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on Power for Electrochemical Purposes was calculated to draw
out every electrical engineer and every electrochemist within
possible reach of Boston. Chairman Townley divided the
program into three groups, viz., papers treating on the general
question, discussion of specific electric furnace requirements,
and presentation of the advantages of specific power sites.
In the first class came the following: J. L. Harper, discussing
the general requirements of power by electrochemical industries
. of various kinds; E. A. Wilcox, on the central station man’s
view of electrochemical customers and their requirements;
A. Smith, on abuse of power demands by electric furnace opera-
tors, in particular the necessity of controlling excessive surges
on the lines. In the second class, H. I.. Hess discussed the re-
quirements of electric steel furnace plants; H. A. Winne the use
of reactors on electric furnace circuits to reduce the momentary
surges or peaks in the power demands; J. A. Seede, on automatic
controllers for regulating arc furnace electrodes so as to stabilize
the current. In the third class of papers, C. T. Maynard de-
scribed the power available at Rumford Falls, Maine, only two
hundred miles from Boston; F. F. Fowler, the water powers of
the Pacific Coast, developed and potential; J. W. Beckman, the
power developments of Norway and Sweden, showing how far
these countries have out-distanced the United States in develop-
ing their power for electrochemical industries.

The Saturday morning session in the new Lecture Hall at
Harvard University was lively and interesting. Professor T. W.
Richards—‘‘Atomic Weights” Richards—gave the visitors a
hearty greeting. ‘The proceedings
J. W. Richards—‘“Metallurgical Calculations” Richards—
described the Soéderberg self-baking, continuous electrode,
which is already extensively used in Europe and is being installed
on some ferrosilicon furnaces at Anniston, Alabama; C. A. Kel-
ler’s paper on synthetic, electric-furnace pig iron, described the
great importance this product attained in France during the
war, in utilizing steel turnings and producing cast-iron shells;
E. F. Kern described experiments on reducing manganiferous
silicate slags in an electric furnace to silico-spiegel; P. B. Short,
a step-induction regulator of new form for electric furnaces;
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C. J. Weed, the general application of the electric furnace to
metallurgy; L. B. Lindemuth described in detail the position of
the electric furnace in manufacturing steel, concluding that it is
the most flexible and most generally useful of all steel-making
apparatus; H. M. St. John, on the evolution of the electric brass
furnace. Some statements in the last paper as to advantages
and power required for melting brass were questioned by Mr.
Winder, giving rise to a very lively interchange of opinion
between Messrs. Gillette, Baily, FitzGerald, Hering, Richards,
and others, which, in general, substantiated the statements in
the paper.

After the session, Professor Richards invited those present
to inspect the Gibbs Research Laboratory, which opportunity
was eagerly accepted. Lunch followed at the Harvard Union,
and then a visit to the Huff Electrostatic Separator plant at
Arlington closed the program. The visitors found the last item
very instructive and interesting.

Thus Boston and the Electrochemical Society came together
for the third time, to their mutual profit and advantage.
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