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supply the needs of the southern half of the country. Deposits of
peat and lignite, also capable of utilization, are known to exist in the
States of Bolivia, Pernambuco, Minas Geraes, Amazonas, Para,
Maranhao, Parahyba do Norte, and Rio de Janeiro.

Workable coal has not been found in Uruguay, but it is probable
that the coal strata of southern Brazil extend across the line and will
be reached by borings. Some beds of peat in Rocha, Maldonado,
and Canelones contain promising deposits, which may at some time
furnish a considerable part of the fuel of the country.

The survey of the coal situation of the Americas is encouraging,
as it holds promise for the future. At the present time every country
south of the United States is compelled to import the greater part of
its required coal from Europe, Australia, the United States, or Japan,
but this is due mainly to inadequate transportation facilities. As
.stated above most of the countries possess sufficient coal to supply
all domestic requirements and even more, but new railroads must be
built to make the supplies accessible. There is little doubt but that
an era of active railroad building will follow the termination of the
war and many of the coal deposits now entirely undeveloped will
become available. Some, however, will long remain in their present
condition, the reserves of the future, for the inhabitants of these
great nations yet unborn.. Not only may we look for an increase
in the coal production sufficient to care for the needs of the popula-
tions as they now are, but for the supply of the manufacturing
industries which are certain to develop as the countries become more
thickly settled. The fuel outlook is promising in a large portion of
the Americas.




