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care for their disease because they do not want friends to know of their condition.
However, the number of adolescents who say they do not seek treatment because
they do not want their parents to be aware of the situation is slightly less than 60
percent (Hechinger 75). This reflects the tendency of adolescents to place more value
on the opinions of their peers rather than their parents. Additionally, peer influences
may encourage adolescents to engage in sexual activity if they feel that their friends
are sexually active. Reputation within a peer group can also influence how adoles-
cents handle sexual relations; a teenager may feel shy about asking their partner about
protection, because it would imply a lack of trust and promiscuity (Hechinger 98). A
casual approach to sex is shown in the film by the character Telly, who engages in
sexual intercourse with multiple partners in one day. He is also a carrier of the HIV
virus but most likely does not receive care out of ignorance of his situation.

Conclusion

The film Kids gives “a day in the life of” perspective of the difficulties encountered
by urban dwelling teenagers on a daily basis. It would be extremely interesting to
have a case study background of Telly, Jenny, Casper, and Darcy to assess and com-
pare how their past experiences have shaped their behavior to this pointand to inves-
tigate what factors are the most influential in the psychosocial development of
adolescents. Research reports have found that many teenagers engage in risky behav-
ior because they are unaware of the risks and consequences involved in doing so. In
writing, the solution to this problem is not difficult - better education about sub-
stance abuse, practicing safe sex, and violence prevention would hopefully reduce
adolescents” tendency to engage in dangerous behavior. In turn, it could be antici-
pated that the psychosocial development of adolescents would be affected because of
newly acquired understandings about safe practices. Without a doubr, all of the so-
cial forces have interrelated causes, and if one cause could be properly avoided, it is
likely that others would be as well. Kids is an extremely shocking depiction of the
lives of disadvantaged adolescents in an urban environment, but the exaggerated and
extended portrayal of these teenagers is an excellent artistic effort to illustrate and
draw attention to the dilemmas faced by a portion of the population of American
youth.
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According to the authors of the study, a stressful event “was considered
interpersonal in nature if either another person was involved in the stressful
encounter, or if the event occurred in the life of another person in the
individual’s social network” (Compas and Wagner 79). Stressful events may
include trouble with family, peers, teachers, etc.

In a survey of adolescents, 41 percent claimed that they drink when
bothered by something (Hechinger 115).

“One fourth of fifteen year old girls, and one third of fifteen year old boys
have had sexual intercourse” (Hechinger 72)



