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Saucon OKs new therapy services

By Paul Bealer
Of The Valley Voice

Therapy services offered by
Colonial Intermediate Unit 20
were called “substandard” by a
parent, and Saucon Valley
School District’s superintendent
and supervisor of special educa-
tion seemed to agree.

The school board voted 6-3 to
approve Conshohocken-based

Pediatric Therapeutic Services

to provide occupational therapy
and physical therapy to some
district students. Special educa-
tion Supervisor Shawn Rutt said
he has gotten feedback that has
“not been very positive” about
therapy services from IU-20.

He suggested contracting
with PTS for essentially the same
services at a $9,000 savings over
$61,000 IU-20 charges.

Rutt said some special needs
students will continue to receive
service from IU-20 due to state
mandates. He said PTS will
charge $67 per hour for thera-
pists to provide occupational or
physical therapy on campus. IU-
20 charges $105 per hour. Rutt
said he contacted another ser-
vice provider. Prices were simi-
lar to IU-20’s rates, but that

group did not provide physical

therapy, he said.

- Parent Robert Thompson said
his elementary school child has
gotten poor IU support service.
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Thompson said he dealt with an
uncooperative therapist and his
child’s individualized plan has
not been followed. Another par-
ent said “quality of service can’t
go down.”

School board member Mike
Karabin said it was the first
time he heard allegations. He
said he heard good things about
the IU program and he wants to
stay with that program.

Fellin agreed that the district
has been receiving some poor
therapy service, adding that con-
cerns were taken to IU-20 and
they made some changes. “This
proposal will save money and
give superior service,” she said.

Rutt said PTS’s rates will be
locked in for two years of a pact.
He said if Saucon is not satisfied
with the service, it has 30 days

to back out of the contract.

Fellin laid on the table a re-
vised budget that comes 1n at

more than $39 million but calls

for no tax increase. Fellin said
thereis $380,106 revenue short-
fall from reassessments, delin-
quent taxes and state cuts.
Fellin recommends keeping
$79,516 to cover salaries for two
sections of extended day kinder-
garten. She also wants to keep
the part-time technology special-
ist post held by a teacher at
$40,779. Shifting personnel and
bumping kindergarten classes

her back

When a child is on
the hunt for Easter
eggs, they cannot
be held back.
Children flocked to
Dimmick Park in
Hellertown April 23
for Saucon Valley
Jaycees’ tradition
of placing
hundreds of eggs

in the park for the Snme children claimed pnze eggs for candy. The event included escorting the Easter Bunny to the s
snagging. parkin Ron Smith’s antique Dewey fire truck. Right, searching for a prize egg. Photos by Paul Bealer | |
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to 21 to 23 students, plus | work
outsourcing therapy service | :
would result in $48,115 savings, A robin
she said. o with a

She warned the district’s re- - | mouthful
quired state retirement contri- of grass

bution for 2012-13 will come in
at nearly $700,000. |
Hellertown resident Bryan
Eichfeld said salary freezes—
administrators and teachers to
janitor— for two years could “go
a long way to paying off PSERS
[state retirement contribution
fund].” School board President
Lachlan Peeke said he has au-
thorized sending a letter to ask
all Saucon employees to consider

pay freezes.
“Beautiful,” Elchfeld said.

Lower Saucon man gets his dzploma g 9
The Vietnam War disrupted John Stephanko’s P e
high school education. But nearly 45 years later, he
has a high school diploma. e e
Saucon Valley High School Principal Eric Kahler G, -
on Tuesday awarded Stephanko a diploma from i > SF
Saucon Valley Schopl District. Stephanko attended Firasiing
Hellertown-Lower Saucon Joint High School from
1963 to 1965, according to Superintendent Sandra
Fellin. That education was interrupted by
Stephanko joining the Navy. He was discharged in |§
1967, Fellin said. Stephanko, at right being con- 4§
gratulated by former Saucon teacher and adminis- §
trator Charlie Bartolet, received a standing ovation
from teachers, administrators and residents at

Tuesday’s school board meeting.
Photo by Paul Bealer

on its way
to building
a home to

nest for
spring and
[summer.in
|Hellertown.

Photo by
Gene
Fernandez
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The field is crowded for five
Saucon Valley School Board
seats up for grabs in the May 17
Primary Election. According to
the ballot released by Northamp-
ton County Voter Registration
Office, seeking a seat on the
school board will be Hellertown’s
Bryan EKEichfeld and Jeanne
Reilly, Lower Saucon’s Robert
Phillips, plus incumbents
Charles Bartolet, Sharon Stack,
Susan Baxter and Mike Karabin.

Saucon Valley High School
has also been added as a polling
site to cast votes. Starting with
the May 17 primary, voters in
Hellertown-Lower Saucon Town-
ship District 1, who used to vote
at Hellertown Assembly of God,
will vote at the high school.

Yyvy

A Basket Bingo Saturday,
April 30 at Southeastern Volun-
teer Fire Company in
Wassergass will aid Japan tsu-
nami relief efforts.

Tickets are $20 or $25 at the
door.Call Barb at 610-868-0074,
Wanda at 610-838-6007 or Nancy
at 610-838-1084.

. VVYY

National Interscholastic Ath-
letic Administrators Association
announced that Saucon Valley
school District Athletic Director
Robert W. Frey has been recog-
nized as a certified athletic ad-
ministrator. To earn this dis-
tinction, he demonstrated the
highest level of knowledge and
- expertise in the field of inter-
scholastic athletic administra-
tion. The voluntary certification
process included a thorough
evaluation of the candidate’s
educational background, expe-
rience and professional contri-
butions, and a comprehensive

written exam.

A spaghetti supper with large
salad bar will be held 4 to 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 7 at Lower Sau-
con U.C.C., 1375 Third Ave., Hel-
lertown.

Tickets cost $8.50 for adults,
$4.25 for children ages 6-12. Call
610-838-9350.

YyvY

On Thursday, May 12, Young
and Restless Hellertown travel
group will sponsor a bus trip to
the Dutch Apple Dinner The-
ater performance of “The Un-
sinkable Molly Brown.”

Cost is $74 and includes buf-
fet lunch, show, gratuities, and
transportation. Departure is 9
a.m. from Tobias Drive parking
lot, Hellertown. Call Fran at 610-
838-9472 for reservations.

vvyy

Main Street Lehigh Valley
Foundationis offering morethan
$30,000 to Lehigh Valley com-
munities, in amounts not to ex-
ceed $2,000 per project.

Projects funded include

Cro wded fleld seeks 5 Sa ucon school

streetscape amenities such as

banners, benches, tables, green-
ing, and signs or promotional
assistance. Details available at
610-841-5802.
YVvYyY

On May 7, documents will be
shredded to raise money for
melanoma research. A donation
of $10 per box and $5 per paper
bag will be requested.

The fund-raiser will be held
at Starter’s Pub, Route 378.

v Asset Protection
v Power of Attorney
v Wills & Estates
v Home & Hospital Visits

Bradford D. Wagner

662 Main St,,
Hellertown

Attorney at Law

610-838-6563

Catch €bll The Eoction!T Fishing Contest

i

Saucon Valley Community Center
(610) 838-0722
323 Northampton St., Hellertown

Benefits the Community Projects of

Fifth Annual

Wagner Grist Mill Pond

~ Walnut St. ~ Hellertown
ve¢ Food Available Y¥

Klotz Bait Shop, 216 Hess Ave.,Hellertown
Mac’s Hobby World, 721 Linden St., Bethlehem

ii, Phyllis Schnaible ~ George Klotz

\ Memorial Fishing Contest
Sat., May 7 Sun., May &
Children’'s Contest Adult Contest
- 14 & Under 15 & Over
* Must be with a non-fishing * Food & Bait Available
adults, two children per adult (Limit 250 participants)

$10 Entry Fee
TICKETS:
- Saucon Valley Community Center

s Students

- |from St.

| Theresa

%= | School,
Hellertown
spruced up
arouna
Borough
Hall.
Children
added
mulch to
flower beds
and pulled
weeds.

Dlsc ] nckey Slick Vie will rock
Se-Wy-Co Banquet Hall in a
spring fling to aid Saucon Valley
Relay For Life. The oldies dance
and dinner will be held 6 to 10
p.m. Saturday, May 21 at the
hall, Route 378, Lower Saucon.
Cost is $15 and there will be a
cash bar, Chinese auction, 50/50
raffle, door prizes and bake sale.

Tickets are available at Sa-

lon Mia, Hellertown.
VVYY

Delaware-Lehigh Amateur

Radio Club meets 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 5 at Nancy Run
Fire Company Hall, Bethlehem.

Bulletin
Board

April 29

/ 1o 10 p.m., Hellerfown His-
toricalSociety Monte Carlo Night,
Wagner Grist Mill, Hellertown.

May 2

6:30 p.m., Saucon Vdlley Li-
ons Club meets, The Meadows,
LOower Saucon Township.

May 3

/:30a.m., Saucon Rotary Club
meets, Dedales University,

/ p.m. Saucon Vdlley: Sup-
porters of the Performing Aris
meets, high school chorus room.

May 5

Noon to 8 p.m. Bethlehem
Public Library book sale.

6:45 p.m., P.F.l.W. Bingo,
Dewey Social Hall, Hellerfown.

May 6

Saucon Vdlley High School

Prom, Hotel Bethlehem. |
In May

Mountainview Moravian
Church members collect baking
soda for Trinity Soup Kitchen.

Government
Meetings

May 2

/ p.m., Hellertown Borough
Council meets, Borough Hall,

/ p.m., Lower Saucon Town-
ship Parks and Recreation Board
meets, Town Hall

May 4

/ p.m., Lower Saucon Town-

ship Council meets, Town Hall.
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GOLFERS

NEEDED

T MEADOWS &
HELLERTOWN LIONS

Goir Ournine

WEDNESDAY, MAY 138
at Woodbridge Golf Cﬂurﬁe,

Kutztown

Register 7 a.m. with coffee & donuts

Shotgun Start at

8 a.m., rain or shine

$5 Mulligans ~ Pot of Gold 50/50

Longest Drive Contest

2 Flights, First
| ~ Hole-in-One Contest,

~ Straightest Drive Contest

Closest to Pin on all Par 3‘s Contest ~ Dirty Ball Contest

& Second Places
Win a Car from Chevy 21

Cost is $50 per golfer and includes cart and green fees

Old-fashioned barbecue, catered by Russell from Kasey Lynn'’s

& The Meadows, follows in the pavilion -

For Reservations, call Russ @ 610-533-1552
or 610-

356-2190

For Hole Sl}(lllﬁ()l'&illillﬁ or Prize Donations,

call Lion Joe @ 610-838-9373

P9 30

Make checks payable to Hellertown Lions
Club & mail to: Hellertown Lions,
P.0. Box 101, Hellertown, PA 18055
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