  w i th in  t h e  p a r t y  a t  l a s t  had v a n is h e d .  I f  any­

t h i n g ,  t h e  1908  canvass  was t h e  most p a l a t a b l e  o f  B r y a n 's  

t h r e e  campaigns t o  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats o f  c o n s e rv a ­

t i v e  tem peram ent. John Cadw alader I I I ,  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  an 

avowed c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  announced h i s  lu k e  warm s u p p o r t  o f  

Bryan in  e a r l y  S eptem ber:

I  now b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
D em ocra tic  p r i n c i p l e s  r e q u i r e s  ev e ry  Democrat 
t o  s u p p o r t  him . . . .

T a f t ' s  indo rsem en t o f  t h e  t h in g s  t h a t  
R o o se v e lt  s ta n d s  f o r ,  i n c lu d in g  t h e  id e a s  o f  
c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  Government, makes B ry a n 's  
c a n d id a c y  p r e f e r a b l e .  56

The D em ocratic  p l a t f o r m  o f  1908* w h i le  th o ro u g h ly  p r o ­

g r e s s i v e ,  d id  n o t  u p s e t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  

b e c a u se  t h e  o ld  guard  co u ld  n o t  f in d  a n y th in g  obnox ious  in  

t h e  v a r io u s  p la n k s  w hich  condemned th e  R e p u b lican s  f o r  

e x a l t i n g  th e  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s  by t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  on r a i l ­

ro a d s ,  t r u s t s  and th e  t a r i f f .

W hile  th e  s c a r s  o f  p re v io u s  i d e o l o g i c a l  b a t t l e s  were 

h e a l e d ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  m a jo r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  

d ev e lo p ed  w hich th r e a t e n e d  t o  im p a ir  t h e  Bryan campaign in  

b o th  t h e  c i t y  and s t a t e .  T h a t c o n t ro v e r s y  c a l l e d  i n t o  

q u e s t io n  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  N a t io n a l  D em ocratic  Committeeman

5 % b i d . , 4 Septem ber 1908.
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James M. G u ffey  as  w e l l  as  C h a r ley  D o n n e lly  and Tommy Ryan 

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

P r i o r  t o  and d u r in g  t h e  D em ocra tic  N a t io n a l  C onvention  

o f  1908, a n t i - G u f f e y  s e n t im e n t  began t o  grow among P e n n s y l ­

v a n ia  D em ocrats  who found t h e  d i c t a t o r i a l  t a c t i c s  o f  "Boss" 

G uffey  o b n o x io u s .  G u f f e y 's  l i b e r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  th e  

p a r t y  c o f f e r s  made many s t a t e  Democrats f e e l  t h a t  he  had 

bough t t h e  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h is  g row ing  r e se n tm e n t  

began t o  j e l l  i n t o  an a n t i - G u f f e y  movement c o n c u r r e n t  w i th  

t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  p ro -B ry an  movement w i t h i n  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  

S in c e  G u ffey  d rag g ed  h i s  f e e t  on B r y a n 's  t h i r d  can d id a c y  

and d e c l i n e d  t o  commit h im s e l f  t o  B ryan , t h e  Bryan men 

began t o  c la m o r  f o r  G u f f e y 's  rem oval.  The Record h a i l e d  

t h e  Bryan movement and saw t h a t  i t  c o u ld  be t h e  v e h i c l e  f o r  

r e t i r i n g  G u ffey :

The f i r s t  B ryan n o m in a tio n  marked t h e  b e g in n in g  
o f  t h e  end o f  what was once a  D em ocra tic  O rg a n iz a ­
t i o n  in  t h i s  S t a t e .  The t h i r d  n o m in a tio n  o f  t h e  
N eb rask an ,  s t r a n g e l y  enough, h o ld s  o u t  a  hope f o r  
t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  an e f f e c t i v e  agency  f o r  good.
T h e re  a r e  enough Dem ocrats in  t h i s  S t a t e ,  i f  
p r o p e r l y  o r g a n iz e d ,  t o  a c c o m p lish  much good f o r  
th e m se lv e s  and t h e i r  f e l lo w  c i t i z e n s .  57

B ry an ,  t o o ,  worked o v e r t l y  f o r  G u f f e y 's  rem oval from

t h e  n a t i o n a l  co m m ittee .  F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l

c a r e e r  he g o t  in v o lv e d  in. s t a t e  p o l i t i c s  when he  denounced

G uffey  t o  a  g roup  o f  150 P e n n sy lv a n ia n s  who v i s i t e d  him a t

L in c o ln ,  N ebraska  en r o u te  t o  t h e  D enver c o n v e n t io n .  Bryan

5 7 I b i d . ,  6 J u ly  1908.
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c a l l e d  f o r  an end o f  G u f fe y 's  l e a d e r s h i p  b e cau se  he "had 

w i l l f u l l y  c o n s p ire d  t o  d e f e a t  what he  knew to  be t h e  

e x p re s s e d  w ish es  o f  t h e  Democrats o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia . "  To 

t h a t  g roup  Bryan a l s o  announced t h a t  he  had n o t i f i e d  G uffey : 

" In  my o p in io n  y o u r  r e e l e c t i o n  would be u n f o r t u n a t e  and 

y o u r  p r e s e n c e  on th e  n a t i o n a l  com m ittee  e m b a r ra s s in g  t o  me 

and my f r i e n d s .

As t h e  f i g h t  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a r t y  commenced, 

Ex-Congressman James K err  o f  C l e a r f i e l d  l e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  G u ffey  w h i le  D onnelly  and Ryan o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s u p p o r te d  

th e  b o s s . The D onnelly-Ryan f a c t i o n  was s e t  back  a t  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  co n v e n t io n  when e i g h t  o f  i t s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e l e ­

g a te s  w ere  r e f u s e d  s e a t s  and r e p la c e d  by p ro -B ry an  men.

The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Bryan men p r o t e s t e d  t h e  s e a t i n g  o f  t h e s e  

D onnelly -R yan  d e l e g a t e s  b e c a u se  th e  R ep u b lican s  had 

a c t u a l l y  h e lp e d  t o  e l e c t  themI In  A p r i l  1908 th e  f i r s t  

p r im a r i e s  w ere  donducted  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  new 

Uniform  P rim ary  Act o f  1906. S in c e  t h e r e  was no p r o v i s i o n  

p r o h i b i t i n g  v o t e r s  from c r o s s in g  o v e r  to  th e  o p p o s i t i o n  

p a r t y  u n d e r  t h i s  new a c t ,  th o u sa n d s  o f  Machine R e p u b l ic a n s  

v o te d  f o r  D onnelly-R yan d e l e g a t e s  i n  th e  D em ocratic  

p r im a r y .  T h is  d e a l  between t h e  R ep u b lican  Machine and  th e  

D onnelly -R yan  Democrats was a  b l a t a n t  example o f  t h e  

m a n ip u la t io n  o f  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

by t h e  M achine, and when th e  com m ittee  on c r e d e n t i a l s  a t

5 8 I b i d . ,  5 J u ly  1 9 0 8 .
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t h e  D enver n a t i o n a l  co n v en tio n  h e a rd  t h e  s t o r y  th e y  r e fu s e d
59t o  s e a t  t h e  D onnelly -R yan  d e l e g a t e s .

The f i n a l  blow t o  G uffey  came d u r in g  th e  co n v en tio n

when th e  D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  com m ittee d e c la r e d  h i s  s e a t

v a c a n t .  In  c a l l i n g  t h e  r o l l  o f  s t a t e s ,  t h e  co n v en tio n

p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  announced a vacancy  f o r  P e n n sy lv a n ia

and ask ed  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  d e l e g a t io n  t o  caucus in  o rd e r

t o  e l e c t  a  new c h a irm an . F o r ty  o f  th e  s i x t y - e i g h t  d e le g a te s

caucused  and e l e c t e d  James K err  t o  G u f f e y 's  p o s i t i o n .  The

G uffey  men r e a l i z e d  t h e  imminence o f  d e f e a t  and d id  not
60even b o th e r  t o  a t t e n d  th e  ca u c u s .

The c o n v e n t io n  q u ic k ly  and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  ad o p ted  

t h e  p l a t f o r m  and nom inated  Bryan f o r  t h e  p r e s id e n c y .  Judge 

P a r k e r  s p e n t  h o u rs  w r i t i n g  th e  p l a t f o r m  which Bryan endorsed  

w i th  e n th u s ia s m .  At l a s t ,  th e  p a r t y  came t o g e t h e r  and 

managed t o  f u s e  b o th  i t s  p r o g r e s s i v e  and t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i n c i ­

p l e s  i n t o  a c o h e re n t  p l a t f o r m  w hich  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  e x t r e m is t s  

and a t t r a c t e d  t h e  m id d le  o f  th e  r o a d e r s .  A f te r  t h e  con­

v e n t io n  ended t h e  Record announced i t s  su p p o r t  o f  Bryan b u t  

s t i l l  mourned t h e  p a s s in g  o f  t h e  o ld  D em ocratic  f a i t h  based  

upon t h e  s t r i c t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n :

T h e re  i s  a  d r i f t  in  b o th  p a r t i e s  away 
from s a f e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o o rin g s .  But on 
im m edia te  and v i t a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  d i v i d e  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n  o f  th e  n a t i o n  t h e  D em ocratic  
p a r t y  i s  most f i r m ly  ro o te d  in  th e  f a i t h  o f  th e  
f a t h e r s . 6 l

59 i b i d . ,  10 J u ly  1 9 0 8 .

6° I b i d .

6 l I b i d . ,  11 J u ly  1908.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



183

I d e o l o g i c a l  harmony, a t  long  l a s t ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  

p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  campaign in  1 90 8 ; b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d i s c o r d  im p a ire d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  campaign 

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  B oth  D o n n e lly  and Ryan c lu n g  t e n a c i o u s ly  

t o  t h e  c o a t  t a i l s  o f  James M. G uffey  and r e fu s e d  t o  a c c e p t  

th e  d e c i s io n  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  Democrats t o  r e p la c e  G uffey  

w i th  K e r r .  T h is  caused  u t t e r  c o n fu s io n  among th e  Bryan 

Democrats in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  who fo llo w e d  K e r r ' s  l e a d e r s h i p .

The s u p p o r t e r s  o f  Bryan and K e rr  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  D o n n e lly -  

Ryan o r g a n i z a t i o n  would c u t  th e  Commoner in  t h e  November 

e l e c t i o n ;  so  th e y  formed a s e p a r a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  

th e  Bryan League.

D uring  th e  n e x t  s i x  weeks th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats 

engaged in  a  f u r i o u s  tu g  o f  war o v e r  t h e  B ryan -G uffey  i s s u e .  

The Bryan L eaguers  o rg a n iz e d  s u p p o r t e r s  in  every  ward in  

th e  c i t y  and d e c id e d  t o  p u t  a  Bryan League t i c k e t  on th e
62b a l l o t .  The D onnelly-Ryan C i ty  Committee met and b i t t e r l y  

a t t a c k e d  Bryan f o r  h i s  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and th e n  went on t o  "p le d g e "  t h e i r  " s i n c e r e  

s u p p o r t  t o  W ill iam  Je n n in g s  B ry an ."  As th e  s t r u g g l e  con­

t i n u e d ,  s u p p o r t  began t o  grow f o r  th e  Bryan League a d v o c a te s .  

On 30 J u ly  t h e  l a r g e  C e n t r a l  D em ocra tic  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  1415

L ocust S t r e e t  v o te d  50-1  t o  s u p p o r t  K e rr  and t h e  e f f o r t s  o f
64th e  Bryan League. On t h e  same day th e  Record gave i t s

62 I b i d . ,  19 J u ly  1908.

6 3I b l d . ,  19 J u ly  1908.
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s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  Bryan League and c a l l e d  f o r  an end o f  t h e

"D onnelly -R yan  gang a n n e x . O n  5 August t h e  Bryan League

opened t h e i r  campaign h e a d q u a r te r s  a t  D o o n e r 's  H o te l  and

began p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  nom ina tion  o f  a  com ple te  in d e -
66

p en d en t  D em ocra tic  t i c k e t .  C o n cu rren t  w i th  t h e  fo rm a tio n  

o f  t h e  Bryan League in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a  s i m i l a r  movement 

d ev e lo p ed  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  The s t a t e  Bryan League 

Committee met in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  on 7 August and a g re e d  t o  run 

a f u l l  s l a t e  o f  Bryan Democrats in  o r d e r  t o  end p a r t y  con­

t r o l  by t h e  G uffey  m e n . ^  The P h i l a d e l p h i a  Bryan League 

Dem ocrats were e s p e c i a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  o v e r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h i r t e e n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  D em ocratic  nominees in  P h i l a d e l ­

p h ia  d i s t r i c t s  g a in e d  t h e i r  n o m in a tio n s  by Machine R epub lican  

v o t e s .

On 15 S ep tem ber Bryan a g a in  d a z z le d  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  

when he made a q u ic k  campaign t o u r  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  

en r o u te  t o  New J e r s e y .  B e fo re  a  crowd o f  5*000 in  f r o n t  

o f  t h e  Record B u i l d i n g ,  Bryan a t t a c k e d  t h e  R e p u b lican  Machine 

and c a l l e d  f o r  a  l a r g e  D em ocra tic  v o te  in  November. T h is  

r a l l y  was p la n n e d  by t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Bryan League:

N a t io n a l  Committeeman James K e r r ,  E x -C ity  Chairman John 

T h o rn to n ,  and S t a t e  Bryan League Chairman J e r e  S .  B la c k .

From th e  Record B u i ld in g  Bryan p ro c e e d e d  t o  t h e  B e l lv u e

65 ib id .
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S t r a t f o r d  H o te l ,  where he a d d re s s e d  a crowd o f  4 ,0 0 0 .  At 

t h i s  r a l l y  he  c o n f e r r e d  w i th  r e g u l a r  o r g a n iz a t i o n  men i n ­

c lu d in g  S t a t e  Chairman D im e lin g ,  C i ty  Chairman O’D o n n e ll  

and S t a t e  S u p e r io r  C ourt c a n d id a te  W ebste r  Grim. D uring  

a p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e  w hich  fo llo w e d  t h e  r a l l y  he  made h i s

d e s i r e  f o r  p a r t y  u n i t y  c l e a r  and r e f u s e d  t o  answ er q u e s t io n s
68r e g a rd in g  h i s  p re v io u s  f a l l i n g  o u t  w i th  G u ffe y .  The c a r e ­

f u l ,  s k i l l f u l  and a m ic a b le  way Bryan co n d u c ted  h im s e l f  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  a id e d  in  t h e  su b se q u e n t  coming t o g e t h e r  o f  t h e  

two D em ocra tic  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

F o r tu n a t e l y  b o th  f a c t i o n s  r e a l i z e d  t h e  u rgency  o f  

g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  a v e r t  t h e  im pending p a r t y  sch ism  which 

co u ld  o n ly  h u r t  t h e  Bryan c a u se  in  t h e  c i t y .  The Bryan 

f o r c e s  made t h e  f i r s t  move tow ard  u n i t y  by a p p o in t in g  

C h a r le s  H. D ougherty  as  chairm an o f  t h e  Bryan campaign in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  T h is  move, prom pted  by Bryan and K e r r ,  

p l e a s e d  a l l  t h e  segm ents o f  t h e  p a r t y  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  h ig h  

r e g a rd  t h a t  a l l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocrats ,,  i n c lu d in g  D o n n e lly  

and Ryan, had f o r  Doughferfcy. A r e a l - e s t a t e  b ro k e r  by 

o c c u p a t io n ,  D ougherty  had lo n g  been  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  

o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y . ^  He s e rv e d  in  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

back  in  t h e  1 8 7 1 -7 2  s e s s i o n  and c o n t in u e d  th ro u g h  t h e  y e a r s  

t o  be know ledgeab le  c o n c e rn in g  p a r t y  a f f a i r s .  Through h i s

6^ I b i d . , 16 Sep tem ber 1908.
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l e a d e r s h i p  and th e  c o o p e ra t io n  o f  b o th  f a c t i o n s ,  an  a g r e e ­

ment was f i n a l l y  reach ed  whereby a l l  r e g u l a r  D em ocra tic  

nominees would be  a c c e p te d  and su p p o r te d  by b o th  g ro u p s  

e x c e p t  t h o s e  l e g i s l a t i v e -  c a n d id a te s  who g a in e d  t h e i r  

n o m in a tio n s  by R ep u b lican  s u p p o r t .  The Democrats d e c id e d  

t o  fu s e  w i th  t h e  r e fo rm e rs  by s u p p o r t in g  some o f  t h e  P h i l a ­

d e lp h i a  P a r ty  and C i ty  P a r ty  nominees in  t h e s e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

d i s t r i c t s .  A f t e r  a  long  summer o f  i n t r a - p a r t y  c o n f l i c t ,

b o th  Ryan and D o n n e lly  p r e d i c t e d  a b ig  v o te  f o r  Bryan
70which would exceed  9 0 ,0 0 0 .  As t h e  campaign moved t o  i t s  

most i n t e n s e  p h a s e  ( s t a r t i n g  in  O ctober)  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Democrats began t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  d iv e r g e n t  f o r c e s  to  

g iv e  Bryan t h e i r  f u l l  s u p p o r t .

Back in  m id - J u ly ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  D em ocra tic  movement g o t  

a  b o o s t  when John M i t c h e l l ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n ited  Mine 

W orkers , and Samuel Gompers, p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  A. P .  Qf L . ,  

announced t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  B ryan . T h i s ,  no d o u b t ,  h e lp e d  

c r e a t e  a  f a v o r a b le  re sp o n se  t o  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  by 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  w o rk e rs .  E x -C ity  C h a tm a n  John A. T horn ton  

and M a g is t r a t e  Jo sep h  S . B oy le  r e p o r te d  on 18 Sep tem ber 

g r e a t  Bryan g a in s  in  t h e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f  West P h i l a d e l p h i a  

where many r a i l r o a d  employees l i v e d .  They a l s o  e s t im a te d  

t h a t  one f o u r t h  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  w orkers  in  t h e  n o r th e a s t e r n  

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  men who n o rm a lly  v o te d  R e p u b l ic a n ,  were 

s u p p o r t in g  B ry a n .  They f u r t h e r  r e p o r t e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t

7 ° I b i d . , 31 O c to b e r  1908.
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t h a t  t h e  w o rk ers  co u ld  n o t be i n t i m i d a t e d  o r  bamboozled i n t o
71v o t in g  a g a i n s t  B ryan . B r y a n 's  l a s t  campaign was th e  o n ly

one i n  w hich  t h e  f a c t o r  o f  i n t i m i d a t i o n  can be d is m is s e d ,

a t  l e a s t ,  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

T h e re  w e re ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  some i s o l a t e d  in s t a n c e s  o f

economic p r e s s u r e s  b e in g  e x e r t e d  upon employees t o  v o te  f o r

T a f t ,  b u t  th e  a b se n c e  o f  c o m p la in ts  by w orkers  o r  p a r t y

l e a d e r s  p ro v e s  t h a t  c o e r c iv e  t a c t i c s  w ere  r a r e l y  used  in

t h e  1908 cam paign . In  an e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d :  "Bryan,

T a f t  and t h e  T r u s t s , "  t h e  Record r e p o r t e d  t h a t  S .  S.

E v e la n d ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a t r u s t  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p o s te d  a

n o t i c e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  d e c r e a s e d  wages would n o t  be

i n c r e a s e d  i f  B ryan were e l e c t e d .  But t h a t  f a c t  was n o t  th e

main p o i n t  o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l .  The Record  compared T a f t ' s

p o s i t i o n  t o  B r y a n 's  p o s i t i o n  on t r u s t s  and p o in te d  o u t  t h a t

T a f t  a s s u r e d  h i s  a u d ie n c e s  t h a t  he  a d v o c a te d  th e  r e g u l a t i o n

o f  t h e  t r u s t s .  B u t ,  t h e  Record went on t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e

t r u s t s  w ere  s u p p o r t in g  T a f t ,  who co u ld  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be
72r e l i e d  upon t o  cu rb  th e  t r u s t s .

In  l a t e  O c to b e r  s e v e r a l  hundred  unemployed t e x t i l e  

w o rk e rs  c o n g re g a te d  a t  a  v a c a n t  l o t  i n  K ensing ton  to  h e a r  

s e v e r a l  D em ocra tic  o r a t o r s  blame t h e  h a r d  t im es  on t h e  

R e p u b l ic a n s .  Edward McNulty, a  t e x t i l e  w o rk er ,  p r e s id e d  and

7 •'• I b i d . , 18 Sep tem ber 1908.
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e s t im a te d  in  h i s  opening  rem arks t h a t  2 0 ,0 0 0  t e x t i l e  w orkers

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  were unemployed. M ichael Donohoe, t h e

D em ocratic  nominee f o r  C o n g ress ,  blamed t h e  unemployment on

th e  h ig h  t a r i f f  and th e  t r u s t s ,  and co nc luded  h i s  rem arks

by d e c l a r i n g :  " I  s ta n d  where t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  s ta n d s

and where Samuel Gompers Stands*. . . . "  The w orkers  a l s o

hea rd  Samuel J .  R a n d a l l ,  J r . ,  t h e  l a t e  c o n g ressm an 's  son

who l e f t  t h e  p a r t y  i n  1 8 9 6 . R a n d a ll  b l a s t e d  th e  R ep u b lican s

and s a i d :  "The p a n ic  was u n n e c e s sa ry  b u t  i t  was b ro u g h t  on

by th e  b a ro n s  o f  W all S t r e e t ,  who, u n d e r  t h e  R epub lican

t a r i f f ,  a r e  a b l e  t o  say  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e  c o u n try  s h a l l
73p r o s p e r  o r  s t a r v e . "

F o r  t h e i r  campaign w ind -up , t h e  R ep u b lican s  b ro u g h t

U ncle Joe  Cannon, S p eak er  o f  th e  House, f o r  a  w h ir lw in d

sp eak in g  t o u r  o f  th e  c i t y .  Cannon a d d re s s e d  l a r g e  crowds

in  West P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  K ens ing ton  and a t  t h e  Academy o f

M usic. In  a l l  h i s  speeches  he a d v o c a te d  t a r i f f  r e v i s i o n

b u t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  r e v i s e d  s c h e d u le s  had t o  be based

upon a s o l i d ,  p r o t e c t i v e  f o u n d a t io n .  He conceded t h a t

Bryan had a b i l i t y  b u t  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  h i s  c h i e f  a b i l i t y '

was th e  f a c i l e  way in  which he  d e c e iv e d  t h e  p e o p le .  To th e

w orkers  he a rg u ed  t h a t  t h e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  co u ld  be t r u s t e d

f o r  fo l lo w in g  a  s a f e  p o l i c y  b u t  "Lord o n ly  knows" what
74would happen i f  th e  Democrats g a in e d  pow er.

73I b i d . ,  26 O ctober  1 9 0 8 .
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The Democrats r e a l i z e d  t h a t  th e y  co u ld  n o t c a r r y  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a ,  b u t  i n  th e  f i n a l  days o f  t h e  campaign t h e i r  

op tim ism  in c r e a s e d  as  th e y  saw s ig n s  o f  g r e a t e r  su p p o r t  

from t h e  w orking  c l a s s .  W il l ia m  S . V are ,  R ecorder  o f  Deeds 

and a l e a d e r  i n  th e  R ep u b lican  M achine, made th e  s t a r t l i n g  

p r o c la m a t io n  a t  a p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  on 29 O c to b e r ,  t h a t  i f  

Bryan were e l e c t e d ,  t h e  Southw ard M i l l s  would c l o s e .  He 

s t a t e d  t h a t  John B u r t ,  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  S o u th ­

ward M i l l s ,  t o l d  him o f  t h e  p la n  t o  s h u t  down. B u r t ,  an 

a c t i v e  R e p u b lic a n ,  p u b l i c l y  d e n ie d  t h e  s ta te m e n t  and 

e x p la in e d  t h a t  V are m isu n d e rs to o d  him in  a  p re v io u s  con­

v e r s a t i o n .  B u r t  announced t h a t  as  lo n g  as  o rd e rs  con­

t i n u e d  t o  come in  t h a t  th e  m i l l s  would remain open and t h a t  

t h e i r  5 ,000  w orkers  would c o n t in u e  t o  have t h e i r  j o b s .  The 

Record in  commenting on th e  i n c i d e n t  o b se rv ed :  "That

f a v o r i t e  R ep u b lican  argum ent f o r  c o e rc in g  r e l u c t a n t  work-
75men . . . was exposed in  a l l  i t s  h o llo w  f a l s i t y . "  The 

whole e p iso d e  s i g n i f i e d  t h a t ,  w h i le  businessm en d id  n o t  

fo l lo w  Bryan in  1908, th e y  were no t so  f r i g h t e n e d  t o  r e s o r t  

t o  c o e rc io n  o r  i n t i m i d a t i o n  i n  h i s  t h i r d  c a n v a s s .

As th e  bus inessm en  assumed a m o d era te  s ta n c e  on B ryan , 

o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  s te p p e d  up t h e i r  e f f o r t s  in  h i s  b e h a l f .

C h a r le s  Hope, s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Labor Union, c a l l e d  

upon P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  90 ,000  un ion  members t o  g iv e  Bryan a  b ig  

v o te  and a l s o  asked  a l l  un io n  members t o  a s s i s t  t h e  D em ocra tic

7 5 i b i d . ,  31 O ctober  1 9 0 8 .
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p a r t y  w orkers  a t  t h e  p o l l s  on e l e c t i o n  d ay .

D e s p i te  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r ,  Bryan a g a in  

went down t o  d e f e a t .  He p o l l e d  75*000 v o te s  t o  T a f t ' s

185 , 0 0 0 , which amounted t o  t w e n ty - f iv e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  v o te  

and e q u a le d  h i s  1900 p e r c e n ta g e .  As u s u a l ,  o n ly  t h e  s i x t h  

ward v o te d  f o r  B ry an .  None o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  

d id  w e l l .  The a g g r e g a te  number o f  v o te s  c a s t  f o r  Demo­

c r a t i c  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  amounted to n o n ly  tw e n ty -o n e  

p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v o te s  c a s t .  In  a l l  t h e  c i t y  c o n t e s t s  

th e  Machine sw ept t o  v i c t o r y .  N e i th e r  t h e  Record n o r  t h e  

p a r t y  l e a d e r s  o f f e r e d  any excuses  f o r  t h e  d e f e a t  in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a .  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R e p u b lican ism  had become so h a b i t u a l  

t h a t  ev e ry o n e  m e re ly  a c c e p te d  i t .

F . T h w art in g  Reform : The P o l i t i c a l  F ia s c o  o f  1910

Even th o u g h  t h e  1910 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign r e l a t e d  

in  no d i r e c t  way t o  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  i t  d id  s i g n i f y ,  how­

e v e r ,  t h e  u t t e r  d e p th s  t o  which t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  had  d e c l i n e d .  The 1910 s t a t e - w i d e  i s s u e  

c e n te r e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  upon re fo rm . The im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  a b o u t  

t h i s  campaign r e g a rd in g  t h e  Dem ocrats i s  t h a t  th e y  th w a r te d  

th e  re fo rm  movement by r e f u s in g  t o  c o o p e r a te  w i th  i t  and 

th e r e b y  i n d i r e c t l y  a id e d  th e  m achine R e p u b l ic a n s  b o th  in  

t h e  c i t y  and s t a t e .

In  November 1908 N a t io n a l  Committeeman James K e r r  d i e d .  

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  t h e  G uffey  p e o p le  r e g a in e d  c o n t r o l

T ^ I b i d . , 1 November 1 9 0 8 .
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o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and C o l .  G uffey  assumed h i s  o ld

p o s t  a s  N a t io n a l  Committeeman. D o n n e lly  and Ryan c o n t in u e d

t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  o r g a n iz a t io n  s in c e  th e  Bryan

League s im p ly  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  1908 e l e c t i o n .  The

o ld  p a r t y  b o s s e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  D em ocra tic

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p la n n e d  th e  1910 cam paign . The t e s t  o f

s t r e n g t h  came when th e  s t a t e  Democrats convened a t  A llen tow n

in  June  t o  nom inate  a  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  t i c k e t .  W il l iam  H.

B e r ry  t h e  re fo rm  Democrat and fo rm er S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r ,  who

exposed  t h e  C a p i to l  s c a n d a l ,  made a  v a l i a n t  f i g h t  f o r  th e

n o m in a t io n ,  b u t  t h e  G u f f e y i t e s  chose  t o  c o n f e r  t h e  honor
77upon W eb s te r  Grim o f  Bucks County . Grim e p i to m iz e d  r e c t i ­

tu d e  and r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  A v e ry  handsome man, he s e rv e d  in  

t h e  s t a t e  S e n a te  and ad v o c a te d  a l l  t h e  r i g h t  re fo rm  m e a su re s .  

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  he  s e rv e d  as  a 

ch u rc h  o r g a n i s t ,  composed m u sic ,  and en jo y ed  th e  f e l lo w s h ip  

o f  h i s  lo d g e  as  Grand c h i e f  o f  t h e  K n ig h ts  o f  t h e  Golden 

E a g le .  On p a p e r  he had a l l  t h e  r i g h t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and 

c o n n e c t io n s  w hich  prom pted  th e  New York Sun t o  o b se rv e  t h a t  

a s  S t a t e  S e n a to r  he  had b e e n ,  " b o th  u s e f u l  and o rn am en ta l  a t  

H a r r i s b u r g .

The B e r ry  f o r c e s  c a r r i e d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t i e s  a t  

t h e  S t a t e  D em ocra tic  co n v e n t io n  b u t  c o u ld  n o t  overcome th e

T^See f u l l  a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  E vening  B u l l e t i n  ( P h i l a d e l ­
p h ia )  16 June 1910 (Gordon S crap b o o k , 1 907-1913).

T&The New York Sun, 17 June 1910 (Gordon Scrapbook , 
1907-1377"
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s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  Machine in  P i t t s b u r g h  o r  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a .  T hus , Grim c l in c h e d  th e  n o m in a tio n  when P h i l a d e l ­

p h ia  c a s t  f i f t y  o f  i t s  f i f t y - t w o  v o te s  f o r  him . The B e rry  

D em ocra ts ,  in d e p e n d e n ts  and re fo rm  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  in c e n se d  a t  

t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t io n ,  accu sed  G uffey  o f  p u t t i n g  up 

a  weak c a n d id a t e  and an n ex in g  t h e  D em ocra tic  Machine t o  th e  

P e n ro se  M achine, t h e r e b y  a s s u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  John T en er ,  

t h e  R e p u b lic a n  nom inee. The a n t i -M a c h in e  men o f  b o th  p a r t i e s  

q u ic k ly  formed t h e  K eystone  p a r t y  and nom inated  B e r ry  f u r  

g o v e r n o r .

As t h e  campaign p r o g r e s s e d ,  th e  K eystone movement 

g a in e d  s t r e n g t h  and t h e  Democrats g o t  w eaker .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  

a t t e m p ts  d u r in g  O c to b e r  t o  f u s e  t h e  D em ocra tic  and Keystone 

p a r t i e s  f a i l e d .  In  t h e  f i n a l  weeks o f  th e  campaign th e  

D em ocra tic  S t a t e  Committee c o n s id e re d  d ro p p in g  i t s  t i c k e t  

and s u b s t i t u t i n g  Ex-Mayor G u th r ie  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  as  t h e  new 

nominee f o r  g o v e rn o r  i f  t h e  K eystone  p a r t y  would j o i n  in  

s u p p o r t  o f  G u th r i e .  Grim even c a n c e l l e d  many sp e a k in g  

engagem ents i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a  f a v o r a b le  re sp o n s e  by th e  

K e y s to n e r s .  The K eystone  p a r t y ,  however, ch o se  to  have  no 

p a r t  i n  any p la n  w hich  p ro p o sed  t o  drop  B e r ry  from t h e  to p  

p l a c e  on th e  t i c k e t  an d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e y  r e f u s e d  t o  c o o p e ra te  

w i th  t h e  D em ocra ts .

As t h e  campaign came t o  a c l o s e ,  e n th u s ia sm  and su p p o r t  

ran  h ig h  f o r  t h e  K e y s to n e rs .  Rudolph B lankenburg  campaigned

^ T h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 21 O c to b er  1910.
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v ig o r o u s ly  f o r  a  Keystone v i c t o r y  and p r e d i c t e d  a t  a  P h i l a ­

d e lp h ia  r a l l y  on 4 November t h a t  B e r ry  would be e l e c t e d
80G overnor.  In  a d d i t io n  t o  t h e  D onnelly-Ryan o rg a n iz a t io n *  

th e  on ly  o t h e r  s u p p o r t  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  W ebster Grim 

came from th e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  R ecord , which had t o  f a l l  back

on th e  weak argument t h a t  p a r t y  r e g u l a r i t y  n e c e s s i t a t e d
« , 81s u p p o r t in g  Grim.

The d e v a s t a t in g  D em ocratic  d e f e a t  o f  1910 pushed  th e  

p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e lp h i a  to  i t s  a l l  t im e  low d u r in g  th e  whole 

C lev e lan d -B ry an  e r a .  In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  W ebster  Grim p o l l e d  

o n ly  16 ,000  v o te s  o r  s ix  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  c a s t !  B e r ry  

p o l l e d  8 6 ,000  o r  f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  w h i le  T e n e r  c a r r i e d  th e  

c i t y  p o l l i n g  1 3 0 ,0 0 0  o r  f i f t y - f o u r  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  v o t e .

In  th e  s t a t e  T en er  d e f e a te d -B e r ry  412 ,000 t o  3 8 2 ,0 0 0 ,  w h i le  

Grim p la c e d  a  p i t i a b l e  t h i r d  w i th  129,000 v o t e s .  The n e t  

e f f e c t  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  s t r a t e g y  and th e  D em ocratic  can v ass  

a c t u a l l y  r e t a r d e d  re fo rm . Had t h e  Democrats nom inated 

B e r ry ,  who h im s e l f  was a D em ocrat, th e y  would have won th e  

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e  in  1 9 1 0 .

The P h i l a d e lp h ia  v o te  made t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  s i c k e r  

th a n  e v e r .  Grim c a r r i e d  on ly  Tommy R yan 's  s i x t h  ward w h i le  

B e r ry  c a r r i e d  tw e lv e  wards and d e m o n s tra te d  amazing s t r e n g t h  

th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y .  The o ld  D em ocratic  Machine chose  t o  

back  Grim, a  f ig u re h e a d ,  and th e r e b y  a s s u r e d  th e  dominance

8^ I b i d . , 4 November 1910.

8 * I b id .
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o f  t h e  R ep u b lican  M achine. The Democrats m issed  t h e  oppor­

t u n i t y  f o r  p a r t y  re su rg e n c e  in  1910 and , i n s t e a d ,  ehose  to  

hang o n to  th e  s m a l l ,  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  s i x t h  w ard , t h e  " o ld  

Sarum" o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy.

In  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  r a c e s  t h e  D em ocratic  c a n d id a te s  

f a r e d  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  th a n  Grim b ecau se  th e y  managed to  

e l e c t  one congressm an, M ichael Donohoe, in  th e  F i f t h  d i s t r i c t .  

However, h i s  e l e c t i o n  was acco m p lish ed  by f u s io n  w i th  t h e  

K eystone p a r t y .  He d e f e a te d  F ou lk rod  by ab o u t 2 ,000  v o te s  

b u t  he p o l l e d  1 6 ,8 66 K eystone v o te s  t o  o n ly  2 ,0 3 2  Demo­

c r a t i c  v o t e s .  In  fo u r  o f  t h e  rem ain ing  f i v e  d i s t r i c t s  th e  

D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te s  f o r  Congress p o l l e d  few er  v o te s  th an  

th e  K eystone c a n d i d a t e s .  Only in  th e  F o u r th  d i s t r i c t  d id  a 

D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te  come in  second p l a c e ;  b u t  in  t h a t  

d i s t r i c t  no K eystone c a n d id a te  r a n i  The a g g r e g a te  number 

o f  D em ocra tic  v o te s  c a s t  f o r  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  

amounted t o  o n ly  e ig h t  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  a n o th e r  a l l  

t im e  low f o r  t h e  p a r t y .
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CHAPTER V II

PHILADELPHIA DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADERSHIP

In  1880 t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

com prised  many d i v e r s e  b u t  c o h e re n t  e le m e n ts .  In  r e l i g i o u s  

a f f i l i a t i o n ,  e t h n i c  b ack g ro u n d , economic and s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy, in  v a ry in g  d e g r e e s ,  

e p i to m iz e d  t h e  c a t h o l i c i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  I r i s h  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  

m id d le  c l a s s  b u s in essm en , P h i l a d e l p h i a  b lu e  b lo o d s ,  n a t i v e  

A m ericans ,  German L u th e ra n s  and th e  o ld  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Jew ish  

community w ere a l l  r e p r e s e n te d  w i th in  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l s  

o f  t h e  p a r t y .  Throughou t t h e  8 0 's ,  a  d ecad e  o f  p a r t y  u n i t y ,  

t h e s e  many d i v e r s e  l e a d e r s  c o o p e ra te d  t o  make th e  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y  a  v ig o ro u s  m in o r i ty  f o r c e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  B u t,  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y  had  changed d r a m a t ic ­

a l l y  s i n c e  a l l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  c a t h o l i c i t y  had  d i s ­

a p p e a re d  "by 1910. I t  i s  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  t o  

fo cu s  on th e  s h i f t s  w i th in  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  

p a r t y  and t o  a n a ly z e  th e  fu n d am en ta l  changes  which o c c u r re d  

d u r in g  t h e  C lev e lan d -B ry an  e r a  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  b ra n c h  o f  

t h e  n a t i o n a l  Democracy.

W hile  t h e  8 0 's  can p r o p e r l y  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  th e  

decade  o f  h ope , t h e  n ex t  decade  was a  t u r b u l e n t  and c r i t i c a l
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one f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  D em ocra ts .  R a n d a l l ' s  d e a th  in  1890 

n o t  o n ly  ended an e r a  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  Democracy, 

i t  a l s o  s i g n a l i z e d  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  m a jo r  l e a d e r s h i p  s h i f t s  

in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p a r t y .  The f i g h t  f o r  R a n d a l l ' s  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  s e a t  by W ill ia m  McAleer was t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  tow ard  

t h e  I r i s h  t a k e o v e r  o f  th e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  In  t h e  n ex t  

s i x  c h a o t i c  y e a r s  ( 189O -I8 9 6 ) th e  McAleer f a c t i o n  g a in e d  

c o n t r o l  o f  R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  d i s t r i c t .  But i t  was in  1896  t h a t  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  by 

t h e  I r i s h  was a c c o m p lish e d .  B r y a n 's  f i r s t  b a t t l e  d e a l t  t h e  

d e a th  blow t o  t h o s e  d i v e r s e  e lem en ts  o f  D em ocra tic  l e a d e r ­

s h ip  w hich had  so  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e ­

n e s s  and u n i t y  o f  t h e  p a r t y  in  th e  8 0 ' s .  At t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

l e v e l  t h e  Bryan f i g h t  o f  '96  was t h e  g r e a t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  

in  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy b e c a u se  t h e  I r i s h  

l e a d e r s  g a in e d  co m p le te  m a s te ry  o f  t h e  p a r t y  when t h e  

b us inessm en  and a r i s t o c r a t s  walked o u t  t o  j o i n  t h e  J e f f e r ­

s o n ia n  movement.

Through th e  f i r s t  t e n  y e a r s  o f  th e  new c e n t u r y ,  t h e  

d ecad e  o f  D em ocra tic  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  p a r t y  m ere ly  lim ped 

a lo n g  u n d e r  t h e  d o m in a tio n  o f  two I r i s h  p o l i t i c a l  b o s s e s ,  

C h a r le y  D o n n e lly  and Tommy Ryan. D uring  t h i s  d ecad e  th e  

Dem ocrats s u f f e r e d  r e c u r r i n g  d e f e a t s  and became o n ly  a  m ic ro ­

s c o p ic  and i n e f f e c t u a l  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  in  t h e  c i t y .  The 

D onnelly -R yan  I r i s h  p o l i t i c a l  c lu b  f a i l e d  t o  a t t r a c t  l e a d e r s  

w i th  d i v e r s e  e th n i c  b ack g ro u n d s .  The c r i p p l e d  Democracy o f
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P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  t h i s  decade  no lo n g e r  had t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  

p a t r i c i a n s ,  m id d le  c l a s s  P r o t e s t a n t s  o r  bus inessm en  who had 

c o n t r i b u t e d  so  much t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  from 1880  t o  

1896.

Any a t te m p t  t o  ra n k  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  i n v a r i a b l y  r a i s e s  

t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  what o b j e c t i v e  c r i t e r i a  w ere used  t o  d e r i v e  

such  r a n k in g s .  I t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  im p o s s ib le  t o  p o i n t  t o  a  

s p e c i f i c ,  c o n c r e t e ,  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t  w hich  would p l a c e  

H a r r i t y  above McMullen o r  P u r th  below  R a n d a l l .  The r a n k in g s ,  

t h e n ,  a r e  a r b i t r a r y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h a t  word: 

“ s u b j e c t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l ;  d i s c r e t i o n a r y ." 1 A r e a d in g  o f  

t h e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s ,  o b i t u a r i e s  and con tem porary  

new spaper  a c c o u n ts  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  seems to  make i t  

c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  e i g h t  men named as  t h e  most im p o r ta n t  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  Democrats d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s ,  d e s e rv e d  t o  be  i n  t h a t  

c a t e g o r y .  At t h e  second  l e v e l ,  t h e  te rm  le a d in g  Dem ocrats 

o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i s  u sed  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  second  l e v e l  o f  

D em ocra tic  l e a d e r s h i p .  T hus ,  some men who had  l i t t l e  t o  do 

w i th  t h e  a c t u a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w ere  p la c e d  

in  t h i s  c a te g o r y  b e c a u se  o f  t h e i r  im p o r ta n c e  and i n f l u e n c e  

in  e i t h e r  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o r  b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y .  

T h a t some o f  t h e  s o c i a l l y  p ro m in e n t  men o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and

•̂•American C o l le g e  D i c t i o n a r y , t e x t  e d i t i o n ,  1948.
A lso ,  i t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  Benson in  h i s  
c h a p t e r  “New York P a r ty  L e a d e r s h ip ,  1834-1844“ s t a t e s  t h a t  
h i s  to p  Dem ocrats a r e :  “Ranked somewhat a r b i t r a r i l y .  . . . “ 
Lee B enson , The Concept o f  J a c k so n ia n  Democracy, p .  64 .
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and some o f  t h e  im p o r ta n t  businessm en o f  t h e  c i t y  w ere Demo­

c r a t s  r e v e a l s ,  in  p a r t ,  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Democracy.

A. The Upper L e v e l : 188O -I89O

I n  th e  l 8 8 0 's  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r ty  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

d e m o n s tra te d  s t r e n g t h  and v i t a l i t y  as an e f f e c t i v e  m in o r i ty  

f o r c e  in  th e  c i t y .  P a r t  o f  t h a t  s t r e n g t h  can be a t t r i b u t e d  

t o  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  p a r t y  d u r in g  t h i s  

p e r i o d .  E ig h t  men, in  v a ry in g  d e g re e s ,  e x e r c i s e d  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  i n f lu e n c e  in  t h e  developm ent and o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy d u r in g  t h i s  decade  o f  hope . T h e i r  

v a r io u s  b ack g ro u n d s ,  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a n d in g ,  e th n i c  c h a r a c t e r ­

i s t i c s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s k i l l s  and i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  a l l  r e v e a l  

much a b o u t  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  a s  i t  was 

r e p r e s e n te d  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

Of th e  e i g h t  Democrats c l a s s i f i e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  as  th e  

up p e r  l e v e l  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Samuel 

Jackson  R a n d a l l ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  on ly  D em ocratic  congressm an 

in  t h e  l 8 8 0 ' s ,  a t t a i n e d  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  p rom inence  

w hich ran k s  him above a l l  t h e  o t h e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrats 

o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Two o f  th e  e ig h t  l e a d e r s ,  John Cadw alader, J r .  

and R ic h a rd  Vaux were P h i l a d e l p h i a  b lu e  b lo o d s  and d e sc e n d a n ts  

o f  famous c o l o n i a l  f a m i l i e s .  A nother tw o, Lewis C. C ass id y  

and W ill ia m  F. H a r r i t y ,  were h ig h ly  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  I r i s h  

p o l i t i c i a n s  who worked t h e i r  way up and o u t o f  o ld  I r i s h  

ne ighborhoods  t o  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power in  t h e  p a r t y .  A t h i r d
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p a i r ,  R o b ert  E. P a t t i s o n  and James Gay Gordon, came from 

r e s p e c t a b l e  m id d le  c l a s s  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  worked t o g e t h e r  a s  

la w y e rs  and ea rn ed  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  in d ep en d en t and 

m u n ic ip a l  re fo rm  e lem en ts  in  t h e  c i t y .  W ill iam  M. S i n g e r l y ,  

an a f f l u e n t  b u s in essm an , w ie ld ed  a g r e a t  in f lu e n c e  in  th e  

p a r t y  as  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ec o rd , th e  c i t y ' s  

most p o p u la r  m orning new spaper.

In  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  two w ere C a t h o l i c s ,  two were 

P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  one was a  M e th o d is t ,  one a Quaker and one an 

E p i s c o p a l i a n .  Most o f  t h e s e  men w ere a c t i v e  in  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  c h u rc h e s ,  though  Cadw alader and P a t t i s o n  s ta n d  

o u t  a s  b e in g  t h e  most d e v o u t .  R a n d a l l  was l e a s t  a c t i v e  in  

r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s  s i n c e  he d id  n o t j o in  t h e  ch u rch  u n t i l  a 

y e a r  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th .  W il l iam  S i n g e r l y ' s  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i ­

a t i o n  i s  unknown.

A l l  o f  t h e s e  men, i f  n o t  born  w e a l th y ,  became a f f l u e n t  

e x c e p t  R a n d a l l ,  who d ie d  a p o o r  man. Of t h e s e  e ig h t  u p p e r  

l e v e l  l e a d e r s  f i v e  engaged in  b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

b a n k in g ,  c o n c u r r e n t  w i th  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and l e g a l  c a r e e r s .  

A l l  e i g h t  names were r e c o rd e d  in  B o y d 's  B lue  Book, and each  

en jo y ed  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  membership in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c lu b s ,  

th o u g h  o n ly  Vaux and Cadw alader c la im ed  membership i n  t h e  

v e ry  e x c lu s iv e  c l u b s .  (Vaux was a  member o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

C lub , w h i le  Cadw alader was a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  t h e  R i t te n h o u s e  

C lu b .)
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Samuel Jack so n  R a n d a ll

On 13 A p r i l  1890  t h e  a i l i n g  Sam R a n d a ll  d ie d  in  h i s  

s m a l l ,  fram e hou se  i n  W ash ing ton . His e x p e c te d  d e a th  

b ro u g h t  t o  a  c l o s e  an  e r a  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y .  A f t e r  a s im p le  P r e s b y t e r i a n  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  in  

W ashing ton , a  s p e c i a l  t r a i n ,  f u r n i s h e d  by t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

R a i l r o a d ,  b e a r in g  R a n d a l l ’s re m a in s ,  made i t s  lu g u b r io u s  

jo u rn e y  back  t o  h i s  home town f o r  t h e  f i n a l  r i t e s  and 

b u r i a l .  H is o b s e q u ie s  were a s  s im p le  as  h i s  s t y l e  o f  l i v i n g .  

No m a g n i f ic e n t  s t a t e  f u n e r a l ,  no long  p r o c e s s i o n ,  no e lo q u e n t  

e u lo g ie s  were o f f e r e d  f o r  one whose r a n k ,  i n f l u e n c e  and 

s t a t i o n  in  l i f e  d e s e rv e d  a l l  t h a t .  Y e t ,  th o u sa n d s  o f  P h i l a ­

d e lp h ia n s  l i n e d  t h e  s t r e e t s  t o  s e e  th e  s i x - c a r  f u n e r a l  t r a i n  

wend i t s  way a c r o s s  t h e  S c h u y l k i l l  u n t i l  i t  re a c h e d  Ridge 

Avenue and t h e  L a u re l  H i l l  c e m e te ry .  The l o y a l  men in  

R a n d a l l ' s  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t ,  jo in e d  by p a r t y  w orkers  

from o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  formed a l i n e  a lo n g  Ridge 

Avenue t o  a w a i t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  c o r t e g e .  B eh ind  them

were crowds o f  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  who came t o  h o n o r  t h e  dead 
2s ta te s m a n .

An im posing  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  C a r l i s l e ,  

Quay, McKinley and Cannon t r a v e l l e d  w i th  th e  f u n e r a l  t r a i n .

But more s i g n i f i c a n t  were t h e  p a l l  b e a r e r s ,  b e c a u s e  each  

was a  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  o f  R a n d a l l ' s  and e a c h ,  in  h i s  way, 

t e l l s  us som eth ing  o f  t h e  k in d  o f  su p p o r t  t h e  l a t e  congressm an

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 18 A p r i l  1 8 9 0 .
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had d u r in g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  The men who c a r r i e d  R a n d a ll  

t o  h i s  g r a v e  in c lu d e d :  Anthony J .  D re x e l ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s

m ost p r e s t i g i o u s  f i n a n c i e r ;  P o s tm a s te r  G e n e ra l  John Wana- 

m aker, t h e  c i t y ' s  most im p o r ta n t  m erch an t;  Samuel B e l l ,  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F a rm e rs ' and M ech an ics ' N a t io n a l  Bank;

G eorge B. R o b e r t s ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d .

From h i s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t :  W il l iam  ‘'S q u i r e "  McMullen,

R a n d a l l ' s  r i g h t  hand man a t  t h e  ward l e v e l ,  and D a l la s  

S a n d e r s ,  who h e lp e d  p la n  p a r t y  s t r a t e g y  in  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  

s t a t e  f o r  R a n d a l l .  O th e r  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  in c lu d e d :  Ex­

g o v e r n o r  Andrew C u r t i n ,  S e n a to r  Gorman o f  M ary land , Ex- 

Congressman W il l ia m  H. Sowden o f  A llen to w n , Congressman 

B lo u t  o f  G eo rg ia  and S e n a to r  B a rb o u r  o f  V i r g i n i a .  F i n a l l y ,  

two j o u r n a l i s t - f r i e n d s  and c o n f i d a n t s ,  A lex an d er  K. McClure 

o f  The Times ( P h i l a d e l p h i a )  and C h a r le s  A. Dana o f  t h e  New 

Y ork S u n , com ple ted  t h e  l i s t .

The f i n a l  t r i b u t e  g iv e n  R a n d a l l  r e v e a l s  t h e  com ple te  

c o n f id e n c e  and t r u s t  t h a t  he  i n s p i r e d .  The common I r i s h  

w o rk e rs  s t a n d in g  a lo n g  R idge Avenue d id  n o t  come t o  h o n o r  a 

p r o t e c t i o n i s t ;  th e y  came t o  h o n o r  a f r i e n d ;  t h e  bus inessm en  

d id  n o t  come t o  h o n o r  a p l u t o c r a t  (R a n d a ll  d ie d  w i th  no 

m oney), th e y  came t o  h o n o r  one in  whose judgment th e y  had 

t r u s t e d  a lm o s t  i m p l i c i t l y .  T h ese  r a r e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p

^See A. K. M cClure, R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  H a lf  a  C e n tu ry .  
p .  449 f o r  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  George C h i ld s  and 
A. J .  D re x e l  in  s e t t i n g  up a  t r u s t  fund f o r  R a n d a l l ' s  w ife  
n e c e s s i t a t e d  by R a n d a l l ' s  im p o v e rish ed  c o n d i t i o n .
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e x h i b i t e d  by R a n d a l l  made him t h e  p e e r l e s s  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  decade  o f  h i s  l i f e .

Born t h e  son o f  a  m id d le  c l a s s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  la w y e r

and p o l i t i c i a n ,  Samuel Jackson  R a n d a l l  r e c e iv e d  h i s  e d u c a t io n
4

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Academy a t  4 th  and Arch s t r e e t s .  Though 

c o n s id e re d  by h i s  t e a c h e r s  t o  be i n t e l l i g e n t ,  young R a n d a l l  

d i s l i k e d  books and n e v e r  c o n t in u e d  h i s  fo rm a l e d u c a t io n  

a f t e r  he g r a d u a te d  from t h e  academy a t  t h e  age o f  s e v e n te e n .  

Prom e a r l y  m a t u r i t y  h e  was drawn t o  th e  a c t i v e  r a t h e r  th a n  

t o  t h e  c o n te m p la t iv e  l i f e .  A f t e r  w orking  f o u r  y e a r s  f o r  a  

d ry  goods f i r m ,  he  went i n t o  t h e  w h o le s a le  i r o n  b u s i n e s s .

In  1854 he  fo l lo w e d  in  h i s  f a t h e r ’s p o l i t i c a l  f o o t s t e p s  and 

won e l e c t i o n  t o  C o u n c i ls  a s  a  Whig r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  o ld  

L o c u s t  w ard . In  1856  h e  a t t e n d e d  th e  D em ocra tic  n a t i o n a l  

c o n v e n t io n  w i th  h i s  f a t h e r ,  who, a s  a  d e l e g a t e  cam paigned 

v ig o r o u s ly  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  James B uchanan. Prom 

h e n c e f o r t h  t h e  R a n d a l ls  embraced t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  The 

n e x t  s i x  y e a r s  w ere  e x c i t i n g  ones f o r  Sam: he won e l e c t i o n

t o  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a te  in  1 8 5 8 , l o s t  in  h i s  r e e l e c t i o n  campaign 

o f  i8 6 0 ,  s e rv e d  a  b r i e f  s t i n t  in  t h e  C i v i l  War from  l 8 6 l  t o  

1862 and won a s e a t  in  C ongress  i n  1862, a  s e a t  he  h e ld  

u n t i l  d e a t h .

R a n d a l l  s to o d  o u t among t h e  s m a l l  g roup  o f  Dem ocrats 

e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  House d u r in g  t h e  w a r .  A lthough  n o t  a  la w y e r ,

^See D ic t io n a r y  o f  American B io g ra p h y ,  V o l.  XV, 
p p .  350 -351 .
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he q u ic k ly  m aste red  th e  p ro c e d u re s  o f  t h e  House and soon g o t  

t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e in g  a  s t r o n g  and h ig h ly  e f f i c i e n t  

committeeman. He g a in ed  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o g n i t io n  

when, d u r in g  th e  43rd  Congress (1873-75 ) s he  e f f e c t i v e l y
5

th w a r te d  t h e  R ep u b lican  a t te m p t  t o  p a ss  t h e  Force  B i l l .  In  

what seemed a  h o p e le s s  f i g h t ,  R a n d a ll  maneuvered s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y  t o  d e f e a t  t h i s  m easure , and th e r e b y  g a in ed  r e c o g n i t io n  

as  a  c l e v e r  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  t a c t i c i a n .

The Democrats won c o n t r o l  o f  th e  House in  t h e  1874 

e l e c t i o n s  th u s  making R an d a ll  a  m a jo r  c o n te n d e r  f o r  th e

S p e a k e r s h ip .  Even though  he  l o s t  t o  h i s  s e n i o r ,  M ichael C.
6K e rr  o f  I n d ia n a ,  R a n d a ll  a c c e p te d  d e f e a t  w i th  eq u an im ity  

and to o k ,  a s  a  c o n s o la t io n  p r i z e ,  th e  ch a irm an sh ip  o f  t h e  

Committee on A p p r o p r i a t io n s .  In  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  he m a s te re d  

t h e  m in u te  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  g o vernm en ta l  d e p a r tm e n ts  

and was a b l e  t o  s a v e  th e  governm ent some t h i r t y  m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s  d u r in g  t h e  4 4 th  Congress (1 8 7 5 -7 6 ) .  When S p eak er  

K e r r  d ie d  in  t h e  summer o f  1 87 6 , R a n d a ll  was e l e c t e d  S p eak e r  

o f  t h e  House o v e r  Cox o f  New Y ork by a  v o te  o f  73 t o  63 i n  

t h e  D em ocratic  ca u c u s .  As th e  new S p eak er  he became

c e n t r a l l y  in v o lv e d  in  s e t t l i n g  t h e  d i s p u te d  e l e c t i o n  o f  1 8 7 6 .

^See Contemporary B iog raphy  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l .  I l l ,  
p .  1 8 .

^ R a n d a ll  s a i d  to  t h e  c a u c u s :  " . . .  l e t  th e  w ish  o f  th e
m a j o r i t y  b e  t h e  v o ic e  o f  a l l .  F ro m . th i s  moment t h e  d i f f e r ­
en ces  among o u r s e lv e s  must be a t  an end and we must th u s  p r e ­
s e n t  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  t o  o u r  a d v e r s a r i e s .  Our m is s io n  on t h i s
f l o o r  must be . . .  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  government t o  i t s  c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  p u rp o se s  and t o  expose t h e  c o r r u p tn e s s  o f  th e  a d m in is ­
t r a t i o n .  " P h i l a d e lp h ia  R ecord , 14 A p r i l  1890 ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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A lthough  a s ta u n c h  T i ld e n  man, R a n d a ll  p e rsu a d e d  h i s  f e l lo w

Democrats t o  a v e r t  a  n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  by a c c e p t in g  th e

fo rm a t io n  o f  a  s p e c i a l  commission t o  a d j u d i c a t e  th e  d is p u te d  
7

e l e c t i o n . 1

The Democrats l o s t  t h e  House in  1880 b u t  r e g a in e d  con­

t r o l  in  th e  1882 e l e c t i o n s .  R a n d a l l ,  c o n f id e n t  o f  b e in g  

r e e l e c t e d  S p e a k e r ,  l o s t  t o  John G. C a r l i s l e  o f  K entucky.

The p i v o t a l  t a r i f f  i s s u e  worked t o  R a n d a l l ' s  d i s a d v a n ta g e .  

The new men in  t h e  p a r t y  wanted m a jo r  r e v i s i o n s  in  t h e  

t a r i f f  and c o u ld  no lo n g e r  a c c e p t  t h e  " s t r a d d l e ” o f  t h e  1880 

p l a t f o r m  which R a n d a ll  h e lp e d  d e v i s e .  The e l e c t i o n  o f  

C a r l i s l e  o v e r  R a n d a l l  p ro v ed  t h a t  R a n d a l l ' s  p o s i t i o n  on th e  

t a r i f f  a l i e n a t e d  t h e  W estern  and S o u th e rn  segm ents  o f  th e  

p a r t y  in  t h e  same way t h a t  C le v e l a n d 's  p o s i t i o n  on th e
Q

c u r re n c y  i s s u e  d id  in  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e .

D e s p i te  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  S p e a k e rsh ip  in  1883* R an d a ll  

rem ained  a  power in  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y .  He e f f e c t e d  a  

c o a l i t i o n  o f  some f o r t y  Democrats in  t h e  House w i th  t h e  

R ep u b lic a n s  t o  th w a r t  t a r i f f  re fo rm  d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s .  As 

chairm an  o f  t h e  Committee on A p p ro p r ia t io n s  he  ranked  n ex t

^See P ran k  B. E vans, P e n n s y lv a n ia  P o l i t i c s ,  1872-77 , 
p p .  300-309 .

®For a  f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  S p e a k e rsh ip  c o n t e s t  s e e  
James A. B a rn e s ,  John G. C a r l i s l e ,  F i n a n c i a l  S ta te sm a n ,  
p p .  6 4 -7 5 .  B arnes  q u o te s  Henry W atte rso n  as  s a y in g :  "He
C a r l i s l e /  s to o d  f o r  a  p r i n c i p l e  and t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  has  
p r e v a i l e a  . . . .  The S ou th  and th e  West e l e c t e d  C a r l i s l e  
t o n i g h t  on a  p r i n c i p l e .  . . .  I t  i s  t h e  t a r i f f  and how i t  
s h a l l  be  r e v i s e d . "  P. 72.
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t o  C a r l i s l e  a s  th e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  Democrat in  t h e  House.

His n a t i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e  began t o  wane i n  t h e  summer o f  1887  

when C le v e la n d  ex c lu d ed  him from th e  Oak View d i s c u s s io n s  on 

t a r i f f  re fo rm .

R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t  was n o rm a lly  D em ocratic  when he  

f i r s t  ran  f o r  C ongress  in  1862. However, he had t o  work 

and f i g h t  t o  keep th e  d i s t r i c t .  Some o f  h i s  d e t r a c t o r s  

( l i k e  W il l ia m  M. S i n g e r l y ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

R ecord ) a s s e r t e d  t h a t  R a n d a ll  was a  " k e p t11 p o l i t i c i a n  by 

th e  R ep u b lic a n s  and th e  h ig h  t a r i f f  b u s in e ssm e n .  I t  w i l l  

p r o b a b ly  n e v e r  be  r e v e a le d  t o  what e x t e n t  John Wanamaker, 

George C h i ld s  o r  Anthony J .  D re x e l  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  R a n d a l l ' s  

campaign c h e s t .  B ut i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  o b se rv e  t h a t  

n e i t h e r  t h e s e  men n o r  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  p l u t o c r a t s  w i th  

whom R a n d a l l  was f r i e n d l y  l i v e d  in  t h e  T h i rd  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

d i s t r i c t .  R a n d a l l ' s  w e a l th y  a d m ire rs  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

b u s in e s s  community w ere n o t  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  His con­

s t i t u e n t s  were I r i s h  and German w orkers  o f  t h e  lo w es t  

economic s t r a t a  in  t h e  c i t y .  (T h is  p o i n t  i s  d i s c u s s e d  in  

d e t a i l  i n  C h a p te r  V I I I  "The G rass  Roots  S t r e n g t h  o f  th e  

P a r t y . " )

As th e  c i t y  and t h e  s t a t e  w ere becoming s t r o n g l y  

R e p u b l ic a n ,  R a n d a ll  a c t u a l l y  f e a r e d  t h a t  he  would l o s e  h i s  

s e a t  by r e a p p o r t io n m e n t .  T h a t  i s  why he d e m o n s tra te d  i n t e r e s t

^Contem porary  B io g rap h y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l.  I l l ,  p .  19 .
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In  Emanuel F u r t h ' s  c a n d id a c y  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  1 8 8 2 .^°  

R a n d a l l  w an ted  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  

D em ocrats  would be e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  o r d e r  t o  

p r e v e n t  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  from c a r v in g  up h i s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

d i s t r i c t .

T h e re  i s  n o t ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  any c o n c r e te  e v id e n c e  t o  

p ro v e  t h a t  R a n d a l l  e v e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a d e a l  w i th  t h e  Repub­

l i c a n s  t o  keep  h i s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  s e a t .  I t  i s ,  how ever, 

a b u n d a n t l y . c l e a r  t h a t  many i n f l u e n t i a l  R e p u b l ic a n s  l i k e d  

him and opposed  ch an g in g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t .

In  1884 Thomas V. C ooper, chairm an o f  t h e  R e p u b lic a n  S t a t e  

Com m ittee, w ro te  t o  R a n d a l l :

You a r e  one o f  t h e  few Democrats I  l i k e .  An 
e f f o r t  w i l l  be  made t o  d e p r iv e  you o f  y o u r  
d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  coming C o n g re s s io n a l  a p p o r t io n ­
ment and i t  w i l l  be more d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e s i s t  
owing t o  t h e  l a r g e  R e p u b lican  m a j o r i t y .  I  w i l l  
r e s i s t  i t ,  and t h i n k  you  can a i d  me w i th o u t  
p o l i t i c a l  o r  o t h e r  im p ro p r ie ty  by r e - a s s e r t i n g  
t o  me and t o  o t h e r s ,  i n  you way, t h a t  t a r i f f  
i n t e r e s t s  w i l l  be s a f e  in  y o u r  h a n d s .

T h i s  l e t t e r  R a n d a l l  p a s s e d  on t o  one o f  h i s  c o n f i d a n t s ,

A lex an d e r  M cClure, p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  T im es , who
1 1

a d v is e d  him t o  "an sw er  c o u r t e o u s ly  and say  n o t h i n g . "

T h re e  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1887 when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d id  p a s s  

a  re a p p o r t io n m e n t  a c t ,  R e p u b lican  S e n a to r  J .  Donald Cameron

^ ° R a n d a l l  e x p re s s e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  F u r t h ' s  campaign in  
a  l e t t e r  t o  John Doyle on 1 November 1882. R a n d a l l  P a p e r s .  
F u r th  d id  w in t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  lo w e r  house  as  t h e  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  s i x t e e n t h  ward.

^T h o m as  V. Cooper t o  S .  J .  R a n d a l l ,  29 November 1884, 
R a n d a ll  P a p e r s .
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12i n t e r v e n e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t .  T h e re  i s  no 

doub t t h a t  t h e  h ig h  ra n k in g  s t a t e  R e p u b l ic a n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  h ig h  t a r i f f  b u s in e ssm e n , had u l t e r i o r  m o tiv e s  i n  k e e p in g  

R a n d a ll  i n  C o n g re ss .  T h e re  i s ,  how ever, no e v id e n c e  t o  

s u p p o r t  R a n d a l l ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  scheme in  1887  w hich  

a s s u r e d  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  C o n g re ss .

In  1888 R a n d a l l ' s  h e a l t h  began  t o  f a i l ,  t h e  same y e a r  

t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  House in  th e  

November e l e c t i o n s .  These  two c i r c u m s ta n c e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  d e c l i n e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  power b o th  n a t i o n a l l y  

and l o c a l l y .

R a n d a l l ' s  t e n a c io u s  d e fe n s e  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  

won f o r  h im  a  s m a l l  b u t  d e v o te d  band o f  f o l l o w e r s .  Con­

v e r s e l y ,  h e  l o s t  s u p p o r t  n a t i o n a l l y  by r e f u s i n g  t o  s u p p o r t

t h e  D em ocra tic  p o s i t i o n  o f  t a r i f f  re fo rm  and th e r e b y  l o s t
13t h e  S p e a k e r s h ip  i n  1883  and won l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

D em o cra tic  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m in a t io n  in  1884.

As a  c i t y  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  R a n d a l l  h e lp e d  t o  e f f e c t  

c o a l i t i o n s  w i th  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  and  re fo rm  R e p u b lic a n s  who 

s to o d  f o r  c le a n  c i t y  g overnm en t,  a s  d e m o n s tra te d  by h i s  

ad vocacy  o f  Samuel G. King f o r  mayor in  l 8 8 l  and o f  R o b e r t  

E . P a t t i s o n  f o r  g o v e rn o r  in  1882. (These two cam paigns a r e  

d e s c r ib e d  in  C h a p te r  I . )

■^Sidney I. P om eran tz , “Samuel Jackson  R a n d a l l :  
P r o t e c t i o n i s t  D em ocrat, 1863 - I 8 9 0 , ” p p .  242-245 .

13James A. B a rn e s ,  “P r o t e c t i o n ,  P o l i t i c s  and P e n n s y l ­
v a n i a , K Penns^J^ania- H i s to r y ,  V o l .  3 J ,  p p .  1 0 -1 1 .
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Throughou t th e  8 0 's  R an d a ll  rem ained t h e  l e a d in g  and

most im p o r ta n t  Democrat in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  as  h i s  c o n t in u a l

r e e l e c t i o n  t o  C ongress  gave him a  power b a se  from w hich to

o p e r a t e .  He c i r c u l a t e d  w i th  e a se  among P h i l a d e l p h i a  b lu e

b lo o d s  and f i n a n c i e r s ,  y e t  he was n o t  born  an a r i s t o c r a t

and owned l i t t l e  p r o p e r t y .  At th e  o p p o s i t e  end o f  t h e

s o c i a l  s c a l e ,  R a n d a ll  cou ld  work w ith  th e  s e m i - l i t e r a t e  boss

o f  t h e  f o u r t h  w ard , S q u i re  McMullen, whose d e v o t io n  t o
14R a n d a ll  e q u a l l e d  John W anainaker's. In  s h o r t ,  R a n d a l l ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  and p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s h ip s  w ere b ro ad  and d i v e r s e .

In  h i s  n a t i v e  c i t y  he was r e s p e c te d  by a l l  s o r t s  and con­

d i t i o n s  o f  men, a  r e p u t a t i o n  which a id e d  him im m easurably 

in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  U n f o r tu n a te ly  f o r  th e  D em ocrats, 

o n ly  a  few weeks a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  t h e  v u l t u r e s  in  t h e  p a r t y  

began t o  swoop down upon t h e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t  f o r  th e  p i c k i n g s .

In  f a c t ,  a f t e r  1890  t h e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t  was n e v e r  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  s t r o n g h o ld  i t  had been d u r in g  t h e  tw e n ty - e ig h t  y e a r s  

t h a t  R a n d a l l  r e p r e s e n te d  i t .  W hile h i s  d e a th  was o n ly  one 

cau se  o f  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  th e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  in  h i s  d i s t r i c t  

and th ro u g h o u t  th e  c i t y ,  i t  was, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  an im p o r ta n t  

one .

R ic h a rd  Vaux

R ic h a rd  Vaux moved in  th e  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l l y  e l i t e  

o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Born i n t o  an o ld  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Quaker f a m ily ,

■*-%hen McMullen h ea rd  o f  R a n d a l l ' s  weakened c o n d i t io n  
in  A p r i l  1 8 9 0 , he  ( l i k e  John Wanamaker) went t o  W ashington
t o  spend  a  week a t  R a n d a l l ' s  b e d s id e .
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he i n h e r i t e d  w e a l th  and a l s o  t h e  Quaker concern  f o r  s o c i a l  

q u e s t i o n s ,  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h i s  s e c t .  His f a t h e r  R o b e r ts  

Vaux was a  p e n o lo g i s t  and a  j u r i s t .  The you n g er  Vaux 

r e c e iv e d  h i s  e d u c a t io n  from p r i v a t e  t u t o r s ,  re a d  law and 

p a s s e d  t h e  b a r  e x am in a tio n  a t  t h e  age o f  tw en ty !  In  18 3 8 , 

a t  t h e  ag e  o f  tw e n ty -o n e ,  he v i s i t e d  London and c a l l e d  upon 

Andrew S te v e n so n ,  t h e  American M in i s t e r  a t  t h e  Court o f  S t .  

Jam es. S te v e n so n  had j u s t  l o s t  h i s  p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y  and 

was so im p resse d  w i th  V a u x 's  a b i l i t y  t h a t  he  a p p o in te d  him 

t o  f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y .1^

A f t e r  s e rv in g  as  S te v e n s o n 's  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  a  y e a r ,

Vaux r e t u r n e d  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1839* engaged in  a s u c c e s s ­

f u l  law  p r a c t i c e ,  ran  s e v e r a l  t im e s  f o r  mayor and f i n a l l y  

g o t  e l e c t e d  in  1 8 5 6 . When d e f e a te d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  he tu rn e d  

t o  t h e  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  o f  h i s  f a t h e r :  p r i s o n  re fo rm . Along

w i th  h i s  law p r a c t i c e  and h i s  d u t i e s  a s  I n s p e c t o r  o f  t h e

S t a t e  P r i s o n ,  he  w ro te  p r o f u s e l y  on t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  c r im e ,
16

p un ishm en t and t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  c r i m i n a l s .  His c a r e ­

f u l  r e p o r t s  w r i t t e n  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  on t h e  c o n d i t io n s  a t  

E a s t e r n  S t a t e  P e n i t e n t i a r y  number more th a n  f i f t y  volum es.

A Bourbon D em ocrat, Vaux d id  n o t  d e p a r t  from what he 

c o n s id e re d  a fundam en ta l  p r i n c i p l e  r e g a rd in g  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War. He h e ld  t h a t  t h e  Union was c r e a t e d  by 

th e  S t a t e s ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  S t a t e s  had th e  r i g h t  t o  s e v e r

1^Makers o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a , p .  144.

^^Contem porary B iog raphy  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l.  I ,  p .  246 .
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t h e i r  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  t h e  U nion. N e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  h e  was 

a v e ry  q u i e t  Democrat d u r in g  th e  w ar.

Even th o u g h  he h e ld  no e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  d u r in g  t h e  

e i g h t i e s ,  Vaux was a  power in  t h e  c o u n c i l s  o f  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y .  P r i o r  t o  1880 he s e rv e d  as  chairm an  o f  t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  County o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  made up o f  t h e  R a n d a ll  

Democrats a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  t h e  r i v a l  W allace  f a c t i o n  

headed  by George McGowan. W ith t h e  rapprochem ent o f  1880, 

t h e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m erged, and Vaux c o n t in u e d  t o  be a man 

o f  i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  p a r t y .  He was b o th  f r i e n d  and c o n f id a n t  

t o  R a n d a l l ,  a s  t h e  co r re sp o n d e n c e  betw een them c l e a r l y  i n d i ­

c a t e s .  R a n d a l l  depended h e a v i l y  upon V a u x 's  judgem ent con­

c e rn in g  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p a r t y  as  he depended upon
17S q u i r e  McMullen f o r  h i s  g r a s s  r o o t s  c o n t a c t .

Vaux rem ained  a  c o n s e r v a t iv e  c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t  a l l  o f

h i s  l i f e  and c o n s t a n t l y  fo u g h t  a g a i n s t  a  s t r o n g  c e n t r a l

governm ent. In  a sp eech  in  1882 he d e c l a r e d  t h e  Dem ocrats

t o  b e ,  “ t h e  o n ly  p a r t y  t h a t  can work f o r  r e a l  re fo rm . I t  i s
18

th e  p a r t y  o f  cheap , r e a l  and h o n e s t  g o v e rn m en t. “

^ R a n d a l l  and Vaux co r re sp o n d e d  f r e q u e n t l y  a b o u t  
p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s .  Sometimes R a n d a ll  would a s k  V au x 's  
a d v ic e  i n  an sw erin g  l e t t e r s  from im p o r ta n t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
D em o cra ts . When G e n e ra l  I s a a c .  W is ta r  w ro te  t o  R a n d a l l  on
12 December 1879  t o  s u g g e s t  a  course o f  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  R a n d a ll  p a s s e d  t h e  l e t t e r  on t o  Vaux f o r  
h i s  e v a l u a t i o n .  (See C h a p te r  I ,  p .  6 f o r  e x c e r p t s  o f  t h i s  
l e t t e r . )

•1 O

xoSee Speech by R ich a rd  Vaux in  “P e n n s y lv a n ia  P o l i t i c s — 
L o ca l A f t e r  i860" (Pam phlet C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia .
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He s o u g h t  no o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  

r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  m a y o ra l ty  in  1 8 5 8 ; y e t  in  1890, when he was 

an o ld  man, h i s  p a r t y  ch o se  him t o  be t h e  c a n d id a te  f o r  t h e  

u n e x p i r e d  c o n g r e s s io n a l  te rm  o f  h i s  l a t e  f r i e n d ,  Sam 

R a n d a l l .  He d id  n o t ,  how ever, f o l lo w  t h e  R a n d a ll  p o s i t i o n  

on th e  t a r i f f .  He j u s t i f i e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  o f  low er t a r i f f s  

by in v o k in g  h i s  J e f f e r s o n i a n  c o n v ic t i o n  t h a t  t h e  g o v e rn ­

ment ough t n o t i n v o lv e  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  economic l i f e  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n  t o  advance  t h e  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c e r t a i n  b u s i n e s s ­

men . In  t h e  campaign o f  1890  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record en th u -  

s i a s t i c a l l y  en d o rse d  him b e c a u se  he  b e l i e v e d :  " .  . . i n  h i s

c i t y  and in  h i s  c o u n t r y  and in  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  American 

p e o p le  t o  manage t h e i r  own a f f a i r s  w i th  v e ry  l i t t l e  g o v e rn ­

m e n ta l  a s s i s t a n c e .

John C ad w alad er , J r .

Though p a t r i c i a n  and c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  John C adw alader, J r .  

c o u ld  n o t  be a c c u se d  o f  b e in g  a l o o f .  He p a r t i c i p a t e d  

a c t i v e l y  in  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  and s e rv e d  

f o r  many y e a r s  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Young Men's D em ocra tic  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  he h e lp e d  t o  found in  1880. In  

l 8 8 l  he d e c l i n e d  t h e  D em ocra tic  n o m in a tio n  f o r  mayor in  

f a v o r  o f  Samuel G. K ing, who was p o p u la r  w i th  t h e  in d e p e n d e n ts  

and m u n ic ip a l  re fo rm  R e p u b l i c a n s . In  1882 he was t h e  un­

s u c c e s s f u l  D em ocra tic  nominee f o r  C ongress  from t h e  F i r s t  

d i s t r i c t .  He en jo y ed  a  good r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  I r i s h

• ^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 14 May 1890.
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segm ent o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  a s  a t t e s t e d  by h i s  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  

W il l ia m  F .  H a r r i t y . 20

C adw alader was c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  i f  n o t  r e a c t i o n a r y ,  in  

b o th  tem peram ent and p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g y .  He l i v e d  in  th e  

p a s t  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by h i s  p a t r i o t i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  h i s  c h u rch  

a c t i v i t i e s  and h i s  s ta u n c h  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  s t r i c t  J e f f e r ­

s o n ia n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government had t o  b e  r e s t o r e d  in  th e  

R e p u b l ic .  His p a p e r s  in  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e ty  

d e a l  m o s t ly  w i th  h i s  work in  t h e  S o c ie ty  o f  t h e  Sons o f  t h e  

War o f  1812. H is  c o n t in u e d  membership in  and l o y a l t y  t o  

S .  P e t e r ' s  C hurch , 3 rd  and P in e ,  a l s o  r e v e a l  h i s  u n w i l l i n g ­

n ess  t o  change b e c a u se  o f  new f a s h io n s  o r  s t y l e s .  When th e  

a r i s t o c r a t s  w ere l e a v in g  th e  o ld  A n g lican  p a r i s h e s  o f  

C h r i s t  C hurch , S .  P e t e r ' s ,  and S .  P a u l ' s  t o  j o i n  t h e  newer 

more f a s h i o n a b l e  p a r i s h e s  o f  Holy T r i n i t y ,  S .  James and 

S . M a rk 's ,  C adw alader rem ained  an a c t i v e  communicant and 

ves trym an  a t  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  h i s  b a p t ism  l o c a t e d  in  a 

n e ig h b o rh o o d  no lo n g e r  f a s h io n a b le  o r  e l i t e .

C adw alader  g ra d u a te d  in  1862 from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  th e n  th e  s o c i a l l y  e l i t e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g .  As an u n d e rg ra d u a te  h e  jo in e d  

D e l t a  P h i ,  one o f  t h e  most e x c lu s iv e  s o c i a l  f r a t e r n i t i e s  on

200n 21 J u ly  1 8 9 2 , H a r r i t y  w ro te  t o  th a n k  Cadw alader 
f o r  h i s  r e c e n t  " c o u r te o u s  and c o r d i a l "  l e t t e r  and " e x p r e s s io n  
o f  a p p r o v a l  o f  my s e l e c t i o n  as  chairm an o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  
N a t io n a l  Committee" and went on t o  sa y :  " I  am s u r e  you
can and w i l l  be u s e f u l  d u r in g  t h e  coming cam paign . . . . "  
Cadw alader P a p e r s .
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t h e  Penn campus. Throughout h i s  l i f e  he m a in ta in e d  a  s t r o n g

i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and fo llo w ed  in  t h e  f a m ily
21t r a d i t i o n  o f  s e r v in g  on i t s  bo ard  o f  t r u s t e e s .

A r e a c t i o n a r y  in  p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g y ,  Cadw alader

e x a l t e d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  c o n c e p t  o f  s t a t e s ' r i g h t s  and th e

r e s t r i c t i v e  p r o v i s i o n s  in  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e g a rd in g  f e d e r a l

a u t h o r i t y .  As l a t e  a s  1904 he  ad v o ca ted  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e
221 4 th  and 1 5 th  Amendments t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A s t r o n g  

C le v e la n d  man, he  s e rv e d  as  C o l l e c t o r  o f  t h e  P o r t  (by 

p r e s i d e n t i a l  ap p o in tm en t)  from 1885  t o  1889 and k e p t  up 

c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  e x - P r e s id e n t  a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e ­

ment from  t h e  W hite H o u s e . I n  1896  he  l e f t  t h e  p a r t y  o f  

B ryan t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  Gold D em ocra tic  t i c k e t ,  b u t  r e tu r n e d  

t o  t h e  Dem ocrats a f t e r  t h e  Bryan s to rm  s u b s id e d .

A w e a l th y  man b o th  by b i r t h  and c o n t in u e d  f i n a n c i a l  

a c t i v i t y  (from  1889-97 he was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T r u s t  Com­

pany  o f  N o r th  America and l a t e r  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  New 

Y ork  and  B a l t im o r e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  L in e  and t h e  B a l t im o re  

and P h i l a d e l p h i a  S team ship  C o . ) ,  he c o n t r ib u t e d  g e n e ro u s ly

^ E v e n i n g  B u l l e t i n , 12 March 1925 ( o b i t u a r y ) .

22See "A ddress  by Hon. John C ad w alad er ,"  6 May 1904, 
C adw alader  P a p e r s .

2 3 jn  a  b i r t h d a y  l e t t e r  t o  C le v e la n d ,  Cadw alader 
c a l l e d  C l e v e l a n d 's  r e e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  h i s  d e f e a t :  "The
g r e a t e s t  p u b l i c  e x p re s s io n  o f  c o n f id e n c e  e v e r  ex ten d ed  t o  
any c i t i z e n . "  Cadw alader t o  C le v e la n d ,  16 March 1906. 
C adw alader  P a p e r s .
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24t o  th e  c o f f e r s  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y .

C adw alader d e s e rv e s  a  p l a c e  among t h e  l e a d in g  Demo­

c r a t s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  even tho u g h  he does n o t  a p p e a r  t o  

have t e e n  a s  i n f l u e n t i a l  as t h e  seven  o t h e r  men who were 

t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  l 8 8 0 ' s .  His s o c i a l  

p o s i t i o n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  

t h e  p a r t y ,  and h i s  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  invo lvem en t add up t o  

a  co m b in a tio n  o f  a t t r i b u t e s  w hich j u s t i f y  h i s  i n c l u s i o n  

i n t o  t h i s  g roup  o f  u p p e r  l e v e l  D em ocrats .  Vaux was a  more 

i n f l u e n t i a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r  w i th  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c o n n e c t io n s  as  

im p re s s iv e  as  C a d w a la d e r 's ,  b u t  C a d w a la d e r 's  combined 

a t t r i b u t e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  a r e  more im p re s s iv e  th a n  th o s e  

e x h i b i t e d  by t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  second  l e v e l  o f  p a r t y  

l e a d e r s h i p .

Lewis £ .  C ass id y

Lewis C. C a ss id y  fo u g h t h i s  way o u t  o f  p o v e r ty  and th e  

o ld  Moyamensing d i s t r i c t  t o  become one o f  t h e  most f e a r e d  

and adm ired  p o l i t i c i a n s  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocratic  

P a r ty .  B oth  o f  C a s s id y 's  p a r e n t s  e m ig ra te d  from I r e l a n d  

and s e t t l e d  in  New York C i ty ,  where t h e i r  son was b o rn .

They moved t o  Moyamensing ( l a t e r  t h e  f o u r t h  ward in  t h e  

c i t y  a f t e r  t h e  c o n s o l id a t io n )  when Lewis was o n ly  t h r e e

2^No doub t t h a t  H a r r i t y  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  C a d w a la d e r 's  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  when h e  s a i d :  " I  am s u re  you can be  u s e ­
f u l  d u r in g  t h e  coming cam paign .n See f o o tn o t e  20 . Cadw alader 
a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  campaign fund o f  S e n a to r  Gray o f  
D elaw are in  1894. See G ra y 's  acknowledgement t o  Cadw alader 
d a te d  21 O c to b er  1894, Cadw alader P a p e r s .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



215

months o l d .  When Lewis was t e n  h i s  f a t h e r  d ie d  th u s  i n ­

c r e a s i n g  th e  a l r e a d y  heavy burden  upon t h i s  w o r k in g -c la s s  

I r i s h  f a m i ly .  D e s p i te  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s ,  C ass id y  g ra d u a te d  

from  C e n t r a l  High S choo l in  1847 a t  t h e  age  o f  e ig h te e n ;  and 

in  two s h o r t  y e a r s  he was a d m i t te d  t o  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  B ar  

a f t e r  s tu d y in g  law un d er  Benjam in H a r r i s  B re w s te r .  Very 

r a p i d l y  he became t h e  p o p u la r  i d o l  o f  t h e  Moyamensing I r i s h  

and more e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  Moya Boys, t h e  young I r i s h  

to u g h s  who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Moyamensing Hose Company. In  1851  

he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and in  

a  s h o r t  t im e  h i s  l e g a l  a b i l i t y  was r e c o g n iz e d  by t h e  mem­

b e r s  o f  t h a t  body when he was named S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  

Com m ittee. He d e c l in e d  re n o m in a tio n  in  o r d e r  t o  d e v o te  a l l  

o f  h i s  e n e r g ie s  t o  h i s  law p r a c t i c e  and t o  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  

h i s  home d i s t r i c t .  In  1856  he was e l e c t e d  D i s t r i c t  A t to rn e y  

f o r  t h e  c o n s o l id a te d  C i ty  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  when o n ly  tw e n ty -  

sev en  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  A lthough  t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  e l e c t e d  

p o s i t i o n  he h e ld ,  h i s  power in  t h e  p a r t y  i n c r e a s e d  u n t i l  he 

became one o f  t h e  key l e a d e r s  in  t h e  c i t y ,  a  p o s i t i o n  he 

s e c u r e l y  r e t a i n e d  u n t i l  h i s  sudden d e a th  in  1 8 8 9 .2'*

C a ss id y  has  l e f t  no p a p e r s  and d u r in g  h i s  l i f e  he 

w r o te  no d i s c u r s i v e  e s sa y s  on h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo so p h y  o r  

i d e o lo g y .  Y et from h i s  c a r e e r  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  h i s  

id e o lo g y  seems q u i t e  c l e a r .  U n l ik e  R a n d a ll  o r  Vaux o r  

C adw alader, he was n o t  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e  J e f f e r s o n i a n .

^ P u b l i c  L ed g er ,  19 November 1889  ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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He was fu n d a m e n ta l ly  a  to u g h  ward boss  who, th ro u g h  ed u ca­

t i o n  and n a t i v e  a b i l i t y ,  r o s e  t o  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  in  t h e  s t a i d  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy. He 

s u p p o r te d  D ouglas v i g o r o u s ly  in  i8 6 0 ; i n  f a c t ,  he l e d  t h e  

P e n n s y lv a n ia  D ouglas  f a c t i o n  a t  th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  an a c t  

w hich  s e p a r a t e d  him from  Sam R a n d a l l l  He had no u se  f o r

S o u th e rn  s y m p a th iz e r s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  and h e lp e d  r e c r u i t  t r o o p s
26i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  t h e  w ar a g a i n s t  th e  S o u th .

Among t h e  m a jo r  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  Democracy i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a

C a ss id y  s ta n d s  o u t  a s  t h e  one who s u p p o r te d  N egroes b o th  in

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  be f r e e d  from s la v e r y  and i n  t h e i r  l a t e r

a t t e m p ts  t o  be a c c e p te d  p o l i t i c a l l y  as  e q u a l s . As a  member

o f  t h e  Board  o f  E d u c a t io n  he  la b o re d  f o r  s c h o o ls  f o r  t h e

c o lo r e d ,  and i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  m a n ip u la t io n s  he  was t h e  o n ly

Democrat who c o u ld  d e l i v e r  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  segment o f  t h e

b la c k  v o t e  f o r  D em o cra tic  c a n d i d a t e s .  He ac c o m p lish e d  t h i s

f o r  R o b e r t  E. P a t t i s o n  when he ran  f o r  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  and

f o r  G overno r,  and f o r  James Gay Gordon when he  ra n  f o r  t h e
27C ourt o f  Common P l e a s .  1

W hile  he  may have had a  sy m p a th e t ic  c o n ce rn  f o r  N egroes , 

C ass id y  c o u ld  i n  no way b e  c l a s s i f i e d  as  a  r e fo r m e r  d e d ic a te d  

t o  t h e  b ro a d  u p l i f t  o f  s o c i e t y .  A lthough  he  worked d i l i g e n t l y

^ ^Makers o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a , p . 1 8 2 .

^ S e e  C ontem porary B io g rap h y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia , V o l .  I l l ,  
p .  34  and a l s o  Samuel Hudson, P e n n s y lv a n ia  and I t s  P u b l ic  
Men, p p .  341-342 f o r  an  a c c o u n t  o f  C a s s id y 's  p o p u l a r i t y  
among N e g ro e s .
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f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  Negroes and su cceed ed  in  1871 in  h av in g  

t h e  S t a t e  Democracy en d o rse  in  i t s  p l a t f o r m  a r e a f f i r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  N eg ro es ,  he  was, n e v e r th e ­

l e s s ,  p r i m a r i l y  a  bo ss  p o l i t i c i a n  who c l e v e r l y  p la y e d  th e  

pow er game t o  h i s  a d v a n ta g e .

C a s s id y  managed t o  g e t  h i s  fo rm er  law s t u d e n t ,  R obert
28E. P a t t i s o n ,  nom inated  f o r  G overnor in  1882, a  m a jo r  

accom plishm en t f o r  th e  p a r t y  b e c a u se  P a t t i s o n  p u t  t o g e t h e r  

a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  in d e p e n d e n ts ,  re fo rm  R ep u b lican s  and Demo­

c r a t s  w hich  a s s u r e d  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  how ever, i t  

was P a t t i s o n ’s ap p o in tm en t o f  C a s s id y  as  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l  

t h a t  a l i e n a t e d  t h e  in d e p e n d e n ts  and re fo rm  R ep u b lican s  from 

t h e  new g o v e r n o r ,  f o r  th e y  w anted no I r i s h  boss  p o l i t i c i a n  

in  P a t t i s o n ' s  c a b i n e t .  B o th  t h e  Times and th e  Record v e h e ­

m e n tly  denounced C a s s id y 's  a p p o in tm en t  a s  b e in g  in i m i c a l  

t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  re fo rm . N o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e s e  c r i t i c i s m s ,  

C a s s id y  p ro v e d  t o  be  a s u p e r i o r  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l .  A lex an d e r  

M cClure, who e a r l i e r  a t t a c k e d  C a s s id y  in  t h e  Times had  t o  

ad m it t h a t :  "Not one o f  t h e  many em inen t men who have

f i l l e d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  made 

a  c l e a n e r  o r  b e t t e r  r e c o rd  as  law o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Commonwealth 

t h a n  d id  Lewis C. G t s s i d y . " 2^

Though h e  fo llo w e d  a  f a m i l i a r  p a t t e r n  o f  moving o u t o f  

t h e  o ld  I r i s h  ne ighborhood  i n t o  t h e  f o u r t h  ward t o  a

^ C o n te m p o ra ry  B iography  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia , V o l .  I l l ,  p .  34 .

29a . K. M cClure, Old Time N otes o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l .  I I ,  
p .  5 4 5 .
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commodious m ansion on 6 t h  S t r e e t  n e a r  C h es tn u t  and l a t e r  

to  Germantown, he n e v e r  l o s t  to u c h  w i th  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  a t  

th e  ward and d i s t r i c t  l e v e l .  An a r d e n t  C a th o l i c ,  who 

opposed  l o o s e  d iv o r c e  laws when a  l e g i s l a t o r ,  he  d ie d  in  

t h e  f a i t h  o f  h i s  p e o p le .

W il l ia m  Ph H a r r i t y

The son o f  an I r i s h  im m igrant f a t h e r ,  W ill iam  P. 

H a r r i t y  was b o rn  in  W ilm ington in  1 8 5 0 . As a  young man he 

moved t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and was g r a d u a te d  from L a S a l le  

C o l le g e  in  1870. He t a u g h t  L a t i n  and M athem atics  a t  h i s  

alma m a te r  f o r  a  y e a r  and was awarded th e  A.M. d e g re e  in  

1 8 7 1 . A f t e r  h i s  s h o r t  t e a c h in g  s t i n t ,  he s u b s e q u e n t ly  

s t u d i e d  law u n d e r  Lewis C a ss id y  and was a d m it te d  to  t h e  b a r  

in  1873* In  1880 he formed a law  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  James 

Gay Gordon w hich  l a s t e d  f o u r  y e a r s .  Under C a s s id y 's  t u t e ­

l a g e  he  l e a r n e d  no t o n ly  law b u t  th e  i n n e r  w ork ings  o f  t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em o cra tic  p a r t y .

H a r r i t y  made h i s  p o l i t i c a l  d eb u t in  1882 when he 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  u n i t e d  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocratic  d e l e g a t io n  

b e h in d  th e  move t o  nom inate  R o b er t  E. P a t t i s o n  f o r  g o v e rn o r .  

T h e re  w ere  s p l i t  d e l e g a t i o n s  i n  t h i r t e e n . o f  t h e  c i t y  wards 

and i t  was t o  H a r r i t y  t h a t  C a ss id y  d e le g a te d  t h e  r e s p o n s i ­

b i l i t y  o f  u n i t i n g  t h e s e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  su p p o r t  P a t t i s o n .  

E a r l i e r  C a ss id y  had su cceed ed  i n  g e t t i n g  H a r r i t y  e l e c t e d  

ch a irm an  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  C i ty  Com m ittee. I t  was in  h i s

3 0con tem porary  B iog raphy  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l.  I l l ,  
p .  l 6 l .  . .
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c a p a c i t y  a s  chairm an t h a t  H a r r i t y  worked a d r o i t l y  f o r  

P a t t i s o n  w i th o u t  c a u s in g  f a c t i o n a l  s c h is m . 31

In  1884 H a r r i t y  became a s ta u n c h  a l l y  o f  Sam R a n d a ll  

and , a s  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  th e  D em ocratic  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n ,  

he s to o d  s t e a d f a s t  b eh in d  R a n d a ll  and r e fu s e d  to  s u p p o r t  

C le v e la n d .  On t h e  f i n a l  b a l l o t ,  a f t e r  R a n d a ll  had w ithd raw n , 

H a r r i t y  v o te d  f o r  S e n a to r  Bayard o f  D elaw are , a  sym bolic
32g e s tu r e  o f  h i s  f i n a l  and i r r e v e r s i b l e  su p p o r t  o f  R a n d a l l .

I n  1885 H a r r i t y  was a p p o in te d  P o s tm a s te r  o f  P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a  by C le v e la n d  and d is c h a rg e d  h i s  d u t i e s  w i th  e x c e p t io n a l  

e x e c u t iv e  s k i l l .  Upon h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  a s  P o s tm a s te r  ( a f t e r  

C le v e l a n d 's  d e f e a t  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n ) ,  many p rom inen t b u s i n e s s ­

men o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  sp o n so red  a  t e s t i m o n i a l  d in n e r  f o r  him, 

a t  w hich  t im e  he  was p r a i s e d  by John Wanainaker and o t h e r s  

f o r  h i s  e f f i c i e n t  ru n n in g  o f  t h e  p o s t o f f i c e . 33

Sam R a n d a ll  once s a i d  o f  H a r r i t y :  “He i s  p o s se s se d

o f  e x e c u t iv e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  h i g h e s t  o r d e r ,  and as  a  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z e r  he has  no s u p e r i o r  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia .n3^ T ha t 

b r i e f  summary e x p la in s  much a b o u t  H a r r i t y .  He had no 

p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo so p h y  o r  id e o lo g y .  He was a  p o l i t i c a l  

o p p o r tu n i s t  i n  t h e  b e s t  s e n se  o f  t h a t  te rm  and managed t o  

i n f l u e n c e  th e  c o u n c i l s  o f  th e  m igh ty  by w alk ing  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  P a r ty  t i g h t r o p e .  H a r r i t y  seemed t o  know i n s t i n c t i v e l y

^ E v e n in g  B u l l e t i n , 17 A p r i l  1912 ( o b i t u a r y ) .

32I b l d .

33 i b i d .

3^Contem porary B iog raphy  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  p .  164.
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t h e  o p p o r tu n e  t im e  t o  s h i f t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e .  He 

s t a r t e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  in  C a s s id y 's  o f f i c e .  In  t h e  

e a r l y  l 8 8 0 's  he became a s ta u n c h  R a n d a ll  man, and by th e  

m id d le  o f  t h e  d ecad e  he  was one o f  C le v e la n d 's  l e a d in g  

s u p p o r t e r s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  An i n f l u e n t i a l  and le a d in g  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrat in  t h e  l 8 8 0 ' s ,  he reach ed  th e  

p in n a c l e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  power in  t h e  l 8 9 0 ' s  when he 

s e rv e d  a s  n a t i o n a l  chairm an o f  t h e  p a r t y  and managed C lev e­

l a n d ' s  n a t i o n a l  campaign in  1 8 9 2 .

R o b ert  E . P a t t i s o n

R o b ert  E. P a t t i s o n  s ta n d s  in  s h a rp  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  

p a t r i c i a n s  Cadw alader and Vaux and t o  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

I r i s h  p o l i t i c i a n s  C a ss id y  and H a r r i t y  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  Born in  a  m id d le  c l a s s  M e th o d is t  p a r s o n ­

a g e ,  P a t t i s o n  rem ained  th ro u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  a model o f  

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  and r e c t i t u d e .  P a t t i s o n  (a lo n g  w i th  

Cadw alader) c o n t in u e d  t o  be a  devou t churchman u n t i l  d e a th .  

F r e q u e n t ly  he  s e rv e d  as  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  th e  v a r io u s  C o n fe r ­

ences  o f  t h e  M e th o d is t  Church, and when h e  d ie d  b o th  h i s
35p a s t o r  and th e  l o c a l  b ish o p  o f f i c i a t e d  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l .

P a t t i s o n  g r a d u a te d  in  1870  from C e n t r a l  High S choo l 

w i th  honors  and th e n  went t o  s tu d y  law u n d e r  Lewis C a s s id y .

35The s ta te m e n t  by David P i v a r  in  h i s  a r t i c l e  "Theo- 
c r a t i c  B usinessm en and M u n ic ip a l  Reform 1870-1900” in  
P e n n s y lv a n ia  H i s t o r y , V o l.  33* 1966, p .  295 t h a t  " P a t t i s o n  
was a C a t h o l i c '1 i s  i n c o r r e c t .  See  P u b l ic  L e d g er ,  2 August 
1904 ( o b i t u a r y ) .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



2 2 1

In  18733 a t  t h e  age  o f  t w e n ty - th r e e  h e  p a s s e d  th e  b a r  

ex a m in a t io n  and in  fo u r  s h o r t  y e a r s  h e  won e l e c t i o n  a s  C i ty  

C o n t r o l l e r  by a  s l i m  m a j o r i t y  o f  1 ,9 6 2  v o t e s .  Even th o u g h  

C a s s id y  t a u g h t  him t h e  a r t  o f  p o l i t i c s  and prom oted h i s  

c a n d id a c y ,  P a t t i s o n  managed t o  e sc a p e  any c o n n e c t io n  w i th  

t h e  ro u g h ta n d - tu m b le  s i d e  o f  ward p o l i t i c s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  

C a s s id y .  In  1880 P a t t i s o n  won r e e l e c t i o n  by 15 ,000  v o t e s ,  

t h e  y e a r  Hancock l o s t  th e  c i t y  by 2 0 ,0 0 0  v o t e s .  Two y e a r s  

l a t e r ,  by C a s s id y 's  d e s ig n  and H a r r i t y ' s  s t r a t e g y ,  P a t t i s o n  

won t h e  D em o cra tic  n o m in a tio n  f o r  g o v e rn o r  and went on t o  

d e f e a t  h i s  R ep u b lican  opponent in  t h e  November e l e c t i o n .

B o th  a s  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and as  G overno r,  

P a t t i s o n  advanced  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  r e fo rm  by p r a c t i c i n g  

f r u g a l i t y  and n o t  by a d v o c a t in g  sw eep ing  changes in  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  biie g o v e rn m en t. The rU.D i.ic iieoger  in  comment­

in g  upon h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  as  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  s a i d :  ”He

s a t  upon t h e  c h e s t , ” and ”The e f f e c t  o f  h i s  f i rm n e s s  and
37s im p le  b u s in e s s  h o n e s ty  was f e l t  even in  C o u n c i l s . ”

A f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  r e t i r e m e n t  a s  g o v e rn o r  he t u rn e d  t o  

b an k in g  and  a c c e p te d  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  o f  t h e  C h e s tn u t  S t r e e t  

N a t io n a l  Bank. A lso ,  d u r in g  t h i s  i n t e r l u d e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

r e t i r e m e n t ,  C le v e la n d  a p p o in te d  him cha irm an  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  

Railw ay I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Commission in  1 8 8 7 .

^ P r o m i n e n t  and P r o g r e s s iv e  P e n n s y lv a n ia n s  o f  t h e  
N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry , p p .  397-398 .

3?The P u b l ic  L edger  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  2 August 1904 
( o b i t u a r y ) .
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P a t t i s o n  c o n t in u e d  t o  b e  a  power in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  n e x t  decade o f  t h e  l 8 9 0 ' s .

He was e l e c t e d  t o  a  second  te rm  a s  g o v e rn o r  i n  1890 b u t  

f a i l e d  t o  be e l e c t e d  mayor o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1895 • He 

s u f f e r e d  h i s  o n ly  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  d e f e a t  in  1902. Even 

tho u g h  P a t t i s o n  rem ained  an i n f l u e n t i a l  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Demo­

c r a t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  i n  1904, he made no l a s t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  p u b l i c  l i f e  e x c e p t  f o r  h i s  example o f  good, clfean g o v e rn ­

m ent. In  s h o r t ,  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  as  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  and 

G overnor w ere h o n e s t ,  b u s i n e s s l i k e ,  and p e d e s t r i a n .  The 

P u b l ic  L ed g er  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r ib e d  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

l e a d e r s h i p  in  an e d i t o r i a l  on th e  day o f  h i s  d e a th :

The c o n sp ic u o u s  p l a c e  which P a t t i s o n  h e ld  in  
t h e  p o p u la r  r e s p e c t  and c o n f id e n c e  th ro u g h  t h i s  
lo n g  p e r i o d  was due t o  no p e r s o n a l  a d v a n ta g e s  
o f  w e a l th  o r  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  t o  no e x t r a ­
o r d in a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  endowments, n o r  y e t  t o  
t h e  power o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e s  o r  i n t r i g u e .
I t  was due s im p ly  t o  h i s  s im p le  i n t e g r i t y  o f  
c h a r a c t e r  and t h e  c o n s c ie n t io u s  d u ty  he 
b ro u g h t  t o  ev e ry  p u b l i c  t r u s t .  38

James Gay Gordon

James Gay Gordon was b o rn  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1855 and 

came from  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s t o c k ,  an i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  which he 

was p ro u d .  His f a t h e r ,  a g r o c e r ,  ra n  a  shop in  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  

ward a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  1 3 th  and  P o p u la r  s t r e e t s .  He g ra d u a te d  

from C e n t r a l  High S c h o o l ,  r e a d  law u n d e r  Lewis C a s s id y  and 

was a d m i t te d  t o  t h e  b a r  in  1 8 7 6 . L ik e  h i s  two p o l i t i c a l

3® Ibid .
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c o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  H a r r i t y  and P a t t i s o n ,  he l e a r n e d  t h e  a r t
39o f  p o l i t i c s  from  C a s s id y .  As a young man he moved to  

1732 N o r th  13 t h  S t r e e t  in  t h e  2 0 th  w ard . Prom t h i s  Repub­

l i c a n  ward Gordon la u n ch ed  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  when he  won 

e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a te  in  1880. Prom t h e  b e g in n in g  

o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  Gordon l i n e d  up w i th  t h e  re fo rm  

e le m e n ts  i n  t h e  p a r t y .  S peak ing  b e f o r e  t h e  Young M en's 

D em o cra tic  A s s o c ia t io n  in  1882, Gordon d e s c r ib e d  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  P a r ty  a s  b e in g  p r o g r e s s i v e  b e c a u se  i t  to o k  t o  h e a r t  th e  

p h r a s e  in  t h e  p ream b le  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in  which th e  

governm ent w a s ' t o  "prom ote t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e . "  He a p p l i e d  

t h i s  t o  two con tem pora ry  i s s u e s :  t h e  re fo rm  o f  c o r r u p t

g o v e rn m e n ta l  a g e n c ie s  and th e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n  and 

t r u s t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  he r a l l i e d  t o  P a t t i s o n  in  h i s  g u b e r ­

n a t o r i a l  b i d ,  and a f t e r  P a t t i s o n 1s e l e c t i o n  in  1882 Gordon 

became a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  P a t t i s o n  Dem ocrats in  t h e  S t a t e

S e n a te  and a l s o  one o f  t h e  G o v e rn o r 's  m ost t r u s t e d  con- 
40

f i d a n t s .  He d e c l in e d  re n o m in a tio n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a te  in  

o r d e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law . In  1885  P a t t i s o n  

a p p o in te d  Gordon to  f i l l  an u n e x p ire d  te rm  a s  Judge o f  t h e  

C o u rt  o f  Common P le a s  No. 3 i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and in  t h e  

fo l lo w in g  y e a r  h e  ra n  f o r  a  f u l l  te rm  and was e l e c t e d  by 

o v e r  10 ,000  v o te s  when t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  D em ocra tic  t i c k e t

^ P r o m i n e n t  and P r o g r e s s iv e  P e n n sy lv a n ia n s  o f  th e  
N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry ,  p p .  246-247-

^ S e e  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 7 O c to b e r  1910, f o r  a  
r e p r i n t  o f  G o rd o n 's  sp e e c h  o f  1882 (Gordon Scrapbook : 1907-
1 9 1 3 ) .
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went down t o  d e f e a t .  He a p p e a le d  t o  In d e p e n d e n ts , m u n ic ip a l  

re fo rm e rs  and t o  a  f a i r  number o f  b u s in e s s  men. E. W. C la rk ,  

t h e  b an k e r ;  J u s tu s  S t ra w b r id g e ,  t h e  m erch an t;  and Henry C. 

Lea, th e  h i s t o r i a n ,  a l l  su p p o r te d  him in  t h e  1886 cam paign.

As a  judge  Gordon was adm ired  by P h i l a d e l p h i a  m id d le -  

c l a s s  P r o t e s t a n t s  f o r  h i s  m oral r e c t i t u d e .  He soon g o t  

th e  r e p u t a t io n  o f  b e in g  th e  tough  judge  on d i v e s ,  bawdy 

houses  and gam blers  who prom oted i l l e g a l  box ing  m atches  in  

th e  c i t y .

Though Gordon c o n s id e re d  h im s e l f  a r e fo rm e r  and a p r o ­

g r e s s i v e  in  th e  8 0 ' s ,  in  r e t r o s p e c t  h i s  r o l e  a s  r e fo rm e r  

was q u i t e  l i m i t e d  and h i s  r o l e  a s  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  was n e g l i ­

g i b l e .  In  t h e  decade  o f  t h e  8 0 's  he was young and e n e r g e t i c ,  

which e x p la in s  why th e  Record to o k  him t o  t a s k  in  an e d i ­

t o r i a l  f o r  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  o ld  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  whome
4 lhe a t t a c k e d  f o r  n o t  b e in g  p r o g r e s s i v e .  Gordon, how ever, 

n e v e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f in e d  h i s  p r o g r e s s iv i s m .

Though he was a  good example o f  h i s  m id d le  c l a s s  

P r o t e s t a n t  u p b r in g in g ,  he  co u ld  n e v e r  r i s e  above t h a t  

p o s i t i o n ,  In  d i s c u s s in g  im m ig ra t io n ,  f o r  exam ple, h e  was 

n o t c o n te n t  in  u s in g  t h e  o ld  economic argum ent t o  p r o t e c t  

w orkers  a s  t h e  rea so n  f o r  r e s t r i c t i n g  incom ing f o r e i g n e r s .  

R a th e r ,  he i n d i c a t e d  h i s  e th n i c  b i a s  by oppos ing  t h e  open ing

4 l C oncern ing  t h i s  sp eech  on t h e  need f o r  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  
D em ocratic  P a r ty  t h e  Record term ed i t  " th e  lan g u ag e  o f  a  
young man who f e e l s  h i s  o a t s . n P h i l a d e l p h i a  R eco rd , 8 J u ly  
1882 . .
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o f  American g a t e s  t o  new im m igran ts  b e c a u se  th e y  d id  no t 

p r a c t i c e  good American v i r t u e s .  "Read th e  cen su s  s t a t i s ­

t i c s , "  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  " a s  t o  t h e  grow ing i l l i t e r a c y  o f  y o u r  

f o r e i g n  p o p u la t i o n .  M o ra l i ty !  Go d red g e  th e  slums o f  y o u r  

c i t i e s ;  go spend  th e  day in  th e  c r im in a l  c o u r t s ;  go v i s i t

t h e  p r i s o n s  and p o o r  h o u s e s .  R espec t f o r  t h e  law! Ask
42New O r le a n s ,  a s k  C hicago , a s k  New Y o rk ."

An i n f l u e n t i a l  Democrat in  t h e  l 8 8 0 ' s ,  Gordon became a 

m ajo r  power in  t h e  n e x t  decade  as  l e a d e r  o f  th e  in s u r g e n t  

D em ocrats  who t r i e d  t o  c a p tu r e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  p a r t y  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .

W il l ia m  M. S i n g e r l y .

W il l ia m  M. S in g e r ly  h e ld  no o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s . b u t  he  e x e r c i s e d  a g r e a t  

i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  c i r c l e s  o f  th e  p a r t y .  His i n f lu e n c e  

rem ained  c o n s ta n t  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  and reach ed  i t s  peak  

in  1894 when he became t h e  D em ocra tic  nominee f o r  g o v e rn o r .

An a f f l u e n t  b u s in essm an , S i n g e r l y  was born  t o  w e a l th  

and u sed  i t  t o  advance h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  H is 

f a t h e r  owned c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  Germantown P a s se n g e r  

Railw ay C o .,  and when he d ie d  S in g e r l y  i n h e r i t e d  $750*000 

w o r th  o f  e q u i ty  in  t h e  company. P r i o r  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a th ,  

S i n g e r l y  managed t h i s  s t r e e t  r a i lw a y ,  p u t  i t  on a f i r m e r  

f i n a n c i a l  b a s i s  and made more money f o r  t h e  company. In  1877 

he p u rc h a se d  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Record and  s t a r t e d  h i s  p u b l i s h i n g

^ 2Speech b e f o r e  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  A s s o c ia t io n  a s  r e p o r te d  
in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s  on 12 F e b ru a ry  1892. (Gordon 
S c rap b o o k , 1 8 9 0 -9 7 .)
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and  j o u r n a l i s t i c  c a r e e r .  Under h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  Record

became t h e  m orning p a p e r  w i th  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n  in  
43t h e  c i t y .

An avowed D em ocrat, S i n g e r l y  made th e  Record a  c h i e f  

exponen t f o r  t h e  Democracy, a  u n iq u e  p o s i t i o n  among th e  

m a jo r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p a p e r s .  The o n ly  o t h e r  m a jo r  p a p e r  in  

t h e  c i t y  which e v e r  gave t h e  Dem ocrats any su p p o r t  was 

A le x a n d e r  M cC lu re 's  in d e p e n d e n t  T im e s . The Record n o t  o n ly  

r e p o r t e d  on th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  D em ocra ts ,  i t  h e lp e d  

sh ap e  p o l i c y  and mould p u b l i c  o p in io n  th ro u g h  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  

p a g e .  In  p a r t y  d i s p u t e s ,  w h e th e r  i d e o l o g i c a l  o r  f a c t i o n a l ,  

t h e  Record a lw ays to o k  a  p o s i t i o n .  In  g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  o u t ­

lo o k  t h e  Record l i n e d  up f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  D em ocra tic  

p o s i t i o n  o f  a  v e ry  l i m i t e d ,  n o n - i n t e r f e r i n g  governm ent which 

would p e rm it  maximum freedom  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n r y .

The Record was alw ays somewhat e m b arra ssed  by t h e  

s t r e n g t h  o f  Sam R a n d a l l .  S i n g e r l y  c o n t i n u a l l y  opposed 

R a n d a l l ' s  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  p o s i t i o n ,  and t h e  columns o f  t h e  

Record f r e q u e n t l y  rem inded t h e  r e a d e r s  t h a t  t a r i f f  r e v i s i o n  

was t h e  c a r d i n a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  Democracy. O ften  t h e  

Record ch a rg ed  t h a t  R a n d a ll  was a  R e p u b lic a n  in  d i s g u i s e ,  

w h ich , no d o u b t ,  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  t h e  s u s p ic io n  t h a t  R a n d a l l  

worked a d e a l  w i th  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s  t o  keep h i s  s e a t  in  

C o n g re ss .  As a  l e a d in g  C le v e la n d  D em ocrat, S i n g e r l y  worked

^ M a k e r s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p .  192.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



227

c l o s e l y  w i th  H a r r i t y  in  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w r e s t i n g  th e  c o n t r o l  

o f  p a t r o n a g e  from R a n d a ll  d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s  o f  

C le v e l a n d 's  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

W ith  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e c l i n e  and f i n a l l y  t h e  d e a th  o f  

R a n d a l l ,  S i n g e r l y ’s p r e s t i g e  i n c r e a s e d  and re a c h e d  i t s  

h e i g h t  i n  t h e  d ecade  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 's .

B . L e ad in g  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra ts : Second L e v e l  -  188O -I890

Some tw en ty  men co u ld  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  l e a d in g  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  Dem ocrats o f  t h e  second l e v e l  b e c a u se  th e y  made 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p a r t y  b u t  

d id  n o t  d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s ,  a c h ie v e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e i r  con­

t e m p o r a r i e s  d e s c r ib e d  above . However, t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i th in  

t h e  p a r t y  t e l l s  som eth ing  ab o u t  t h e  k in d  o f  men t h e  Democrats 

a t t r a c t e d .

R i t t e n h o u s e  S q u a re  Dem ocrats 

E ig h t  o f  t h e  tw en ty  men in  t h i s  second  l e v e l  o f  l e a d e r ­

s h ip  can  p r o p e r l y  be c l a s s e d  a s  b lu e  b lo o d s  o r  R i t t e n h o u s e

S q u a re  D em ocra ts .  They c i r c u l a t e d  in  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  S o c i e t y ,  b e longed  t o  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  c lu b s  and 

c o u ld  a l s o  be  c a l l e d  th e  " s i l k  s to c k in g  s e t . ” F iv e  were 

E p i s c o p a l i a n s ,  t h e  p r o p e r  r e l i g i o n  f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  g e n t l e ­

men, and  two were C a t h o l i c s .  A l l  were members o f  t h e  b a r .
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44
James and John C am pbell , f a t h e r  and so n ,  w ere p a r t  o f  

t h e  C a th o l i c  a r i s t o c r a c y  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Judge James 

C a m p b e l l 's  f i d e l i t y  t o  b o th  t h e  C a th o l i c  ch u rch  and t o  t h e  

D em o cra tic  p a r t y  was a s  r e g u l a r  and c o n s i s t e n t  a s  t h e  d a i l y  

r o u t i n e  o f  e a t i n g  and s l e e p i n g .  His p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  

re a c h e d  i t s  p eak  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War, when he s e rv e d  as  

P o s tm a s te r  G e n e ra l  in  P r e s i d e n t  P i e r c e ' s  c a b i n e t .  He was 

an a c t i v e  member o f  S .  M a ry 's ,  t h e  o ld  C a th o l i c  p a r i s h  in  

S o c i e t y  H i l l ,  o f  t h e  H ib e rn ia n  S o c i e t y  and , o f  c o u r s e ,  o f  

t h e  D em ocra tic  P a r t y .  He a t t e n d e d  n e a r l y  e v e ry  S t a t e  and 

N a t io n a l  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  C onven tion  as  a  d e l e g a t e  s in c e  th e  

t im e  o f  h i s  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  p o l i t i c s .  His son John fo l lo w e d  

in  h i s  f o o t s t e p s ,  became a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s  in  t h e  7 0 ' s  when 

he  su c c e e d e d  Lewis C a s s id y  on t h e  Board o f  E d u c a t io n  in  1875* 

L ik e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  he  a t t e n d e d  n e a r l y  e v e ry  D em o cra tic  S t a t e  

N a t io n a l  C onven tion  s i n c e  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

c a r e e r .  He was a p p o in te d  S u rv e y o r  o f  t h e  P o r t  i n  188 5 , a 

p o s i t i o n  he  h e ld  th ro u g h o u t  C le v e l a n d 's  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

He was a l s o  a c t i v e  in  C a th o l i c  c h a r i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  in  s o c i a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s .  The e l d e r  Campbell d ie d  i n  1893 t u t  

h i s  son rem ained  an a c t i v e  Democrat th ro u g h o u t  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  

d ecad e  o f  t h e  9 0 ' s .
45G eorge W. B i d d l e , one o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  o u t s t a n d in g  

l a w y e r s ,  came from a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b lu e  b lo o d  f a m i ly ,  one as

^^See th e  P u b l ic  L e d g e r .  28  J a n u a ry  1893* f o r  t h e  o b i t u a r y  
o f  James Cam pbell; s e e  Who's Who in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  (1904) f o r  a  
b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e tc h  o f  John Campbell..

^ 5S ee  th e  P u b l i c  L e d g e r ,  30 A p r i l  1897  ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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im p o r ta n t  a s  th e  Cadwalader f a m ily .  He s tu d i e d  law under  

h i s  f a t h e r  and i s  p r im a r i l y  known f o r  h i s  t a l e n t  in  th e  

l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  He r e p re s e n te d  t h e  Mormons b e f o r e  th e  

Supreme C ourt when th e y  c o n te s te d  th e  Edmunds A c t ,  which 

p r o h i b i t e d  polygamy. He a l s o  was one o f  t h e  law yers  who 

r e p r e s e n te d  Samuel J .  T i ld e n  in  t h e  d i s p u te d  e l e c t i o n  o f  

1 8 7 6 . He m a in ta in e d  a  l i f e - l o n g  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  D em ocratic  

p a r t y ,  th o u g h  t h e  o n ly  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  her.held  was d e l e g a t e  

to  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention  o f  1873• W idely 

r e s p e c te d  f o r  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  and b a la n c e d  judgem ent, 

B id d le  s e rv e d  as  m e d ia to r  between t h e  two. r i v a l  f a c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  p a r t y  and p r e s id e d  o v e r  m e e tin g s  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  in  

December, 1894. L ike  most o f  h i s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c o n te m p o ra r ie s ,  

he moved from  h i s  ch i ld h o o d  r e s id e n c e  in  S o c ie ty  H i l l  t o  

1226 S p ru ce  S t r e e t  and l a t e r  t o  1624 Walnut S t r e e t ,  b u t ,  

l i k e  C adw alader, he k e p t  h i s  ch u rch  membership a t  o ld  

S . P e t e r ' s .
46S .  D avis  P ag e , a n o th e r  pew holder a t  S .  P e t e r ' s ,  was 

p o l i t i e a l l y  a  much more a c t i v e  Democrat th a n  George B id d le .

A p ro m in en t  member o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  b a r ,  Page g ra d u a te d  

from Y a le  C o lle g e  ( ’59) and H arvard  Law ( '6 2 )  and com­

menced h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  in  1876  when he won e l e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  Common C o u n c il  from th e  f i f t h  w ard . He ran u n s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y  f o r  C i ty  T r e a s u r e r  in  1879* b u t  won h i s  b i d  f o r  r e -  

e l e c t i o n  t o  C o u n c ils  in  1 8 8 2 . From 1883-84 he s e rv e d  R obert

h f i S ee  P rom inent and P r o g r e s s iv e  P en n sy lv a n ia n s  o f  t h e  
N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry . V o l . I ,  p p .  336-338; a l s o  t h e  P h i l a d e l ­
p h ia  R ecord , 12 O ctober  1921 ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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E. P a t t i s o n ' s  u n e x p ire d  te rm  as  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  b u t  was un­

s u c c e s s f u l  in  w inn ing  a  f u l l  te rm  in  1884. In  1886 C lev e ­

la n d  a p p o in te d  him S u b -T re a s u re r  o f  th e  U .S . a t  P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a ,  a  p o s t  he h e ld  u n t i l  1890. In  1890 he  became p r e s i ­

d e n t  o f  t h e  Quaker C i ty  N a t io n a l  Bank and a l s o  a  d i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  M e rc h a n ts '  T r u s t  Company. W hile v e ry  a c t i v e  in  

p a r t y  a f f a i r s  in  t h e  80*s , Page tu rn e d  t o  ban k in g  in  t h e  

9 0 ' s  and dropped most o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  t h e n .  He, 

t o o ,  h e ld  membership in  t h e  r i g h t  s o c i a l  c lu b s  ( R i t t e n h o u s e ,  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  H a rv a rd ,  e t c . )  and a l s o  m a in ta in e d  an i n t e r e s t

in  s e v e r a l  p a t r i o t i c  s o c i e t i e s .
47John and W il l ia m  B u l l i t t , f a t h e r  and s o n ,  had a lm o s t  

i d e n t i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r s  though  t h e  e l d e r  (John)  i s  more 

famous b e c a u se  o f  h i s  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  t h e  new C h a r t e r  f o r  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p o p u la r ly  known a s  t h e  B u l l i t t  B i l l .  B oth  

w ere c o n s e r v a t iv e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and b o th  d e s e r t e d  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y  in  1896  t o  h e lp  form  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p a r t y .

Born on a  K entucky p l a n t a t i o n ,  John C. B u l l i t t  r e c e iv e d  

h i s  e d u c a t io n  a t  C e n tre  C o l le g e  and th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

L e x in g to n .  He came to  p r a c t i c e  law in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1849, 

where he began h i s  l e g a l ,  b u s in e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r s .  

When t h e  Whig p a r t y  fo ld e d  he jo in e d  t h e  Dem ocrats and r e ­

mained an a r d e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s

^ F o r  f u r t h e r  in fo rm a t io n  on John C. B u l l i t t  s e e  t h e  
fo l lo w in g :  P rom inent and P r o g r e s s iv e  P e n n s y lv a n ia n s  o f  t h e
N in e te e n th  C en tu ry .  V o l.  I I ,  p p .  79 -81 ; Makers o f  P h i l a d e l ­
p h i a , p .  15; t h e  P u b l ic  L edger. 26 August 1902 " ( o b i t u a r y ) . 
F o r  a  b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  o f  W ill ia m  C. B u l l i t t  s e e  t h e  
P u b l i c  L e d g er ,  23 March 1914 ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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l i f e .  He d e fen d ed  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  s t a t e s ’ r i g h t s  and 

b e l i e v e d  f e r v e n t l y  t h a t  t h e  C i v i l  War c o u ld  have  been 

a v e r t e d .

As a c o r p o r a t i o n  law y er  John B u l l i t t  g a in e d  an u n s u r ­

p a s se d  r e p u t a t i o n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  He s u p e rv i s e d  th e  m a jo r  

t a s k  o f  r e o r g a n iz in g  t h e  g i a n t  b an k in g  house  o f  Jay  Cooke 

and C o .,  when i t  c o l l a p s e d  in  1 8 7 3 . John B u l l i t t ' s  l e g a l  

f i r m  a l s o  s e rv e d  a s  c o u n s e l  t o  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and R eading  

R a i l r o a d .

John B u l l i t t ’s so n ,  W il l ia m , was bo rn  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

and g r a d u a te d  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  and th e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  Law S c h o o l .  In  1882 he  won e l e c t i o n  

t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  from  t h e  f a s h io n a b le  e i g h t h  ward and 

in t ro d u c e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  famous c h a r t e r  f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w hich 

p ro v id e d  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  m u n ic ip a l  d e p a r t ­

ments u n d e r  t h e  M ayor’s o f f i c e .  L ike  h i s  f a t h e r ,  he  a l s o  

tu rn e d  t o  a  b u s in e s s  c a r e e r .  In  1885 he j o in e d  th e  N o r fo lk  

& W estern  Railw ay and r o s e  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  v i d e - p r e s i d e n t . 

He co u ld  n o t w i th s t a n d  th e  Bryan s to rm  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e lp e d  

t o  o r g a n iz e  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  in  1 8 9 6 . H is a l l e g i a n c e  t o  

t h e  Gold Dem ocrats was s h o r t - l i v e d ; a f t e r  t h e  '96  campaign 

he became an in d e p e n d e n t  R e p u b lic a n .

Even though  o f  S o u th e rn  a r i s t o c r a t i c  o r i g i n ,  t h e  

B u l l i t t s  c i r c u l a t e d  f r e e l y  among t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r i s t o c ­

ra c y  and became p a r t  o f  i t .  They had no c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  

t h e  o ld  A n g lican  S o c i e t y  H i l l  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  b u t  th e y  r e n te d  

t h e i r - p e w s  a t  t h e  f a s h io n a b le  R i t t e n h o u s e  S q u are  p a r i s h  o f
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t h e  Holy T r i n i t y .
48D a l l a s  S a n d e rs  t r i e d  t o  co n v in c e  P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  t h a t

49he was no " s i l k  s to c k in g  D em o cra t .1* But h i s  p r o p e r  

E p i s c o p a l i a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  a t  S .  S t e p h e n 's  Church, h i s  mem­

b e r s h ip  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  C lub , h i s  r e s id e n c e  a t  1225 

L o c u s t  s t r e e t ,  a l l  r e v e a l  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i th  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a ' s  u p p e r  c r u s t .  A s ta u n c h  and d ev o ted  R a n d a l l  man, 

S a n d e rs  r e t i r e d  from p o l i t i c s  a f t e r  h i s  f r i e n d  and m en to r  

d ie d  i n  1 8 9 0 .

S a n d e rs  g r a d u a te d  from W estern  P e n n s y lv a n ia  U n i v e r s i t y  

and th e n  went t o  s tu d y  law u n d e r  h i s  c o u s in  George M. D a l l a s .  

H is s u c c e s s f u l  e l e c t i o n  to  t h e  Common C o u n c il  from t h e  

s e v e n th  ward i n  1882  marked t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s  s h o r t  

p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  Known f o r  h i s  competence and h o n e s ty ,  he 

r e c e iv e d  t h e  endorsem ent o f  t h e  Committee o f  100, a  m u n ic i ­

p a l  re fo rm  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  in  t h e  1882 cam paign. In  1885  he  

l o s t  h i s  b i d  f o r  S h e r i f f .  H is c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  R a n d a ll  

r e s u l t e d  in  h i s  e l e c t i o n  in  1887  as  chairm an o f  t h e  S t a t e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y ,  a p o s i t i o n  he  h e ld  f o r  one y e a r .  A f t e r  

R a n d a l l ’s  d e a t h ,  S a n d e rs  t u rn e d  t o  b u s in e s s  and e v e n t u a l l y  

became p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Wayne T i t l e  and T r u s t  C o . ,  and a l s o  

o f  t h e  Union Dime Bank o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

iifiHOS ee P ro m in en t and P r o g r e s s iv e  P e n n sy lv a n ia n s  o f  t h e  
N in e te e n th  C e n tu r y , V o l .  I I l T  p p .  368-370; Who's Who in  
P e n n s y lv a n ia  {1908). p .  537, and th e  P u b l ic  L e d g e r , 2lTMay 
1907 ( o b i t u a r y ) .

^ s e e  t h e  column “Men and T h in g s ’* by Penn in  t h e  
E ven ing  B u l l e t i n . 31 May 1907, f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  S an d e rs  
and h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i th  t h e  common p e o p le  o f  P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a  (Gordon S crapbook : p e r s o n a l  p a p e r s ,  1 9 0 7 -1 3 ) .
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The Businessm en 

T h re e  o f  t h e  men a t  t h e  second  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l  o f  t h e  

p a r t y  w ere  p r i m a r i l y  l e a d e r s  in  t h e  b u s in e s s  community.

They w ere  h ig h ly  r e s p e c t e d  members o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  com­

m unity  , b u t  none descen d ed  from an a r i s t o c r a t i c  f a m ily .
50 51F r a n k l i n  B. Gowen and George .F. B a e r  b o th  h e ld  t h e

p o s i t i o n  o f  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Reading  R a i l r o a d .  Gowen, b o rn  

in  Mt. A i r y ,  p u rsu e d  a  law e d u c a t io n ,  was l e g a l  c o u n s e l  f o r  

t h e  R eading  ro ad  and became p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  company in  

1870. He a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r te d  t h e  D em ocrats  i n  t h e  l 8 8 0 ' s .  

George F .  B a e r  was a  much more im p o r ta n t  f i g u r e  i n  b u s in e s s  

and p o l i t i c s . He came from German Reformed s to c k  and , 

a f t e r  h i s  ap p o in tm e n t  a s  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  t h e  Reading R a i l ­

ro a d ,  h e  became a  d u a l  r e s i d e n t  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and R ead ing . 

Most o f  h i s  s o c i a l  and fa m ily  l i f e  c e n te r e d  in  R ead ing , b u t  

he m a in ta in e d  a s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a .  H is  v a s t  b u s in e s s  i n f l u e n c e  can  be a t t r i b u t e d ,  

in  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  good w ork ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  he had w i th  J .  P. 

Morgan. W ith M organ 's  b a c k in g  he  r e o r g a n iz e d  t h e  Reading 

Co. in  1895. In  1901 he became p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  road  as  

w e l l  a s  t h e  J e r s e y  C e n t r a l .  He s u p p o r te d  t h e  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y  up t o  1896  when he jo in e d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s .  When t h e  

J e f f e r s o n i a n  movement e x p i r e d  he  became a  R e p u b l ic a n .

- ^ S e e  B io g r a p h ic a l  E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  o f  th e  
N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry , p . 6 2 7 .

^ S e e  Who's Who in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  (1908) p .  28 and t h e  
P u b l i c  L e d g e r ,  27 A p r i l  1914 ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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52As a  young man Henry D. Welsh'  ̂ l e f t  h i s  n a t i v e  town o f  

York t o  come t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  lo o k  f o r  a  jo b .  W ith  o n ly  a 

few p e n n ie s  in  h i s  p o c k e t ,  he began employment as  a s a l e s ­

man in  a d ry  goods f i rm  and worked h i s  way up in  t h e  company. 

A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  h a rd  work and good lu c k ,  he became a  prom i­

n en t bus inessm an  in  th e  c i t y .  By th e  1870’s he s e rv e d  on 

t h e  b o a rd s  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  some h a l f  dozen c o r p o r a t i o n s .

An a c t i v e  Democrat, he was o f f e r e d  by C le v e la n d  t h e  p o s t  o f  

C o n t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  C urrency  d u r in g  h i s  f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Welsh d e c l in e d  th e  ap po in tm en t b e cau se  he d id  no t want to  

c u r t a i l  h i s  b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t i e s .  He co u ld  n o t  f o l lo w  Bryan 

and chose  t o  s u p p o r t  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  in  1 8 9 6 .

Welsh was a l s o  a c t i v e  in  c h a r i t a b l e  and ch u rch  a f f a i r s ,  

s e r v in g  a s  a  t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  N o rth e rn  D isp e n sa ry  and o f  th e  

L u th e ran  Church o f  th e  Holy Communion.

The P o l i t i c i a n s

Nine o f  t h e  men a t  t h i s  second l e v e l  o f  l e a d e r s h ip  

co u ld  p r o p e r ly  b e  c l a s s e d  as  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h a t  th e y  

a c t u a l l y  so u g h t and h e ld  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  and were in v o lv e d  

in  t h e  a lm o s t  d a i l y  o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  None was an 

a r i s t o c r a t .  A l l  b e longed  t o  s o c i a l  c lu b s  b u t  n o t  t h e  

e x c lu s iv e  o n e s .  T here  w a s n ' t  an E p is c o p a l ia n  in  t h e  g roup .

Two were L u th e ra n s ;  one was a  P r e s b y te r i a n ;  f o u r  w ere C a th o l i c s  

and one was a  Jew.

52See Contemporary B iography  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l .  I I ,  
p .  224. 1 .
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53Samuel G_. K in g , a  r e s p e c t a b l e  m id d le - c l a s s  L u th e ra n ,  

l e f t  th e  b rushm aking b u s in e s s  t o  e n t e r  p o l i t i c s .  He se rv e d  

in  t h e  S e l e c t  C o u n c il  f o r  tw en ty  y e a r s  and g a in ed  th e  su p p o r t  

o f  re fo rm  R e p u b lican s  and in d e p e n d e n ts  f o r  h i s  advocacy o f  

such  m easures  a s :  im proving  th e  s c h o o ls ,  r e s t r i c t i n g  muni­

c i p a l  e x p e n d i tu r e s  t o  conform  w ith  t h e  money c o l l e c t e d  f o r  

tax .e s ,  and f i x i n g  t h e  c i t y ' s  in d e b te d n e s s .  He won e l e c t i o n  

as  Mayor i n  l 88 l ,  t h e  o n ly  Democrat d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  (1880- 

1910) t o  h o ld  t h a t  o f f i c e .  His s u c c e s s f u l  e l e c t i o n  t o  th e  

m a y o ra l ty  can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  work o f  many o f  t h e  in d e ­

p e n d e n ts  and re fo rm  R e p u b lican s  on t h e  Committee o f  100 who 

campaigned f o r  him th ro u g h o u t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  c a n v a s s .  He was 

an h o n e s t  mayor who la c k e d  p e r s o n a l  m agnetism . Though n o t 

an in n o v a to r  he d id  make one m ajo r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  in  h i s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  by h i r i n g  th e  f i r s t  Negro p o licem an  in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a .  A f t e r  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  in  1884 he r e ­

t i r e d  from p o l i t i c s .

D a n ie l  Foxff* a n o th e r  m id d le - c l a s s  L u th e ra n ,  was th e  l a s t  

Democrat e l e c t e d  mayor b e f o r e  Samuel K ing. E le c te d  mayor in  

1868, Fox i s  known f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s  in  u p g ra d in g  s a n i t a t i o n  

and e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p a id  f i r e  d ep a r tm en t in  th e  c i t y .

He r e t a i n e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  D em ocra tic  p o l i t i c s  b o th  i n  t h e  

t w e l f t h  ward and in  t h e  c i t y  u n t i l  he d ie d  in  1 8 9 0 . F r e q u e n t ly

53rhe  P u b l ic  L e d g e r , 22 March 1899 ( o b i t u a r y ) .
F4J See  Contem porary B io graphy  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V o l.  I I ,  

p p .  43-46  and t h e  P u b l lc ~ L e d g e r ,  2T~March 1890  ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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h e  a d d re s s e d  r a l l i e s  and worked f o r  t h e  p a r t y  d u r in g  e l e c t i o n  

cam paigns . H is  l a s t  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  th e  

M in t ,  he h e ld  by p r e s i d e n t i a l  ap po in tm en t d u r in g  C le v e l a n d 's  

f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Born and r a i s e d  in  N o r th e rn  L i b e r ­

t i e s ,  he l i v e d  in  t h e  e n v i ro n s  o f  h i s  o ld  ne ig h b o rh o o d  a l l  

o f  h i s  l i f e  and was b u r i e d  from S .  J o h n 's  Church, 6 t h  and 

Race, t h e  o ld  E n g l i s h  L u th e ra n  c o n g re g a t io n  in  w hich he had 

s e rv e d  a s  a  member o f  t h e  Church C o u n c il  and S u p e r in te n d e n t  

o f  t h e  Sunday S c h o o l .
55R o b er t  P_. D e c h e r t , a  p a t r i o t i c  m id d le - c l a s s  P re sb y ­

t e r i a n ,  s e rv e d  w i th  d i s t i n c t i o n  in  t h e  C i v i l  War, and con­

t i n u e d  h i s  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h e  N a t io n a l  G uard . He 

a t t a i n e d  th e  ran k  o f  B r ig a d i e r - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

N a t io n a l  Guard in  1890, f o u r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th .  As a 

p o p u la r  o r a t o r ,  he spoke  f r e q u e n t l y  a t  p o l i t i c a l  and 

p a t r i o t i c  r a l l i e s .  In  1884 he  ra n  ahead o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  

t i c k e t  and was e l e c t e d  C i ty  C o n t r o l l e r  by o v e r  16 ,000  v o t e s j  

t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  he was r e e l e c t e d .  L ike  K ing , Gordon and 

P a t t i s o n ,  he r e c e iv e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  many o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  

in d e p e n d e n ts .

John F a u n c e ^  and Emanuel F u r t h ^  ro s e  t o  p o s i t i o n s  o f  

l e a d e r s h i p  in  th e  p a r t y  by t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  in  t h e  s t a t e

^ S e e  Makers o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a , p .  92 and t h e  P u b l i c  
L e d g e r , 13 May 1894 ( o b i t u a r y ) .

5 6See P rom inent and P r o g r e s s iv e  P e n n sy Iv a n ia n s  o f  t h e  
19 t h  C e n tu ry , V o l.  I I ,  p p .  134-156 .

^ S e e  Who's Who in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  ( 1908 ) ,  p .  284 and 
Henry S . M o ra is ,  The Jews o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p p . 3 9 ^ -3 9 5 .
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p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a .  F au n ce ,  a law yer by p r o f e s s i o n ,  won h i s  

f i r s t  te rm  in  t h e  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in  1874, 

and s e rv e d  in  t h a t  body f o r  14 y e a r s .  He re a c h e d  th e  

p i n n a c l e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  when he  was e l e c t e d  

S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House i n  1 8 8 3 . As a  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  he  

s u p p o r te d  re fo rm  movements and sp o n so re d  l e g i s l a t i o n  d e s ig n e d  

t o  p r e v e n t  c r u e l t y  t o  c h i l d r e n .  B e s id e s  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

a f f a i r s ,  he  m a in ta in e d  a  law p r a c t i c e  and engaged in  b u s in e s s  

a c t i v i t y  a s  a  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C l e a r f i e l d ,  Conemansh &

W estern  R a ilw ay .

Emanuel F u r th ,  an a b l e  law yer and l e g i s l a t o r ,  was th e  

o u t s t a n d in g  Jew among t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Dem­

o c ra c y .  Of G erm an-Jew ish  d e s c e n t ,  F u r th  was born  in  Reading 

and came t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a t  th e  age o f  s i x .  He g ra d u a te d  

from C e n t r a l  High S c h o o l  and th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

Law S c h o o l ,  and became a w e l l  r e s p e c te d  member o f  t h e  b a r .

He was one o f  t h e  few Jews who en joyed  m embership in  th e  

Law yers ' Club and became s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  He 

s e rv e d  two te rm s  in  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e in g  e l e c t e d  in  1880  and 

a g a in  in  1882. He s e rv e d  as  chairm an o f  t h e  Committee on 

M u n ic ip a l  C o r p o r a t io n s ,  and in  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  he a id e d  in  

th e  f ram in g  o f  t h e  B u l l i t t  B i l l .  He r e t i r e d  from p o l i t i c a l  

o f f i c e  in  1885  b u t  rem ained  an a c t i v e  Democrat u n t i l  1896  

when he  b o l t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s .  An u p p e r  middle-, 

c l a s s  Jew, he  o r i g i n a l l y  l i v e d  in  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  ward (from  

which he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e )  and l a t e r  moved t o
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1707 J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t .  He h e ld  membership i n  th e  M e r c a n t i l e  

C lub , a  s e l e c t  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Hebrews. 

L a t e r  in  h i s  l i f e  he r e c o u n te d  h i s  e a r l y  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  a 

law y er  and p o l i t i c i a n  in  t h e  f o l lo w in g  humorous b o o k s :  Wit

o f  Bench and B ar (1924) and The Democrat a t  t h e  S u p p e r  T a b le  

(1 9 3 1 ) .

Four I r i s h  C a th o l i c  p o l i t i c i a n s  w ie ld e d  s u f f i c i e n t  

power in  t h e  p a r t y  t o  q u a l i f y  them f o r  s e c u r e  p o s i t i o n s  a t  

t h i s  second  l e v e l  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy. 

A l l  f o u r  w ere powers in  t h e  8 0 ' s ;  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  (McAleer, 

D o n n e lly  and Ryan) r o s e  t o  t h e  to p  l e v e l  of. l e a d e r s h i p  in  t h e  

p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  9 0 ' s .  The f o u r t h ,  S q u i r e  McMullen, s im p ly

r e t a i n e d  h i s  second  p l a c e  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  in  1901.
58W il l ia m  "S q u i r e 11 McMullen, one o f  t h e  most p i c t u r e s q u e  

p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  was bo rn  a t  7 t h  and B a in b r id g e  

S t r e e t s ,  t h e  o ld  Moyamensing d i s t r i c t  w hich  became t h e  

f o u r t h  ward a f t e r  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  The f o u r t h  ward 

became t h e  S q u i r e ' s  domain where he  r u l e d  a s  ward b o s s  from 

th e  mid 7 0 's  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h .  A C e n t r a l  High S ch o o l  d ro p ­

o u t ,  t h e  S q u i r e  rem ained  s e m i - l i t e r a t e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  

l i f e .  In  1854  he opened a l i q u o r  b u s in e s s  in  h i s  ward and 

two y e a r s  l a t e r  he was e l e c t e d  th e  ward a ld e rm a n .  I n  1874 

he began h i s  l i f e  t e n u r e  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l s .  A b e n e v o le n t  

ward b o s s ,  he d i s t r i b u t e d  alms t o  t h e  p o o r  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  

ward and th u s  k e p t  c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  dom ain. A s ta u n c h  d e v o te d  

R a n d a l l  f o l lo w e r  he worked f e v e r i s h l y  f o r  Sam in  h i s  every

58S ee  o b i t u a r i e s  in  t h e  P u b l ic  L e d g e r , 1 A p r i l  1901 and 
t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R ecord , 1 A p r i l  1901.
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e l e c t i o n  c a n v ass  in  t h e  T h ird  C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t .

A ro u g h -a n d - tu m b le  I r i s h  p o l i t i c i a n ,  S q u i re  McMullen 

l e f t  no p a p e r s  f o r  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  a n a ly z e .  He a t t a i n e d  no 

p o s i t i o n  in  s o c i e t y  t o  w a r ra n t  even a  b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  

in  one o f  t h e  s ta n d a r d  con tem porary  b i o g r a p h ic a l  volum es. 

N o n e th e le s s ,  he was a power in  th e  p a r t y .  The d e l e g a t e s  

always l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  S q u i re  when he spoke a t  th e  no m in a tin g  

c o n v e n t io n s .  In  h i s  e a r l i e r  days  he used h i s  f i s t s  in  b a r ­

room b ra w ls  f o r  d iv e r s io n  and in  h i s  l a t e r  days he a lw ays 

a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  by h i s  b a l lo o n  a s c e n s io n s  from F airm ount 

P a rk .  A f t e r  R a n d a l l ' s  d e a th  he  s h i f t e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

a l l e g i a n c e  t o  W ill iam  McAleer.

W ill ia m  M c A le e r^  was bo rn  in  I r e l a n d  in  1838  and came 

t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  w i th  h i s  p a r e n t s  in  1 8 5 1 . He a t t e n d e d  

s c h o o l  u n t i l  t h e  age o f  f i f t e e n  when he began w orking  in  a 

g ro c e ry  s t o r e .  L i t e r  he went t o  work f o r  h i s  f a t h e r  who 

ra n  a  p ro d u c e  b u s in e s s  a t  2nd and B a in b r id g e  S t r e e t s .  In  

l 8 6 l  t h e  McAleers r e lo c a t e d  t o  6 l8  S ou th  S t r e e t  and con­

f in e d  t h e i r  b u s in e s s  t o  f l o u r ,  an e n t e r p r i s e  w hich grew 

to  become t h e  l a r g e s t  b u s in e s s  o f  i t s  k in d  in  t h e  c i t y .

In  1870  McAleer s t a r t e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ,  b e in g  

e l e c t e d  t o  C o u n c ils  from th e  f i f t h  w ard . He d e c l in e d  r e ­

no m in a tio n  t o  C o u n c ils  b u t  was e l e c t e d ,  i n s t e a d ,  t o  t h e  

Board o f  t h e  G uard ians  o f  t h e  P o o r .  In  1886 he r e e n t e r e d  

a c t i v e  p o l i t i c s  when he  s u c c e s s f u l l y  ran  f o r  t h e  S t a t e

^ S e e  B io g r a p h ic a l  D i r e c to ry  o f  American C o n g re s s . p . 
1 2 8 1 Makers o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a , p . 205 ; and t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  . 
I n q u i r e r ,  20 A p r i l  1912 ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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S e n a te .  In  1890  he became a  m ajo r  p o l i t i c a l  power in  th e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  when he won e l e c t i o n  t o  

C ongress  from R a n d a l l ’s o ld  d i s t r i c t .

Throughout h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r ,  he rem ained a c t i v e  in  

t h e  f a m ily  b u s in e s s  and a l s o  s e rv e d  as  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e

Commercial Exchange and th e  Chamber o f  Commerce.
60

“C h a r l i e 11 D onne lly  was bo rn  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and 

r e c e iv e d  h i s  e d u c a t io n  a t  S t .  M ic h a e l 's  S c h o o l ,  2nd and 

J e f f e r s o n ,  and a t  L a S a l le  C o l le g e .  He e n te r e d  p o l i t i c s  in  

t h e  e a r l y  8 0 ' s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t w e n t y - f i f t h  ward on th e  

D em ocra tic  C i ty  Com m ittee. L a te r  he moved t o  Germantown 

and r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  tw e n ty -se c o n d  ward on t h e  C i ty  Committee. 

He was a c t i v e  in  b o th  o f  P a t t i s o n ' s  campaigns f o r  g o v e rn o r ,  

b u t  h i s  most im p o r ta n t  t r iu m p h  o c c u r re d  when he s e rv e d  as  

chairm an o f  t h e  C i ty  Committee in  1888, t h e  y e a r  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  s e t  a  r e c o rd  in  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  ( f o r  t h e  1880- 

1910 p e r io d )  by p o l l i n g  46$ o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  v o te  f o r  

C le v e la n d .  In  t h e  8 0 's  D o n n e lly ,  l i k e  M cAleer, was a r i s i n g  

young l e a d e r  d e s t i n e d  t o  become a m a jo r  power in  t h e  p a r t y  

in  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e .

The l a s t  I r i s h  C a th o l ic  in  t h i s  g ro u p ,  Thomas J .  Ryan, 

was b o rn ,  r a i s e d ,  and d ie d  in  S .  A u g u s t in e 's  p a r i s h  in  th e  

s i x t h  w ard , t h e  most c o n s i s t e n t  D em ocra tic  ward i n  t h e  c i t y .

^ P u b l i c  L edger  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  15 November 1926 
( o b i t u a r y ) .

^ 1I b i d . ,  7  O c to b e r  1912 ( o b i t u a r y ) .
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Tommy Ryan o r  t h e  "M ajor/*  a s  he  was sometim es c a l l e d ,  was 

e l e c t e d  t o  C o u n c i ls  In  l 88 l  and k e p t  h i s  s e a t  in  t h a t  body 

u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  in  1912. L ik e  t h e  S q u i r e  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  

w ard , t h e  M ajor r a n  t h e  s i x t h  ward w i th  h i s  to u g h  I r i s h  f i s t s .  

D uring  t h i s  d ecad e  he  was m ere ly  a  ward b o s s ,  b u t  in  th e  

9 0 ' s he r o s e ,  w i th  C h a r l i e  D o n n e lly ,  to  a p o s i t i o n  o f  p r e ­

em inent power in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .

C. M ajor L e a d e rs h ip  S h i f t s  D uring t h e  T u r b u le n t  9 0 *s

D uring  t h e  c r i t i c a l  and t u r b u l e n t  decade  o f  th e  9 0 ' s t h e  

Democrats e x p e r ie n c e d  d ra m a t ic  and fu n d am en ta l  s h i f t s  in  t h e  

p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  As p o in te d  o u t  e a r l i e r  i n  C h ap te r  I I I ,  

W il l iam  McAleer g a in e d  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  I r i s h  p o l i t i c a l  

f r i e n d s  when h e  u n s e a te d  th e  p a t r i c i a n  R ic h a rd  Vaux in  t h e  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1 8 9 0 . M cA leer 's  r i s e  t o  power 

was b u t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  I r i s h  d o m in a tio n  o f  th e  p a r t y .  

T h is  d o m in a tio n  by t h e  I r i s h  o r i g i n a t i n g  in  1890  was com­

p l e t e d  i n  1896  when th e  bus inessm en  and p a t r i c i a n s  l e f t  t h e  

p a r t y  o f  Bryan t o  form th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p a r t y .  At th e  

l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l  t h e  1896  n a t i o n a l  b a t t l e  was t h e  g r e a t  

t u r n i n g  p o i n t  In  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy.

As t h e  new d ecad e  o f  t u r b u l e n c e  and c o n fu s io n  f o r  t h e  

Democrats commenced, R a n d a ll  and C a ss id y  were r e s t i n g  in  t h e i r  

g r a v e s .  R ich a rd  Vaux s e rv e d  a  v e ry  s h o r t  te rm  In  C o n g ress ,  

r e t i r e d  a f t e r  b e in g  d e f e a te d  by McAleer in  1890  and d ie d  

t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  in  1893- D uring th e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f
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h i s  l i f e ,  h e  e x e r c i s e d  no i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  p a r t y .  W il l ia m

F. H a r r i t y  rem ained  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Demo­

c r a t s  up t o  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  s e m i - r e t i r e m e n t  in  August 1 8 9 6 . 

Whllfe he s t i l l  m a in ta in e d  some i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  p a r t y  a f t e r  

*96, h i s  power had d im in ish e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  In  f a c t ,  

even d u r in g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  I 89O -I8 9 6 , he n e v e r  had f u l l  con­

t r o l  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  W il l ia m  

S i n g e r l y  g a in e d  in  i n f l u e n c e  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s  1890-96 .

His i n f l u e n c e  re a c h e d  a p e a k  in  1894 when he r e c e iv e d  h i s  

p a r t y ' s  n o m in a t io n  f o r  g o v e rn o r .  A f t e r  he d e s e r t e d  t h e  

r e g u l a r s  i n  1896  t o  become a  J e f f e r s o n i a n ,  he l o s t  h i s  

i n f l u e n c e  w i th  t h e  p a r t y .  He d i e d  su d d e n ly  i n  1898  a f t e r  

t h e  e x p o su re  o f  i r r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e s  w hich  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

f a i l u r e  o f  h i s  b an k .  John C ad w alad er ,  J r .  a l s o  l e f t  t h e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  i n  1896 t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s .  How­

e v e r ,  he rem ained  a  D em ocrat, even th o u g h  i n a c t i v e ,  and 

q u i e t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  v o te  f o r  Bryan in  1900. When P a r k e r  was 

no m in a ted  f o r  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  in  1904, Cadw alader once a g a in  

became a s ta u n c h  n a t i o n a l  D em ocrat.

Thus d u r in g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h e  Dem ocrats l o s t  t h e  fo l lo w in g  

men who had  been  p a r t  o f  t h e  backbone o f  u p p e r - l e v e l  p a r t y  

l e a d e r s h i p  d u r in g  t h e  p r e c e d in g  d ecad e :  R ic h a rd  Vaux,

W il l ia m  F .  H a r r i t y ,  W il l ia m  M. S i n g e r l y ,  and John C ad w alad er ,  

J r .

The most im p o r ta n t  Dem ocrats who r e t a i n e d  u p p e r - l e v e l  

p o s i t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  d u r in g  t h e  decad e  o f  t h e  9 0 ' s  i n ­

c lu d e d :  R obert E. P a t t i s o n ,  James Gay G ordon, W ill ia m  M cA leer,
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C h a r le s  P . D o n n e l ly ,  and Thomas J .  Ryan. The f i r s t  two 

men w ere i n f l u e n t i a l  l e a d e r s  in  t h e  p r e c e d in g  decade  w h i le  

M cAleer, D o n n e l ly ,  and Ryan, a l l  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s ,  worked 

t h e i r  way up t o  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p rom inence  d u r in g  t h e  s to rm y  

d ecade  o f  t h e  l 8 9 0 ' s .

R o b e r t  E. P a t t i s o n  rem ained  a  m a jo r  i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  

p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  9 0 ' s .  His s u c c e s s f u l  r e e l e c t i o n  as  

G overnor in  1 8 9 0 , o f  c o u r s e ,  p u t  him in  a  p re e m in e n t  p o s i t i o n  

o f  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  His c h o ic e  o f  H a r r i t y  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

t h e  Commonwealth made h i s  t i e s  t o  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y  even s t r o n g e r .  In  1895 he s u f f e r e d  h i s  f i r s t  

p o l i t i c a l  d e f e a t  when b e a te n  f o r  Mayer c f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  by 

C h a r le s  W arwick. Though c o n s e r v a t iv e  on t h e  m oneta ry  

q u e s t i o n ,  h e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s u p p o r te d  Bryan i n  1896  a s  he 

w anted  t o  rem ain  l o y a l  t o  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  T hroughout 

t h i s  d ecad e  and u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  in  1904 he c o n t in u e d  t o  be  

an a c t i v e ,  r e g u l a r  Dem ocrat.

Judge  James Gay Gordon, P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  e n ig m a t ic  

p o l i t i c i a n ,  e x e r c i s e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n f l u e n c e  in  t h e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  tho u g h  most o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  added t o  t h e  

d i v i s i v e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  9 0 ' s .  The o n ly  e l e c t e d  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  he  h e ld  d u r in g  t h i s  decad e  was t h a t  o f  Judge 

o f  t h e  C ourt  o f  Common P le a s  No. 3 ,  t o  w hich he  was u n a n i ­

m ously r e e l e c t e d  in  1 8 9 6 . He n e v e r  ra n  f o r  a n o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  

o f f i c e .  In  f a c t ,  he r e s ig n e d  h i s  ju d g e s h ip  in  1898  t o  

r e t u r n  t o  p r i v a t e  law  p r a c t i c e  and s t a t e d  a t  t h a t  t im e
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b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  low s a l a r y  he cou ld  no t a f f o r d  t o  s t a y  on 
62t h e  b e n c h .  His u n ex p ec ted  r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  

t h e  Quay t r i a l  cau sed  no sm a ll  amount o f  s p e c u la t io n  con­

c e r n in g  G o rd o n 's  invo lvem en t in  t h e  p r o s e c u t io n  o f  Quay. 

Gordon p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  t r i a l  in  w hich S e n a to r  Quay was 

a c cu sed  o f  i l l e g a l l y  u s in g  s t a t e  funds t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l  

a d v a n ta g e  i n  1886 d u r in g  h i s  t e n u r e  as  S t a t e  T r e a s u r e r .  In  

a few m on ths ,  a f t e r  G o rd o n 's  s u r p r i s e  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  t h e  r e a l  

re a so n  f o r  h i s  s te p p in g  down came o u t .  Gordon had g a in ed  

a c c e s s  t o  Q uay 's  bank re c o rd s  and sh a re d  t h i s  in fo rm a t io n  

t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  enem ies: David M a r t in ,  John Wanamaker

and James M. G u ffey .  S in c e  Gordon became a n p a r t i s a n  in  t h e  

a n t i -Q u a y  movement, he co u ld  h a r d ly  r e t a i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as  

a  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  ju d g e .  J u s t  b e f o r e  Quay was a c q u i t t e d  h i s  

law y ers  c a l l e d  fo rm er  Judge Gordon t o  t h e  s ta n d .  When 

Gordon c o n f e s s e d  t o  h i s  invo lvem ent w h i le  s e rv in g  as  th e  

judge  o f  t h e  t r i a l ,  i t  caused  a  s e n s a t i o n  in  th e  t r i a l
/T  o

cham ber.

W hile  t h e  Quay t r i a l  i s  not d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  G o rd o n 's  

a c t i v i t i e s  in  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y ,  t h i s  e p iso d e  t e l l s  

so m eth in g  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  and p o l i t i c a l  m ethods. Through­

o u t  t h e  9 0 ' s  he p r a c t i c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  f a c t i o n  o f  

d i s s i d e n t  Democrats c a l l e d  th e  Gordon and sometimes th e  

Gordon-M cAleer wing o f  t h e  p a r t y .  S in c e  he chose t o  work

^ P h i l a d e l p h i a  I n q u i r e r . 24 November 1898 (Gordon 
S c ra p b o o k , 1898 - I 901T!

^ C i t y  and s t a t e ,  20 A p r i l  1899* p .  257.
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from b eh in d  t h e  s c e n e s  he  n e v e r  so u g h t  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  

ex cep t  f o r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  as  Judge . In  1 89 8 , h i s  " f r i e n d s "  

advanced h i s  can d id acy  f o r  t h e  D em ocra tic  no m in a tio n  f o r  

G overnor, b u t  by t h a t  t im e  G uffey  had f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  

D em ocra tic  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and Jenks  g o t  t h e  n o m in a t io n .

The Gordon wing by i t s e l f  had b u t  a  few f o l l o w e r s . 

However, G o rd o n 's  a l l i a n c e  w i th  McAleer gave t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  

a  power b a s e  in  t h e  T h i rd  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .  W hile 

Gordon in  t h e  8 0 's  en jo y ed  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e in g  a  young, 

a g g r e s s i v e  and even p r o g r e s s i v e ,  upward-bound D em ocrat, 

none o f  t h e s e  a d j e c t i v e s  co u ld  be  a p p l i e d  t o  him in  t h e  9 0 ' s .
«  MHe v o te d  f o r  McKinley in  1896  and h i s  c h i e f  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  were m o t iv a te d  by a  d e s i r e  t o  b lo c k  t h e  advance  

o f  h i s  two fo rm er  c o l l e a g u e s ,  P a t t i s o n  and H a r r i t y ,  w i th  

whom he  had a  f a l l i n g  o u t .  In  s h o r t ,  he made no c o n t r i ­

b u t io n  t o  t h e  th o u g h t  o r  th e  p r o g re s s  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d u r in g  t h i s  decade ; r a t h e r ,  i f  an y ­

t h i n g ,  h e  h e lp e d  t o  r e t a r d  i t s  g row th .

W il l ia m  M cA leer 's  power and in f l u e n c e  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l ­

p h ia  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  i s  c l e a r l y  shown in  t h e  p re c e d in g  

c h a p te r s  w hich  d e a l  w i th  th e  p o l i t i c a l  ch ro n o lo g y  o f  th e  

1 8 9 0 's .  H is i n f l u e n c e ,  however, was a lw ays l i m i t e d  t o  h i s  

own c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .  In  t h e  r i v e r  d i s t r i c t  he

^ ^ P i t t s b u r g h  L e a d e r .  19 A p r i l  1898  (Gordon S crap b o o k , 
1897 - 1 8 9 8 ) .  A lso s e e :  "A Record o f  13 Y ears  o f  P a r ty
P e r f i d y , "  a  pam phlet p u b l i s h e d  by th e  D em ocra tic  C i ty  
Com m ittee, 12 August 1901* p .  6 (Gordon S crapbook , 1898 - I 9O I ) .
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s t r u g g l e d  t o  keep h i s  power as  i n d i c a t e d  by: t h e  o p p o s i t io n

o f  Vaux i n  1890, h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  be renom ina ted  in  1894, 

t h e  s i l v e r  s p l i t  i n  '96  and h i s  e v e n tu a l  d e f e a t  in  1 9 0 0 . 

D uring  t h i s  p e r io d  he s e rv e d  f o u r  te rm s  in  C ongress ,  

tho u g h  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  in  t h e  lo w er  house  w ere q u i t e  

l i m i t e d .

McAleer th o u g h t  and a c te d  more l i k e  a  m id d le - c l a s s  

P r o t e s t a n t  bus inessm an  th a n  an I r i s h  C a th o l i c  p o l i t i c i a n .

He i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  th e  I r i s h  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  b ecau se  he 

was born  in  I r e l a n d  and l i v e d  in  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  where 

h i s  f a t h e r  o p e ra te d  a  p ro sp e ro u s  f l o u r  b u s in e s s .  He v o te d  

f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Sherman S i l v e r  P u rc h a se  A ct, and con­

s i s t e n t l y  opposed any f r e e  s i l v e r  m e asu re .  In  1896  he d id  

n o t  j o i n  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  b u t  d id  announce h i s  o p p o s i t io n  

t o  Bryan and f r e e  s i l v e r .  Thus, he  ran  on t h e  r e g u l a r  

t i c k e t  b u t  opposed t h e  r e g u l a r  p l a t f o r m .

He made no mark on Congress  a s  had h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  

Samuel Jack so n  R a n d a l l .  He made no famous sp eech es  and 

c o n t r i b u t e d  in  no way t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o r  developm ent o f  

new l e g i s l a t i o n .  He s e rv e d  on th e  Committee on Naval 

A f f a i r s  and , th ro u g h  h i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  League I s l a n d  P ark  

and  Navy Y ard was d ev e lo p ed  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

McAleer and Gordon formed an a l l i a n c e  e a r l y  in  t h e  9 0 ' s 

t o  oppose t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  W ill ia m  F. H a r r i t y .  In  so 

d o in g  th e y  h e lp e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p a r t y  w ran g le s  which 

so  p la g u e d  th e  Dem ocrats d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The Gordon-
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McAleer f a c t i o n  commanded few v o te s  o u t s i d e  t h e  T h ird  

d i s t r i c t  b u t  i t  co u ld  and d id  w ie ld  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  

in  e l e c t i o n s  when annexed t o  t h e  M a r t i n - P o r t e r  R e p u b lic a n  

Combine. A f t e r  h i s  d e f e a t  i n  1900, McAleer r e t i r e d  from 

p o l i t i c s  and d ie d  tw e lv e  y e a r s  l a t e r  a t  h i s  home in  Mount 

A iry .

The names D o n n e lly  and Ryan became synonomous te rm s  

w i th  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  a f t e r  t h e  r e t i r e ­

ment o f  W ill iam  P. H a r r i t y  from p o l i t i c s .  D onnelly  s e rv e d  

o n ly  two e l e c t e d  p o s i t i o n s :  M a g i s t r a t e  and County Commiss

s i o n e r .  Ryan was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Common C o u n c il  i n  l 8 8 l  and 

moved i n t o  t h e  S e l e c t  C o u n c i l  in  1884. In  1891  G overnor 

Pafctison  a p p o in te d  him H arbo r M a s te r .  In  1896  he  was 

e l e c t e d  a  County Com m issioner and was r e e l e c t e d  in  1899 and 

in  1903 h e  r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  S e l e c t  C o u n c i l  and rem ained  in  

t h a t  body u n t i l  h i s  d e a th .

B o th  D o n n e lly  and Ryan s e rv e d  a s  chairm en  o f  t h e  

D em ocra tic  C i ty  Com m ittee. T o g e th e r  th e y  ran  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  from 1897 u n t i l  1912 when 

R y an 's  d e a th  ended th e  bo ss  p a r t n e r s h i p .

N e i t h e r  Ryan n o r  D o n n e lly  l e f t  any p a p e r s  o r  l e t t e r s  

f o r  a n a l y s i s .  B oth  o p e ra te d  a s  b o s s - p o l i t i c i a n s ,  th o u g h  

D o n n e lly  l i k e d  t o  c o n s id e r  h im s e l f  a  " p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r , " ^  

a  te rm  h a r d l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a

6 5 p u b l ic  L edger  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) ,  15 November 1926.
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D em o cra tic  p a r t y .  Both  w ere p ra g m a t ic  p o l i t i c i a n s  w i th  no 

i d e o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h e re f o re ,  q u e s t io n s  o f  s t r i c t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  o f  f r e e - s i l v e r  d id  n o t  

b o th e r  t h e s e  men. They rem ained  l o y a l  t o  Bryan when th e  

o t h e r  more r e s p e c t a b l e ,  more l e a r n e d  Dem ocrats l e f t  t h e  

p a r t y .  B o th  fo u g h t  h a rd  t o  r i s e  t o  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  p r e ­

dominance in  t h e  p a r t y .  By th e  t im e  th e y  a c h ie v e d  t h e i r  

o b j e c t i v e  th e y  c o n t r o l l e d  o n ly  a  rem nant o f  a  d e cad en t  

D em o cra tic  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

D. S eco n d -L ev e l  S h i f t s : 1890-1900

The s h i f t s  i n  th e  second  l e v e l  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  were no 

l e s s  d ra m a t ic  th a n  th o s e  i n  th e  u p p e r  l e v e l .  Among th e  

b lu e  b lo o d s  t h e  i n f i r m i t i e s  o f  o ld  ag e  and r e s u l t a n t  d e a th  

removed James C am pbell,  who e x p i r e d  in  1893> and George W. 

B id d le ,  who d ie d  i n  1897• B id d le  l i v e d  to  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e  

Bryan s to rm  and jo in e d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  f o r  t h a t  b a t t l e .  

E very  o t h e r  rem a in in g  s i l k  s to c k in g  D em ocrat, e x c e p t  one , 

became a J e f f e r s o n i a n  i n  18961 John C am pbell, S .  D avis 

Page, and John and W il l ia m  B u l l i t t  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r te d  t h e  

J e f f e r s o n i a n  movement, w h i le  D a l la s  S a n d e rs  backed  McKinley 

in  1 8 9 6 . Thus, n o t  a  s i n g l e  " R i t t e n h o u s e  S qu are"  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y  l e a d e r  s u p p o r te d  B ry an .  A f t e r  t h e  '9 6  campaign 

W ill iam  C. B u l l i t t  became a  R e p u b l ic a n .  A l l  t h e  o th e r  

a r i s t o c r a t i c  Democrats r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y  b u t  rem ained 

i n a c t i v e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p a r t y  f a i l e d  t o  a t t r a c t  any new 

b lu e  b lo o d s .  By 1900 t h i s  im p o r ta n t  segm ent o f  t h e  p a r t y  

had  s im p ly  r e t i r e d ,  n e v e r  t o  be h e a rd  from  a g a i n .
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The b u s in e ssm e n ,  F r a n k l in  Gowen, George F . B aer  and 

Henry D. W elsh , a l l  l e f t  t h e  p a r t y  t o  j o in  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  

i n  1 8 9 6 . A f t e r  1896  W elsh and Gowen dropped t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  

i n  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  B a e r  became a R ep u b lican  and 

rem ained  one th ro u g h  t h e  Bryan y e a r s ,  b u t  when W ilson was 

e l e c t e d  in  1 9 1 2 , he r e tu r n e d  t o  t h e  o ld  p a r t y .

Among t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  in  t h e  seco n d -  

l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l ,  D a n ie l  M. Fox d ie d  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  

t h e  d ecad e  in  1890  and  R o b er t  D ech e r t  d ie d  in  1894. Samuel

G. King jo in e d  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  i n  1 8 9 6 ; t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  

he d i e d .  Emanuel Fufcth a l s o  became a  J e f f e r s o n i a n  in  1896 , 

b u t  l a t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y  and was known to  be a  

Democrat f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  b u t  a  v e ry  i n a c t i v e  one. 

John Faunce a l s o  rem ained  a  Democrat b u t  p la y e d  no a c t i v e  

r o l e  i n  t h e  p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  9 0 ' s .

Of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  who had  a c h ie v e d  

p l a c e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  8 0 ' s  o n ly  f o u r  

c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  9 0 ’s . .  A l l  f o u r  

w ere  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s :  S q u i r e  McMullen, W il l iam  McAleer,

Tommy Ryan and C h a r l i e  D o n n e l ly .  The l a s t  t h r e e  a c t u a l l y  

became u p p e r - l e v e l  l e a d e r s  d u r in g  t h e  9 0 ' s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

a f t e r  1 8 9 6 . W ith in  t h e  decad e  o f  t h e  9 0 ' s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

e l e c t i o n  o f  1896  was t h e  m a jo r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  in  t h e  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  (The q u e s t io n  o f  how 

B ryan a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  Democrats a t  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  l e v e l  

w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y . )  What i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  h e re
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i s  t h a t  th e  Bryan s to rm  o f  1896  re sh ap ed  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r ­

s h ip .  When t h e  B ourbons, t h e  b a n k e rs  and t h e  bus inessm en  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e s p e c t a b l e  m id d le - c la s s  P r o t e s t a n t s  p u l l e d  

o u t ,  t h e  I r i s h  rem ained  l o y a l  and th e y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a p ta in e d  

th e  s in k in g  D em ocra tic  s h ip .  A f te r  t h e  o ld  g u a rd  a b d ic a t e d ,  

Ryan and D onnelly  p ic k e d  up th e  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  w recked p a r t y .

In  t h e  su b se q u e n t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y  became s t a f f e d  e n t i r e l y  by t h e  h a rd  working 

ward and d i v i s i o n  l e a d e r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  was r a p i d ly  

becoming an I r i s h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i th  l i t t l e  o r  no su p p o r t  

from th e  o th e r  segm ents  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s o c i e t y .  T h is  

developm ent was a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  1896  campaign and 

th e  d e s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  s i l k - s t o c k i n g  s e t ,  who w ere f r i g h t e n e d  

t o  d e a th  by t h e  Boy O ra to r  o f  t h e  P l a t t e .

The I r i s h  t a k e - o v e r  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  l e a d e r ­

s h ip  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was n o t u n iq u e .  G e o ffre y  B lo d g e t t  in  

h i s  work, G e n t le  R e fo rm ers : M a ssa c h u se t ts  Dem ocrats in  th e

C lev e lan d  E r a , p o i n t s  o u t t h a t  th e  I r i s h  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  

th e  B oston  p a r t y  when th e  C lev e lan d  Dem ocrats d e f e c te d  in  

1 8 9 6 . W hile t h e  B o s t o n - I r i s h  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  w ere n o t  avowed 

B r y a n i t e s ,  t h e  f a c t  i s  th e y  c a p tu r e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  when 

th e  p a r t y  was d i s r u p t e d  by t h e  Bryan s to rm .  B lo d g e t t  o b se rv e s  

t h a t :  "By 1898  no Yankee Democrat co u ld  th w a r t  t h e  I r i s h  and
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s u r v i v e . "  Hence* th e  r i s e  o f  th e  I r i s h  Democrats in  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  was s i m i l a r  t o  th e  B oston  E x p e r ie n c e .

E. The I r i s h  D em ocratic  M achine o f  D onnelly  and Ryan

T hroughou t th e  f i r s t  d ecad e  o f  t h e  cen tu ry *  C h a r l i e  

D o n n e lly  and Tommy Ryan dom inated  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  No o t h e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democrat e x e r c i s e d  th e  

overwhelm ing in f lu e n c e  t h a t  t h e s e  two p o l i t i c i a n s  h e ld  o v e r  

t h e  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  On o n ly  one occasion*  th e  Bryan 

campaign o f  1908* was t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  c o n t e s t e d .  And* in  

t h a t  campaign th e  Bryan Democrats m ere ly  worked o u t s i d e  t h e  

fram ework o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a i d  Bryan in  h i s  t h i r d  

cam paign .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  d u r in g  t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  D em ocratic  

r e s u r g e n c e  o f  1902-1906  th e  o ld  b lu e  b lo o d s  i n j e c t e d  a  

s p u r t  o f  e n th u s ia sm  and l e a d e r s h i p  i n t o  t h e  r a p i d l y  d e c a y in g  

D em ocra tic  c o r p s e .  Cadwalader* Page and F u r th  came back  to  

work f o r  P a t t i s o n  in  h i s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  campaign o f  1902; in  

1904 t h e y  and o th e r  Bourbons jumped on th e  bandwagon f o r  

Judge P a r k e r .  But t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and e n th u s ia sm  was* a t  

b e s t*  a ro m an tic  f l a s h - b a c k  t o  a bygone age t h a t  c o u ld  n e v e r  

be r e t r i e v e d .  T h e i r  ro m a n tic  f a n c i e s  and r e a c t i o n a r y  

p o l i c i e s  co u ld  be o n ly  ephem eral b e c a u se  th e y  were so

66 G e o ff re y  B lo d g e t t*  G e n t le  R e fo rm ers ; M a ssa c h u se t ts  
Dem ocrats in  t h e  C lev e lan d  E r a ,  p .  2 5 8 . A lso f o r  t h e  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  I r i s h  i n  th e  18§6 e l e c t i o n  in  B oston  s e e  
B l o d g e t t ,  o p . c i t . *  p p .  230-233 .
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u t t e r l y  a n a c h r o n i s t i c .  D e s p i te  t h e i r  v ig o ro u s  s u p p o r t  o f  

th e  p a r t y  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1904, t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  made no 

e s s e n t i a l  mark upon th e  r e a l  d i r e c t i o n  o r  management o f  th e  

p a r t y  in  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  The days  w ere gone when 

th e  u p p e r  l e v e l  o f  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  co m p rised  s e v e r a l  s t r o n g  

men o f  v a r i e d  b ack g ro u n d s :  e t h n i c ,  s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  and

econom ic .

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  o f  t h e  new c e n tu r y  ( u n t i l  h i s  

d e a th  i n  1904) P a t t i s o n  e x e r d i s e d  some i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  

p a r t y ,  b u t  h i s  power n e v e r  ap p ro x im a te d  t h a t  o f  D o n n e lly  

o r  Ryan. In  f a c t ,  what power he d id  have  came from h i s  

a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  D o n n e lly  and Ryan. P a t t i s o n ' s  o ld  p o l i t i c a l  

a l l y ,  W il l ia m  F. H a r r i t y ,  who r e t i r e d  from p o l i t i c s  d u r in g  

t h e  '96  Bryan cam paign, d id  s e r v e  on t h e  a u x i l i a r y  com m ittee 

t o  a i d  P a t t i s o n  in  t h e  1902 cam paign . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,

H a r r i t y  had v e ry  l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e  on p a r t y  a f f a i r s  d u r in g  

t h e  f i r s t  decad e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y .

W il l ia m  McAleer a l s o  s e rv e d  on t h e  1902 P a t t i s o n  

a u x i l i a r y  co m m ittee ,  b u t  he  rem ained  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  r e s t  

o f  h i s  l i f e  a  r e t i r e d  p o l i t i c i a n .  H is p o l i t i c a l  a l l y ,  James 

Gay G ordon, d e l i v e r e d  o c c a s io n a l  sp e e c h e s  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  

1900- 19 1 0 , b u t  n e i t h e r  d id  he p o s s e s s  t h e  power he  had in  

t h e  9 0 ' s .  Gordon was n e v e r  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s ,  

bu t he a d v o c a te d  a  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  a s  r e a c t i o n a r y  as 

any J e f f e r s o n i a n  t e n e t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f a i t h .  In  1907, in  a 

sp eech  a t  t h e  M a n u f a c tu r e r s 1 Club h e  condemned T heodore
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R o o s e v e l t  f o r  a d v o c a t in g  g r e a t e r  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

engaged i n  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce and  d e c l a r e d :  "Y et,  what

man who h as  any r e s p e c t  f o r  fu n d am en ta l  law b e l i e v e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  s h o u ld  be l e f t  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  governm ent a  power 

v a s t e r  th a n  th e  C zar en jo y s? "  L ik e  Cadw alader and th e  

B ourbons ,  Gordon r e a c te d  a g a i n s t  t h e  changes t a k i n g  p l a c e  

in  American s o c i e t y  and in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .

When th e  l e a d e r s  in  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p a r t y  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  d i e d ,  r e t r e a t e d  o r  s im p ly  r e t i r e d ,  no new 

men o f  com parab le  s ta n d in g  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  to o k  t h e i r  

p l a c e s .  Hence, t h e  whole o r g a n i z a t i o n  was i n h e r i t e d  by 

D o n n e lly  and Ryan. B oth  o f  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  

w ere s k i l l f u l  w a r d - l e v e l  m a n ip u la to r s ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  p o s s e s s e d  

t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  p a r t y  

th ro u g h o u t  th e  c i t y .  Under D o n n e lly  and Ryan t h e  te rm s  

'M ach in e ' and 'B o s s '  were a p p l i e d  e q u a l ly  t o  t h e  Dem ocrats 

a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s .  The u n f o r t u n a t e  d e g e n e r a t io n  

o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n t o  a  'M achine ' r e s u l t e d  

in  t h e  b y p a s s in g  o f  th e  o ld  m i n o r i t y  p a r t y  by t h e  r e fo rm e rs  

d u r in g  t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  in  t h i s  decade  f o r  h o n e s t  g o v e rn ­

ment b o th  a t  t h e  c i t y  and s t a t e  l e v e l .

By 1900 t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  a t  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l  had become a lm o s t  e x c l u s iv e ly  an I r i s h o c l u b ,  

a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  which p r e v a i l e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  f i r s t  decade

6?The N orth  American ( P h i l a d e l p h i a )  15 A p r i l  1907 
(Gordon Scrapbook : 1907-1913).

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



254

o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y .  T h is  d ev e lo p m en t,  which had i t s  

g e n e s i s  in  t h e  Vaux-McAleer c o n g r e s s io n a l  f i g h t  o f  1890, 

became f u l l - g r o w n  when th e  I r i s h  l e a d e r s  c a p tu r e d  c o n t r o l  

o f  t h e  p a r t y - d u r i n g  t h e  Bryan s to rm  o f  '9 6 .  The consequences  

f o r  t h e  Dem ocrats w ere ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s e v e r e .  F o r  t h e  

w hole f i r s t  d ecade  o f  th e  new c e n tu r y  was one o f  l o s t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  m in o r i ty  p a r t y .  D a n ie l  P . Moynihan, 

in  commenting upon t h e  I r i s h  t a k e - o v e r  o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  New 

York C i ty  d u r in g  t h e  e r a  o f  R ic a h rd  C ro k e r  o b s e rv e s :  " . . .

t h e  I r i s h  d i d n ' t  know what t o  do w i th  t h e i r  o p p o r tu n i ty .

They n e v e r  th o u g h t  o f  p o l i t i c s  a s  an  in s t r u m e n t  o f  s o c i a l  

ch an g e— t h e i r  k in d  o f  p o l i t i c s  in v o lv e d  th e  p r o c e s s e s  o f a  

s o c i e t y  t h a t  was n o t  c h a n g in g .” T h is  s t a t i c  view o f  

p o l i t i c s  p r e v e n te d  b o s se s  l i k e  Ryan and  D onnelly  from 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  and le a d in g  t h e  g r e a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R e v o lu t io n  

o f  1905b

I r o n i c a l l y  t h e  I r i s h  l e a d e r s  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  same t r a p  

t h a t  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  f e l l  i n t o  in  1896  when t h e i r  s t a t i c  

v iew  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r e v e n te d  them  from  f o l lo w in g  B ryan , 

whose f i n a n c i a l  h e r e s y  th e y  viewed a s  a  f a c a d e  t o  h i s  more 

i n s i d i o u s  p o p u l i s t i c  and s o c i a l i s t i c  t e a c h i n g s .  N e i th e r  th e  

J e f f e r s o n i a n s  l i k e  C adw alader, Page o r  F u r th  n o r  t h e  I r i s h  

l i k e  Ryan and  D o n n e lly  had a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  b ro a d  s e t  o f  w ork ing  

p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  e n a b le  them t o  s o lv e  t h e  con tem porary  

p rob lem s w hich  fa c e d  th e  c i t y  o r  t h e  n a t i o n .

^ N a t h a n  G la z e r  and D a n ie l  P a t r i c k  Moynihan, Beyond 
t h e  M e lt in g  P o t ,  p .  229.
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CHAPTER V I I I

GRASS ROOTS STRENGTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

IN PHILADELPHIA, 1880-1910

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e  d e c l i n e  

o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy from l8 8 0 . . to  1910. Though 

u n q u e s t io n a b ly  a  m in o r i ty  p a r t y  d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s ,  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  were s t r o n g  enough t o  c h a l le n g e  R e p u b lican  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  c i t y .  D uring  th e  t u r b u l e n t  decade o f  t h e  9 0 ' s ,  however, 

t h e  Democrats l o s t  m ajo r  segm ents o f  t h e i r  normal ward s t r e n g t h .  

In  t h e  g e n e r a l  D em ocra tic  d e b a c le  o f  189^ ,  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

Democrats s u f f e r e d  a  s e v e re  s e tb a c k  w hich  s i g n a l i z e d  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  a  long  i r r e v e r s i b l e  d o w n -h i l l  t r e n d .  In  1900 

th e  R ep u b lican s  c a p tu re d  R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  d i s t r i c t  d e f e a t in g  

W ill iam  M cA leer 's  b id  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .  From 1900-1910 th e  

Democrats grew p r o g r e s s i v e l y  w eaker i n  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  as  

w e l l  a s  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t  a s  t h e  c h a r t s  on th e  

n e x t  two pages  i n d i c a t e .

Many complex f a c t o r s  h e lp  t o  e x p la in  t h i s  trem endous, 

a lm o s t  phenom enal, d e c l i n e  in  so  s h o r t  a  p e r i o d .  During th e  

8 0 's  t h e  Democrats co u ld  r e l y  upon th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  I r i s h  and German n e ighborhoods  in  th e  p o o r e s t  

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  During t h e  t u r b u l e n t  9 0 ' s  R u ss ian  Jews 

and I t a l i a n  C a th o l ic s  r e p la c e d  t h e  I r i s h  and Germans In  t h e s e
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a r e a s .  The g r e a t  e t h n i c  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  in  t h e  r i v e r  wards 

p ro fo u n d ly  a f f e c t e d  t h e  Democracy. These  newcomers, who 

now o c c u p ie d  th e  lo w e s t  rung on t h e  economic and s o c i a l  

l a d d e r  once h e ld  by t h e  I r i s h  and Germans, were n o t  a t t r a c t e d  

t o  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  By 1900, t h e  y e a r  McAleer l o s t  h i s  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  s e a t ,  t h e  I t a l i a n  C a th o l i c s  and R u ss ian  Jews 

overw helm ing ly  p re d o m in a te d  in  t h e  r i v e r  w a rd s .  Nor d id  

t h e  D em ocrats  g a in  any  s i g n i f i c a n t  new s u p p o r t  e lse w h e re  

i n  t h e  c i t y .  In  s h o r t ,  t h e  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  a  d e c l i n e  in  

t h e  a b s o l u t e  number o f  v o t e r s  a t  a  t im e  when t h e  p o p u la t io n  

was r i s i n g  a t  a  norm al r a t e  o f  tw e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  each  

d e c a d e .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  1888 D em ocra tic  v o te  o f  93*000 f o r  

C le v e la n d  was a c t u a l l y  t h e  h ig h  w a te r  mark f o r  t h e  Democracy 

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

The D em ocra tic  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  new im m igran ts  

was p a r a l l e l e d  by t h e  d e c l i n e  in  German and I r i s h  s u p p o r t  

w hich  o c c u r re d  i r o n i c a l l y  d u r in g  t h e  p e r io d  o f  do m in a tio n  

by C h a r l i e  D onnelly  and Tommy Ryan. By 1900 I r i s h  l e a d e r s  

ra n  t h e  p a r t y  b u t  a t  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  th e  D em ocrats  co u ld  

n o t  command t h e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  any e th n ic  g roup  in  t h e  c i t y .  

The Benson th e o r y  o f  n e g a t iv e  r e f e r e n c e  p r o b a b ly  does  a p p ly  

t o  t h e  d ecad e  o f  t h e  9 0 's  when th e  R u ss ia n s  and I t a l i a n s  

(R e p u b l ic a n s )  pushed  t h e  I r i s h  and Germans (D em ocrats) o u t  

o f  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t .  However a f t e r  t h e  I r i s h  

and Germans l e f t  t h e  o ld  n e ighborhoods  many o f  them s l i p p e d  

i n t o  t h e  GOP, t h e  p a r t y  w hich  had a t t r a c t e d  t h e  I t a l i a n s
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and R u ss ia n s  i n  t h e  o ld  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  

t o  d e te rm in e  why th e  I r i s h ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  l e f t  t h e  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y .  I t  i s  p l a u s i b l e  t o  assume t h a t  a s  t h e  I r i s h  moved 

i n t o  t h e  more a f f l u e n t  m i d d l e - c l a s s  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  th e y  l o s t  

much o f  t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  e th n o c e n t r i s m  and t h e r e f o r e  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  R e p u b lican s  who p re d o m in a te d  in  t h e s e  

new n e ig h b o rh o o d s .

P h i l a d e l p h i a , New Y ork  and B oston  

D u rin g  t h e  p e r io d  from 1880-1910 t h e  n a t i o n  e x p e r ie n c e d  

c o n t in u o u s  waves o f  im m ig ra t io n  w hich  changed t h e  com plexion  

o f  many o f  t h e  E a s te r n  c i t i e s .  At t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  

p e r io d  t h e  I r i s h  and Germans came t o  America by th e  th o u s a n d s ;  

by t h e  end o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  d ecad es  I t a l i a n s  and R u s s ia n ,

P o l i s h  and H ungarian  Jews were a r r i v i n g  in  numbers a s  g r e a t  

a s  t h e  I r i s h  and Germans o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  f e l t  t h e  im pact o f  t h i s  im m ig ra t io n .  However, 

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a c o n s e r v a t iv e  c i t y  w hich  shunned in n o v a t io n  

and t r i e d  h a rd  n o t t o  be to o  c o s m o p o l i ta n ,  d id  n o t e x p e r ie n c e  

t h e  g r e a t  u p h e a v a l  in  p o p u la t io n  as  d id  c i t i e s  l i k e  New York 

and B o s to n .  In  t h e  1880 cen su s  P h i l a d e l p h i a  r e c o rd e d  o n ly  

2 4 .1 $  o f  h e r  c i t i z e n s  a s  b e in g  f o r e i g n  bo rn  w h i le  B oston  

r e p o r t e d  3 0 .9 $  and New Y ork had a  f o r e i g n  p o p u la t io n  o f  3 9 . 68$ .  

F u r t h e r ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  low f o r e i g n  born  p o p u la ­

t i o n  rem ained  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  c i t y  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  1880 -  

1910 p e r i o d .  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was more o f  an American n a t i v e  

c i t y  th a n  e i t h e r  B oston  o r  New Y ork .
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P h i l a d e lp h i a '1’ 1890 1900 1910

F o re ig n  born 25.74$ 2 2 . 82$ 32 .07$

N a t iv e s  w i th  f o r e ig n 30 .94 3 2 .0 0 2 4 .6 9
p a r e n t s

5 6 .6 8 54 .82 5 6 .76

New York (M anhattan & 
Bronx)

F o re ig n  born 42 .23 4 1 .4 9 6 3 .4

N a tiv e s  w i th  f o r e ig n 3 6 .6 3 39.03 1 9 .5
p a r e n t s

7 8 .8 6 8 0 .5 2 8 2 .9

B oston

F o re ig n  born 35 .2 3 5 .1 3 5 .8

N a t iv e s  w i th  f o r e ig n 3 2 .8 3 6 .8 3 8 .3
p a r e n t s

6 8 .0 7 9 .9 7 4 .1

The p e rc e n ta g e s  f o r th e  v a r io u s g roups  o f f o re ig n

a l s o  r e v e a l s  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  low rank  compared t o  t h a t  o f  New 

York and B o s to n .  The fo l lo w in g  t a b l e s  f o r  1890  and 1910 show 

th e  gap betw een P h i l a d e l p h i a  and th e s e  two o t h e r  m a jo r  

E a s te r n  c i t i e s .

^The p e r c e n ta g e  o f  f o r e ig n  born i s  d e r iv e d  from th e  
U .S . Census R ep o r ts  f o r  18 9 0 , 1900 and 1910. In  su b se q u e n t  
t a b l e s  f o r e ig n  born  p e rc e n ta g e s  a r e  d e r iv e d  from th e s e  
r e p o r t s  and from th e  1880 U.S. Census R e p o r t .
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1890  ( p e r c e n ta g e  o f  f o r e ig n  born )

I r i s h Germans E n g l i s h R u ss ian s I t a l i a n s

P h i l a d e l p h i a 1 0 .6 7 .1 6 3 .7 2 0 .7 5 O.6 5

New Y ork 12 .53 1 3 .85 2 .3 6 3 .1 7 2 .6 3

B oston 1 6 .7 2 2 .45 3 .3 4 0 .8 9 1 .1 1

1910  ( p e r c e n ta g e  o f  f o r e ig n  born 
p a r e n t s )

1 p lu s  n a t i v e s  w i th f o r e ig n

P h i l a d e l p h i a 1 3 .84 9 .6 9 3 .7 4 8 .8 4 4 .7 8

New York 12 .19 11 .04 0 .3 1 1 6 .2 8 12 .37

B oston 2 2 .9 2 .8 3 2 .8 3 9 .3 9 7 .1 5

In  New Y ork  and B o s to n ,  b o th  h e a v i ly  f o r e ig n  c i t i e s ,  t h e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  f l o u r i s h e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  C lev e lan d -B ry an  

e r a ,  b u t  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  th e  Democrats w ere b u t  a  d e c l i n i n g  

m in o r i t y  p a r t y  a s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  summary i n d i c a t e s :  

(P e rc e n ta g e  o f  D em ocra tic  V ote  f o r  P r e s i d e n t )
2B oston  New York P h i l a d e l p h i a

1880  5 0 .4  5 0 .0  43
c

1892  5 0 .6  5 0 .8  42

1900  5 2 .7  5 2 .5  25

1908  4 5 .8  5 1 .8  25

p
^The v o t in g  p e rc e n ta g e s  f o r  B oston  and New Y ork a r e  

d e r iv e d  from e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  in  ¥ .  Dean Burnham, P r e s i d e n t i a l  
B a l l o t s , 1836-1892 and Edgar D. R obinson,. The P r e s i d e n t i a l  
V o te ,  1896-1932 . The v o t in g  p e r c e n ta g e s  f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e  
d e r iv e d  from  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  in  S m u l l 's  L e g i s l a t i v e  Handbook 
( l 88 l ,  l893> 1901, and 190 9 ) .  In  su b se q u e n t  t a b l e s  l i s t i n g  
t h e  D em ocra tic  v o te  p e r c e n ta g e  p e r  w ard , t h e  ran k  i s  d e r iv e d  
from t h e  above e d i t i o n s  o f  S m u l l 's  L e g i s l a t i v e  Handbook un­
l e s s  o th e r w is e  n o te d .
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C ity-W ide T ren d s  and S h i f t s : 1880-1910

Prom H ancock 's  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign o f  1880 t o  C le v e ­

l a n d ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  r e e l e c t i o n  in  1892  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  p e rfo rm ed  c o n s i s t e n t l y  above th e  f o r t y  p e r  

c e n t  l e v e l  in  v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  m a jo r  e l e c t i o n s .  An 

ex a m in a tio n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  v o te  f o r  t h e s e  two e l e c t i o n s  

(1880  and 1892 ) shows o n ly  s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n s  in  t h e  r o o ts  

o f  D em ocra tic  s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  c i t y .  Throughout t h i s  tw e lv e -  

y e a r  p e r io d  t h e  overwhelm ing s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Dem ocrats came 

from R a n d a l l ' s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .

The fo l lo w in g  t a b l e s  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1880 and 1892  

show t h e  ran k s  f o r  a l l  t h e  wards in  t h e  c i t y  f o r  b o th  

D em ocra tic  p e rfo rm an ce  and f o r e ig n  p o p u l a t i o n .  Prom t h i s  

in fo r m a t io n  i t  can be  co n c lu d ed  t h a t  t h e  Democrats pe rfo rm ed  

b e s t  in  t h e  wards w i th  t h e  h i g h e s t  number o f  f o r e ig n  i n ­

h a b i t a n t s  .
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Presidential Election of 1880

Ward Foreign Rank Democratic Rank
1 27 12
2 16 5
3 8 3
4 4 4
5 10 11
6 1 6
7 18 30
8 15 28
9 11 14

10 19 29
11 3 2
12 9 8
13 22 22
14 28 20
15 21 18
16 5 7
17 2 1
18 24 23
19 7 10
20 25 17
21 14 19
22 17 26
23 30 25
24 29 13

13 9
26 20 16
27 23 31
28 16 24
29 31 21
30 6 15
31 12 27
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Presidential Election of 1892

Ward Foreign Rank Democratic Rank
1 23 9
2 11 7
3 3 2
4 4 8
5 14 20
6 5 5
7 28 34
8 30 33
9 19 26

10 24 30
11 1 3
12 7 6
13 18 19
14 31 22
15 17 17
16 6 4
17 2 1
18 25 28
19 9 15
20 20 13
21 15 14
22 26 24
23 29 27
24 33 23
25 11
26 16 21
27 32 31
28 21 18
29 27 16
30 10 25
31 12 29
32 34 32
33 8 10
34 22 12

N.B. In  1892 t h e r e  w ere  a c t u a l l y  t h i r t y - f i v e  w ards i n  t h e  
c i t y .  In  o r d e r  t o  make an a c c u r a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  
t h e  f o r e ig n  ho rn  b ased  on t h e  1890  c e n s u s ,  t h e  t h i r t y -  
f i f t h  ward v o te  i s  added t o  t h e  t w e n t y - t h i r d  ward v o te  
b e c a u se  i n  t h e  ward changes  o f  1892  t h e  t h i r t y - f i f t h  
ward was c r e a t e d  from t h e  t w e n t y - t h i r d  w ard .
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When th e  sev en  s t r o n g e s t  and seven  w eakest D em ocratic  

wards a r e  l i s t e d  an even c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  concen­

t r a t i o n  o f  D em ocratic  s t r e n g t h  in  th e  h e a v i ly  p o p u la te d  

f o r e ig n  wards i s  s e e n .  C o n v e rse ly ,  in  th e  seven w eakest 

D em ocra tic  wards t h e  f o r e ig n  horn  p o p u la t io n  was s i g n i f i ­

c a n t l y  lo w er  th a n  th e  a v e rag e  f o r  th e  c i t y .

Seven S t r o n g e s t  D em ocratic  Wards: 1880 ( t o t a l  number o f
wards -  31 )

Ward

17
11

3
4 
2 
6

16

$  Pern. V ote

6 4 .0
6 3 .8
6 3 .6
6 1 .9
58.6
56 .5
5 5 .6

$ F o r . Born

3 3 .5 8
33 .55
2 9 .0 4
31 .33
24 .93
3 4 .4 9
3 0 .6 0

F o r . Rank

2
3 
8
4 

16
1
5

Seven W eakest D em ocratic  Wards: 1880

Ward

2322
31

8
10

7
27

$  Pern. Vote

3 7 .9
3 7 .6
37 .3
3 5 .0
3 4 .4
3 1 .9
3 1 .1

F o r . Born

1 8 .3 6
2 4 .00
2 7 .5 4
2 5 .4 2  
2 3 .70  
2 3 .87
2 1 .43

F o r . Rank

30
17 
12 
15 
19
18 
23

N o tes :  The s i x t h  ward had th e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f
f o r e ig n  born  (3 4 .4 9 $ ) .

The tw e n ty - n in th  ward had th e  lo w e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  
o f  f o r e ig n  born  ( 1 8 . 20$ ) .
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Seven Strongest Democratic Wards:

Ward $  Dem. V ote

1892  ( t o t a l  number o f  
wards -  34)

Combined ^  
F o r . Born 

and n a t i v e s  
w i th  f o r e ig n  

p a r e n t s

Seven W eakest D em ocratic  Wards: 1892

F o re ig n
Rank

17 6 5 .4 7 6 .1 2
3 6 0 .9 7 4 .1 3

11 6 0 .6 7 6 .4 1
16 5 8 .7 7 2 .3 6

6 5 7 .2 7 3 .4 5
12 5 6 .6 8 6 9 .6 7 7

2 5 5 .2 6 6 .0 11

Ward $  Dem. Vote

18  3 6 .7
31 3 4 .9
10 33 .0
27 32 .5
32 3 2 .3

8 - 3 1 .3
7 2 5 .3

1
F o r . Born 

and n a t i v e s  
w i th  f o r e ig n  

p a r e n t s

50.8
6 5 .1  
5 1 .0
4 4 .2  
3 5 .0
4 6 .0 2
4 7 .3

F o re ig n
Rank

25
12
24
32
3^
30
28

N o te s :  The s e v e n te e n th  ward had th e  h ig h e s t  f o r e ig n
p e r c e n ta g e  (6 5 . 4$ ) .

The s e v e n th  ward had t h e  lo w es t  f o r e ig n  
p e r c e n ta g e  ( 2 5 . 3$ ) .
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By 1900 t h e  Democrats l o s t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

wards e x c e p t  t h e  s i x t h .  A lthough  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  D em ocra tic  

wards in  t h e  c i t y  were s t i l l  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  d i s ­

t r i c t ,  i n  none o f  t h e s e  wards ( e x c e p t  t h e  s i x t h )  d id  t h e  

D em ocra tic  v o te  r e a c h  45$. At t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  n e v e r  r e c o v e re d  from th e  l o s s e s  o f  1894 when a l l  t h e  

normal D em ocra tic  wards swung o v e r  t o  t h e  GOP. The v o te  

o f  1900  i s  b u t  a n o th e r  example o f  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  

Democracy d u r in g  t h e  Bryan e r a .
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Presidential Election of 1900

Ward Foreign Rank Democratic Rank
1 15 6
2 2 14
3 1 4
4 3 3
5 5 13
6 8 1
7 37 40
8 33 41
9 26 36

10 28 34
11 4 16
12 9 5
13 22 32
14 32 20
15 19 12
16 6 7
17 7 2
18 25 21
19 12 22
20 21 23
21 17 27
22 27 35
23 23 37
24 36 18
25 11 15
26 24 9
27 38 39
28 35 31
29 41 25
30 16 17
31 14 30
32 39 38
33 10 19
34 30 11
35 4o 26
36 13 8
37 31 24
38 18 28
39 20 10
40 34 29
41 29 33
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Seven Strongest Democratic Wards: 1900  ( t o t a l  number o f  
w ards  -  4 l )

Combined 
F o r .  Born

22
9

23
32
27

7
8

1 8 .3 6
17 .78
1 7 .2 0
1 6 .7
1 6 .24
13 .25  
1 2 .6 2

4 8 .2 0
4 8 .3
5 1 .4
3 4 .4  
3 7 .9
3 8 .5  
4 2 .53

Ward Dem. V ote and N a t iv e s  
w i th  f o r e i g n  

p a r e n t s

Rank

6 5 8 .9 7 1 .9 8
17 4 4 .7 7 2 .2 7

4 4 0 .1 7 9 .8 3
3 3 5 .2 9 8 3 .O 1

12 3 4 .31 6 9 .4 5 9
1 3 4 .2 5 7 .2

16 3 4 .2 7 2 .8 6

Seven W eakest D em ocra tic W ards: 1900

Combined 
F o r .  Born F o re ig n

Ward $  Dem. V ote and N a t iv e s  
w i th  f o r e ig n  

p a r e n t s

Rank

27
26
23
39
38
37
33

N o te s : Tfie t h i r d  ward had t h e  h i g h e s t  f o r e ig n  p e r ­
c e n ta g e  (8 3 . 0$ ) .

The tw enty-n in£fa  ward had  t h e  lo w e s t  f o r e i g n  p e r ­
c e n ta g e  (3 3 . 5$ ) .

I
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Though t h e  n a t i o n a l  lo s s e s  o f  1894 were a  t u r n in g  

p o i n t  in  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Democracy* th e  e t h n o c u l t u r a l  

changes  r e v e a l  d e e p e r  re a so n s  f o r  t h i s  d e c l i n e .  M ajor popu­

l a t i o n  changes  o c c u r re d  i n  R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  d i s t r i c t  w hich 

McAleer r e p r e s e n t e d  d u r in g  most o f  th e  d ecad e .  Y e a r  by 

y e a r  th e  I t a l i a n  and R u ss ian  p o p u la t io n s  in c r e a s e d  w h i le  t h e  

I r i s h  and German p o p u la t io n s  d e c l in e d .

In  •LgshO/.fEiS cen su s  r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  enum erated  

t h e  f o r e ig n  bo rn  f o r  each  ward in  t h e  c i t y .  Hence, i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  number o f  f o r e i g n e r s  

and th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  

p a r t y  t o  t h e s e  im m igrant w ard s .  The census  r e p o r t s  and 

e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  p ro v e  c o n c lu s iv e ly  t h a t  th e  D em ocratic  

p a r t y  had l i t t l e  o r  no a p p e a l  t o  t h e  R u ss ian s  and I t a l i a n s .  

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  p a r t y  had d e c l in e d  g r e a t l y  among th e  Germans 

and even l o s t  a  good d e a l  o f  i t s  I r i s h  s u p p o r t .  In  t h e  

fo l lo w in g  t a b l e s  t h e  seven  s t r o n g e s t  and seven w eakes t 

D em ocra tic  wards f o r  1908 a r e  l i s t e d  w i th  t h e  I r i s h ,  German, 

I t a l i a n  and R u ss ian  p e rc e n ta g e s  as  based  on th e  1910 census  

f i g u r e s .  T h is  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  by 1908  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  th e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c i t y  was co m p le te .
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Seven Most Irish Wards: 1908

Ward $ I r i s h $  Dem. Rank

36 2 7 .8 0 34 .70 7
15 2 3 .50 33 .53 8

8 21.42 1 2 .8 1 45
10 21.05 14 .83 43
30 2 0 .6 8 2 5 .8 0 34

9 2 0 .0 0 18 .25 39
44 17 .94 39 .80 2

Seven L e a s t  I r i s h  Wards: 1908

Ward $  I r i s h $  Dem. Rank

16 6 .2 5 2 9 .8 8 23
1 6 .2 5 2 9 .6 0 24
5 5 .8 8 12.92 44

13 5 .0 0 22.07 37
4 4 .3 4 11 .17 46
3 3 .8 4 15 .37 42
2 2 .43 15 .52 41
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Seven Most German Wards: 1908

Ward German % Dem.

17 2 3 .5 3 3 9 .30
45 2 3 .0 8 2 7 .0 0
19 2 1 .1 5 3 0 .27
43 2 0 .9 3 3 0 .8 0
12 2 0 .0 0 2 9 .8 9
16 1 8 .7 5 2 9 .8 8
37 1 7 .3 9 3 0 .50

Seven L e a s t German W ards: 1908

Ward t German % Dem.

30 3 .4 4 2 5 .8 0
29 2 .6 6 31 .30

2 2 .4 3 1 5 .52
28 1 .4 2 34 .80

7 U 10.97
8 u 1 2 .8 1
9 u 18 .25

N.B. "U" =■ u n d e r one p e r c e n t

Rank

3
29
18
14
22
23
16

Rank

34
11
41

6
47
45
39
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Seven Most Italian Wards: 1908

Ward <#) I t a l i a n $  Dem. Rank

2 4 8 .7 15 .52 41
3 34 .61 15 .37 42
4 2 7 .2 7 11.17 46

26 2 1 .8 3 0 .2 19
1 8 .3 3 2 9 .6 24

38 6 .1 2 3 0 .0 21
34 4 .0 0 3 1 .2 12

Seven Most R u ss ian  W ards: 1908

Ward $ R u ss ian % Dem. Rank

1 5 0 .0 2 9 .6 24
5 47 .06 12.92 44
2 3 6 .5 15 .52 41
4 3 6 .36 11 .17 46
6 33 .33 7 3 .8 2 1

11 33 .33 26 .44 31
12 33 .33 2 9 .89 22

■ N .B .:  S in c e  t h e  I t a l i a n  and R u ss ian s  were c o n c e n t r a t e d
i n  o n ly  a  few wards in  t h e  c i t y ,  o n ly  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
I t a l i a n  and R u ss ia n  wards a r e  l i s t e d  f o r  a n a l y s i s .

'<S
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When t h e  economic s t a t u s  o f  t h e  wards in  t h e  c i t y  a r e  

c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  t h e  v o t in g  r e c o rd s  i t  would a p p e a r ,  a t  f i r s t  

g l a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  Democrats a p p e a le d  more t o  th e  "have  n o ts "  

in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The two t a b l e s  which 

f o l lo w  l i s t  a l l  t h e  wards f o r  1880 and 1897  w i th  t h e  economic 

r a n k  f o r  each  one b a se d  on th e  r e a l  e s t a t e  v a l u a t i o n  o f  

t a x a b l e  p r o p e r t y  in  t h e  w ard . In  a d d i t i o n  t h e  D em ocratic  

ra n k s  and t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  D em ocratic  v o te s  f o r  t h e  1880 

and 1896  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  i n c lu d e d .
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1880

R eal E s t a t e
Rank V alue in  

M i l l io n s
Ward Dem. Rank Dem. $

1 3 8 .6 8 28 3 5 .0
2 3 5 .6 6 6 5 6 .5
3 3 0 .6 15 18 4 0 .8
4 3 0 .2 9 14 4 2 .7
5 2 6 .6 24 13 4 3 .7
6 2 5 .3 29 21 3 9 .8
7 2 5 .1 20 17 4 1 .4
8 2 3 .0 5 11 4 5 .8
9 2 2 .9 22 26 3 7 .6

10 2 2 .1 28 24 3 9 .2
11 2 0 .5 10 29 3 4 .4
12 1 9 .4 7 30 3 1 .9
13 1 9 .1 27 31 3 1 .1
14 1 7 .0 19 10 4 6 .6

1 5 .2 1 12 4 5 .4
16 1 5 .0 25 9 5 1 .5
17 1 4 .5 26 16 4 1 .4
18 1 3 .5 14 20 4 0 .1
19 1 2 .8 13 22 3 9 .7
20 1 2 .7 23 25 3 7 .9
21 1 1 .3 30 15 4 1 .6
22 1 0 .9 2 5 5 8 .6
23 1 0 .2 18 23 3 9 .7
24 1 0 .1 31 27 3 7 .3
25 8 .8 11 2 6 3 .8
26 8 .3 12 8 5 2 .1
27 7 .5 4 4 6 1 .9
28 7 .5 21 19 4 0 .4
29 7 .3 16 7 5 5 .6
30 6 .8 17 1 6 4 .0
31 6 .6 3 3 6 3 .6

At f i r s t g la n c e  i t  1ap p ea rs  t h a t  t h e  Democrats a t t r a c t *
w e a l th y i n h a b i t a n t s in  t h e  s i x t h w ard . However t h e
s o u r c e  o f  w e a l th  in t h i s  ward was n o t  from d w e l l in g s
b u t  from com m ercial b u i l d i n g s  and m a n u fa c tu r in g  p l a n t s .  
S ee  jpp .2 8 2 .
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1897

R e a l  E s t a t e
Rank Z&iu?. In . Ward Dem. :

M i l l i o n s

1 6 4 .7 8 37
2 6 1 .5 9 29
3 4 6 .6 22 34
4 4 5 .7 28 25
5 3 8 .9 6 1
6 3 8 .8 29 24
7 3 7 .2 15 19
8 3 4 .1 27 33
9 3 3 .6 24 21

10 2 9 .1 20 28
11 2 8 .1 32 35
12 2 7 .6 1 9
13 2 6 .8 5 16
14 2 6 .1 19 23

2 5 .7 33 14
16 2 4 .5 10 22
17 2 2 .7 7 36
18 1 9 .2 25 10
19 1 7 .5 26 13
20 1 6 .4 34 12
21 1 6 .2 36 11
22 1 4 .7 14 17
23 1 3 .1 30 15
24 1 2 .7 31 27
25 1 2 .5 13 30
26 1 2 .5 37 20
27 1 2 .1 18 18
28 1 1 .5 2 6
29 1 1 .4 21 26
30 1 0 .2 23 32
31 9 .8 35 31
32 8 .8 11 5
33 8 .1 8 16 8
34 8 .1 6 4 2
35 7 .9 12 7
36 7 .5 17 3
37 6 .9 3 4

Rank Dem. %

1 0 .7  
21.6
1 7 .4
2 2 .5
5 8 .3
2 2 .7  
2 6 .2  
1 8 .0  
2 5 .2
2 1 .9
1 4 .9
3 4 .5
2 7 .4
2 3 .5
28.6
2 4 .5
1 4 .9  
32.1
3 0 .2
3 0 .7
3 1 .8
2 7 .4
2 8 .2
2 1 .9  
21.2
2 5 .6  
27 .0
3 8 .9
2 2 .5  
18.1 
21.1
3 9 .7
3 5 .4
4 9 .8  
3 5 .7  
4 6 .2
4 5 .9

N.B. In  1897 t h e r e  w ere t h i r t y - e i g h t  wards in  t h e  c i t y .  For 
p u rp o se s  o f  com parison  th e  tw e n ty - e ig h th  and t h i r t y -  
e i g h t h  wards a r e  combined, s i n c e  th e  t h i r t y - e i g h t h  was 
c r e a t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  tw e n ty - e ig h th  w ard .
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The 1880 f i g u r e s ,  a s  enum era ted  ab ove , i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

th e  D em o cra tic  p a r t y ' s  g r e a t e s t  a p p e a l  was t o  w orkers  on t h e  

lo w es t  rung o f  t h e  economic l a d d e r  b e c a u se  t h e  s t r o n g  Demo­

c r a t i c  w ards were th o s  in  w hich  th e  p o p u la t i o n  com prised  an 

overw helm ing m a j o r i t y  o f  w o r k e r s . However, when th e  1897  

f i g u r e s  a r e  a n a ly z e d  some m i t i g a t i n g  f a c t o r s  c a n c e l  t h e  

a s su m p tio n  t h a t  economic s t a t u s  d e te rm in ed :,  v o t in g  b e h a v io r .  

In  1880 t h e  s t r o n g e s t  D em ocra tic  wards were lo w e s t  on t h e  

economic s c a l e .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  in  t h e s e  

w ards t h e  Democrats h e ld  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e r s .  But t h e  

same s i t u a t i o n  d id  n o t e x i s t  in  t h e  1896  e l e c t i o n .  Even 

th o u g h  t h e  Democrats p e rfo rm ed  b e s t  i n  t h e  e c o n o m ic a l ly  p o o r  

w ards , th e y  had l o s t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e s e  w ards by 1894. F o r  

exam ple , in  1896  t h e  Dem ocrats p o l l e d  4 5 .9 $  o f  t h e  v o te  in  

t h e  t h i r d  w ard , th e  p o o r e s t  ward in  t h e  c i t y .  Hence, t h e  

p o o r e s t  ward in  th e  c i t y  had become by 1896  a  R e p u b lican  

w ard . In  s h o r t ,  t h e  economic s t a t u s  o f  t h e  ward rem ained  

unchanged from 1880  t o  1897  w h i le  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  ward 

had  ch an g ed .  The o n ly  o t h e r  m a jo r  change i n  t h i s  ward was 

i t s  e t h n i c  c o m p o s i t io n .  P oor w orkers  s t i l l  l i v e d  in  t h e  

t h i r d  ward b u t  th e y  w ere now I t a l i a n s  and R u ss ia n s  and n o t  

I r i s h .  The key  t o  t h e  s h i f t  o f  t h e  9 0 ' s  in  p o l i t i c a l  

a l l e g i a n c e  was n o t  t h e  economic s t a t u s  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  e th n i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  w ork ing  c l a s s  in  many o f  t h e s e  fo rm er  

D em ocra tic  s t r o n g h o l d s .
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D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  T h i rd  C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t :

1880  -  1890

R a n d a l l ' s  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t  com prised  seven  wards in  

t h e  o ld  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  c i t y  c l u s t e r e d  n e a r  th e  D elaw are 

R iv e r .a n d  rem ained  i n t a c t  d u r in g  t h e  decade  188O -I890  w i th  

o n ly  one ch a n g e .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r e a p p o r t io n m e n t  a c t  o f  

1 8 8 7 , t h e  s e v e n te e n th ,  a  n o rm a lly  D em ocra tic  w ard , was 

added t o  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .

T hroughou t t h e  decade  o f  t h e  8 0 's  t h e  d i s t r i c t  d id  n o t  

s u f f e r  a  d e c l i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n , ^ a s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  f i g u r e s  show:

1880 Census 1890 Census

Ward 3 18 ,174 19,925
4 18 ,854 20 ,384
5 16 ,372 16,987
6 10 ,004 8 ,712

11 12 ,929 12,953
12 14 ,690 14,110
16 1 7 ,8 0 2 1 7 ,0 8 7

1 0 8 ,8 8 5 1 1 0 ,2 1 8  
Add 17 t h  19 ,546

129 ,764

However, th o u g h  t h e  c i t y - w id e  p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s e d  by 2 5 . 7$ ,  

i . e .  from 847*170 in  1880  t o  1 ,0 4 6 ,9 6 4  in  189 0 , t h e  o ld  r i v e r  

f r o n t  w ards rem ained  c o n s t a n t .  The re a so n  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  

p r o p o r t i o n a t e  i n c r e a s e  was t h a t  t h e  o v e r  p o p u la t io n  r e s t r i c t e d  

sp a c e  f o r  e x p a n s io n . in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  In  1890 th e

^ P r o f e s s o r  IS m e ra n tz ,  in  h i s  s tu d y  "Samuel Jackson  
R a n d a l l :  P r o t e c t i o n i s t  Democrat" o b s e rv e s :  "As th e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  c i t y ’s m erch an ts  in c r e a s e d  i n  num­
b e r s ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  p o p u la t io n  d e c r e a s e d  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y . "  
P . 245. T h is  s ta te m e n t  i s  i n a c c u r a t e  i f  a p p l i e d  t o  R a n d a l l ' s  
l a s t  f i v e  te rm s  i n  Congress  (1 8 8 0 -1 8 9 0 ) .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



- 280 -

M O N T G O M E R Y

MARKET

POPLAR

%

XFORD

BRIDGE

8

WHARTON

VINE

ARCH

C H ES TN U T

SPRUCE

SOUTH

v . r  3 0
P WASHINGTON

ST. 7 
^ itzwEt

AVE.
CHRIS T/4/^

ELLSWORTH
ST.

Map Showing S a m  R a n d a l l ' s  River Ward Distr ict  
(Shaded  Wards)

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



281

p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t y  f o r  t h e  whole c i t y  ( e x c lu d in g  p a rk s  and

c e m e te r ie s )  was 13 .32  p e rso n s  p e r  a c r e .  The number o f

d w e l l in g s  in  th e  c i t y  amounted t o  1 8 7 ,0 5 2  w i th  an a v e ra g e

o f  5 .6 0  p e r so n s  l i v i n g  in  each  d w e l l in g .  The fo l lo w in g

t a b l e  shows t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  f o r  t h e  wards in

R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t  f o r  1 8 9 0 . Complete f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t a v a i l -
4

a b le  f o r  1880 , b u t  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  in fo rm a t io n  i s  in c lu d e d .

18§0  1880  

P erso n s  P e rso n s  P e rso n s
Ward D w ellings p e r £ e r £ e r

D w elling Acre Acre

3 3 ,2 2 1 6 .1 9 164.67 143
4 3 ,1 2 0 6 .5 3 141.56 153
5 2 ,271 7 .4 8 8 8 .94 N.A.
6 1 ,2 8 0 6 .5 6 4 4 .6 8 N.A.

11 1,931 6 .7 1 95 .95 I l l
12 2 ,332 6 .0 8 114.27 128
16 3 ,052 5 .6 0 94 .93 123
17 3 ,360 5 .8 2 122.93 135

C i ty
T o t a l s 1 8 7 ,0 5 2 5 .6 0 13.32 N.A.

N.A. = Not A v a i la b le

W hile t h e  low er wards s u f f e r e d  more c o n g e s t io n  in  1890  th an  

in  1880  and th e  up p er  wards e x p e r ie n c e d  s l i g h t  r e l i e f  from 

overcrow ding  d u r in g  t h e  decade o f  t h e  8 0 ' s ,  t h e  s a l i e n t  f a c t  

i £  t h a t  t h i s  e n t i r e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t  had an e x tre m e ly  

den se  p o p u la t io n .

ee V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  B oston  and P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
p p .  8 9 -1 0 1  f o r  t h e  1890 f i g u r e s ”  See S o c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  
t h e  C i t i e s  1 0 th  Census o f  t h e  U .S . ,  V o l.  X V III ,  P a r t  I ,  
p .  828  f o r  t h e  1880  f i g u r e s .
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The d i s t r i c t  abounded in  w e a l th  i f  m easured  by th e  

number o f  b u s i n e s s e s , m a n u fa c tu r in g  p l a n t s  and banks 

l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  i t s  p r e c i n c t s .  The t a x a b l e  r e a l  e s t a t e  in  

c i t y  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  amounted t o  $529 m i l l i o n  in  1880 w here­

as  t h e  t a x a b l e  r e a l  e s t a t e  f o r  t h e  wards in  t h e  T h i rd  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  amounted t o  $ 9 7 .1  m i l l i o n . '*  But most 

d w e l l in g s  in  th e  d i s t r i c t  were o c c u p ie d  by p o o r  w o rk e rs .  The 

ward w i th  t h e  s m a l l e s t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  s i x t h ,  had t a x a b le  

r e a l  e s t a t e  v a lu e d  a t  $ 35 .6  m i l l i o n .  In  1886 one o f  R a n d a l l ' s  

f r i e n d s  s e n t  him an economic s u rv e y  o f  t h e  T h ird  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

d i s t r i c t  and r e p o r te d  t h a t  tw e n t y - f i v e  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  

t h i r t y - n i n e  n a t i o n a l  banks were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

w hich a c c o u n te d  f o r  7 9 *551$  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s te d  in  t h e  

c i t y

W ith in  t h e  shadow o f  t h e s e  m a g n i f i c e n t  G rec ian  te m p le ­

l i k e  b a n k s ,  m a n u fa c tu r in g  ho u ses  and busy  wharves l i v e d  th e  

g r e a t e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  low er Income working 

c l a s s .  Some o f  t h e s e  w orkers  w ere f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  l i v e  

in  a  tw o - a n d - a - h a l f  s t o r y  b r i c k  row h o u se ;  o t h e r s  l i v e d  in  

s i d e  a l l e y  th re e - ro o m , t h r e e - s t o r y  h o u s e s ,  p o p u la r ly  known 

as  F a t h e r ,  Son and Holy Ghost h o u s e s ;  s t i l l  o th e r s  l i v e d  in  

d i l a p i d a t e d  frame s h a c k s .  In  1890  t h e s e  hou ses  were d e s c r ib e d

^Manual o f  C o u n c i l s , 1880, p .  1 0 7 .

^ W ill iam  B. W ilson t o  Samuel J .  R a n d a l l ,  6 O c tober  
1 8 8 6 . R a n d a l l  P a p e r s .
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7a s  f o l lo w s :

Ward 3 -  Most d w e l l in g s  were o f  medium c h a r a c t e r ;
some o ld  fram e houses  rem ained  a s  d id  
some o ld  a l l e y s  and c o u r t s .

Ward 4 -  "No f i n e  r e s id e n c e s  were found in  t h i s  
w ard; o ld  s t y l e  2 and 3 s t o r y  b r i c k  
h o u ses  p red o m in a te d  w i th  numerous 
d i l a p i d a t e d  fram e h o u s e s . "  S m a ll  s t r e e t s ,  
a l l e y s  and c o u r t s  w ere a l s o  common in  
t h i s  w ard .

Ward 5 -  The slum s o f  th e  f o u r t h  ward e x te n d e d
i n t o  t h i s  w ard , which c o n ta in e d  " m a g n i f i ­
c e n t  b u s in e s s  s t r u c t u r e s "  a lo n g  w i th  t h e  
famous h i s t o r i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  I n d e ­
p endence  H a l l ,  C a r p e n t e r 's  H a l l ,  e t c .
N.B. T h e re  I s  no r e f e r e n c e  t o  any o f  t h e  
w e a l th y  l i v i n g  in  t h i s  o ld  S o c i e t y  H i l l  
w ard .

Ward 6 -  The h o u ses  in  t h i s  ward were "co m p ac tly "  
b u i l t .  Most houses  were jammed a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  many b u s in e s s  and m a n u fa c tu r in g  
h o u ses  l o c a t e d  in  t h i s  w ard .

Ward 11 -  Most o f  t h e  houses  w ere o f  t h e  sm a l l  
b r i c k  ty p e  and l o c a t e d  in  many s m a l l  
s t r e e t s ,  a l l e y s  and c o u r t s .

Ward 12 -  Houses were v e ry  o ld  and s i m i l a r  t o  
t h o s e  i n  Ward 11. T h is  i s  t h e  o ld  
N o r th e rn  L i b e r t i e s  s e c t i o n .

Ward 16 -  An o ld  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  w i th  o n ly  
a  few modern d w e l l i n g s .

Ward 17 -  Houses were o ld ,  m o s t ly  b r i c k  w i th  many 
s i t u a t e d  in  a l l e y s ,  c o u r t s  and s m a l l  
s t r e e t s .

T hus ,  R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t  had an overw helm ing co n cen ­

t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w orking  c l a s s  and lo w e r  m id d le  c l a s s  f o r  

t h e  r i v e r  wards (w i th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  f i f t h )  

d id  n o t have  a n o ta b l e  s i l k - s t o c k i n g  s e c t i o n  o r  a  g e n t e e l

T V i ta l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  B oston  and P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p p .  89- 
1 0 1 . ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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u p p e r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  s e c t i o n .  W hile R a n d a l l  commanded th e  

r e s p e c t  and a d m ira t io n  o f  such  i n f l u e n t i a l  R ep u b lican  

c a p i t a l i s t s  a s  Wanamaker, B e l l ,  D rex e l  and C h i ld s ,  t h e s e  men 

w ere n o t  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s .

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  e th n ic  g roups  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  p o se s  s e v e r a l  p ro b le m s .

The c e n su s  r e p o r t s  d id  n o t  l i s t  t h e  f o r e i g n  bo rn  p e r  c o u n try  

o f  b i r t h  f o r  each  ward u n t i l  1910. The p r e v io u s  census  

r e p o r t s  l i s t  o n ly  th e  t o t a l  number o f  f o r e i g n  bo rn  w i th o u t  

i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  c o u n t ry  o f  b i r t h  f o r  each  w a rd . I t  i s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  im p o s s ib le  t o  p in p o in t  e x a c t l y  t h e  number o f  Jews, 

I r i s h ,  I t a l i a n s ,  Germans, e t c .  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  su b ­

d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y  b e f o r e  1910. The o n ly  m in o r i ty  group 

f o r  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  co m p le te  in fo r m a t io n  f o r  t h i s  e n t i r e  

p e r io d  a r e  t h e  N egroes .

Compared t o  c i t y  w ide f i g u r e s  t h e  T h i r d  c o n g r e s s io n a l
Q

d i s t r i c t  had more th a n  an a v e ra g e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  N egroes; 

( F ig u r e s  in  n e a r e s t  h u n d re d ) ;

Ward 1880 1890

3 6 9
4 26 26
5 27 24
6 2 1

11 U (u n d e r  100) U
12 5 • 3
16 1 1
17 X 1

67  o r  6 . 2$  o f  p o p u la t io n  65  o r  5$  o f  p o p u la t io n
T o t a l  number o f  N egroes in  t h e  c i t y :

3 1 ,6 9 9  o r  3 . 8$ o f  p o p u la t io n  3 9 ,3 7 1  o r  3 . 7$

% a r d  t o t a l s  f o r  t h e  Negro p o p u la t io n  f o r  1880  a r e  found 
i n  S m u l l ' s  L e g i s l a t i v e  Handbook, 18 8 3 , p p .  296 - 2 9 7 . F o r  1890  
t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  found in  t h e  1 1 th  Census o f  t h e  U .S . ,
V o l .  IV , P a r t  I ,  p .  551 .----------------- ---------------------------------------
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I n  o n ly  two w a rd s ,  t h e  f o u r t h  and f i f t h ,  was t h e  Negro 

p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  10$  o f  t h e  ward p o p u l a t i o n . 9 

F o r e ig n  Born

The tofeal f o r e i g n  b o rn  p o p u la t io n  in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  was 

h i g h e r  th a n  t h e  c i t y  a v e ra g e  f o r  b o th  1880  and 1890  a s  t h e  

f o l lo w in g  i n d i c a t e s : 10  (F ig u r e s  in  n e a r e s t  th o u s a n d . )

1880
T o t a l  

Ward P o p u la ,

3
4
5
6 

11 
12 
16

18
19
12

7
9

10
13

“F o r e ig n
Born

5
6 
5
3
4
4
5

T o ta l"  
P o p u la .

20
20
17

9
13
14 
17

1890
F o re ig n

Born

8
9
6
3
5
5
6

108 32 o r

Ward 17

C i ty
T o t a l s 643 204 o r  23$

110

200

130
777

42 o r  38$ 

7

49 o r  37$  
269  o r  27$

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  above g e n e r a l  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  t h e  

f o r e i g n  b o rn ,  o t h e r  s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l s  g iv e  some i n d i c a t i o n ,  

th o u g h ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o t  p r e c i s e ,  o f  t h e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  

t h e  w ards  r e g a rd in g  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n .  F o r  exam ple, in  t h e  

s p e c i a l  cen su s  r e p o r t  on B o s to n  and P h i l a d e l p h i a  f o r  1890  th e

9 in  1880 t h e  Negro p o p u la t io n  was 14$ in  t h e  f o u r t  ward 
and 17$ in  t h e  f i f t h  w ard . I n  1890 th e  p e r c e n ta g e s  d e c l in e d  
t o  13$  in  t h e  f o u r t h  ward and 14$ in  t h e  f i f t h  w ard .

l^ F o r  t h e  1880 f i g u r e s  s e e  S m u l l1s L e g i s l a t i v e  Handbook, 
1 8 8 3 , p p .  296-297; f o r  1890  s e e  1 1 th  Census o f  t h e  U .S . ,
V o l .  I V . ,  P a r t  I ,  p p .  551 -552 .
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fo l lo w in g  o b s e rv a t io n s  p ro v id e  some c lu e s

Ward 3 -  P o p u la t io n  m ixed, b u t  R u ss ian  and
P o l i s h  Jews and I t a l i a n s  p re d o m in a te d .

Ward 4 -- R u ss ian  and P o l i s h  Jews and I t a l i a n s  
p red o m in a te d .

Ward 5 -  "B lacks  and w h i te s "  o f  t h e  lo w e s t  s t r a t a
w ere p r e v a l e n t .

Ward 6 -  P o p u la t io n  mixed; m o s t ly  o ld  r e s i d e n t s .

Ward 11 -  Germans p red o m in a te d .

Ward 12 -  Germans p red o m in a te d ;  many im p o r ta n t
b re w e r ie s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  w ard .

Ward 16 -  Most i n h a b i t a n t s  were o f  German d e s c e n t .

Ward 17 - M ostly  I r i s h  and German.

The most c u r io u s  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  i s  t h e

e x c lu s io n  o f  t h e  I r i s h ,  ex cep t  f o r  one r e f e r e n c e  c o n c e rn in g

t h e  s e v e n te e n th  w ard . Y e t ,  t h e r e  a r e  many f a c t o r s  which

d e m o n s tra te  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  s t r o n g  I r i s h  p o p u la t io n  in

R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t .  In  th e  1880 e l e c t i o n  a  pam phlet

e n t i t l e d ;  " I r i s h  V o te r s ,  A t t e n t i o n l "  c i r c u l a t e d  th ro u g h o u t
• 12t h e  d i s t r i c t  in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  R a n d a l l .  T h a t  c i r c u l a r  had 

l i t t l e  im pact on t h e  I r i s h  v o t e r s ,  who knew t h a t  in  R a n d a ll  

th e y  had a  f r i e n d  and a d v o c a te .  When t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  I r i s h  

f i d e l i t y  tow ard  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  came up in  1882, R a n d a ll  

d e c la r e d  a t  a  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  in  t h e  f o u r t h  w ard: "They

/ i . e . ,  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s /  say  t h a t  th e y  a r e  g o in g  t o  buy th e

H v i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  B oston  and P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p p .  89-
101 .

12See C h a p te r  I ,  p .  24, f o o tn o te  40.
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I r i s h .  I  know som eth ing  ab o u t t h e  I r i s h .  They have  been 

t r y i n g  t o  buy them f o r  t h e  l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s  and have n o t  

been a b l e  t o  g e t  any  o f  them y e t . I  know t h a t  t h e  I r i s h
I'D

D em ocra tic  v o te  i s  t h e  l a s t  v o te  t h a t  can be b o u g h t ."

The d i s t r i c t  a l s o  had a  q u a n t i t y  o f  I r i s h  p o l i t i c i a n s  

l i v i n g  w i th in  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s .  Both  S q u i r e  M cMullen,and 

W il l ia m  McAleer w ere I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s .  An i n s p e c t i o n  o f  th e  

names o f  th e  S e l e c t  and Common Councilmen f o r  t h e  wards in  

t h i s  d i s t r i c t  d u r in g  t h e  8 0 's  r e v e a l s  names l i k e  McMullen, 

Ryan, Monroe, C a r l i n  and M cD evitt.

S in c e  t h e  A rc h d io c e se  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  has  no r e c o rd s  

t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  I r i s h  C a th o l i c s  in  t h e  c i t y  

f o r  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  d e te rm in e  t h e  a c t u a l  

number o f  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s  in  t h e  r i v e r  w a rd s .  However, 

t h e  ch u rch  s t r e n g t h  can be app rox im ated  by t h e  number o f  

p a r i s h e s  w i th in  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  " o ld  c i t y "  w hich  com­

p r i s e d  R a n d a l l ’s d i s t r i c t .  Two p a r i s h e s ,  Holy T r i n i t y  in  

t h e  f i f t h  ward and S .  P e t e r ' s  in  t h e  s e v e n te e n th ,  were 

o f f i c i a l  German n a t i o n a l  p a r i s h e s .  In  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

eifeht p a r i s h e s  t h e  I r i s h  p red o m in a te d :  S .  P a u l ' s ,  S . P h i l i p

de N e r i  and S . T e r e s a ' s  in  t h e  t h i r d  w ard; S .  J o s e p h 's  and 

S .  M ary 's  in  t h e  f i f t h ;  S .  A u g u s t in e 's  i n  t h e  s i x t h ;  

Im m acula te  C o n ce p tio n  in  t h e  s i x t e e n t h ,  and S .  M ic h a e l 's  in  

t h e  s e v e n te e n th .  W hile  t h e  I t a l i a n  p o p u la t i o n  began t o

^^The T im es, 17 O c to b er  1882.
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i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  s o u th e rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t  

d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s ,  t h e  l a r g e  i n f l u x  came in  th e  9 0 ' s .  The 

I t a l i a n  newcomers caused  a  m a jo r  change in  t h e  com plexion 

o f  S .  P a u l ' s  a t  8t h  and C h r i s t i a n .  Jo sep h  L. J .  K t r l i n ,  i n  

w r i t i n g  a b o u t  F a th e r  D onovan 's  p a s t o r a t e  a t  S . P a u l ' s ,  

w hich commenced in  1893 s t a t e s :  "D uring  F a th e r  D onovan 's

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  whole s t r e e t s  fo rm e r ly  o c c u p ie d  by I r i s h -  

American f a m i l i e s ,  have  become p o p u la te d  by I t a l i a n s .

A n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  to  show t h a t  t h e  I r i s h  p red o m in a te d  in  

t h e  lo w e r  w ards comes by way o f  a r e p o r t  by a  l e a d in g  Metho­

d i s t  p r e a c h e r .  In  l 88 l  t h e  P r e s id in g  E ld e r  o f  t h e  S ou th  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  M e th o d is t  C o nference  w ro te  h i s  gloomy a n n u a l  

r e p o r t  and lam en ted  t h e  changes  in  " .  . . t h e  e a s t e r n  

p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  'o l d  c i t y  p r o p e r '  . . . where fo rm e r ly  t h e  

c o m fo r ta b le  homes o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  p e o p le ,  many o f  

them members o f  o u r  c h u rc h ,  a r e  now m a n u f a c to r ie s  and 

b u s in e s s  b lo c k s ,  w h i le  t h e  rem a in in g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  crowded 

i n t o  o b s c u re  s t r e e t s  and tenem ent h o u s e s ,  i s  l a r g e l y  com­

posed  o f  P a p i s t s ,  Jews and s e m i - i n f i d e l s ,  who n e v e r  a t t e n d  

o u r  c h u rc h e s  and a r e  r a r e l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  o u r  m is s io n a ry  

e f f o r t s  The P a p i s t s ,  Paxson r e f e r r e d  t o  had to  be  I r i s h

b e c a u se  t h e  I t a l i a n s  numbered o n ly  6 ,8 0 0  in  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  

in  1890. I t a l i a n s  were so  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  in  t h e  p o p u la t io n  in

■ ^J. L. J .  K i r l i n ,  C a t h o l i c i t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a , p .  449.

•’■^Report o f  W il l iam  J .  P axson , M inu tes  o f  t h e  9 4 th  
Annual P h i l a d e l p h i a  M e th o d is t  C o n fe re n c e ,  1881, p p .3 7 -4 0 .
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1880  t h a t  th e y  were n o t  even l i s t e d  in  th e  cen su s  f o r  t h a t  

d e c a d e .

V o t in g  S t r e n g t h  in  t h e  T h i rd  D i s t r i c t : 188O - I 89O

The v o t in g  r e c o rd s  f o r  R a n d a l l ' s  c o n g r e s s io n a l  cam­

p a ig n s  in  t h e  l 8 8 0 ' s  u n d e r s c o re  and c o n f irm  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  

h i s  s t r e n g t h  among I r i s h  and German w orkers  in  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

At no t im e  d id  he f e a r  d e f e a t  in  t h e  8 0 ' s .  He p o l l e d  58$ 

o f  t h e  v o te  in  1880  and 1884; in  1882  h i s  p e r c e n t a g e  c lim bed  

t o  61$ ;  in  h i s  l a s t  two campaigns (1886  and 1 8 8 8 ) ,  owing to  

th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b lic a n s  d id  n o t  even e n t e r  a c a n d i ­

d a t e  t o  oppose  him , R a n d a ll  p o l l e d  98$ and 99$ o f  t h e  v o te  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Only t h e  - f i f t h  ward co u ld  be  c o n s id e re d  

R e p u b lic a n  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  s i n c e  R a n d a ll  c a r r i e d  i t  

o n ly  in  1882, t h e  y e a r  a  s p l i t  o c c u r re d  in  t h e  R e p u b lican  

p a r t y  o v e r  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nom inee. Of a l l  t h e  w ards in  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  o n ly  t h e  f i f t h  ( S o c ie ty  H i l l )  had been o f  t h e  

u p p e r  and u p p e r -m id d le  c l a s s e s .  In  sh a rp  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  

f i f t h  had  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  Negro r e s i d e n t s  o f  any 

ward i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  (17$ in  188O; 14$ in  18 9 0 ) .  The 

v e s t i g i a l  rem ains  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s  p lu s  t h e  N eg ro es ,  

p r o b a b ly  c o n t r i b u t e d  to .  t h e  R e p u b lican  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s
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l 6w ard . The f o l lo w in g  t a b l e s  show R a n d a l l ' s  v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  

as  c o n t r a s t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  and g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nominees 

f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .

^ D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  B oston  
and P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a s  c i t e d  b e f o r e ,  does n o t  m en tion  th e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  an u p p e r  o r  u p p e r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  in  t h e  f i f t h  
w ard , t h e r e  i s  rea so n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  in  f a c t ,  t h i s  
o ld  S o c i e t y  H i l l  d i s t r i c t  had  a  s m a l l  u p p e r  and u p p e r  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n .  Two f a s h i o n a b l e  A n g lican  c h u rc h e s ,  
S . P e t e r ' s  and S . P a u l ' s ,  b o th  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  f i f t h  w ard, 
had f l o u r i s h i n g  c o n g re g a t io n s  d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s .  Many o f  t h e i r  
communicants had moved w est t o  t h e  R i t t e n h o u s e  S q u are  a r e a  
( e . g .  John C adw alader,  J r . ) ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  some 
o f  t h e  rem nan ts  o f  t h e  o ld  f a m i l i e s  s t i l l  l i v e d  in  S o c ie ty  
H i l l .  A lso ,  men l i k e  John F o rney  and Lewis C a ss id y  l i v e d  
on 6 t h  S t r e e t  in  commodious r e s i d e n c e s .  W hile n e i t h e r  was 
an a r i s t o c r a t ,  th e  fo rm e r  was i n  t h e  u p p e r  m i d d l e - c l a s s  and 
t h e  l a t t e r  worked h i s  way o u t  o f  th e  to u g h  f o u r t h  ward t o  
e a rn  a  p l a c e  in  th e  u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  
t o  d e te rm in e  j u s t  how many p e o p le  o f  t h e s e  two c l a s s e s  l i v e d  
i n  t h e  f i f t h  w ard , b u t  t h e r e  w ere  segm ents  o f  t h e s e  two 
c l a s s e s  in  ward f i v e  i n d t h e  8 0 ' s .  The f i f t h  ward was u n iq u e  
i n  t h e  T h i r d  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h a t  no o t h e r  ward in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
had a r i s t o c r a t i c  a n t e c e d e n t s .

iI
i
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G u b e r n a to r i a l  Campaigns 

1882

Governor Congress

Ward Rep. Dem. $ Dem. Dem. $  Dem. Rep.

3 10 19 6 5 .5 19 6 3 .3 11
4 10 21 6 7 .7 21 6 7 .7 10
5 14 15 5 1 .7 15 5 1 .7 14
6 6 11 6 4 .7 11 6 1 .1 7

11 6 16 7 2 .7 16 6 9 .6 7
12 10 16 6 1 .5 15 5 7 .7 11
16 12 20 62.5 20 6 0 .6 13

68 118 6 3 .4 117 6 1 .5 73

N.B. S te w a r t  ( In d .  R ep .)  p o l l e d  405 v o te s  f o r  
g o v e rn o r  in  t h e  whole d i s t r i c t  in  188 2 .

1886

Ward Rep. Dem. $  Dem. Dem.
3 11 20 F 4 .5 21
4 11 21 6 5 .6 20
5 17 14 4 5 .2 15
6 7 10 5 8 .8 10

11 9 16 6 4 .0 15
12 11 14 5 6 .0 14
16 14 19 5 7 .6 18

81 115 5 8 .7 113
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In  a l l  t h r e e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  y e a r s  R a n d a l l  perfo rm ed  

s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  th a n  t h e  D em ocra tic  nominee f o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  

and in  b o th  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  cam paigns he  pe rfo rm ed  s l i g h t l y  

u n d e r  t h e  D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te s  f o r  G overno r.  Only in  1882 

d id  t i c k e t  s p l i t t i n g  o c c u r  and th e n  i t  was s l i g h t .  The 

In d ep en d en t  R ep u b lican  nominee f o r  G overnor, though  p o l l i n g  

o n ly  405  v o te s  i n  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  d id  d e t r a c t  from t h e  norm al 

R ep u b lican  v o te  in  th e  f i f t h  w ard . But h i s  s l i g h t  v o te  o f  

o n ly  50 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  R e p u b l ic a n s  v o te d  

d i r e c t l y  f o r  P a t t i s o n  o r  d id  n o t  v o te  a t  a l l .  R a n d a l l ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  c a r r i e d  t h e  f i f t h  ward r i d i n g  on P a t t i s o n ' s  

c o a t t a i l s .

S in c e  t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  was p la y e d  down by th e  Dem ocrats 

in  t h e  1880  and 1884 n a t i o n a l  cam paigns, i t  i s  n o t s u r ­

p r i s i n g  t o  n o te  t h e  com parab le  s t r e n g t h  o f  R a n d a ll  w i th  

Hancock and C le v e la n d  d u r in g  t h e s e  e l e c t i o n s .  In  s h o r t ,  

R a n d a l l ' s  t a r i f f  p o s i t i o n  was co m p a tib le  w i th  t h e  p r e s i ­

d e n t i a l  nominees o f  h i s  p a r t y  i n  1880  and 1884. B ut in  1888  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and th e  E x-S p eak er  s to o d  i n  o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r s  on 

th e  t a r i f f  i s s u e .  Y e t ,  i n  ' ' P r o t e c t i o n i s t "  R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t  

" T a r i f f  Reform er" C le v e la n d  p o l l e d  o v e r  1 6 ,000  v o te s  and f e l l  

o n ly  847 v o te s  b e h in d  R a n d a l l .

P ro b a b ly  one o f  t h e  re a so n s  why t h e  w o rk ers  v o te d  f o r  

R a n d a ll  was t h a t  th e y  fo l lo w e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on th e  t a r i f f — 

and b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a  p r o t e c t e d  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  p r o t e c t e d  t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t s .  S in c e  R a n d a ll  was i l l  and c o u ld  n o t  campaign in
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1888, t h e r e  was no o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a  D em ocra tic  c l a s h  on 

t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  in  t h e  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t .  When i n t e r ­

viewed i n  t h e  summer o f  1888 on C le v e l a n d 's  t a r i f f  p o s i t i o n ,
17R a n d a l l  w i s e ly  a v o id e d  any c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .

B u t even i f  t h e r e  had t e e n  open w a r f a r e  on t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e

p e r  s e ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h i s  s i n g l e  i s s u e  would have

d e t r a c t e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  from  t h e  D em ocra tic  p r e s i d e n t i a l  v o te

in  t h e  r i v e r  w a rd s .  As V. 0 .  Key h as  p o in te d  o u t  in  h i s
18

a r t i c l e  " S e c u la r  R ea lignm en t and t h e  P a r ty  S y s te m ,’* v o t e r s  

a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  in f lu e n c e d  more by t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  th e  

c a n d id a t e  th a n  by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  he  r e p r e s e n t s .  In  

t h e  1888 e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  dom inant p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  R an d a ll  

and C le v e la n d  te n d e d  t o  p u sh  t h e  t a r i f f  i s s u e  in  t h e  b a c k ­

g ro u n d .

P r o f e s s o r  Lee Benson i n  h i s  p r o v o c a t iv e  s tu d y ,  The 

C oncept o f  J a c k so n ia n  Democracy, c o n ten d s  t h a t  economic 

f a c t o r s  i n  v o t in g  b e h a v io r  c o n s t i t u t e  b u t  one c o n s id e r a t i o n  

in  d e te rm in in g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  E th n ic ,  

c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g i o u s  f a c t o r s  a l s o  h e lp  t o  e x p la in  why a  

p a r t i c u l a r  m i n o r i t y  g ro u p , l i k e  t h e  I r i s h ,  f o r  exam ple, a r e  

l o y a l  t o  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  Benson a rg u e s  c o n v in c in g ly  

t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  hav e  to o  q u ic k ly  p o s i t e d  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

when th e y  o b s e rv e  o n ly  t h e  economic s t a t u s  o f  m in o r i ty  g ro u p s

^ S e e  C h a p te r  I I ,  p .  54 o f  t h i s  s tu d y .

l 8V. 0 .  Key, " S e c u la r  R ea lignm en t and t h e  P a r ty  S y s tem ,"  
J o u r n a l  o f  P o l i t i c s ,  V o l.  21 , p .  208.
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and o v e r lo o k  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  w hich may even be  more im p o r ta n t  

th a n  economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .

As p o in t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  two most im p o r ta n t  m in o r i t y

g roups  i n  t h e  r i v e r  d i s t r i c t  in  t h e  8 0 's  w ere t h e  I r i s h  and

Germans, b o th  o f  whom s u p p o r te d  t h e  Democracy. I t  was in

t h i s  v e ry  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  two I r i s h  C a th o l i c

ch u rc h e s  w ere bu rn ed  down and a t h i r d  bombarded in  t h e  a n t i -
19C a th o l i c  r i o t s  o f  1844. B e n s o n 's  n e g a t iv e  r e f e r e n c e  

t h e o r y  e x p la in s  why th e  I r i s h  r e a c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  American 

p a r t y ,  made up o f  a n t i - C a t h o l i c ,  n a t i v i s t i c  e le m e n ts .  W ith 

t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n  p a r t y ,  t h e  o ld  P r o t e s t a n t s  

moved i n t o  t h e  new p a r t y  w h i le  t h e  I r i s h  rem ained  i n t e n s e l y  

l o y a l  t o  th e  D em ocra ts .  Even though  a  g e n e r a t i o n  had  

e l a p s e d ,  i t  was h a rd  f o r  t h e  I r i s h ,  who to o k  r e l i g i o n  s e r i o u s ­

l y ,  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e i r  ho u ses  o f  w o rsh ip  w ere red u ced  t o  

a s h e s  by n a t i v i s t i c  mobs.

The Germans w ere a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  D em ocra ts ,  

th o u g h  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t im a te  t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  Demo­

c r a t s  w i t h i n  t h e  German community. However, t h e  u p p e r  w ards 

o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  had a  l a r g e  German p o p u la t io n  a s  e v id e n c e d  

by t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  German C a th o l i c  p a r i s h  o f  S .  P e t e r ' s  

in  t h e  s e v e n te e n th  ward and th e  German L u th e ra n  c o n g r e g a t io n  

o f  S .  P au lu s  in  t h e  e l e v e n th  w ard . The L u th e ra n s  a l s o  had a  

p a r i s h  i n  t h e  s e v e n te e n th  ward, S . L u k e 's ,  an E n g l i s h  sp e a k in g

•^ S e e  J .  L. K i r l i n ,  C a t h o l i c i t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a , p .  3 0 4 f f ;  
p .  330 f f * f o r  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  b u rn in g  o f  S .  M ic h a e l 's  and 
S . A u g u s t in e 's  and o f  t h e  bombardment o f  S . P h i l l i p  de N e r i .
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c o n g re g a t io n  which no doubt was com prised  o f  second g e n e r a t io n  

Germans. In  t h e s e  upper  wards w i th  a  s t r o n g  German popu­

l a t i o n ,  t h e  Democrats perform ed v e ry  w e l l  which le a d s  t o  a 

r e a s o n a b le  assum ption  t h a t  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  Germans v o ted  

D e m o cra t ic .  I t  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o te  t h e  Democrats 

o f  German s to c k  in  t h e  u p p e r  wards who ro se  t o  im p o r ta n t  

p o s i t i o n s  w i th in  th e  c i t y  p a r t y .  D a n ie l  M. Pox, Samuel G. 

K ing, A lb e r t  H. L adner and Matthew D ittm ann a l l  came from th e  

u p p e r  end o f  th e  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t .  Pox and King b o th  won 

th e  m a y o ra l ty  w h ile  Ladner was t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y ' s  un­

s u c c e s s f u l  nominee f o r  t h a t  o f f i c e  in  1 8 9 1 .

I n  t h e  u p p e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h e  Democrats p e r ­

formed w eak es t  in  t h e  t w e l f t h  w ard. The a v a i l a b l e  ev id en ce  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  ward had th e  s m a l l e s t  number o f  I r i s h  

and Germans among th e  up p er  w ard s .  No C a th o l ic  o r  L u th e ran  

chu rch  was lo c a te d  in  t h e  t w e l f t h  ward b u t  t h e  B a p t i s t s  and 

P r e s b y t e r i a n s  had v e ry  s t r o n g  c o n g re g a t io n s  and th e  Metho­

d i s t s  and  E p is c o p a l ia n s  a l s o  had s m a l l e r  b u t  f l o u r i s h i n g
20 , 

p a r i s h e s .  The Germans, l i k e  t h e  I r i s h  ( though  t o  a l e s s e r

d e g r e e ) ,  p ro b a b ly  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  Democrats a s  a  r e a c t i o n

a g a i n s t  n a t i v e  Americans who opposed im m ig ra t io n  and who w ere ,

f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  R e p u b lic a n s .

p A
The fo l lo w in g  ch u rch es  were lo c a t e d  in  ward tw e lv e  in  

th e  l 8 8 0 ' s .  The number o f  communicants f o r  l 88 l  a r e  i n ­
c lu d e d  i n  p a r e n th e s e s :  F o u r th  B a p t i s t  ( 81 5 ) ,  Advent
E p is c o p a l  (2 4 1 ) ,  F i f t h  S t r e e t  M e th o d is t  (3 9 4 ) ,  F i r s t  P re sb y ­
t e r i a n ,  N.L. (3 4 5 ) ,  N orth  P r e s b y te r i a n  (4 2 9 ) .  T o t a l  = 2 ,2 2 4 .
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D uring  th e  8 0 's  th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  d id  n o t  e x p e r ie n c e

any d i v i s i v e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n f l i c t s ,  a  f a c t  w hich e x p la in s  th e

a b se n c e  o f  t h e  p o l a r i z a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  groups  in  v o t in g  
21b e h a v io r .  The d i v i s i o n s  w i th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  i f  any­

t h i n g ,  w ere e t h n o c u l t u r a l  w i th  t h e  I r i s h  C a th o l i c s  and 

Germans b e in g  D em ocratic  and t h e  n a t i v e  s to c k  Americans and 

N egroes b e in g  R e p u b l ic a n .  T h is  a s su m p tio n ,  how ever, must be 

c a r e f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  b e c a u se  some m i t i g a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t s  

p o i n t  t o  i t s  r e l a t i v e  w o rth  in  a n a ly z in g  t h e  v o t in g  p a t t e r n s  

in  R a n d a l l ' s  d i s t r i c t .  The s u c c e s s  o f  two P h i l a d e l p h i a  

D em ocra tic  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  R a n d a ll  and P a t t i s o n ,  r e v e a l s  th e  

l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e t h n o c u l t u r a l  h y p o th e s i s .  Throughout h i s  

l i f e ,  R a n d a l l  was i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  u p p e r  m id d le - c l a s s  

b u s in e s s  community, a  segment o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s o c i e t y  w i th  a 

q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n o c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  from e i t h e r  th e  

I r i s h  o r  Germans. In  a d d i t i o n ,  he had no ch u rch  c o n n e c t io n  

u n t i l  a  y e a r  b e f o r e  he d i e d ,  when he jo in e d  th e  P re sb y ­

t e r i a n s .  N e i th e r  d id  P a t t i s o n  have  much in  c cmmon w i th  th e  

I r i s h  o r  Germans, y e t  h e ,  t o o ,  had a  p o w e rfu l  v o t e - g e t t i n g  

r e c o rd  in  th e  r i v e r  w ards .

F i n a l l y ,  though  economic and c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  do g iv e  

some e x p la n a t io n s  f o r  D em ocratic  s u c c e s s  in  t h e  r i v e r  w ards, 

p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  can n o t  be o v e r lo o k e d .  R an d a ll  was a

pi
R ich a rd  J .  Jensen  in  h i s  r e c e n t  s tu d y ,  "The Winning 

o f  t h e  M id-W est,"  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  l o c a l  i s s u e s . l i e k  P r o h i b i t i o n  
and p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o ls  c r e a t e d  p o l a r i z e d  v o t in g  b e h a v io r  among 
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  g roups in  many m id-w est c o u n t i e s .  T hese  l o c a l  
i s s u e s  d id  n o t  o c c u r  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Hence, t h e r e  was n o t ,  
i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a  c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n  b ased  upon 
r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n .
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h i g h l y  e f f i c i e n t  congressm an who to o k  c a r e  o f  h i s  c o n s t i t u ­

e n t s .  Not o n ly  d id  he d i s t r i b u t e  p o l i t i c a l  jo b s  to  t h e  boys 

back  home, he a l s o  g o t  many o f  them jo b s  w i th  f irm s in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  His l e t t e r  f i l e s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i th  job r e q u e s t s  

by c o n s t i t u e n t s .  W ith h i s  b u s in e s s  c o n t a c t s  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  

assume t h a t  R a n d a ll  p la c e d  many o f  h i s  jo b  s e e k e r s  a t  

W anamaker's D epartm ent s t o r e ,  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d ,  

th e  P u b l i c  L e d g e r ,  e t c . The smooth ru n n in g  R an d a ll  o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n  in  th e  r i v e r  wards a l s o  e x p la in s  why t h e  Democrats 

w ere s u c c e s s f u l  in  t h a t  s e c t o r  o f  o ld  P h i l a d e l p h i a . -

O th e r  S o u rc e s  o f  D em ocratic  S t r e n g t h , 1880-1888 

The fo l lo w in g  t a b l e  which exam ines t h e  v o t in g  r e s u l t s  

f o r  a l l  t h e  w ards i n  t h e  c i t y  f o r  ev e ry  p r e s i d e n t i a l  and 

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  d u r in g  t h e  8 0 ' s ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  very  

l i m i t e d  a p p e a l  t h e  Democrats had o u t s i d e  o f  R a n d a l l ' s  

d i s t r i c t .

1880

D em ocratic

1882

Wards -  

1884

1 8 8 0 -1 8 8 8

1886 1888

( 2 ) (2 ) (2 ) ( 2 ) (2 )
3 3 3 3 3
4 4

5
6

4 4 4

6 6 6 6
11 11 11 11 11
12 12 12 12 12
16 16 16 16 16

m

9

(17) (17) (17)
(25)

10 8 8

(1 9 )

9

t th e s e s = o u t s i d e  D i s t r i c t  I I I
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D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  D em ocra tic  Wards O u ts id e  

t h e  T h i rd  D i s t r i c t ‘d

P o p u la t io n  ( i n  No. o f  p e r -
Ward th o u sa n d s )  sons  p e r  a c r e

1880  1890

2 28  32  1 1 5 .6 2

(Ward l i e s  j u s t  s o u th  
o f  t h e  t h i r d  ward in  
Cong. D i s t .  I I I . )

25 36 36  14 .41

19 44 56  126 .53

(Ward l i e s  j u s t  n o r th  o f  
1 7 th  ward i n  D i s t .  I I I . )

The v o t in g  r e c o rd s  f o r  t h e s e  t h r e e  wards a r e  a s  f o l lo w s :  

D em ocra tic  P e rc e n ta g e  ( in  th o u sa n d s )

P r e s . Gov. P r e s . Gov. P res
IB  86 1882

3-X)X)1—1 1886 1888

Ward 2 5 8 .6 5 9 .6 5 6 .1 5 6 .0 5 8 .6

Ward 25 5 1 .4 5 3 .1 4 0 .0 4 6 .7 4 9 .6

Ward 19 4 6 .4 4 7 .9 4 3 .8 4 5 .3 5 0 .4

22V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  B oston  and P h i l a d e l p h i a , p p . 88-89; 
107-108; 102-103 .

D e s c r ip t i o n

1890

One o f  t h e  o l d e s t  
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y ;  
many s m a l l  s t r e e t s ,  
c o u r t s ,  & a l le y w a y s .  
Many p o o r  i n h a b i t a n t s . 
About 1 /4  o f  i n h a b i ­
t a n t s  w ere  p o o r  
I t a l i a n s .

S e m i - r u r a l  s e c t i o n  
in  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ;  
p o p u la t i o n  mixed; 
m o s t ly  I r i s h  and 
German.

One o f  t h e  m a jo r  
m i l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c i t y ;  a b o u t  60$  o f  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
worked in  t h e  
v a r io u s  m i l l s .
Houses com pactly  
b u i l t ;  many o f  them 
owned by w o rk e rs .
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  t h e  Democrats 

a p p e a le d  a t  t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  t o  t h e  p o o r e s t  I r i s h  and German 

w orkers  i n  t h e  c i t y  i s  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r te d  by th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  

o f  t h e  p a r t y  o u t s i d e  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t .

As t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  fa c e d  t h e  new decade o f  t h e  

9 0 ' s i t  had  l o s t  i t s  o u t s t a n d in g  l e a d e r ,  Sam R a n d a l l ,  him­

s e l f  a  member o f  t h e  m id d le  c l a s s  b u t  one who u n d e rs to o d  

b o th  t h e  w o rk ers  and th e  a f f l u e n t ,  and had t h e  c o n f id e n c e  of 

b o th .  I t  had t h e  s o l i d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p o o r  w h i te s  a s  w e l l  

a s  a  f a i r  number o f  b lu e  b lo o d s .  In  t h e  b u s in e s s  community 

i t  c o u ld  b o a s t  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  one o u t s t a n d in g  p u b l i s h e r  

and s e v e r a l  b a n k e r s .  But i t s  c o n n e c t io n s  among t h e  b u s i n e s s ­

men d id  n o t  i n c lu d e  any o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  im p o r ta n t  manu­

f a c t u r e r s .  I t s  m ost s e v e re  d e f i c i e n c y  was th e  a lm o s t  com­

p l e t e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  u n d e f in e d ,  b u t  n o n e th e l e s s  r e a l ,  

m id d le  c l a s s .  In  m u n ic ip a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  p a r t y  d id  a p p e a l  

t o  t h i s  segment o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  cam­

p a ig n s  o f  P a t t i s o n  f o r  C o n t r o l l e r  and G overnor; King f o r  

Mayor; D ech e r t  f o r  C o n t r o l l e r ;  and Gordon f o r  Judge . The 

em bryonic s u p p o r t  by t h e  m id d le  c l a s s  e x i s t e d  b u t t h e  

q u e s t io n  w as: Could t h e  p a r t y  b u i l d  upon t h i s  fo u n d a t io n  in

t h e  n ex t t e n  y e a r s ?

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



301

Description of the Third District: 1890-1900
The b o u n d a r ie s  o f  t h e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t  rem ained unchanged

d u r in g  t h e  decade  o f  t h e  9 0 ' s  w h ile  t h e  p o p u la t io n  changed 
23o n ly  s l i g h t l y .

1890 1900

Ward
( l l t h  Census) (1 2 th  Census)

3 19,925 24,693
4 20 ,384 2 2 ,5 6 2
5 16,987 1 6 ,8 6 8
6 8 ,712 8 ,042

11 12,953 11,843
12 14,170 13,850
16 1 7 ,0 8 7 1 5 ,7 8 8
17 19,546 17,908

129,546 130,554

Though t h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  rem ained c o n s t a n t ,  

s l i g h t  g a in s  w ere made in  th e  low er wards and s l i g h t  lo s s e s  

w ere re c o rd e d  i n  t h e  u p p e r  w ard s .  In  th e  e n t i r e  c i t y  th e  

p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s e d  from 1 ,0 4 6 ,9 6 4  in  1890 t o  1 , 2 9 3 ,6 9 7  in  

1900 f o r  a g a in  o f  2 3 .6 $ .  In  o n ly  one r i v e r  ward, t h e  

t h i r d ,  d id  th e  p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s e  compare f a v o ra b ly  w i th  

t h e  c i t y - w id e  a v e ra g e .

E c o n o m ica lly  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a l s o  rem ained s t a t i c .  The 

p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s  f o r  each  ward showed v e ry  l i t t l e  change from 

t h e  8 0 ' s  th ro u g h  th e  9 0 ' s .  In  1880, t h e  t o t a l  t a x a b l e  v a l u ­

a t i o n  In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  amounted t o  $529 m i l l i o n .  In  1897 t h a t  

f i g u r e  c lim bed  t o  $773  m i l l i o n ,  b u t  v e ry  l i t t l e  o f  t h a t  g a in

2 3U .S . Census R e p o r ts  (18 9 0 ) V o l.  IV, P a r t  1, p p .  551-552; 
U .S .  Census R ep o r ts  (1900) V o l.  I ,  P a r t . l ,  p .  6 3 9 .
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o c c u r re d  i n  t h e  r i v e r  wards a s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  t a b l e  shows:

R ea l E s t a t e  T ax ab le  in  M i l l io n s

188024 189725

Ward
( m i l l i o n s ) ( m i l l i o n s )

3 6 .6 6 .9
4 7 .5 8 .1
5 2 3 .0 2 6 .8
6 35 .6 3 8 .9

11 8 .8 8 .8
12 8 .3 7 .9
16 7 .3 8 .1
17 6 .8 8 .5

97 .1 . 114 .0

C i ty  C i ty
T o t a l :  529 T o t a l :  773

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o te  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  w ard, w hich r e ­

co rd ed  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o p u la t io n  g a in  f o r  t h e  1890-1900  d ecad e ,  

w as, in  1 8 9 7> t h e  p o o r e s t  ward in  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  in  r e a l  

e s t a t e  v a l u e .  Hence t h e  p o p u la t io n  d e n s i t y  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

rem ained e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged d u r in g  t h e  9 0 ' s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  

t h e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  g o t  worse in  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  w ard s ,  

rem ained t h e  same in  t h e  f i f t h  and s i x t h  wards and p ro b a b ly  

improved s l i g h t l y  in  th e  u p p e r  wards where few er p e o p le  

l i v e d  in  l e s s  c o n g e s te d  n e ig h b o rh o o d s .

The f o r e ig n  born  p o p u la t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  low er 

w ard s ,  in c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d u r in g  t h i s  d e c a d e .  The t o t a l

^ M a n u a l  o f  C o u n c i l s , 1880, p .  107.

2^ C i ty  and S t a t e ,  J u ly  14, 1 8 9 8 , p .  18.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



303

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  f o r e ig n  born  in  th e  e n t i r e  c i t y  amounted t o  

23$ in  1900, b u t  in  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t  t h e  p e rc e n t -  

age  was 40$.

(P o p u la t io n  in  Thousands)

1880 1890 1900

Ward T o t a l  F o r .  T o t a l  F o r .
Pop. Born Pop . Born

3 18 5
4 19 6
5 12 5
6 7 3

11 9 4
12 10 4
16 13 5
17 X X

20 8
20 9
17 6

9 3
13 5
14 5
17 6
20  7

T o ta l F o r .
Pop. Born

25 12
23 11
17 7

8 3
12 5
14 5
16 5
18 5

108  32 o r  130  49 o r  133 53 o r
(30*) (37$) (40$)

C i ty  
Toi^&l s *

*643 204 777 269  998 295
(23$) (27$) (23$)

B u rin g  t h e  9 0 ' s t h e  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s e d  

d r a m a t i c a l l y  b o th  in  t h e  c i t y  and e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  T h i rd  

d i s t r i c t .  The p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  Jews by th e  R u ss ian  g o v e rn ­

ment r e s u l t e d  in  a  g r e a t  wave o f  im m ig ra t io n  t o  America d u r in g  

t h i s  d e c a d e .  The number o f  n a t i v e  born  R u ss ia n s  and P o le s  

l i v i n g  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  1890  amounted t o  7 ,0 0 0  and 2 ,2 0 0  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  By 1900, t h e s e  f i g u r e s  s o a re d  t o  2 9 ,0 0 0  and 

7 , 3 0 0 : V ery few o f  t h e s e  R u ss ian  im m igran ts  were C h r i s t i a n s

s i n c e  no R u ss ian  Orthodox ch u rch  e x i s t e d  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a t  

t h i s  t im e .  Many o f  t h e s e  R u ss ian  and P o l i s h  Jews s e t t l e d  in
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t h e  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  and f i f t h  w ards and some l i v e d  in  t h e

e l e v e n th  and s i x t e e n t h  wards o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  W r i t in g  in  1894,

Henry S . M orals  o b se rv e d :

The R u sso -Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  m o s t ly  i n h a b i t s  
s o u th e r n  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h i s  c i t y ,  betw een 
F ro n t  and T e n th  S t r e e t s  ( e a s t  and w e s t )  and 
from  P in e  S t r e e t  t o  W ashington  Avenue (n o r th  
and s o u t h ) . Second, T h i r d ,  F o u r th ,  and i n t e r ­
m e d ia te  s t r e e t s ,  A rch, G i r a r d ,  L eh igh  Avenue, 
and F r a n k fo r d ,  and a  c o n s id e r a b l e  number d w e ll  
in  P o r t  Richmond. The c e n t r a l  p o i n t s  a r e ,  
how ever, on S o u th  S t r e e t ,  and i t s  im m ediate  
v i c i n i t y .  26

The s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n  in  t h e s e  n e ig h b o r ­

hoods can a l s o  b e  docum ented from ban k  r e c o r d s .  D uring  t h i s
27p e r io d  t h r e e  banks s h a re d  most o f  t h e  Je w ish  b u s in e s s :  

P e o p l e ' s ,  run  by t h e  L i p s h i t z  Company, a t  7 t h  and G ir a rd ;  

B l i t z s t e i n * s  a t  4 th  and Lombard; and Rosenbaum 's a t  2nd and 

S o u th .  I t  was t o  t h e s e  banks t h a t  Jews came t o  p u rc h a se  

p a s sa g e  on s te a m s h ip s  f o r  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  who wanted t o  

g e t  ou t o f  P o la n d ,  H ungary, and R u s s ia .  S in c e  t h e  names and 

a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e  p u r c h a s e r s  w ere r e c o rd e d  by t h e  b a n k s ,  an 

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n  in  P h i l a ­

d e lp h i a  c a n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be o b ta in e d  from t h e s e  r e c o r d s .  S in c e  

t h e  r e c o rd s  f o r  t h e  L i p s h i t z  bank do n o t  b e g in  u n t i l  1906, 

t h e  fo l lo w in g  in fo r m a t io n  i s  from B l i t z s t e i n ' s  and R osenbaum 's .

2^H. S .  M o ra is ,  The Jews o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a , p .  215.
2?'

A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  banks f a i l e d  d u r in g  t h e  d e p r e s s io n  
o f  1929; t h e i r  r e c o rd s  a r e  now housed  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  
Hebrew Im m ig ra t io n  Aid S o c ie ty  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .
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The Rosenbaum Bank r e c o rd s  go back  t o  1894. Prom t h e  

y e a r s  1894-1908 a p p ro x im a te ly  1 ,2 0 0  t o  1 ,5 0 0  p a s s a g e s  w ere 

b e in g  p u rc h a se d  a n n u a l ly  f o r  European Jew s. D uring  1900, an 

e s p e c i a l l y  heavy y e a r ,  2 ,5 0 0  p a s sa g e s  w ere bought a t  Rosen­

b a u m 's .  Among t h e  2 ,580  e n t r i e s  in  t h e  p a s sa g e  o r d e r  book 

264 were sam pled ; o f  t h e  264, 191 o f  t h e  p u r c h a s e r s  l i v e d  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .  I d e n t i f i a b l e  ward d e s ig n a t io n s  f o r  171  o f  

t h e s e  191 co u ld  be  d e te rm in e d  a s  f o l lo w s :

Ward

3 22
4 26
5 20
6 7

11 7
12 1
16 4
17 0

87

Of t h e  84 who l i v e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  21 l i v e d  In  th e  

second  w ard , t h e  ward a d j a c e n t  t h e  t h i r d  w i th  b o u n d a r ie s  

ru n n in g  from C h r i s t i a n  S t r e e t  t o  Wharton S t r e e t  and from 

B road  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  D elaw are R iv e r .  Thus, t h e  r e c o rd s  o f  

th e  Rosenbaum bank  f u r t h e r  document t h e  l a r g e  number o f  Jew s, 

m o s t ly  R u s s ia n s ,  who l i v e d  in  t h e  o ld  s o u th e rn  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  

c i t y  a s  d e s c r ib e d  by M o ra ls .

B l i t z s t e i n ' s  had a  much s m a l l e r  b u s in e s s  th a n  Rosen­

b a u m 's .  In  1900 t h i s  bank s o ld  494 p a s sa g e s  f o r  Jews coming
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t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  Of t h e  71 sam pled , 56 l i v e d  in  d i s t r i c t  

T h ree  as  f o l l o w s :

Ward

3 16
4 12
5 19
6 5

11 3
12 1
16 0
17 0

56

An a d d i t i o n a l  seven  l i v e d  in  t h e  second  w ard, w h ile  t h e  r e ­

m ain ing  e i g h t  were s c a t t e r e d .  A gain , t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  

l a r g e  Jew ish  p o p u la t i o n  in  t h e  low er r i v e r  wards o f  t h e  c i t y .  

I t  was a l s o  d u r in g  t h e  9 0 ' s  t h a t  t h r e e  new synagogues were 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  low er wards o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t :  B eth

Hammedrash (R u ss ia n )  a t  5 th  and Lombard, B e th  Jacob ( P o l i s h )  

a t  412 Lombard S t r e e t  and Emunath I s r a e l  (H ungarian) a t  5 th  

and G a s k i l l .

The n e x t  m ost im p o r ta n t  group t o  come i n t o  th e  d i s t r i c t  

w ere t h e  I t a l i a n s ,  who a l s o  in h a b i t e d  t h e  low er r i v e r  w ards . 

The I t a l i a n  p o p u la t io n  s t a r t e d  in  t h e  f o u r t h  ward and 

ex ten d ed  beyond t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  th e  second  and f i r s t  w ard s .  

A ccord ing  t o  t h e  e l e v e n th  Census (1890) o n ly  6 ,800  n a t i v e  

born  I t a l i a n s  l i v e d  i n  th e  c i t y ;  by 1900, t h a t  f i g u r e  jumped 

t o  1 7 ,8 0 0 .  The t h i r d  and f o u r t h  w ards in  d i s t r i c t  T hree  

changed c o n s id e r a b ly  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  R ussian  

J e s  and I t a l i a n  C a t h o l i c s .
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As p o in te d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  S . P a u l ' s ,  an I r i s h  p a r i s h  on 

C h r i s t i a n  S t r e e t  n e a r  8 t h ,  began t o  open i t s  do o rs  t o  t h e
oQ

I t a l i a n s  who moved i n t o  t h e  ne ighborhood  in  th e  l 8 9 0 ' s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  F a th e r  D onovan 's  work among th e  I t a l i a n s  a t

S . P a u l ' s ,  w hich  commenced in  1893, I t a l i a n  C a th o l i c  l i f e

c e n te r e d  in  two e x c l u s iv e ly  I t a l i a n  p a r i s h e s :  S .  Mary

Magdalene de P a z z i  and Our Lady o f  Good C ounse l.  The fo rm er

p a r i s h  was founded in  1852  as  th e  f i r s t  I t a l i a n  C a th o l i c

p a r i s h  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  The grow th  o f  t h i s  p a r i s h
29

n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a new ch u rch  in  1891. Though 

t h i s  c h u rc h  was l o c a t e d  in  t h e  second  ward j u s t  below  C h r i s t ­

ia n  S t r e e t ,  i t  drew many o f  i t s  communicants from t h e  t h i r d  

and f o u r t h  w ard s .  By 1897, t h e  I t a l i a n  p o p u la t io n  g o t  so

l a r g e  t h a t  a n o th e r  I t a l i a n  p a r i s h  was needed  and r e s u l t e d  in

th e  fo u n d in g  o f  Our Lady o f  Good C ounsel a t  8t h  and C h r i s t i a n ,  

d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  from S .  P a u l ' s .

T hese  newcomers in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  

t h e  o l d e r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u rc h e s ,  many o f  which r e l o c a t e d  o r  

s im p ly  went o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  In  1880 t h e  Reverend D r. Henry 

P e r c i v a l ,  a  w e a l th y  A n g lican  p r i e s t  and an a b l e  s c h o l a r  and 

t h e o l o g i a n ,  assumed t h e  r e c t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  Church o f  t h e  

E v a n g e l i s t s ,  a t  7 t h  and C a th e r in e  S t r e e t s .  In  t h a t  p a r i s h ,  

P e r c i v a l  worked t i r e l e s s l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c o n g re g a t io n  o f

2^ Jo sep h  L. J .  K i r l i n ,  C a t h o l i c i t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,
p .  449. .

29H i s t o r i c a l  S k e tc h e s  o f  th e  C a th o l ic  Churches and 
I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  p p .  99-100.
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w orking  c l a s s  E p i s c o p a l i a n s .  I t  was a l s o  t o  th e  Church o f

t h e  E v a n g e l i s t s  t h a t  P e r c i v a l  a t t r a c t e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f

a t t e n t i o n  f o r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Anglo-

C a th o l i c i s m .  Even though  t h e  p a r i s h  f l o u r i s h e d  in  t h e  8 0 's

and 9 0 ' s t h e  chang ing  ne ighborhood  prom pted P e r c i v a l  to

e s t a b l i s h  a  new p a r i s h  in  which th e  A n g lo -C a th o l ic s  cou ld

c o n t in u e  t h e i r  work when th e  E v a n g e l i s t s '  c lo s e d .  Hence,

in  1889, S .  E l i z a b e t h ' s  was founded a t  l 6 t h  and M i f f l i n

S t r e e t s ,  some t e n  b lo c k s  from 7 th  and C a th e r in e  S t r e e t s .

The s h o r t  t e n u r e  o f  t h e  Church o f  th e  E v a n g e l i s t s  was

lam en ted  by a  young E n g l i s h  p r i e s t  who came t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a

in  1904 t o  v i s i t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  romanesque ch u rch  which

P e r c i v a l  had b u i l t .  F a th e r  Hawks o b se rv e d :

Dr. P e r c i v a l  had been dead a y e a r ,  and th e  
c h u rc h  was in  i t s  l a s t  d a y s .  The s t r e e t s  
a ro u n d  i t  resem bled  th o s e  o f  N ap les ;  t h e  p a v e ­
m ents  b e in g  c l u t t e r e d  w i th  s t a l l s  o f  s t r e e t  
m e rc h a n ts ;  and th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s i g h t s  and 
s m e l l s  o f  p re -M u s s o l in ia n  I t a l i a n  h a b i t a t i o n  
everyw here  in  e x i s t e n c e .  Some a t te m p t  was 
b e in g  made to  u se  th e  c le r g y -h o u s e  a s  a  e h o i r -  
s c h o o l ,  b u t  n o th in g  was b e in g  done f o r  t h e  
n e ig h b o r in g  p e o p le ;  p r o s e ly t i s m  was a  m a t t e r  
o f  s c o rn  t o  t h e  A n g lo -C a th o l ic s  o f  t h o s e  d a y s .  30

A f t e r  h i s - t o u r  o f  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t s  and o t h e r  ch u rch es  in  t h e

c i t y ,  F a t h e r  Hawks v i s i t e d  o ld  S . P e t e r ' s ,  3 rd  and P in e ,  and

re c o rd e d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  i n t e r e s t i n g  im p re s s io n :

Even i n  i t s  days  o f  h u m i l i a t i o n — f o r  i t  has 
been  e n c i r c l e d  by th e  h o s t s  o f  J e ru s a le m  and 
I t a l y ,  t o  say  n o th in g  o f  A f r i c a ^ - i t  h o ld s  up

3°Edward Hawks, W il l iam  McGarvey and t h e  Open P u l p i t ,
p .  7 7 . :
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i t s  head  p r o u d ly .  I t s  c o n g re g a t io n  i s  a  
s i l e n t  b u t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  o ne , r e s t i n g  in  th e  
c a r e f u l l y  k e p t  g r a v e y a rd .  T here  i s  no s p o t  
in  America so  t r u l y  G eorg ian  and r e m in is c e n t  
o f  H o g a r th .  31

32
The fo l lo w in g  t a b l e  shows t h e  s h i f t i n g  s t r e n g t h  o f  

t h e  v a r io u s  n o n -C a th o l ic  c h u rc h e s  in  t h e  T h i r d  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

d i s t r i c t :

WARD 3 

B a p t i s t

1881 1891 1901 1911

T h ird 263
(263)

320
( 3 2 0 )

r e - l o c a t e d

E p is c o p a l
E v a n g e l i s t s ’ 150 270 327 145
L'Emmanuello 186 287 145
T r i n i t y 150 25° 322 r e - lo c a t e c

M e th o d is t
( 3 0 0 ) (7 0 6 ) (936) ( 2 9 0 )

E b e n e e z e r

P r e s b y t e r i a n

505
(505)

,495
(495)

171
( 171)

“ ™ ™

F i r s t ,  Southw ark

00 
00

1

60
( 6 0 )

a* «

1 ,246 1 ,581 1 ,107 290

WARD 4 

B a p t i s t
Union C o lo red ----- 313 1 ,4 0 2 2 ,7 1 4

E p is c o p a l
C r u c i f ix i o n  (Black) 184 280 280 345
A l l  S a i n t s ' 400 500 300 r e - l o c a t e d

(584) (7 8 0 ) (5 8 0 ) (345)
P r e s b v t e r i a n

F i r s t  A f r ic a n 66
( 6 6 )

r e - l o c a t e d

650 1 ,093 1 ,9 8 2 3 ,0 5 9

3 l I b i d . ,  p .  7 9 .

3^These f i g u r e s a r e  ta k e n from th e o f f i c i a l r e c o rd s  o f
th e s e  c h u rc h  b o d ie s  a s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  u n d e r  t h e  
h e a d in g  "Church R e c o rd s ."
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WARD 5

B a p t i s t
S p ru ce  S t .
Union C o lo red

E p is c o p a l  
S t . P a u l  
S t .  P e t e r  
S t .  Thomas African

P r e s b y t e r i a n
M a r i n e r 's
F i r s t
S c o ts
Old P in e  S t .

WARD 6

E p is c o p a l
"Christ

L u th eran
Zion (German) 
S t .  John (Engl.)

M e th o d is t
S t .  George 
Union

WARD 11

E p is c o p a l  
C a lv a ry  
S t .  John

L u th e ran
S t .  P a u lu s

♦ e s t im a te d

310

1881 1891 1901 1911

289
400

(6 8 9 )

350
re -

0 5 0 )

170
• lo c a te d

(170)

i4 o

(140)

211
754

, 133x( 1 , 0 9 8 )

112
738

re -
( 8 5 0 )

158
931

• lo c a te d
(1 ,0 8 9 )

1 ,033

(1 ,0 3 3 )

£
351
440

(1 ,4 3 2 )

107
528

re -
400

(1 ,0 3 5 )

125 
788  -

■ located
400

(1 ,3 1 3 )

71
538

400
(1 ,0 0 9 )

3 ,2 1 9 2 ,235 2 ,572 2 ,1 8 2

392
(392)

.355
(355)

566
( 5 6 6 )

487
(487)

700
300

( 1 , 0 0 0 )

388
290

(678)

338
235n

(573)

391
266

(657)

259
233

(492)

211
r e -

O l l )

260
• lo c a t e d  

(2 6 0 )

102

( 1 0 2 )

1 ,884 1 ,2 4 4 1 ,3 9 9 1 ,2 4 6

34
107

(141)

re -
138

(138)

■located
196

( 1 9 6 )
414

(414)

0 0
 

0 0
 

.=*■=1-

430*
(430)

460*
(460)

520
( 5 2 0 )

541 568 656 934
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WARD 12 1881 1891 1901 1911

B a p t i s t
F o u r th 815 652 599 507

(815) (6 5 2 ) (599) (507)
E p is c o p a l

Advent 241 300 286 85
(241) (3 0 0 ) ( 2 8 6 ) (85)

M e th o d is t
F i f t h  S t . 394 255 125 64
Z oar C o lo red ? re-- lo c a te d

(394) (255) (125) (64.)
P r e s b y t e r i a n

F i r s t ,  N.L. 345 468 192 100
N o rth 429 318 re - • lo c a te d

(774) (7 8 6 ) (192) ( 10 0 )

2 , 2 2 4 1 ,993 1 ,2 0 2 756

WARD 16

B a p t i s t
F i r s t  German

M e th o d is t  
S t . John

335
(335)

780
( 7 8 0 )

.377
(377)

450
(450)

302
( 3 0 2 )

320
( 32 0 )

359x
(359)

223
(223)

1 ,115 827 622 582

WARD 17

L u th e ra n  
S t .  Luke 278 749 780 798

278 749 780 798

Summaries f o r  a l l o f  D i s t r i c t I I I

B a p t i s t s 2 ,1 0 2 2 ,0 1 2 2 ,473 3 ,7 2 0

E p i s c o p a l i a n s 2 ,756 3 ,1 2 9 3 ,611 2 ,7 5 4

L u th e ra n s 1 ,6 7 8 1 ,857 1 ,833 1 ,9 7 5

M e th o d is t s 2 ,371 1 ,572 999 1 ,2 1 1

P r e s b y t e r i a n s 2 ,0 9 9 1 ,9 6 6 1 ,505 1 ,1 0 9

TOTALS 11 ,006  10 ,536  10 ,421  10 ,769
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Though t h e  a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  shown above do n o t  i n d i c a t e  a 

m a jo r  d e c l i n e  in  th e  n o n -C a th o l ic  b o d ie s ,  th e y  do i n d i c a t e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t s  in  th e  p o p u la t i o n .  The B a p t i s t s ,  f o r  

exam ple, d id  so  w e l l  b e cau se  o f  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  one p a r i s h ,  

Union C o lo re d ,  which had o v e r  1 ,400  communicants in  1901 

and o v e r  2 ,7 0 0  i n  1911. The r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  ch u rch  to  

th e  f o u r t h  from t h e  f i f t h  ward a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

Negro p o p u la t io n  was moving t o  t h e  low er s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  By 1911 n o t  a  s i n g l e  w h i te  

chu rch  rem ained  in  t h e  f o u r th  ward.

In  t h e  t h i r d  w ard , t h e  n o n -C a th o l ic  p o p u la t io n  a l s o  

d e c l in e d  r a t h e r  d r a m a t i c a l ly .  D uring t h i s  p e r io d  t h r e e  

ch u rch es  r e l o c a t e d  w h i le  t h e  E p is c o p a l ia n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a new 

p a r i s h ,  L 'Em m anuello , f o r  I t a l i a n s .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  

o ld  w h i te  Anglo-Saxon P r o t e s t a n t s  were moving o u t o f  th e  

t h i r d  ward d u r in g  th e  l 8 9 0 ' s .  The f i f t h  ward a l s o  e x p e r ie n c e d  

s h i f t s  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  s in c e  th e  n o n -C a th o l ic  ch u rc h  mem­

b e r s  w ere moving o u t a s  t h e  Jews moved i n .  The s i x t h  ward 

rem ained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e ,  though  t h e  M e th o d is ts  d i d  d e c l in e  

w h i le  L u th e ra n s  and E p is c o p a l ia n s  h e ld  t h e i r  own. In  th e  

u p p er  wards t h e  L u th e ra n s  and E p i s c o p a l i a n s  managed t o  keep 

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  w h i le  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  and M e th o d is ts  l o s t  

h e a v i l y .  Hence, th e  g r e a t  wave o f  im m ig ra t io n  coming in  th e  

9 0 's  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  e th n i c  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  s o u th e rn  s e c t o r ,  t h e  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  and f i f t h  

w a rd s .
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The Problem  o f  F ra u d u le n t  V o ting

In  an a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  f r a u d u l e n t  v o t in g  must be c o n s id e re d .

T h e re  were o n ly  o c c a s io n a l  c o m p la in ts  ab o u t  f r a u d u le n t  

v o t in g  in  th e  8 0 ' s ,  b u t  in  t h e  9 0 ' s  t h e s e  c o m p la in ts  became 

more f r e q u e n t  and em p h a tic .  R eform ers l i k e  A lexander  M cClure, 

Henry C. Lea, and C l in to n  Rogers W oodruff campaigned v i g o r ­

o u s ly  f o r  an h o n e s t  b a l l o t .  The m a jo r  b a l l o t  re fo rm s  d id  

n o t  o c c u r ,  however, u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  decade  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n tu r y .  In  t h e  m eantim e, P h i l a d e lp h ia n s  m ere ly  t o l e r a t e d  

t h e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  b a l l o t  box a s  one o f  t h e  n e g a t iv e  

f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  d e m o c ra t ic  p r o c e s s .

B e fo re  t h e  U niform  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act o f  1906, t h e  l i s t s  

o f  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  w ere  com piled  by t a x  a s s e s s o r s .  Each 

d i v i s i o n  had one a s s e s s o r  who was chosen  a t  t h e  p a r t y  p r i ­

m a r ie s .  The a s s e s s o r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  became as  C. R. W oodruff 

o b s e rv e d :  "A t o o l  o f  th e  b o s s . 1 The a s s e s s o r ' s  jo b  was

t o  v i s i t  ev e ry  d w e l l in g  in  h i s  d i s t r i c t  on th e  f i r s t  Monday 

o f  May and th e  f i r s t  Monday o f  December in  o rd e r  t o  c e r t i f y  

and u p d a te  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l i s t  o f  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s .  T h is  method 

opened t h e  d o o rs  t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  f r a u d u le n t  p r a c t i c e s ,  n o t  

t h e  l e a s t  o f  which was p a d d in g  th e  o f f i c i a l  l i s t  a s  th e

33C. r .  W oodruff, " E le c t io n  Methods and Reforms in  
P h i l a d e l p h i a , "  Annals o f  American Academy o f  P o l i t i c a l  and 
S o c i a l  S c ie n c e s ,  V o l.  17, 1901# p .  1 8 5 .
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f o l lo w in g  i l l u s t r a t e s :

1900 -  18 th  d i v i s i o n  o f  Ward 13

307 N. 9 th  S t .  -  35 names re c o rd e d ;  o n ly  9 r e s i d e n t s
309 N. 9 th  S t .  -  23 names r e c o rd e d ;  o n ly  4 r e s i d e n t s

307  34
311 ” 30 names re c o rd e d ;  o n ly  21 r e s i d e n t s
313

W oodruff a l s o  p o in te d  ou t in  h i s  a r t i c l e  t h a t  t h e  b a l l o t  box

was j u s t  as  c o r r u p t  in  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  wards o f  t h e  T h ird

d i s t r i c t .

O th e rs  c o r r o b o r a t e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  W oodruff . The Times

in  1894 e s t im a te d  t h a t  50*000  i l l e g a l  names a p p e a re d  on th e

a s s e s s o r s '  l i s t s ,  and in  1899* th e  M u n ic ip a l  League p u t  th e

f i g u r e  betw een 30*000 and 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  Even t h e  R ep u b lican

P h i l a d e l p h i a  P r e s s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere 80 ,000  i l l e g a l
35names on t h e  v o t in g  l i s t s .  The f i f t h  ward was n o to r io u s  

in  t h i s  r e g a r d .  In  1894 Judge Hare s t r u c k  1 ,1 5 0  names from 

th e  l i s t  o f  5*177  v o t e r s  in  t h e  f i f t h  w ard .

The s e c r e c y  o f  t h e  b a l l o t  was a l s o  v i o l a t e d  by t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  b o s s e s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  In  t h e  1893 b a l l o t  

a c t  a  p r o v i s i o n  p e r m i t t e d  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  t o  r e c e iv e  

a s s i s t a n c e  in  f i l l i n g  out t h e i r  b a l l o t s .  In  1900 in  a 

d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  second  w ard , which had 158  I t a l i a n  v o t e r s  

and e ig h t  I r i s h  v o t e r s ,  ev e ry  s i n g l e  b a l l o t  o f  an I t a l i a n  

v o t e r  was f i l l e d  o u t  by an I r i s h  v o t e r .

3^ I b i d . , pp.. 185 . 1 8 7 .

3 3 I b i d ., p .  1 8 9 .
36
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The p o l l  t a x  a l s o  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  t h e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o f  

t h e  b a l l o t .  Those p e rso n s  who p a id  n e i t h e r  a co u n ty  no r  

c i t y  t a x  ( i . e . ,  t h o s e  who d id  n o t  own p r o p e r ty )  had t o  pay 

a  p o l l  t a x  o f  t w e n ty - f iv e  c e n t s  p e r  y e a r  t o  be a b l e  t o  v o te .  

The o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  b o th  p a r t i e s  bough t t h e  t a x  r e c e i p t s  t o  

d i s t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  n o n -p ro p e r ty  owning v o t e r s .  An 1897 

s t a t u t e  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t o r  had t o  p u rc h a se  h i s  own 

r e c e i p t ,  b u t  t h i s  law  was ig n o re d  and n e v e r  e n fo rc e d .

A ccord ing  to  con tem porary  e s t i m a t e s ,  t h e  number o f  

e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  s h o u ld  have e q u a l le d  

a b o u t  one f i f t h  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The one to  f i v e  " t im e  

ho n o red  r a t i o "  a s  W oodruff c a l l e d  i t ,  would have p u t  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a ' s  p o p u la t io n  in  1900  a t  1 ,6 7 0 ,4 4 5  i n s t e a d  o f  i t s  

a c t u a l  p o p u la t io n  o f  1 ,293*697 . *n s h o r t ,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  a  one t o  f o u r  r a t i o  o f  v o t e r s  t o  p o p u la t io n .

U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  much o f  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  f r a u d u le n t  

v o t in g  was to o  g e n e r a l i z e d  t o  be o f  any v a lu e .  Newspapers 

l i k e  The Times r a r e l y  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  ch a rg e  o f  f r a u d u le n t  

v o t i n g .  I n  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  t h e r e  was much t a l k  abou t 

i l l e g a l  v o t e r s  b u t l i t t l e  f a c t u a l  in fo r m a t io n  t o  back  i t  up. 

The Times d i d ,  how ever, expose  th e  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

A s s e s s o r  John B r i s c o e  o f  t h e  f i f t h  ward in  1894. T h i r t y -  

f o u r  i l l e g a l  names r e c o rd e d  as  r e s i d e n t s  o f  a s m a l l  H u rs t  

S t r e e t  hou se  were s t r i c k e n  from t h e  r o l l  in  e a r l y  November. ^

3?The T im es, 3 November 1894.
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V o t i n g  S t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  P a r t y  In  D i s t r i c t  T h r e e ;

1890 -  1900

The v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  in  t h e  

T h i r d  d i s t r i c t  r e v e a l s  g r a p h i c a l l y  i t s  d e c l i n e  d u r in g  th e  

9 0 ' s .  The f a c t i o u s  s t a t e  o f  th e  p a r t y  d e s t ro y e d  D em ocratic  

s o l i d a r i t y  i n  R a n d a l l ’s o ld  d i s t r i c t .  M cA leer13 f i r s t  con­

g r e s s i o n a l  campaign in  1890  was marked by p o l i t i c a l  d e a l s  and 

t i c k e t  s p l i t t i n g .  As p o in te d  o u t e a r l i e r ,  t h e  Gordon- 

McAleer f a c t i o n  opposed P a t t i s o n 1s r e e l e c t i o n  in  1890  

b e c a u se  he was a  f a v o r i t e  o f  th e  H a r r i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  In  

t h e  f o u r t h  w ard , e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  McAleer men c u t  P a t t i s o n
qQ

as  t h e  f o l lo w in g  t a b l e  shows:

I 89O T o t a l s  in  n e a r e s t  h u n d red :

Ward D e la m a te r  P a t t i s o n  
(R) (D)

$  Dem. McAleer
(D)

$ Dem. Vaux
(ID)

3 13 20 6 0 .0 20 6 1 .8 12
4 16 17 5 0 ,8 26 7 8 .5 7
5 19 13 39 .6 22 6 9 .7 10
6 8 11 5 6 .5 5 2 5 .3 14

11 10 14 5 9 .3 12 4 9 .5 12
12 11 16 5 8 .4 12 4 6 .9 14
16 14 18 5 5 .6 15 4 7 .8 16
17 13 24 6 5 .2 20 5 6 .0 16

104 133 5 5 .6 132 5 6 .7 101

The 1890  t i c k e t  s p l i t t i n g  and c u t t i n g  o f  P a t t i s o n in

key McAleer w ards was b l a t a n t ,  b u t  in  th e  1892  campaign th e  

McAleer f o r c e s  s u f f e r e d  a  m a jo r  s e tb a c k  when t h e  r e g u la r s

nom inated  Ker f o r  C o n g re ss .  T h is  a c t i o n  o n ly  gave t h e  McAleer

3 % h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  d e r iv e d  from S m u l l ’s L e g i s l a t i v e  Hand­
book , 1 8 9 1 . ------------------------------------------
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f a c t i o n  f u r t h e r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  c o o p e ra te  w i th  R e p u b lic a n s

f o r  w hich  th e y  were accu sed  o f  b e in g  a R epub lican  ann ex .

Because  McAleer was d e p r iv e d  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  n o m in a t io n ,  he

ran  a s  an  In d ep en d en t Democrat and a l s o  as  a  R e p u b lic a n .

He enfefeeed i n t o  a d e a l  w i th  t h e  R ep u b lican s  and a g re e d  t o

su p p o r t  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d id a te s  in  th e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h

wards in  o rd e r  t o  g e t  th e  R ep u b lican  c o n g r e s s io n a l  n o m in a t io n .

In  t h e  s o l i d  D em ocratic  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  wards t h e  McAleer

v o te s  a s s u r e d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  R ep u b lican  v i c t o r i e s :

S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :

T h i r d  D i s t r i c t  (3 rd  Ward) A lphonse R ichardson  (4) 1 ,446
W illiam  u .  Reed (B) 638

F o u r th  D i s t r i c t  ( 4 th  Ward) John Moore (R) 1^603
John Donahue (D) 638

39. 1892 T o ta l s  in  n e a r e s t  h undred :

Ward H a r r is o n C lev e lan d % Dem. McAleer Ker % Dem.
(R) (D) (ID) (D)

3 11 ' 18 6 1 .0 20 9 3 0 .2
4 12 15 3 4 .9 23 4 1 4 .4
5 19 12 3 9 .2 24 5 1 8 .2
6 7 9 5 5 .6 9 7 4 5 .3

11 8 12 6 0 .6 14 5 2 8 .5
12 12 15 5 6 .9 18 8 2 9 .8
16 13 18 5 8 .7 23 7 2 3 .3
17 12 23 6 5 .5 24 10 2 8 .9

94 122 3 6 .3 155 55 2 6 .2

In  t h e  1894  campaign a  m a jo r  s h i f t  o c c u r re d  in  t h e  

v o t in g  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  o ld  r i v e r  wards when t h i s  once n o rm a lly  

D em ocra tic  s t r o n g h o ld  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  r e tu r n e d  a  R ep u b lican

39I b i d . ,  1 8 9 3 .
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m a j o r i t y  f o r  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nominee. In  f a c t ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

t u r n e d  t o  t h e  G .O .P . in  1894 and n e v e r  came back  t o  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y  th ro u g h o u t  th e  e n t i r e  Bryan e r a .  Hence, th e  

s h i f t  t o  t h e  R ep u b lican  p a r t y  a n te d a te d  t h e  Bryan t a k e - o v e r  

o f  t h e  p a r t y .  S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  h e lp  t o  e x p la in  t h i s .  The 

n a t i o n  was e x p e r ie n c in g  a  s e v e re  d e p r e s s io n  f o r  w hich  th e  

D em ocra ts ,  as t h e  n a t i o n a l  " in "  p a r t y  g o t  t h e  b lam e. The

R e p u b lican  s h i f t  o f  1894 was n a t i o n a l  i n  sco p e  and p ro b a b ly
r 4°

was more s i g n i f i c a n t  th a n  th e  g r e a t  Bryan d e f e a t  o f  1896. 

However, t h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a l s o  h e lp s  t o  e x p la in  t h e  1894 

d e f e a t .  McAleer f a i l e d  t o  win th e  n o m in a tio n  b e c a u se  o f  

t h e  e l e v e n th  h o u r  k n i f i n g  by Tommy Ryan and P e t e r  Monroe. 

Hence, t h e  McAleer s u p p o r t e r s  r e fu s e d  t o  back  D em ocratic  

nominee Jo sep h  McCullen and i n s t e a d  s u p p o r te d  R ep u b lican  

F r e d e r i c k  H alterm an f o r  C o n g ress .

The n a t i o n a l  u n r e s t  o v e r  t h e  C le v e la n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

p lu s  t h e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  McAleer Dem ocrats s p e l l e d  d e f e a t

See V. 0 .  Key, "A Theory  o f  C r i t i c a l  E l e c t i o n s "  f o r  
an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  1894 e l e c t io n .w a s  
t h e  R ep u b lican  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  1896  p r e s i ­
d e n t i a l  b a t t l e .  In  a n a ly z in g  New England D em ocra tic  v o t in g  
s t r e n g t h  Key p o i n t s  o u t t h a t  seven  o f  t h e  e i g h t  New England 
D em ocra tic  congressm en f a i l e d  t o  win r e e l e c t i o n  i n  1894 
and t h a t  t h e  two New England D em ocra tic  g o v e rn o rs  a l s o  
s u f f e r e d  d e f e a t s .  Key co n c lu d es  t h a t :  "The l u c k l e s s
W ill ia m  Je n n in g s  Bryan and th e  f r e e  s i l v e r  h e r e s y  p e rh a p s  
d id  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  a s  much as  i s  g e n e r a l l y  supposed  t o  th e  
1892 - I 896 d e c l i n e  in  New England D em ocratic  s t re n g th  ; New 
England Democrats moved in  l a r g e  numbers o v e r  t o  t h e  
R e p u b lican  ranks i n  1894." P . 1 3 .
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f o r  b o th  S i n g e r l y ,  t h e  D em ocra tic  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nominee and 

M cCullen, t h e  D em ocra tic  c o n g r e s s io n a l  nom inee. S i n g e r l y  

was a l s o  h u r t  by h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  r e g u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  p a r t y .  D e s p i te  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  th e  f a c t i o n s  t o ­

g e t h e r ,  S i n g e r l y  was s t i l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  " e s t a b l i s h m e n t ” 

o f  t h e  p a r t y .  The fo l lo w in g  summary shows th e  e x t e n t  o f  th e  

D em ocra tic  d e b a c le  o f  1 8 9 3 . McCullen l o s t  ev e ry  ward t o  

H a l te rm a n ,  w h i le  S in g e r l y  managed t o  c a r r y  th e  s e v e n te e n th  

w ard , by a  s c a n t  t h i r t y - e i g h t  v o t e s ,  h i s  o n ly  ward i n  t h e  

e n t i r e  c i t y .

1894 T o t a l s  in  n e a r e s t  h u n d re d :^1

■fa rd H a s t in g s S in g e r ly $6 Dem. McCullen % Dem. H a l t e n
( r ) (D) CD) (R)

3 14 12 4 4 .8 12 4 3 .9 15
4 ' 14 12 4 5 .0 7 2 6 .1 19
5 23 8 2 6 .2 8 2 4 .9 24
6 8 7 4 7 .1 7 4 9 .5 8

11 13 7 3 4 .4 5 2 7 .6 14
12 16 9 3 7 .2 8 3 1 .9 17
16 16 11 3 9 .9 9 3 3 .0 ■ 18
IT 16 17 5 0 .5 14 4 1 .1 19

110 33 4 2 .8 69 3 4 .2 134

A f t e r  b e in g  d e f e a t e d  by h i s  own p a r t y ,  McAleer became

even more c o o p e r a t i v e  w i th  Dave M a r t i n 's  R ep u b lican  Combine 

and in  1895 McAleer h e lp e d  to  d e f e a t  ex -G overnor P a t t i s o n  

when h e  ra n  f o r  m ayor. The ward t a l l i e s  f o r  t h e  T h i rd

^ T h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  d e r iv e d  from S m u l l 's  L e g i s l a t i v e  Hand­
book , 1 8 9 5 .-------------------------------------------- -------------- : :
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d i s t r i c t  show th e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  McAleer Democrats were
42annexed t o  t h e  R ep u b lican  Combine:

1895: E l e c t i o n  f o r  Mayor

Ward Warwick (R) P a t t i s o n  (D)

3 1 ,4 0 6  1 ,371
4 1 ,6 0 3  1 ,193
5 2 ,3 5 5  1 ,055
6 755 934

11 1 ,3 3 6  765
12  1 ,6 0 0  1 ,1 7 6
16 1 ,6 6 5  1 ,2 8 1
17 1 ,7 6 5  1 ,834

The 1896  campaign was u n iq u e  in  t h a t  i t  was t h e  on ly

campaign in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  which a  t h i r d  p a r t y  c a n d id a te

made a  s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  t o  be e l e c t e d  t o  C o n g re ss .  A f te r

McAleer announced  t h a t  he would n o t  su p p o r t  t h e  money p la n k

o f  t h e  C hicago p l a t f o r m ,  Sam Hudson announced h i s  Candidacy

a s  a  f r e e  s i l v e r  nom inee, and s u b s e q u e n t ly  p o l l e d  abou t n in e

p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  v o t e .  McAleer a g a in  worked a

d e a l  w i th  t h e  M a r t in  Combine w hich r e s u l t e d  in  h i s  e l e c t i o n

o v e r  H a l te rm a n ,  who c a r r i e d  t h e  u p p e r  German wards b u t  l o 3 t

overw helm ing ly  in  t h e  f i f t h  w ard, a  t r a d i t i o n a l  R ep u b lican

s t r o n g h o l d .  M c A le e r 's  f o r c e s ,  in  exchange f o r  R epub lican

c o n g r e s s io n a l  s u p p o r t ,  gave t h e i r  v o te s  t o  Samuel A sh b rid g e ,

t h e  M a r t in  Combine c a n d id a te  f o r  S h e r i f f .  The c u t t i n g  o f

A lex an d er  Crow in  t h e  o ld  r i v e r  w ards was n o to r io u s  as  th e
4rfo l lo w in g  v o t e  shows: J

4 2 I b i d . ,  1 8 9 6 .

^3ibid ., 1897.
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Ward

3
4
5
6 

11 
12 
16 
17

A sh b rid g e  (Rep. -  
M a r t in  Combine)

1,360  
2 ,1 7 6  
2 ,7 3 8  
1 ,0 6 4  
1 ,257  
1 ,3 0 4  •
1 ,5 0 9
1 ,710

Crow (Dem. - 
f u s io n )

1 ,4 5 0
1 ,3 3 4
1 ,0 2 6

785
779

1 ,341
1 ,4 2 8
1 ,8 4 0

In  th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  r a c e  Bryan l o s t  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  c a r r y ­

in g  o n ly  t h e  s i x t h  w ard , t h e  o n ly  ward he  won i n  t h e  e n t i r e

c i t y .  In  an e l e c t i o n  n o ta b l e  f o r  t i c k e t  s p l i t t i n g  Bryan p e r-

t h e  I r i s h  th a n  t h e  German m 

1876  T o t a l s  in  f u l l  am ounts:

formed b e t t e r  in  t h e  I r i s h  th a n  t h e  German n e ig h b o rh o o d s .
44

3
4
5
6 

11 
12 
16 
17

Ward McKinley P alm er Bryan % Dem
..CHT f J ) ' • (D)

3 1 ,5 6 6 22 1 ,3 2 9 4 5 .5
4 1 ,763 18 1 ,7 5 5 4 9 .6
5 2 ,7 3 5 46 1 ,0 3 7 2 7 .1
6 865 26 988 5 2 .6

11 1 ,225 13 809 3 9 .5
12 1 ,707 52 948 3 5 .0
16 1 ,957 36 1 ,077 3 5 .0
17 1,981 40 1 ,6 3 6 4 4 .7

13 ,799 253 9 ,5 7 9 4 0 .5

Ward Hudson McAleer $  Dem. H alte ]
(PS) (D) (R)

399
222
217
131
157
197
328
473

982
2 ,4 1 9
1 ,543
1,101
1 ,0 5 6

958
1,186
1 ,4 1 0

3 4 .3
68.6
5 4 .8  
5 9 .2
51.8 
3 6 .1  
38 .8  
3 9 .9

2 ,0 6 4 11 ,655  5 0 .0

1 ,4 8 2
881

1 ,0 5 3
627
822

1 ,501
1 ,540
1 ,6 5 0

9 ,5 5 6

44I b id .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



3 2 2

M cA leer 's  c o n t in u e d  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  

R ep u b lican s  p a id  him handsome d iv id e n d s .  In  1898  he go t 

t h e  R epub lican  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  D em ocratic  n om ina tion  f o r  

C ongress ,  b u t  l i t t l e  d id  he r e a l i z e  t h a t  in  two s h o r t  y e a r s  

h i s  R epub lican  " f r i e n d s "  would t u r n  a d e a f  e a r  t o  h i s  f u tu r e  

p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t io n s .  In  ev ery  ward In  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  McAleer 

p o l l e d  more R epub lican  th a n  D em ocratic  v o t e s ,  w h i le  J e n k s ,  

t h e  D em ocra tic  c a n d id a te  f o r  g o v e rn o r ,  c a r r i e d  on ly  th e  

f o u r t h  and s i x t h  w ard s .

1898  T o t a l s  in  n e a r e s t  hundred

% 1°
Ward S to n e

(? )
Swallow

(P)
Jenks

(D)
Dem. McAleer

(D)
Dem. McAleer

(R)
Marsh

(P)

3 15 1 8 3 5 .0 6 2 5 .6 16 1
4 11 X 16 5 8 .0 12 46 .1 14 X
5 28 1 5 1 5 .7 5 1 4 .5 28 X
6 6 1 8 5 1 .9 7 4 6 .5 7 X

11 14 1 3 1 6 .7 3 1 5 .8 14 X
12 14 1 7 3 2 .0 6 2 8 .8 15 1
16 16 1 6 2 5 .O 5 2 2 .9 17 X
17 15 1 11 4 0 .9 _ 8 3 0 .6 18 1

119 7 65 3 3 .9 52 2 8 .0 131 2

x = u n d e r  100

S in c e  t h e  o ld  R a n d a ll  d i s t r i c t  jo in e d  th e  ran k s  o f  t h e  

R ep u b lican  p a r t y ,  i t  no lo n g e r  needed t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a 

su p e ra n n u a te d  D em ocrat. So, in  1900 McAleer was c u t  by th e  

R e p u b l ic a n s .  He com plained  b i t t e r l y  when " L i t t l e  C aesar"  

A sh b rid g e ,  an o ld  c rony  and a l l y ,  ran  B u r k 's  campaign f o r  

C o n g ress .  M cA leer 's  p r o t e s t  was j u s t i f i a b l e  b e c a u se  Mayor

45 I b i d . ,  1 8 9 9 :
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46A s h b r id g e 's  u s e  o f  th e  p o l i c e  c o s t  him many v o t e s .  I t  i s  

im p o s s ib le  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  o r  no t i t  c o s t  him th e  

e l e c t i o n .  I t  p ro b a b ly  d id  no t b e c a u se  t h e  d i s t r i c t  had 

a l r e a d y  become R epub lican  and even though  McAleer com plained  

b i t t e r l y ,  he  dropped  h i s  p la n s  t o  c o n t e s t  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  In 

1900 McAleer c a r r i e d  o n ly  th e  s i x t h  and s e v e n te e n th  wards 

w h i le  Bryan c a r r i e d  on ly  th e  s i x t h .  By 1900 th e  o ld  R an d a ll  

D em ocra tic  s t r o n g h o ld  had d i s i n t e g r a t e d .
471900 T o t a l s  in  n e a r e s t  hu n d red : 1

Ward McKinley Bryan $  Dem. McAleer % Dem. Burk
(R) (D) (D) (R)

3 17 10 3 5 .3 9 3 8 .2 16
4 17 11 4 0 .1 12 4 4 .7 16
5 20 8 39 .3 10 4 5 .2 16
6 8 11 5 8 .9 12 6 6 .4 6

11 14 5 2 8 .0 6 3 1 .8 13
12 16 8 34 .3 11 4 8 .0 13
16 19 10 34 .2 12 4 6 .1 16
17 19 16 4 4 .7 17 5 4 .7 16

129 75 36 .7 91 4 7 .0 111

In  a d d i t i o n to  th e n a t i o n a l i s s u e s o f  th e t a r i f f  i

f r e e  s i l v e r  and th e  s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  w ran g les  o f  t h e  p a r t y  

f a c t i o n s ,  t h e  e t h n o c u l t u r a l  s h i f t s  a l s o  h e lp  t o  e x p la in  th e  

l o s s  o f  D em ocra tic  s t r e n g t h  in  t h e  t h i r d  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

d i s t r i c t .

^ c .  R. W oodruff ,  op . c i t . ,  p p .  198-199 .

^ T h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  d e r iv e d  from S m u l l 's  L e g i s l a t i v e  Hand­
b ook , 1 9 0 1 .
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T hroughout t h e  8 0 's  t h e  I r i s h  and Germans s tro n g ly -  

f a v o re d  t h e  D em ocra ts .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  th e  D em ocrats ,  

t h e s e  two groups worked h a rm o n io u s ly  t o g e t h e r  u n d e r  R a n d a l l ' s  

l e a d e r s h i p .  Such was n o t  t h e  c a s e  in  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  9 0 ' s .  

Though t h e  I r i s h  and Germans were n o t  h o s t i l e ,  t h e y  began 

t o  d iv id e  o v e r  th e  c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  ..in 1 8 9 0 . In  

t h e  Vaux-McAleer e l e c t i o n  most o f  t h e  I r i s h  s u p p o r te d  McAleer 

a s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  from th e  lo w er  wards so c l e a r l y  i n d i ­

c a t e .  Vaux, on t h e  o t h e r  hand , a p p e a le d  more t o  t h e  Germans 

a s  shown by h i s  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  u p p e r  w ards .  A lthough  t h e r e  

was no b lo c  v o t i n g ,  t h e  1890  e l e c t i o n  was th e  b e g in n in g  o f  

t h e  I r ish -G erm an  s p l i t .  I t  s h o u ld  be n o te d ,  how ever, t h a t  

McAleer d id  c a r r y  D i t tm a n n 's  s e v e n te e n th  ward w i th  i t s  

l a r g e  German p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i le  Vaux c a r r i e d  Tommy R y an 's  

s i x t h ,  an I r i s h  w ard . However, th ro u g h o u t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

most I r i s h  s u p p o r te d  M cAleer and most Germans backed  Vaux.

The b ig  b o o s t  f o r  German v o t e r s  came in  1894 when th e  

R e p u b lican s  e l e c t e d  F red  H alte rm an  t o  Congress o v e r  Joseph  

M cCullen. H alterm an  was e x t re m e ly  p o p u la r  w i th  t h e  Germans, 

b u t  h i s  e l e c t i o n  was made p o s s i b l e  by a s p l i t  o f  t h e  I r i s h  

v o te .  When th e  McAleer Dem ocrats c u t  McCullen in  f a v o r  o f  

H alterm an th e y  to o k  ab o u t  h a l f  o f  M cC u llen 's  p o t e n t i a l  v o te s  

in  th e  d i s t r i c t .

In  t h e  1894 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e  S in g e r ly  l o s t  more 

h e a v i ly  i n  t h e  I r i s h  th a n  th e  German w ards , b u t  in  t h e
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p r e s i d e n t i a l  r a c e  o f  1896  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was r e v e r s e d .  Bryan 

d id  b e t t e r  in  t h e  I r i s h  wards b u t  l o s t  h e a v i l y  in  t h e  German 

w ard s .  I n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  Bryan a l s o  f a i l e d  

t o  c a r r y  t h e  norm al German D em ocra tic  v o t e .  S t a n l e y  L.

Jones in  The P r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n  o f  1896  o b se rv e s  t h a t  "

" . . . i n  b o th  t h e  u rb an  and r u r a l  a r e a s  . . . among German 

v o t e r s  t h e r e  was a  d e c i s i v e  s h i f t  from t h e  D em ocratic  t o  

t h e  R e p u b lic a n  p a r t y . ” Jones s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Germans were
h O

” . . . r e p e l l e d  by t h e  D em ocra tic  f i n a n c i a l  p ro g ra m .” In  

th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  t h e  German s h i f t  was a l s o  e v i d e n t .  In  

f a c t ,  1892  was t h e  l a s t  t im e  ( in  t h e  1 8 8 0 -1 9 1 0  p e r io d )  t h a t
49

t h e  German w ards went D em ocra tic  i n  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  change  among t h e  Germans, 

t h e  d i s t r i c t  e x p e r ie n c e d  p ro fo u n d  p o p u la t io n  s h i f t s  d u r in g  

t h e  9 0 ' s .  The I r i s h  moved ou t o f  t h e  lo w e r  wards a s  t h e  

I t a l i a n s  and R u ss ia n  Jews moved i n .  T h e re  was a  g r e a t  c u l ­

t u r a l  u p h e a v a l  i n  t h e  o ld  R a n d a l l  d i s t r i c t  w hich e x p l a i n s ,  

in  p a r t ,  why t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  d id  n o t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  new 

im m ig ra n ts .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  and

^ S t a n l e y  L. J o n e s ,  The P r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n  o f  1896 , 
p .  345.

^9A r e c e n t  s tu d y  by R ich a rd  J .  J e n se n  e n t i t l e d  "The 
Winning o f  t h e  M id-W est: A S o c i a l  H i s to r y  o f  M idw estern
E l e c t i o n s ” f u r t h e r  documents t h e  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  Jones  r e ­
g a rd in g  t h e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Germ ans. In  a n a ly z in g  t h e  
Chicago v o te  o f  1896  J e n se n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  75$ o f  th e  
Germans v o te d  f o r  McKinley w h i le  90$ o f  t h e  I r i s h  v o te d  
f o r  B ry a n .  P . 3 4 l f f .
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p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  i s  a  deep s e a t e d  one as  Samuel L u b e l l  

p o i n t s  o u t :

E th n ic  g roups  do n o t  now— i f  e v e r  th e y  d i d — 
a c t  s im p ly  a s  c o h e s iv e  v o t in g  b l o c s .  Rather., 
t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  i s  e x e r t e d  th ro u g h  common 
g roup  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  th ro u g h  th e  e f f e c t  o f  
common a n te c e d e n t s  and c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  
w hich  e n a b le  them t o  view d e v e lo p in g  i s s u e s  
from  a common p o i n t  o f  v iew . 30

I f  B en so n ’s  n e g a t iv e  r e f e r e n c e  th e o r y  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  s h i f t s  in  t h e  t h i r d  d i s t r i c t ,  i t  i s  p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  

t h e  p o o r  Jews and p o o r  I t a l i a n s  w ere n o t a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  

p a r t y  o f  t h e  p o o r  I r i s h .  The C a th o l i c  Church, dom ina ted  by 

t h e  I r i s h  h i e r a r c h y  and t h e  I r i s h  p r i e s t s  was enough t o  r e p e l  

t h e  I t a l i a n s  from i d e n t i f y i n g  w i th  t h e  I r i s h  D em ocra tic  

p a r t y .  Even though  I t a l i a n  work was done a t  I r i s h  S .  P a u l ' s  

i n  1 8 9 3 , t h e  I t a l i a n s  c o u ld  n o t b e  happy in  an I r i s h  p a r i s h ;  

so  th e y  founded Our Lady o f  Good C ounse l in  1897. I t  was 

i n  t h e  T h i r d  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  t h e  I t a l i a n s  gave v i s i b l e  s ig n s  

o f  t h e i r  u n w i l l in g n e s s  o f  a s s o c i a t i n g  w i th  t h e  I r i s h .  Hence, 

when t h e  I t a l i a n s  began t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  f r a n c h i s e ,  th e y  

v o te d  f o r  t h e  R e p u b l ic a n s .

N e i th e r  were th e  R u ss ian  Jews a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y .  They a l s o  r e a c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  I r i s h .  Lawrence

H. Fuchs in  The P o l i t i c a l  B e h a v io r  o f  American Jews^1 p o i n t s  

o u t  t h a t  in  New York C i ty  t h e  E a s te r n  European Jews became

5°Samuel L u b e l l ,  " P o l i t i c a l  B e h a v io r  o f  E th n ic  G roups ,"  
quo ted  from  Nathan G la z e r  and D a n ie l  P a t r i c k  M oynihan,
Beyond t h e  M e lt in g  P o t , p .  168.

5^-See Lawrence H. F uchs , The P o l i t i c a l  B e h a v io r  o f  
American Jews, p p .  4 4 -7 ;  31; 124-125 .
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e i t h e r  R e p u b lican s  o r  s o c i a l i s t s , and had no a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i th  t h e  I r i s h  Dem ocratic  p a r t y .  In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  th e  

R u ss ian  Jews shunned b o th  th e  Democrats and s o c i a l i s t s  and 

became R ep u b lican s  as  th e  v o t in g  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  new Jew ish  

wards so c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e .

The C i ty  C o n s id e red

The c i t y - w id e  lo s s e s  o f  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  were j u s t  

a s  s e v e re  as  t h e  lo s s e s  in  t h e  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t .  In  th e  

1890  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e  th e  Democrats managed to  c a r r y  t h r e e  

wards o u t s i d e  th e  t h i r d  d i s t r i c t ,  and in  1892  C lev e lan d  

c a r r i e d  one ward o u t s id e  d i s t r i c t  t h r e e .  A f t e r  1892 , no 

wards o u t s i d e  th e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t  were c a r r i e d  by a  Demo­

c r a t i c  p r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d id a te .  The fo l lo w ­

in g  t a b l e  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  s o r r y  s t a t e  t o  which th e  Democrats 

d e c l in e d  in  t h e  9 0 ' s .

D em ocratic  Wards

P a t t i s o n  C le v e la n d  S ig g e r ly  Bryan Jenks Bryan
1890  1892 I 894  1896 1898  1900

( 2 ) ( 2)
3 3
4 4 4
6 6 6 6 6

11 11
12 12
16 16
17 17 17

i s
10 8 1 1 2  1

( ) = O u ts id e  D i s t r i c t  I I I
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The second ward, l i k e  th e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h ,  was i n ­

h a b i t e d  by th e  working c l a s s .  The t w e n t y - f i f t h  ward was 

p r i m a r i l y  a  m i l l  d i s t r i c t  a n d , s t r e t c h e d  a lo n g  th e  D elaw are 

R iv e r  from L ehigh  Avenue t o  F r a n k f o r t  C reek . The p o p u la t io n  

was composed m o s tly  o f  w orkers  o f  I r i s h  and German d e s c e n t .  

The t h i r t y - f o u r t h  w ard, c r e a t e d  from th e  t w e n ty - f o u r th  in  

188 9 , was a  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t io n  l o c a t e d  in  West P h i l a d e l p h i a .

When th e  I r i s h  and Germans moved o u t  o f  th e  r i v e r  wards 

t o  more commodious homes i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  c i t y ,  th e y  

made no s i g n i f i c a n t  change in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h e i r  new n e ig h b o rh o o d s .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  D em ocratic  s t r e n g t h  

d e c l in e d  in  every  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  a f t e r  18 9 2 . U n l ik e  

t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  t h e  new im m igran ts  coming, i n t o  t h e  

r i v e r  w ards were n o t  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  D em ocratic  p a r t y .

Y et th e y  were p a r t  o f  t h e  same lo w e r ,  w orking c l a s s  economic 

g ro u p .  Nor can b a l l o t  f r a u d  o r  o t h e r  forms o f  d i s h o n e s t  

v o t in g  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  

Democracy. The c ry  o f  f r a u d u le n t  v o t in g  was g r e a t l y  

e x a g g e r a te d .  In  1896 Hudson and H alterm an p r o t e s t e d  f r a u d u ­

l e n t  p r a c t i c e s  by McAleer i n  t h e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  

p r e s s e d  c h a r g e s .  In  1900 McAleer announced t h a t  he was go ing  

t o  c o n t e s t  B u rk 's  e l e c t i o n  b u t  n e v e r  p r e s s e d  c h a r g e s ,  M att 

Quay p ro b a b ly  gave th e  most a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  con­

tem p o ra ry  v o t in g  s i t u a t i o n ,  when he  s a id :

D o u b t le ss  f r a u d s  a r e  com m itted in  t h e  c i t y  
o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  as  e lse w h e re  in  g r e a t  c e n t r e s  
o f  p o p u la t io n ,  b u t  no san e  man w i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
th e y  o b ta in  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t
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t h a n  e lse w h e re  u n d er  l i k e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o r
t o  an e x t e n t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e f f e c t  g r e a t  r e s u l t s .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p e r c e iv e  any m o tiv e  f o r  such  
c r im e s .  No b a l l o t  law can be d e v is e d  which 
w i l l  c o n v e r t  a  m in o r i ty  i n t o  a  m a j o r i t y ,  and 
no b a l l o t  law can be d e v is e d  w hich w i l l  make 
P e n n s y lv a n ia  a  D em ocratic  S t a t e ,  o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
a D em ocra tic  c i t y .  52

F i n a l l y ,  two g r e a t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  o c c u r re d  in  t h e  decade  

o f  th e  9 0 ' s  w hich a f f e c t e d  t re m e n d o u s ly  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  F i r s t ,  a t  t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  

l e v e l ,  i n  1894 th e  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  a  d e b i l i t a t i n g  l o s s  o f  

v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  which c r i p p l e d  i t  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r io d  

( th ro u g h  1 9 1 0 ) .  Second, a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l ,  t h e  l o s s  

o f  t h e  b lu e  b lo o d s  and m id d le - c l a s s  P r o t e s t a n t  l e a d e r s  in  

1896  e f f e c t i v e l y  made t h e  p a r t y  a p red o m in an t I r i s h  o r g a n iz a ­

t i o n .  T hese  two f a c t o r s  to g e th e r-  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b e g in n in g s  

o f  t h e  d ra m a t ic  d e c l i n e  o f  a  once v i t a l  m in o r i t y  f o r c e  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a .

D e s c r ip t i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t  T h r e e : 1900-1910

The o ld  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t  changed g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  and 

p o l i t i c a l l y  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  decade  o f  t h e  new c e n tu r y .  The 

c o n g r e s s io n a l  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  o f  1902  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  a d d i t i o n  

o f  t h r e e  new w ard s :  t h e  seco n d ,  e i g h t e e n t h ,  and n i n e t e e n t h .

The se c o n d ,  which to u ch ed  th e  r i v e r  and was a d j a c e n t  t o  th e  

t h i r d  w ard , ra n  from C h r i s t i a n  t o  Wharton S t r e e t  (N o rth -  

Sou th )  and from th e  r i v e r  to  B road S t r e e t  (E a s t -W e s t ) .  These 

a d d i t i o n s  in  1902  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  o n ly  g e o g ra p h ic  changes in

^^Matthew S ta n le y  Quay, P e n n s y lv a n ia  P o l i t i c s , p .  15 
(Speech  a t  West C h e s te r ,  1 O c to b e r ,  1 9 0 0 ) .
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R a n d a l l ' s  o ld  d i s t r i c t .  B ut t h e  c o n t in u e d  p o l i t i c a l  s h i f t s  

in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  were even more s i g n i f i c a n t  as  we s h a l l  s e e  

s u b s e q u e n t ly .

The a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  new wards doub led  t h e
53p o p u la t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  t h e  fo l lo w in g  i n d i c a t e s :

1900 1910

(1 2 th  Census) (1 3 th  Census)
Ward

2 40,536
3 2 4 ,6 9 3  25/747
4  2 2 ,5 6 2  2 2 ,3 1 6
5 1 6 ,8 6 8  1 7 ,0 0 6
6 8 ,0 4 2  6 ,374

11 1 1 ,843  11 ,619
12 1 3 ,8 5 0  15 ,152
16 1 5 ,7 8 8  16 ,175
17 1 7 ,9 0 8  i f , 848
18  27 ,134
19    52 ,283

1 30 ,554  251 ,917

W hile  t h e  o ld  wards in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  showed l i t t l e  s i g n  o f  

p o p u la t i o n  g ro w th , th e  p o p u la t i o n  in  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  i n ­

c r e a s e d  by 1 9 .7 $  and c lim b ed  t o  1 ,5 4 9 ,0 0 8  in  1910 a s  con­

t r a s t e d  w i th  1 , 2 9 3 ,6 9 7  r e c o rd e d  in  1 9 0 0 .

I n  e v e ry  ward in  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  e x c e p t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h ,  

t h e  f o r e i g n  bo rn  p o p u la t io n  i n c r e a s e d .  In  1910, t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  s t i l l  had th e  h i g h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  low income 

i n h a b i t a n t s  a s  d e m o n s tra te d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no a d d i t i o n a l  

h o u ses  w ere b u i l t  ( t h e r e  was no sp a c e  t o  b u i l d )  a t  a  t im e

5 3 u .S . Census R e p o r ts  (1900) V o l.  I ,  P a r t  1 , p .  6 3 9 ; 
U .S .  Census R e p o r ts  (1910) V o l .  I l l ,  p p .  6 0 5 -6 0 6 .
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when t h e  p o p u la t io n  i n c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  in  t h e  lo w e r  w ards 

and rem ained  j u s t  a b o u t  th e  same in  t h e  up p er  w a r d s . The 

fo l lo w in g  c h a r t  shows t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  had a d i s p r o p o r t i o n ­

a t e l y  h ig h  im m igrant p o p u l a t i o n .  The c i t y  im m igran t popu­

l a t i o n  o f  383*000 c o n s t i t u t e d  t w e n ty - f iv e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  

e n t i r e  c i t y  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  in  th e  t h i r d  c o n g r e s s io n a l  

d i s t r i c t  o v e r  f o r ty - tw o  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w ere  

f o r e ig n  b o rn .  In  s i x  o f  t h e  e le v e n  wards in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

(2 , 3 , 4 ,  5* 11* and 1 2 ) o v e r  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d w e l l e r s  

were o f  f o r e i g n  b i r t h .

Comparison o f  t h e  F o re ig n  Born P o p u la t io n  
f o r  t h e  Wards in  t h e  T h i rd  C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t  

f o r  t h e  Y ears  1900 and i9 iO .-54~

1900 (1 2 th  C ensus) 1910 ( 13t h  Census)
( f i g u r e s  rounded  t o  n e a r e s t  th o u san d )

Ward
T o t a l

Pop.
F o re ig n  $  o f  F o r .  

Born Born
T o t a l

Pop.
F o re ig n

Born
$ o f  F o r  

Born

2 35 16 45$ 41 22 53$
3 25 12 48 26 14 53
4 23 11 47 22 11 50
5 17 7 41 17 8 47
6 8 3 37 6 3 50

11 12 5 41 12 6 50
12 13 5 39 15 8 53
16 16 5 31 16 7 43
17 18 5 27 17 7 41
18 30 5 16 27 9 33
19 55 13 23 52 12 23

The Census o f  1910  ( 13 t h )  f o r  th e f i r s t t im e  enum era ted  by

ward th e  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  f o r e ig n  born  f o r  t h e  m a jo r  

c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  can be  d e te rm in e d  a c c u r a t e l y  what

54I b i d .
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e t h n i c  g ro u p s  o c c u p ie d  t h e  v a r io u s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  

o f  t h e  c i t y  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .

The s t a t i s t i c s  in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  c h a r t  co n firm  th e  

e a r l i e r  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  i n f l u x  o f  I t a l i a n s  and R ussian  Jews 

i n t o  t h e  T h i rd  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .  F o r ty  p e r  c e n t  o f  

a l l  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  R u ss ian s  l i v e d  in  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ;  and 

o v e r  tw e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  R u ss ian s  in  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  l i v e d  in  th e  seco n d ,  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h  and f i f t h  

wards o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Over f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  P h i l a ­

d e l p h i a  I t a l i a n s  l i v e d  in  t h e  lo w er  wards o f  t h e  t h i r d  

d i s t r i c t .

D i s t r i c t  T hree  F o re ig n  P e r c e n ta g e s : 1910

(Combined p e r c e n ta g e  o f  f o r e ig n e r s  
and second  g e n e r a t io n  f o r e i g n e r s . )

Ward R u ss ia n s  I t a l i a n s

2 36.5 48.7
3 30.7 34.6
4 36.3 27.2
5 47.0 U
6. 33.3 u

11 33.3 u
12 33.3 u
16 18.7 u
17 17.6 u
18 7.40 u
19 1.92 TJ

N.B. "U" = u n d e r  one p e r  c e n t

The s i x t h  ward had two un iq u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  I t  was

t h e  o n ly  D em ocra tic  ward in  t h e  whole c i t y  d u r in g  t h i s  decade , 

and i t  had th e  s m a l l e s t  p o p u la t io n  o f  any ward in  t h e  t h i r d  

d i s t r i c t .  The f o r e i g n  born  p o p u la t io n  in  Tommy R y an 's  s i x t h
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amounted t o  f o r ty - o n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l .  But th e  most 

s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  was t h a t  in  t h i s  t h i n l y  p o p u la te d  ward 

t h e r e  w ere  o v e r  1 ,500  R u s s ia n s ,  who c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  

group o f  f o r e ig n  born  and com prised  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  

t h e  ward p o p u la t i o n .

By 1910 P h i l a d e l p h i a  Negores had moved o u t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  

wards t o  b e t t e r  homes w est o f  Broad S t r e e t  and s o u th  o f 

S ou th  S t r e e t ,  and t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s  in  t h e  c i t y ,  l i k e  German­

town. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n  in  d i s t r i c t  t h r e e  

d e c l in e d  d r a m a t i c a l ly  d u r in g  t h i s  d ecad e .  In  1910, t h e  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  o f  b la c k s  in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  d e c l in e d  t o  two p e r  c e n t  

as  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  a  decade  e a r l i e r .  Over 

t w o - th i r d s  o f  t h e  Negro p o p u la t io n  in  th e  d i s t r i c t  was con­

c e n t r a t e d  in  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  w ard s ,  w ards which a l s o  

had l a r g e  I t a l i a n  and R u ss ian  p o p u l a t i o n s .
55B la c k  P o p u la t io n  in  h u n d re d s :

Ward 1900 1910

2 X 7
3 17 15
4 29 26
5 13 7
6 1 U

11 u 1
12 3 3
16 1 U
17 1 2
18 X U
19 X

65 o r  5$

2

61

X = n o t  in  d i s t r i c t  
U = u n d e r  100

5 5 i b i d .
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The Problem  o f  F ra u d u le n t  V o ting

The v a r io u s  v o t in g  refo rm  m e a su re rs  e n a c te d  by th e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  in  t h e  w in t e r  o f  1906 p u t  an end t o  t h e  f l a g r a n t  

f r a u d u l e n t  v o t in g  p r a c t i c e s  ab o u t which th e  r e fo rm e rs  had 

h a ra n g u e d .  The e l e c t i o n  re fo rm s o f  1906  a l s o  ended th e  

monotonous excuse  so  f r e q u e n t l y  o f f e r e d  by th e  Democrats 

f o r  t h e i r  p o o r  show ing. As p o in te d  o u t e a r l i e r ,  t h e  1906  

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  was h a i l e d  by P h i l a d e lp h i a  r e fo rm e rs  

a s  b e in g  c le a n  and h o n e s t .  In  n e i t h e r  t h e  1908 n o r  1910 

e l e c t i o n s  were any s e r io u s  co n cern s  a b o u t  f r a u d u le n t  

p r a c t i c e s  r e c o rd e d .  Hence, we can assume t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  

o f  1 9 0 6 , 190 8 , and 1910  were h o n e s t ly  conduc ted  and t h a t  

t h e  v o t in g  r e s u l t s  were a c c u r a t e .

Only one p rob lem  r e s u l t e d  from th e  new l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  

1906  and t h a t  grew o u t o f  t h e  new U niform  P rim ary  A c t .  The 

new a c t  d id  n o t  p r o h i b i t  members o f  a  p a r t y  t o  c r o s s  ov er  

t o  v o te  f o r  th e  c a n d id a te s  o f  an opposing  p a r t y .  The 

Machine boys  soon cau g h t o n to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  v e ry  

e a s i l y  m a n ip u la te  any m in o r i ty  o r  re fo rm  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a .  In  t h e  1910 p r im a r i e s  t h e  R e p u b lican s  managed t o  con­

t r o l  s e v e r a l  C i ty  P a r ty  n o m in a tio n s  as  th e y  had in  th e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y  n o m in a tio n s  o f  1 9 0 8 . T h e re f o re ,  in  1910j 

a  new p a r t y  c a l l e d  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  P a r ty  was q u ic k ly  

o rg a n iz e d  by th e  re fo rm e rs  so  t h a t  in d e p e n d e n t  c a n d id a te s  

c o u ld  be e n te r e d  i n  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  

where t h e  R ep u b lican s  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  C i ty  P a r ty .
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The P e r s o n a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act o f  1906, e f f e c t i v e l y  

ended t h e  p ad d in g  o f  v o t e r s '  l i s t s .  Padding  th e  a s s e s s o r s '  

v o t in g  l i s t s  E o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  most f l a g r a n t  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o f  

t h e  b a l l o t  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  In  December, 1902, t h e  l i s t  o f  

e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  c lim bed  t o  th e  a b s u r d ly  h ig h  f i g u r e  o f

3 7 0 .0 0 0 .  The one t o  f i v e  r a t i o  o f  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  t o  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  would h av e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p u t  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  popu­

l a t i o n  a t  1 , 8 5 0 ,0 0 0  r a t h e r  th a n  i t s  r e a l  p o p u la t io n  o f
56

1 .3 0 0 .0 0 0 .  Based  on t h e  1900 p o p u la t io n  t h e  number o f  

v o t e r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  sh o u ld  have  been  2 5 8 ,0 0 0 .  Hence, 

f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1902  and 1904 a b o u t  1 1 2 ,0 0 0  i l l e g a l  

names w ere  p u t  on t h e  v o t in g  l i s t s .  The f o l lo w in g  shows 

t h e  number o f  v o te s  c a s t  in  t h e  1902  and 1904 e l e c t i o n s  in  

t h e  c i t y : 5T

1902 (G overnor) $  o f  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  who
c a s t  b a l l o t s ,  b a se d  on a 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  3 7 0 ,0 0 0

P enn y p ack er  (r ) 171 ,003
P a t t i s o n  (D) 7 4 ,0 0 6  64$

245 ,009

1904 ( P r e s i d e n t )

R o o s e v e l t  (R) 227 ,809
P a r k e r  (d ) 4 6 ,875  74$

27 4 ,684

^ R u d o lp h  B lan k en b u rg ,  " F o r ty  Y ears  in  t h e  W i ld e r n e s s ,"  
A ren a , May 1905* V o l.  33* p . . 459.

5?The f i g u r e s  a r e  d e r iv e d  from S m u l l 's  L e g i s l a t i v e  Hand­
book, 1903, 1905.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



336

An ex a m in a tio n  o f  th e  v o t in g  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  

f o r  t h e  same e l e c t i o n s  shows t h e  fo l lo w in g  d i s p a r i t i e s :

C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t  T hree

1902

P en nypacker  (R) 
P a t t i s o n  (D)

1904

R o o s e v e l t  (R) 
P a r k e r  (D)

3 6 ,024
11 ,447

4 7 ,471

4 1 ,498
8,293

4 9 ,791

N.B. P o p u la t io n :  247 ,000

U sing  th e  1-5  r a t i o  th e  
number o f  e l i g i b l e  v o te r s  
s h o u ld  have been  4 9 ,0 0 0 .  
Assuming t h e r e  w ere  49 ,000  
e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  who c a s t  
b a l l o t s  t h e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  
v o t e r s  would be :

9601

10001

T h e r e f o r e ,  in  t h e  T h ird  d i s t r i c t  i f  th e  a v e ra g e  c i t y  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  o f  v o t e r s  i s  a p p l i e d ,  t h e  v o te  in  1902 sh o u ld  have 

t o t a l e d  3 1 ,3 6 0  and in  1904, 3 6 , 3 6 0 . T hus , t h e r e  were 

a p p ro x im a te ly  1 6 ,0 0 0  i l l e g a l  v o te s  c a s t  i n  1902  and 1 3 ,0 0 0  

i l l e g a l  v o te s  c a s t  in  1904 in  t h e  T h ird  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t ,  

The fo l lo w in g  t a b l e  f o r  th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t  shows th e  p r e ­

v a le n c e  o f  v o te  p a d d in g .  Only t h e  second  ward shows an 

a c c e p ta b ly  c le a n  r e c o rd  compared t o  th e  s c a n d a lo u s  r e c o rd s  o f  

t h e  R ep u b lican  f i f t h  ward and D em ocra tic  s i x t h  ward.
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C o n g re s s io n a l  D i s t r i c t  T h ree  
( f i g u r e s  in  n e a r e s t  th o u san d )

( 1 ) ( 2 ) (3) (4) (5) (6 )

E l i g i b l e 1902 V ote sh o u ld 1904 V ote  sh o u ld
/a rd Pop. V o te rs v o te s hav e  been v o te s have  been

1 -5  R atio c a s t 64# o f  Col.2 c a s t 74# o f  Col. 2

2 35 7 .0 4 .4 4 .4 5 .1 5 .2
3 25 5 .0 4 .0 3 .2 4 .0 3 .7
4 23 4 .6 3 .8 2 .9 4 .0 2 .9
5 17 3 .4 5 .5 2 .2 3 .7 2 .5
6 8 1 .6 2 .1 1 .0 1 .9 1 .2

11 12 2 .4 2 .4 1 .5 3 .0 1 .8
12 13 2 .6 2 .7 1 .7 2 .7 1 .9
16 16 3 .2 2 .9 2 .0 3 .1 2 .4
17 18 3 .6 3 .2 2 .3 3 .4 2 .7
18 30 6 .0 5 .9 3 .8 6 .3 4 .4
19 55 1 1 .0 1 0 .0 7 .0 12 .5 8 .1

When t h e  P e r s o n a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act o f  1906 became 

e f f e c t i v e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in  P h i l a d e lp h ia  w ere a l l  

p u t  on an e q u a l  f o o t i n g  f o r  t h e  c o m p e t i t io n  o f  v o te s  in  th e  

c i t y .  W hile  t h e  p o p u la t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  in c r e a s e d  d u r in g  t h i s  

p e r i o d ,  t h e  number o f  v o te s  c a s t  d e c re a s e d  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  

d e l e t i o n  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  i l l e g a l  names from th e  v o t in g  l i s t s . 

The f o l lo w in g  f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  im pact o f  t h i s  new a c t  f o r  

t h e  1 9 0 2 -1 9 1 0  p e r i o d .

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



338

1902

1904

1906

1908

1910

The most s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  in  t h e  in n o v a t io n  o f  t h e  h o n e s t  

b a l l o t  i s  t h a t  th e  Democrats d id  no b e t t e r  a f t e r  t h e  enac tm en t 

o f  th e  P e r s o n a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  A c t .  Though t h e  R ep u b lican  v o te  

d e c l i n e d , t h e  D em ocratic  v o te  d id  n o t  i n c r e a s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .

V o tin g  S t r e n g t h  in  D i s t r i c t  T h r e e : 190 0 -j.910

An ex am in a tio n  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  

f o r  th e  f i r s t  decade  o f  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y  on ly  r e v e a l s  

th e  m agnitude o f  t h e  decadence  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  The 

p a r ty  a c t u a l l y  had no s t r e n g t h  a t  a l l  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  f o r  

on ly  t h e  s m a l l ,  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  s i x t h  ward c o n t r o l l e d  by Tommy

58 I b l d t , 1903, 1905, 1907, 1909, 1911.

Number o f  V otes C a s t ,  1902-1910 ( in  th o u san d s
( P r e s i d e n t i a l and G u b e r n a to r i a l  E l e c t io n s )

The C i ty
C o n g re s s io n a l  
D i s t r i c t  I I I

P ennypacker (R) 171 36
P a t t i s o n  (D) 74 11

245. 47

R o o se v e l t  (r ) 228 41
P a r k e r  (D) 47 8

275 49

S t u a r t  ( r ) 127 22
Emery (D+LR) _9.2 11

218 33

T a f t  (R) 185 26
Bryan (D) -1 5 10

260 36

T e n e r  (R) 130 23
Grim (D) 16 5
B e rry  (K) 86 8

233 36

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



339

Ryan c o u ld  be c l a s s i f i e d  as  a  D em ocratic  w ard. When t h e  o ld  

t h i r d  d i s t r i c t  i s  examined t h e  more s i g n i f i c a n t  q u e s t io n  t o  

a s k  i s :  Where were th e  Democrats l e s s  weak r a t h e r  th a n

w here th e y  were s t ro n g ?

In  fo c u s in g  upon th e  T h i rd  d i s t r i c t ,  we can g e t  some 

c lu e s  r e g a rd in g  p a t t e r n s  o f  e t h n i c  v o t i n g .  The f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  

Dem ocrats t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  new im m ig ran ts ,  t h e  R ussian  Jews and 

I t a l i a n  C a t h o l i c s ,  s ta n d s  o u t  in  b o ld  r e l i e f  a s  one o f  th e  

most im p o r ta n t  v o t in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  In  

t h e  lo w er  wards t h e  f o r e ig n  born  p o p u la t io n  av erag ed  f i f t y  

p e r  c e n t  w h ile  t h e  number o f  second  g e n e r a t io n  f o r e i g n e r s  

a v e ra g e d  tw e n ty - f iv e  p e r  c e n t .  An overwhelming f o r e ig n  

e t h n i c  c u l t u r e  e x i s t e d  in  a l l  t h e  wards o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

e x c e p t  t h e  e i g h t e e n th  and t h e  n i n e t e e n t h ,  which had f o r e ig n  

b o rn  p o p u la t io n s  o f  t h i r t y - t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  and tw e n ty - th r e e  

p e r  c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The s t r i k i n g  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  w ere w eakes t in  t h e  lo w er  w ards and a  l i t t l e  s t r o n g e r  

i n  w ards e ig h te e n  and n i n e t e e n ,  a s  uhe fo l lo w in g  t a b l e  so 

g r a p h i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e s .
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§  G u b e r n a t o r i a l  and  P r e s i d e n t i a l  V o te  i n  H undreds-=}•
CO

Ward P o p u la t io n  1902 $Dem. 1904 $Dem. 1906  ^Dem. 1908 $Dem. 1910  ^Dem.

2 I t - R u .  Rep. 37 . 46 21 25 27
Dem. 7 1 5 .9  5 9 .8  2 6 . 9  25 1 6 .7  1 3 .2L6 K3

3 I t - R u .  Rep. 36 1 36 15 19 23
Dem. 4 1 0 .0  4 1 0 .0  U  5 .3  3 1 3 .6  1 4 .0

L3 K1

4 I t - R u .  Rep. 35 35 18 21 22
Dem. 4 1 0 .3  5 1 2 .5  1 4 .8  3 1 2 .5  1 4 .0

L2 K2

5 Ru R ep . 52 34 16 23 26
Dem. 4 7 .1  3 8 .1  2 1 0 .0  3 1 1 .5

L2 K1

N o te s :  I t = I t a l i a n
Ru~Russian 
M=Mixed
L = L inco ln  R e p u b lican  
K=Keystone

18 M Rep. 39 51 30 38  26
Dem. 19  3 7 .8  13 2 0 .3  8 1 5 .1  18 3 2 .1  3 6 .1K20

19 M Rep. 76  108 57  73  49
Dem. 30 2 8 .3  17 1 3 .6  12 1 2 .6  32 3 0 .5  5 5 .6

L26 K36
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Even t h o u g h  t h e  D e m o c r a t ic  v o t e  was m i s e r a b l y  w eak i n  

t h e  l o w e r  w a rd s  ( t h e  o l d  D e m o c r a t i c  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  t h e  8 0 ' s  

a n d  e a r l y  9 0 ' s )  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  P a r k e r  p e r ­

fo rm e d  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  B ry a n  i n  t h i s  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  

d i s t r i c t ,  w h e r e a s  B ry a n  d i d  much b e t t e r  t h a n  P a r k e r  i n  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  h i n e t e e n t h  w a r d s ,  b o t h  o f  w h ic h  h a d  a f a i r  

I r i s h  a n d  German p o p u l a t i o n ,  a  v e r y  s m a l l  R u s s i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  

a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  no I t a l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  B r y a n ,  a  much 

s t r o n g e r  v o t e  g e t t e r  t h a n  P a r k e r ,  h a d  p r a c t i c a l l y  no a p p e a l  

among I t a l i a n  C a t h o l i c s  an d  R u s s i a n  J e w s .

A t no t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e c a d e  d i d  t h e  D e m o c ra ts  show 

a n y  s i g n s  o f  r e j u v e n a t i o n  i n  t h e  T h i r d  d i s t r i c t ,  a s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  d e m o n s t r a t e s :

V o te  i n  t h o u s a n d s  f o r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  I I I
59

P r e s i d e n t i a l  V o te  $Dem. C o n g r e s s i o n a l  V o te $Dem.

1904 R o o s e v e l t  (R) 41 C a s t o r  (R) 40
P a r k e r  (D) 8  1 6 .3 Fow (D) 8 1 6 .7

1 9 0 8 T a f t  (R) 26 Moore (R) 24
B ry a n  (D) 10  2 7 .7 B e e r l i  (D) 7 2 2 .6

G u b e r n a t o r i a l V o te C o n g r e s s i o n a l  V o te

1 9 0 2 P e n n y p a c k e r  (R) 3 6 B u rk  (R) 39
P a t t i s o n  (D) 11  2 3 . 4

1 9 0 6 S t u a r t  (R) 2 2 Moore (R) 20
Em ery (D} 4  1 2 .1 O’B r i e n  (D) 4 1 2 .9
Em ery (L) 7 O 'B r ie n  (L) 7

1 9 1 0 T e n e r  (Rj 23 Moore (R) 24
G rim  (Dl 5 1 3 . 9 H ayes (D) 3 8 . 8
B e r r y  (K) 8 R a m s d e l l  (k ) 7

5 9 I b i d .
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C ity -W ide  D em ocra tic  S t r e n g th  

The d e c l i n e  and v e r i t a b l e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  m ani­

f e s t e d  i t s e l f  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y .  In  1906 Emery, 

th e  D em ocra tic  and L in c o ln  R ep u b lican  c a n d id a te  f o r  G overnor, 

c a r r i e d  s i x  w a rd s ,  b u t  i n  ev e ry  s i n g l e  Emery ward th e  

L in c o ln  v o te  exceeded  t h e  D em ocra tic  v o te  a s  fo l lo w s

(V ote in  Hundreds)

Ward L in c o ln  D em ocra tic

22  39 15
24 29 13
27 31 7
28 30 10
32 30 9
34 37 13

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  D em ocra ts ,  dom inated  by 

D o n n e lly  and Ryan, a c t u a l l y  th w a r te d  t h e  p a r t y ' s  hope f o r  

s u c c e s s  in  t h e  1906  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e .

In  1910 t h e  w hole s t a t e  D em ocra tic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i th  

t h e  D onnelly -R yan  appendage  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  gave  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

t o  T e n e r  by r e f u s i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  B e r ry  f o r  G overno r.  B e r ry  

was t h e  o n ly  Democrat (even  though  he  used  t h e  K eystone  

l a b e l )  t o  run f o r  G overnor d u r in g  t h e  whole C lev e lan d -B ry an  

e r a  who c u t  i n t o  some o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  R e p u b lic a n  w ard s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w i th  l a r g e  u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  p o p u la t io n s  

l i k e  t h e  tw e n ty -se c o n d  ( G e r m a n t o w n ) W h e n  t h e  p e o p le  o f  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  lo o k ed  f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  b o ss  r id d e n

6 oI b i d . ,  1907.

^ B e r r y  c a r r i e d  t h i r t e e n  w ard s ,  v i z . ,  2 2 , 2 3 , 2 8 , 3 2 ,
33 , 34 , 37, 3 8 , 40 , 42 , 4 3 ,  44 , and 46.
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R e p u b lic a n  Machine th e y  d id  n o t lo o k  t o  th e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  

b e cau se  i t  o p e ra te d  as an a d ju n c t  t o  th e  R epub lican  M achine.

The p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1904 shows c o n c lu s iv e ly  

’ t h a t  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  campaign co nduc ted  by P a r k e r ,  which 

a p p e a le d  t o  th e  J e f f e r s o n i a n s ,  o f f e r e d  no v i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a n s .  Even though  th e  c o n s e rv a ­

t i v e s  w ere v o c i f e ro u s  in  1904, th e y  co u ld  no t d e l i v e r  even 

th e  norm al p r e s i d e n t i a l  D em ocra tic  v o te  f o r  P a r k e r .  In  

1908 Bryan o u t - p o l l e d  P a rk e r  in  a l l  b u t  f o u r  wards in  t h e  

c i t y .  I r o n i c a l l y  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  wards were in  t h e  fo rm er  

D em ocra tic  b a s t i o n ,  t h e  o ld  R a n d a ll  d i s t r i c t .  However, 

t h e  D em ocratic  v o te  in  th e s e  wards was n e g l i g i b l e .  The 

d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  P a rk e r  v o te  and Bryan v o te  was i n ­

s i g n i f i c a n t  as t h e  fo l lo w in g  shows:

1904 1908
Ward P a rk e r  Bryan

3 397 347
4 520  262
6 1 ,3 0 8  990

I n  a l l  t h e  o th e r  s e c t io n s  o f  t h e  c i t y  th e  Bryan v o te  o f  

1908 f a r  exceeded th e  P a rk e r  v o te  o f  1904 as  t h e  fo l lo w in g
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sam ple  shows:

(Vote in  Hundreds)

Ward

22 (German- 19 
town)

P a r k e r :  1904

Dem. R e p . $Dem. 

19 87 1 7 .9

B ry a n : 1908  

Dem. Rep. $Dem. 

30 91 2 4 .8

24 (West 21
P h i l a . )

21 75 2 1 .9 35 72 3 2 .7

25 (K ensing -  . 22
ton)P2

74 2 2 .9 38  67  3 6 .2

B oth  Bryan and P a rk e r  l o s t  trem en d o u sly  in  t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  

th e  c i t y  h e a v i ly  p o p u la te d  by im m ig ran ts ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by 

I t a l i a n s  and R u s s ia n s .  But in  1908 Bryan d id  much b e t t e r  th an  

P a r k e r  i n  th e  m id d le  and up p er  m id d le  c l a s s  n e ig h b o rh o o d s .

B u t ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  was n o t  u n iq u e  in  t h i s  r e g a r d .  S h o r t l y  

a f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  '1908, Bryan w ro te  t o  many o f  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  f r i e n d s  f o r  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  o f  h i s  d e f e a t .  James 

K. McGuire w ro te  from S y ra c u se  t o  r e p o r t :  "You g a in e d  2 ,000

v o te s  in  t h i s  co u n ty  o v e r  1904— e n t i r e l y  in  m id d le  c l a s s  

r e s i d e n t i a l  and fa rm ing  d i s t r i c t s .  You l o s t  h e a v i l y  among 

I t a l i a n s ,  Jews, P o le s ,  and H u n g a r ian s ,  who a r e  e i t h e r  bought 

o r  i n f lu e n c e d  by pow er, em ployers  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t . " ^  McGuire

^ I n  1906 t h e  4 5 th  ward was c r e a t e d  from p a r t  o f  th e  
25 t h .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  make an a c c u r a t e  com parison  t h e  f ig u r e s  
f o r  1908  under  ward 25 in c lu d e  b o th  th e  25 t h  and 4 5 th  wards 
s in c e  t h e s e  two wards com prised  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  25 t h  
in  1904.

James K. McGuire t o  W. J .  B ryan , 13 J a n u a ry  1909,
Bryan p a p e r s .
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wfcote a n o th e r  l e t t e r  t o  Bryan on J a n u a ry  25 , 1909, In  which 

he  a n a ly z e d  th e  New York C i ty  v o te :

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  most t e r r i b l e  blow was th e  
l o s s  o f  New York C i ty  t o  T a f t  by S ix te e n  
th o u s a n d .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  shows t h a t  t h e  I r i s h  
d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  Borough o f  M anhattan  h e ld  up 
t h e i r  v o te  b e t t e r  th a n  any o t h e r  s e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  C i ty .  The I t a l i a n s ,  Jew ish  and Bohemian 
d i s t r i c t s  showed a l a r g e  f a l l i n g  o f f .  64

By 1910 th e  e v id e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

th e  Dem ocrats d id  n o t a t t r a c t  t h e  newer im m igran ts  is ' o v e r ­

w helm ing. At t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  l e v e l  th e  p a r t y  had become an 

I r i s h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and a t  t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  l e v e l  t h e  Demo­

c r a t s  w ere u n a b le  t o  g a in  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Jews and 

I t a l i a n s  who d i s p l a c e d  t h e  I r i s h  in  t h e  o ld  D em ocra tic  

s t r o n g h o ld s  o f  t h e  r i v e r  ward d i s t r i c t .  S in c e  t h e  R u ss ia n  

Jews and I t a l i a n  C a th o l i c s  w ere  j u s t  a s  p o o r  a s  t h e  fo rm er  

I r i s h  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  o ld  D em ocra tic  w ard s ,  i t  i s  

a p p a re n t  t h a t  e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  r a t h e r  th a n  economic f a c t o r s  

were more im p o r ta n t  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e  

o f  t h e s e  newcomers.

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  a t t r a c t  new v o t e r s ,  t h e  

Dem ocrats even l o s t  many o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s .  As t h e  

p o p u la t i o n  and number o f  v o t e r s  were i n c r e a s i n g ,  t h e  number 

o f  D em ocra tic  v o t e r s  d e c l i n e d .  No p r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  g u b e r ­

n a t o r i a l  c a n d id a te  in  t h e  1900-1910 decade  e q u a l le d  C le v e l a n d 's  

v o te  o f  9 3 ,000  in  1 8 8 8 . Bryan came c l o s e s t  when he p o l l e d

6 4 James K. McGuire t o  W. J .  B ryan , 25 J a n u a ry  1909.
Bryan  P a p e r s .
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7 5 * 0 0 0  i n  1 9 0 8 , b u t  t h a t  f i g u r e  o n l y  am o u n ted  t o  25$  o f  t h e

t o t a l  v o t e s  c a s t .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  n a t i o n a l l y
65t h e  p a r t y  was a l s o  i n  d e c l i n e ,  b u t  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a  was m o re  s e v e r e  t h a n  i n  o t h e r  E a s t e r n  c i t i e s .  I n  

B a l t i m o r e  B ry a n  l o s t  by  o n l y  7 * 0 0 0  v o t e s  i n  1900 an d  came 

w i t h i n  3 * 0 0 0  v o t e s  o f  c a r r y i n g  t h e  c i t y  i n  1 9 0 8 .  P a r k e r ,  

on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c a r r i e d  B a l t i m o r e  by  a  t h o u s a n d  v o t e s  i n

1 9 0 4 .  B ry a n  m anaged  t o  c a r r y  New Y o rk  ( M a n h a t ta n  t o  t h e  

B ro n x )  b y  2 9 ,0 0 0  i n  1900 an d  5*000  i n  1908  w h i l e  P a r k e r  g a i n e d  

a  4 5 * 0 0 0  v o t e  p l u r a l i t y  i n  1 9 0 4 .

A t t h e  g r a s s - r o o t s  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D e m o c r a t ic  p a r t y

was i n  a  s h a m b le s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h

c e n t u r y .  T h e  f o r e g o i n g  v o t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  an d  c h a r t s ,  w h ic h

d o cu m en t t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  s e r v e  t o  u n d e r s c o r e

t h e  l o s s  o f  f a i t h  P h i l a d e l p h i a n s  h a d  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e
66D e m o c ra ts  t o  g o v e r n .  I n  1910 a  B u l l e t i n  c o l u m n i s t  r e m i n i s c e d  

a b o u t  t h e  f o r m e r  g l o r y  o f  t h e  D em ocracy  a n d  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  

t h e  y o u n g e s t  man i n  t h e  c i t y  who v o t e d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  D e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n o r  ( P a t t i s o n  i n  1 8 9 0 ) h a d  p a s s e d  h i s

^ h . Wayne M organ i n  Prom H ayes  t o  M cK in ley  p o i n t s  o u t  
t h a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  n a t i o n a l l y  c o u ld  n o t  a d j u s t  t o  
t h e  c h a n g i n g  econom y o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  g o t  o n l y  l i m i t e d  
s u p p o r t  f ro m  im m ig ra n t  g r o u p s  a n d  c o u l d  e n l i s t  t h e  a i d  o f  
o n l y  a  few  l a i s s e z  f a i r e  b u s in e s s m e n . ,  M organ c o n c l u d e s  
t h a t :  "T h e  dogmas o f  l o c a l i s m ,  r e t r e n c h m e n t ,  a n d  a n t i ­
f e d e r a l i s m  r e i g n e d  a s  t h e  D em ocracy  d o z e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  warm 
p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  g ro w in g  n a t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  M c K in le y - R o o s e v e l t  
y e a r s . "  p p .  5 2 5 - 5 2 6 .

6 6 "Men a n d  T h in g s "  b y  P e n n ,  E v e n in g  B u l l e t i n  ( P h i l a ­
d e l p h i a )  31 May 1910 (G ordon  S c r a p b o o k ,  1 9 0 7 -1 9 1 3 ) •
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4 0 th  b i r t h d a y  w h i le  th e  y o u n g e s t  P h i l a d e lp h ia n  who v o te d  

f o r  th e  l a s t  D em ocra tic  mayor (King in  l 8 8 l )  had reach ed  h i s  

5 0 th  y e a r .  To t h a t  c o lu m n is t  and t o  most P h i l a d e lp h i a n s  

t h e  Democracy seemed b u t  a  mere v e s t i g e  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  and one 

t h a t  c o u ld  soon go t h e  way o f  t h e  h o rse -d raw n  c a r r i a g e .

The c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  in  

1910 was n e i t h e r  d ra m a t ic  n o r  sudden . R a th e r ,  o v e r  th e  

p r e c e d in g  tw en ty  y e a r s  t h e  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  s e tb a c k s  from 

which i t  c o u ld  n o t  r e c o v e r .  A f t e r  R a n d a l l ' s  d e a th  th e  

Dem ocrats w ere  weakened by i n t e r n a l  w ra n g le s .  L a t e r ,  in  t h e  

decad e  o f  t h e  9 0 ' s ,  t h e  m a jo r  n a t i o n a l  c r i s e s  o f  1894 and 

1896  f u r t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l ­

p h ia  Democracy. T hese  p o l i t i c a l  o b s t a c l e s  th e m se lv e s  do n o t 

f u l l y  e x p la in  why th e  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  an i r r e v e r s i b l e  down­

ward t r e n d  w hich  l e d  t o  d ecadence  and c o l l a p s e  in  t h e  f i r s t  

decade  o f  t h e  new c e n t u r y .  In  B oston  and New York t h e  Demo­

c r a t i c  p a r t y  c o u ld  s u s t a i n  t h e s e  tem p o ra ry  l o s s e s .

In  P h i l a d e l p h i a  D em ocra tic  f a i l u r e  was compounded by 

t h e  p a r t y ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  a t t r a c t  a d i v e r s i f i e d  c o rp s  o f  l e a d e r s .  

T h is  f a i l u r e  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  D em ocrats  t o  

respond  t o  t h e  g r e a t  m u n ic ip a l  re fo rm  movement o f  1905-06  

and t o  t h e  s t a t e - w i d e  re fo rm  c a n d id a c y  o f  W il l ia m  H. B e r ry  

in  t h e  1910  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  p a r t y  

f a i l e d  t o  win t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e  new im m ig ran ts  who moved
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i n t o  th e  c i t y ;  and, i n  f a c t ,  even l o s t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  most 

o f  t h e  Germans and many o f  t h e  I r i s h .  Hence, by 1910 th e  

Democracy was c o m p le te ly  d e m o ra liz e d  and n e a r ly  extino..t^
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