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found after the principle of the wall of separation had been formulated...It is an
unending struggle...Each generation must fight the battles of freedom anew in
terms of the problems and powers of its time.” 2

Bickering about Madison’s original intent will only get Americans so far, as
Madison'’s original intent is, at this point, unknowable. Whatever his motiva-
tions, Madison undeniably called for liberty of conscience and the free exercise of
religion, writing that the “Religion then of every man must be left to the
conviction and conscience of every man’ and it is the right of every man to
exercise it as these may dictate.””3

Throughout his life, Madison worked to ensure more than toleration
for a variety of religious sects and upheld the primacy of spiritual duty over civil
authority in the process. Regardless of his original intent, Madison still serves as
a potent advocate of religious liberty in his actions and writings. As Alley so
aptly explains:

One does not need to evoke Madison or any person in order to justify an

unswerving dedication to the principle of justice and liberty; but we will always

require women and men to espouse those rights and freedoms if they are to be

secured for posterity. To such persons, as to Madison, we owe a debt that can

only be paid in the currency of continued vigilance regarding ‘the first experi
ment of our liberties.”74

In an age of increasing global intolerance, Madison’s example provides powerful
testimony to the desirability of religious liberty and its salutary effects on both

Church and State.
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