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July, when the strikers were ordered to return to work or fight, the former
alternative being unanimously adopted.

The Moctezuma Copper Co., at Nacozari, continued operations at
normal capacity for the greater part of the year, making an admirable
showing in the face of the rather unsatisfactory conditions, but in
October even this corporation was compelled to curtail operations to 60
per cent. of capacity.

Mining operations show an increase of 500,000 tons of ore in reserve.
The Pilares, the main hoisting shaft, was sunk to 1285 ft., and a little
work there exposed a considerable tonnage of good average grade ore.
The Esperanza and Guadaloupe shafts are down 1266 and 1000 ft.,
respectively.

The mill produced 120,655 tons of concentrate which, with some
slime and other ore, was shipped to the Copper Queen smelter at Douglas.
It contained 1006 oz. gold, 435,482 oz. silver, and 32,299,211 1b. copper.

Net earnings totaled $1,189,100, and $1,170,000 was paid in dividends.

The Nacozari Copper Co. was able to continue work on a reduced
scale. During one period practically all of the American employees
were forced to leave, owing to a promulgated statement of Gen. Carranza.

Cobre Verde, a new copper property 3 miles north of Santa Rosa,
made several ore shipments to Douglas during the year. Leasers worked
intermittently around Santa Rosa and also throughout the Cananea
district. The Minneapolis Copper Co. continued operations on a small
scale.

Zacatecas.—The Mazapil Copper Co. remained idle during the entire
year. Owing to the activities of the various factions in Zacatecas, this
rich company with valuable copper, silver, lead, zinc, and pyrite mines
at Aranzazu, San Eligio, and Concepcion del Oro has been forced to
suspend work indefinitely.

Puebla.—The Tezuitlan Copper Co., operating in the Tezuitlan dis-
trict of Puebla, has closed its mines and smelter. The branch railroad
to the property has been cut repeatedly.

Chihuahua.—The Corrigan-McKinney properties at Terrazas Chihua-
hua, have been idle the greater portion of the year. Operators in the
Conchefio copper district have been able to work intermittently.

Future Outlook.—Mining activitiesin Mexico were greatly discouraged
by the proclamation of August 20, 1914, issued by Vestusiano Carranza
at first chief of the Constitutionalist army. This statement canceled
all mining titles obtained during the Huerta administration and decreed
that all proceedings relative to the acquisition of mining claims com-
menced during the Huerta régime to be null and void. Sixty days were
granted in which applications for renewal of all procedure previously
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taken could be made. The order further stipulated that all payments
required by the mining laws of Mexico in connection with mining titles
or mining claims must be made again to the present administration. All
rights were forfeited by persons who did not comply with the above-
mentioned rules before the expiration of the said 60 days, and mining
land thereafter was considered as open to denouncement.

The re-payment of mining fees with the changing administrations is
not a new form of extortion, having been applied in Sonora in 1913. In
order to protect their properties, companies have generally paid double
or triple taxes under protest.

The future of the mining industry can not be said to look particularly
bright at the present writing. The last disagreement of Carranza, Villa,
and Zapata, followed by renewed strife, the enforced operation of some
properties for the purpose of providing bullion for the army leaders, the
necessity of paying premiums on their own bullion desired to pay off their
own employees, the continued issues of paper money in the armies against
the silver and gold of the mining companies, and the absolute lack of pro-
tection against mob outrages, with no apparent end to the prevailing
chaos, has caused the majority of operators and mining companies to
despair of economical operation, with a subsequent closing of mines until
peace is concluded and protection assured.



