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Introduction

I am honored to introduce this edition of the Mar-

tindale journal, which focuses on Morocco—a 

country rich in history, culture, and diversity. As a 

social entrepreneur deeply invested in Morocco’s 

development and exposed to public, private, and 

civil society spheres, I am thrilled that the Martin-

dale Student Associates have chosen to explore the 

multifaceted issues and opportunities facing our 

nation.

 Morocco, at the crossroads of Africa and Eu-

rope, is a nation of contrasts and resilience. Our 

landscapes range from the vast Sahara to the bus-

tling medinas and modern cities, all of which are 

underpinned by a tapestry of ancient traditions and 

dynamic modernity. This unique blend creates an 

interesting backdrop for the economic, social, and 

political challenges and innovations that define our 
present and shape our future.

 The articles in this volume delve into a wide 

array of topics that are critical to Morocco’s prog-

ress and well-being. From agricultural technology 

and environmental sustainability to health-care 

reform and financial inclusion, these pieces offer 
insightful analyses and propose solutions to some 

of the most pressing issues we face. The research 

on gender-based violence, child marriage, and the 

preservation of Indigenous culture underscores the 

importance of human rights and social equity in our 

path forward.

 One of the standout features of Morocco’s devel-

opment narrative is our commitment to renewable 

energy. As highlighted in this journal, Morocco’s 

strides toward decarbonization and clean power 

are not only ambitious but also essential for our 

sustainable future. Similarly, the discussions on 

water scarcity and real estate investment provide 

a comprehensive view of how we can harness our 

resources and assets for long-term prosperity.

 As the world continues to face the aftermath of 

the global pandemic, I am thrilled and proud to see 

young scholars from Lehigh University take an 

interest in Morocco. Their fresh perspectives and 

innovative ideas are invaluable as we strive to over-

come current challenges and build a brighter future 

for all Moroccans.

 I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Martindale 

Center for the Study of Private Enterprise, the fac-

ulty mentors, and especially the students for their 

hard work and commitment. I am confident that 
the insights and recommendations presented in this 

journal will contribute significantly to our national 
dialogue and inspire actionable change.

 I was honored to speak with the Lehigh Univer-

sity Martindale Student Associates when they were 

visiting Morocco. During their visit, I had the privi-

lege of welcoming them to a unique and pioneering 

project, the Second Chance New Generation school. 

This project is dedicated to empowering underpriv-

ileged school dropout youth. It involves collabora-

tion across various departments of the Moroccan 

administration, including the Ministry of Interior; 

Ministry of National Education; and Ministry of 

Solidarity, Social Integration and the Family. This 

agile and innovative project represents Morocco’s 

commitment to creating opportunities for all its cit-

izens.

 In closing, I warmly invite all readers of this vol-

ume to, as the Martindale Student Associates did, 

visit Morocco and experience firsthand the beau-

ty, warmth, and resilience of our people. May this 

volume be the beginning of a lasting relationship 

between Morocco and the Martindale community.

Oumaima Mhijir

Social Entrepreneur
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